
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

London, British Library, Add MS 74236, p. 524 © The British Library Board 
 
 
 

         amarc.org.uk 

        

Newsletter 
of the Association for Manuscripts  
and Archives in Research Collections 
 

Issue 75 September 2020  

ISSN 1750-9874 

 
 

 
 

The most lavishly decorated late medieval service book to have survived the 
Reformation intact has now been fully digitised 
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Many thanks to all contributors to this issue, 
including the following whose help or 
contributions are unattributed: 

Claire Breay, Matthew Champion, Andrea 
Clarke, Alison Day, Anna Forrest, Ulrike 
Hogg, Matthew Holford, Maredudd ap Huw, 
Eleanor Jackson, Stephen Kelly, Julia King, 
Karen Limper-Herz, Bernard Meehan, 
Federica Micucci, Ryan Perry, Michael 
Stansfield. 

The views expressed herein are those of the 
Editors and other named contributors. In 
addition to contributions from individuals, 
information has been taken from a variety of 
websites, press releases etc., the accuracy 
of which cannot be guaranteed. You are 
advised to confirm details, especially if 
travelling to events or exhibitions. 

Membership can be personal or institutional. 
Institutional members receive two copies of 
mailings, have triple voting rights, and may send 
staff to meetings at the members’ rate. Details and 
application forms are available at: amarc.org.uk 

Enquiries about membership should be addressed 
to the Membership Secretary:  

Dr Richard Wragg, AMARC Membership 
Secretary, Collections Manager, The Library, 
University of Sussex, Brighton, BN1 9QL  

email: r.d.wragg@sussex.ac.uk 

Please do remember to inform the Membership 
Secretary of any change in your email or postal 
address. 

Annual subscription rates (April–March) are:  

Personal Membership:   

Institutional Membership:  

(For non-sterling cheques, please add £7 extra  
to cover bank charges). 

Please send your payment to: 
Dr Michael Stansfield, AMARC Treasurer,  
c/o Durham University Library, Palace Green, 
Durham DH1 3RN.  

Payment by standing order is welcomed. Forms 
can be obtained from the Membership Secretary  
or Treasurer. If more members with UK bank 
accounts could pay by standing order it would 
considerably decrease the amount of time spent 
on administration. 

 

 

 

for publication in Issue no. 76 is  
1 April 2021. Please send your articles or 
any news of interest to the editors, Tuija 
Ainonen and Clarck Drieshen at 
amarcnewsletter@gmail.com.  

Images submitted should be delivered via e-
mail or file-share.  

http://www.amarc.org.uk/
mailto:Richsrd.Wragg@ng-london.org.uk
mailto:amarcnewsletter@gmail.com
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AMARC members are reminded that applications 
may be made for projects that bring AMARC and 
its activities to a wider audience and support the 
stated aim of AMARC: to promote the accessibility, 
preservation and archives of all periods in libraries 
and other research collections in Great Britain and 
Ireland. Typical examples are: contributing to the 
costs of holding conferences and workshops; 
support for small projects such as the web-
publication of unpublished catalogues of 
manuscripts; assistance to scholars in obtaining 
reproductions or undertaking essential travel as 
part of projects whose aims are in line with those 
of AMARC; the provision of equipment to facilitate 
access to manuscripts; assistance with the 
necessary purchase of manuscripts and archives 
to benefit the AMARC community; carrying out 
conservation work on manuscripts and archives.  

Applicants must be fully paid-up individual or 
institutional members, of at least one year’s 
standing, and should read carefully the detailed 
information about applying found at 
www.amarc.org.uk/grants.htm. 

Funding levels may vary from year to year, but it 
is anticipated that the Committee will make 
awards of not more than £500 each. Applications 
will particularly be encouraged from postgraduate, 
postdoctoral and early-career researchers.  

Applications should comprise: a brief outline of 
the project, conference or work; its overall cost; 
the grant being sought; the names and addresses 
of two referees; details of the addressee for the 
cheque. Applications should be submitted to  

Dr Michael Stansfield, AMARC Treasurer  
c/o Durham University Library  
Palace Green  
Durham DH1 3RN 
or emailed: m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk 

at any time. They will usually be considered at the 
next Committee meeting (held in May and 
November) and successful applicants will be 
informed soon thereafter. 

Grant recipients will be required to submit for 
publication in this Newsletter a brief report (300-
500 words) of the use to which the grant was put. 

 

 

 

 

Westminster Abbey: manuscripts, archives, 
history – including curator-led tours of the 
Sanctuary, Library and Cosmati pavement 

Westminster Abbey  
24 March 2020, 9.30–16.30 POSTPONED 

This meeting has been postponed until spring 2021. 
Those who registered will receive further information 
by email, and details will be announced on the 
AMARC website and in our spring issue. 

The Fifteenth-Century Book: Manuscripts in the 
Early Age of Print 

University of Glasgow Library Archives & Special 
Collections 
3 December 2020, 10.30–16.00 POSTPONED 
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, this 
meeting is postponed until further notice.  

The meeting will explore the fascinating transitional 
period of manuscript to print in the Fifteenth 
Century. The broad themes covered will include 
early ownership of both print and manuscript books, 
literacy and engagement with different texts in 
different formats, and the production and materiality 
of manuscripts in the age after print. 

The programme will include an overview of the rich 
fifteenth-century material held in the University of 
Glasgow Library’s Hunterian Library, with case 
studies focusing on doodles and annotations in 
William Hunter's manuscripts. There will also be an 
opportunity to explore Hunter’s wonderful library 
further in a display of his books and manuscripts. 

The meeting will be followed by a reception to 
celebrate the launch of the publication of the 
University of Glasgow’s Catalogue of Fifteenth 
Century Books, the culmination of the ten-year 
Glasgow Incunabula Project.  

Further details will be made available on AMARC’s 
website: https://amarcsite.wordpress.com/  

 

AGM 

The committee had planned to hold our AGM 
during the meeting at Glasgow University on 3 
December. As that meeting is postponed due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, it is planned, 
exceptionally, to merge the 2020 AGM with the 
2021 AGM. We hope that consolidated meeting 
will take place in Spring or early Summer next 
year. In the meantime, the committee will 
consider the annual accounts at our next 
scheduled meeting in early November. 

Bernard Meehan (Chair) 

 

We wish to make readers aware of a change to how we 
manage bookings for events and meetings. In order to 
make the process as efficient as possible, we are 
trialling the use of Eventbrite.  

We have amended our privacy policy 
https://amarcsite.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/amarc-
privacy-policy.pdf to reflect this change but please be 
assured that your personal data remains secure and will 
not be processed without your knowledge. 

 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/grants.htm
mailto:m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk
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Archaeologist discovers leaf from a 
fifteenth-century illuminated 
manuscript and fragments of 
sixteenth-century printed books 
under the floor of Oxburgh Hall 

An archaeologist working alone through 
lockdown in the attic rooms of Oxburgh 
Hall has uncovered thousands of rare 
items under the floorboards. The 
variety, age and significance of the 
items found and what they reveal about 
the history of Oxburgh make it a unique 
discovery. 

The discovery was made during a 
project to reroof Oxburgh Hall, a 
moated manor house, which includes 
lifting many of the floorboards in the 
attic rooms to repair floor joists. 
Independent archaeologist Matt 
Champion agreed to continue through 
lockdown on his own and carried out a 
careful fingertip search. 

The star find was a fifteenth-century 
illuminated manuscript fragment on 
parchment spotted in the rubble of the 
eaves by one of the builders. Despite 
centuries amongst debris, the glimmer 
of gold leaf and bright blue of the 
illuminated initials was still vibrant.   

Anna Forrest, the National Trust 
curator who is overseeing the work, 
said: “The text is distinct enough for us 
to identify it as part of the Latin Vulgate 
Psalm 39 (“Expectans expectavi”). We 
contacted Dr James Freeman, 
Medieval Manuscripts Specialist at 
Cambridge University Library, who 
explained that the leaf may be from a 
Psalter, but its small size – just 8cm x 
13cm - suggest it once was part of a 
Book of Hours. These portable prayer 
books were for private devotion.” 

The Bedingfeld family at Oxburgh Hall 
were once rising stars of the Tudor 
Royal Court but Sir Henry Bedingfeld 
refused to sign the Act of Uniformity in 
1559 – which outlawed Catholic Mass. 

The devout Catholic family stayed true 
to their faith over centuries despite 
being ostracised and persecuted and 
even had a secret priest hole at 
Oxburgh to shelter Catholic clergy. The 
manuscript parchment and other 
objects found may well have been used 
in illegal masses and hidden 
deliberately by the family. 

Some tiny pieces of books have also 
been identified including extracts from 
the 1590 edition of book one of “The 
ancient, famous and honourable history 
of Amadis de Gaule,” a chivalric 
romance from the Iberian Peninsula, 
first written c.1420. It is noted that 
Catholics of the period tended to read 
the romances set in Spain, especially 
since the books mention the mass.  

In the north west corner of the house, 
two ancient rats’ nests were found to 
contain over 200 individual fragments 
of high quality textiles including silk, 
velvet, satin, leather, wool and 
embroidered fabrics, which have been 
dated to between the second half of the 
sixteenth century and the eighteenth 
century. The nests also contained 
some scraps of handwritten music from 
the sixteenth century just large enough 
to be identifiable as from a cantus or 
soprano part, possibly from a part 
book. Music is likely to have been part 
of the secret masses held at the house 
with the presence of a secret chapel 
during this period at Oxburgh often 
suggested. 

The most recent discovery, spotted in 
an attic void by a builder, is a complete 
book called the King’s Psalms dated 
1568. Complete with its gilded leather 
binding, it is almost intact. The only 
other known copy is held by The British 
Library.  
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Dead Sea Scroll fragments thought 
to be blank reveal text 

New research has revealed that four 
Dead Sea Scroll manuscript 
fragments housed at The University of 
Manchester’s John Rylands Library, 
which were previously thought to be 
blank, do in fact contain text. The 
discovery means that The University 
of Manchester is the only institution in 
the UK to possess authenticated 
textual fragments of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. 

The study was undertaken as part of a 
Leverhulme-funded study held at 
King’s College London, a 
collaboration between Professor Joan 
Taylor (King’s College London), 
Professor Marcello Fidanzio (Faculty 
of Theology of Lugano) and Dr Dennis 
Mizzi (University of Malta). 

Unlike the recent cases of forgeries 
assumed to be Dead Sea Scrolls 
fragments, all of these small pieces 
were unearthed in the official 
excavations of the Qumran caves, 
and were never passed through the 
antiquities market. 

In the 1950s, the fragments were 
gifted by the Jordanian government to 
Ronald Reed, leather expert at the 
University of Leeds, so he could study 
their physical and chemical 
composition. It was assumed that the 
pieces were ideal for scientific tests, 
as they were blank and relatively 
worthless. These were studied and 
published by Reed and his student 
John Poole, and then stored safely 
away.  

In 1997 the Reed Collection was 
donated to The University of 
Manchester through the initiative of 
Rylands Professor of Biblical Criticism 
and Exegesis, George Brooke. These 
fragments have been stored in Reed’s 
own labelled boxes in The John 
Rylands Library, and have been 
relatively untouched since then.  

When examining the fragments for the 
new study, Professor Taylor thought it 
possible that one of them did actually 
contain a letter, and therefore decided 
to photograph all of the existing 
fragments over 1 cm that appear 
blank to the naked eye, using 
multispectral imaging.  

51 fragments were imaged front and 
back. Six were identified for further 
detailed investigation - of these, it was 
established that four have readable 
Hebrew/Aramaic text written in 
carbon-based ink. The study has also 
revealed ruled lines and small 
vestiges of letters on other fragments. 

The most substantial fragment has the 
remains of four lines of text with 15-16 
letters, most of which are only partially 
preserved, but the word Shabbat 
(Sabbath) can be clearly read. This 
text (Ryl4Q22) may be related to the 
biblical book of Ezekiel (46:1-3). One 
piece with text is the edge of a 
parchment scroll section, with sewn 
thread, and the first letters of two lines 
of text may be seen to the left of this 
binding. 

The sounds of early medieval 
languages, including now extinct 
Early Irish and Old Norse, are to be 
given new life through a pioneering 
European research project. 

Augmented Vocality: Recomposing the 
Sounds of Early Irish and Old Norse, 
led by experts at Royal Birmingham 
Conservatoire, part of Birmingham City 
University, will bring together music 
and historic linguistics experts to look 
at the sonic footprints of Vikings and 
Celts. 

The team, in collaboration with the 
Department of Anglo-Saxon, Norse and 
Celtic at the University of Cambridge 
along with three European 
contemporary music ensembles, will 
apply powerful new vocal processing 
and live electronic music technology to 
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develop new insights into the 
languages by reanimating surviving 
texts – before weaving sounds into new 
compositions for performance. 

Birmingham Contemporary Music 
Group (BCMG) in England, Hard Rain 
Soloist Ensemble in Northern Ireland, 
and BIT20 Ensemble in Norway are 
also partner organisations for the 
project, which has just been awarded 
£485,274 in funding by the Arts and 
Humanities Research Council (AHRC). 

As part of Augmented Vocality: 
Recomposing the Sounds of Early Irish 
and Old Norse project, the team will 
produce a digital audio database and 
sample library; vocal processing and 
live electronics software; two musical 
compositions for one or more voices, 
ensemble and live electronics, public 
concerts, conference presentations and 
workshops in the UK, Ireland and 
Norway. 

Letters and poem of Robert Burns  

The National Library of Scotland  
acquired four letters and part of a poem 
written by Robert Burns at the recent 
Lyon & Turnbull auction on 17 June 
2020 (Acc.14167-Acc.14171). The four 
manuscripts are autograph letters from 
Burns to: Francis Grose, on sending 
him his poem Tam O’Shanter; James 
Smith, on his feelings about Jean 
Armour prior to Burns’s emigration to 
Jamaica; Thomas Sloan, on a recent 
interaction with Robert Riddell of 
Glenriddell; and, David Staig, on writing 
poetry. The poem is part of a Sonnet 
written by Burns on the death of 
Riddell. The material on Riddell is 
especially relevant to the Library’s 
collections as the Glenriddell 
manuscripts of Robert Burns, held at 
the National Library of Scotland, 
constitute the largest single collection 
of Burns’s manuscripts in existence. 

Several of these manuscripts have 
remained out of the public eye for 

decades. The letters and the poem 
have been published previously, but in 
several instances these publications 
came from transcripts of the originals 
which have not been seen since J. 
DeLancey Ferguson edited the letters 
of Robert Burns in 1931. The poem 
demonstrates evidence of Burns’s 
poetic process and contains alterations 
and variants from published versions. 

The National Library of Scotland was 
able to acquire these manuscripts with 
financial assistance from the Soutar 
Trust and the Friends of the National 
Libraries whose generous contribution 
helped to cover the overall costs of the 
purchases. 

Album Amicorum - HAB acquires 
das Große Stammbuch of Philipp 
Hainhofer 

The Herzog August Bibliothek 
Wolfenbüttel (HAB) has made a 
spectacular new acquisition: For about 
3.1 million dollars (2.8 million euros), it 
has bought a “friendship book”, the 
Album Amicorum, the Große 
Stammbuch of Philipp Hainhofer.  

Between 1596 and 1647, emperors, 
kings and princes, diplomats and 
generals contributed to and signed this 
richly illustrated album. The 227-page 
album contains numerous richly 
illustrated decorative pages, some of 
which were designed by renowned 
artists. Duke August the Younger 
himself had already attempted to 
acquire it in 1648 after Hainhofer's 
death. 

In terms of art and cultural history, the 
Große Stammbuch is the most 
important of Hainhofer's four 
Stammbücher. Its decor and its political 
significance outclass all other 25,000 
documented Stammbücher worldwide. 
Until 2006, scholars considered it to be 
lost. The library already owns two of 
Hainhofer's Stammbücher, alongside 
the almost complete legacy of Philipp 
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Hainhofer. Hainhofer’s Große 
Stammbuch is considered the most 
impressive, containing signatures by 
notable figures like Cosimo de’ Medici, 
the Holy Roman Emperor Rudolf II, and 
Christian IV, king of Denmark and 
Norway. Each individual commissioned 
an artist to create a painting to 
accompany their signatures. There are 
around 100 drawings in the book, 
which took more than 50 years to 
compile. 

Dr Peter Burschel, Director of the 
Herzog August Bibliothek: “The Album 

Amicorum of Philipp Hainhofer is the 
library’s most important acquisition 
since it bought the Gospel of Henry the 
Lion and Matilda of England. With this 
acquisition, the Stammbuch will be 
comprehensively and without 
restrictions accessible to research for 
the first time. It provides unparalleled 
insights into the Early Modern political 
culture of trade and art trading. 
Exhibitions, which will make the 
Stammbuch accessible to a broader 
public, are already being planned.” 

 

Digitisation of the Sherborne Missal 

Submitted by Eleanor Jackson, 
Curator of Illuminated Manuscripts, 
The British Library 

Weighing as much as the average 5-
year-old child and containing more 
paintings than most art galleries, the 
Sherborne Missal has been recently 
digitised in full by the British Library.  

The Sherborne Missal (British Library, 
Add MS 74236) was made for the 
Benedictine abbey of St Mary in 
Sherborne, Dorset, between 
approximately 1399 and 1407. With 
lavish illuminations on almost all of its 
694 generously sized pages, it is widely 
recognised as one of the most important 
illuminated manuscripts of late medieval 
England. 

The manuscript was probably 
commissioned by Robert Brunyng, the 
abbot of Sherborne from 1385–1415, 
whose image appears in its pages 
about a hundred times. On many of 
the feast days he is shown wearing 
exceptionally fine vestments of 
brocade, embroidery and jewels, and 
in two instances he is depicted with a 
group of small hunting dogs. 
Occasionally he is portrayed with 
Richard Mitford, bishop of Salisbury 
from 1396–1407. 

The makers of the manuscript also get 
their share of the limelight. Portraits of 
John Siferwas, the principal artist, and 
John Whas, the master scribe, feature 
prominently. Whas also commemorated 
his gruelling scribal labour in his 
colophons.  

Most famously, the Missal contains a 
series of beautifully lifelike 
representations of British birds in the 
margins of the Ordinary and Canon of 
the Mass, most of them inscribed with 
their names in Middle English.  

The Sherborne Missal was purchased 
by the British Library in 1998 with 
generous support from the National 
Heritage Memorial Fund. Select pages 
were previously published online as 
part of the Library's Turning the Pages 
project in 2002. The Missal is the first 
of the Library's medieval manuscripts 
to be made available through a pilot 
project on its IIIF-compliant Universal 
Viewer. This pilot will be extended to 
include further collection items in due 
course.  

The digitisation was announced on the 
Library's Medieval Manuscripts blog on 27 
August 2020 
(https://blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/). 

https://blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/
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Redevelopment of Digital 
Scriptorium 2.0 

The University of Pennsylvania Libraries’ 
Schoenberg Institute for Manuscript 
Studies (SIMS) announces the receipt of 
a $100,000 planning grant from National 
Leadership Grants for Libraries, a 
program of the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS). The IMLS grant 
has been awarded to the Penn Libraries 
on behalf of Digital Scriptorium, a 
consortium of 34 institutional members 
representing American libraries and 
museums across the country. The grant 
will provide funding to plan the 
redevelopment of Digital Scriptorium’s 
online platform. 

Since 1997, Digital Scriptorium has 
been committed to providing free 
online access to its members’ 
collections of pre-modern manuscripts. 
Digital Scriptorium’s ultimate objective 
is to create a novel platform to 
integrate all of its member institutions’ 
collections into an inclusive, open 
access, online catalogue of pre-
modern manuscripts housed in U.S. 
institutions. 

The year-long IMLS grant will support 
the planning phase of redeveloping 
Digital Scriptorium’s existing digital 
platform. Planning will entail refining 
the purpose and scope of DS 2.0; 
developing the DS 2.0 data model; 
and creating a plan for both 
technological and financial 
sustainability. 

A new project on fifteenth century 
London book culture: Whittington’s 
Gift: Reconstructing the Lost 
Common Library of London’s 
Guildhall 

Submitted by Dr Ryan Perry, 
University of Kent (Principal 
Investigator), and Dr Stephen Kelly, 
Queen’s University Belfast (co-
investigator) 

Whittington's Gift aims to demonstrate 
that London citizens created new 
programmes of religious education for 
both the City's clergy and for literate 
lay communities that have hitherto 
gone largely unnoticed by 
scholarship. Thanks to the legacy of 
Richard Whittington (d. 1423), 
perhaps London’s most storied 
mayor, an extraordinary resource for 
religious education emerged under 
the auspices of Whittington’s 
innovative executor, John Carpenter, 
common clerk of London’s Guildhall. 
By tracking the transmission of texts 
that the applicants contend were 
sourced from the Guildhall Library, we 
aim to radically complicate 
understanding of fifteenth century 
devotional culture in the capital and 
beyond. 

This project (Funded by the 
Leverhulme Trust) will assess 
systematically what we hypothesise is 
material evidence that the Guildhall 
book collection caused a revolution in 
models for pastoral learning in 
London. Created for the use of both 
the college of priests attached to the 
Guildhall building complex, but also 
for those directly involved in lay 
spiritual instruction – for those 
described in Carpenter's will as, 
'sermonizancium communi populo' 
(discoursing to the common people), it 
fuelled a thriving culture of religio-
literary production. It is our contention 
that the manuscript record, which 
reveals an extraordinary explosion in 
the production of miscellaneous 
religious books in London, testifies to 
a pastoral drive, a ‘ground up ’
movement driven by the city’s poorer 
clerisy in concert with an aspirational 
mercantile citizenry, simultaneously 
facilitating clerical ministrations and a 
growing demand for spiritually 
improving literature amongst 
Londoners. 



 

 
 
  
 
 

8 

Whittington's Gift promises to 
transform understanding of literacy 
and literary culture in fifteenth-century 
London and overturn an account of 
English religion that still too often 
depends on binaries of orthodox and 
heterodox religiosity. The ‘common-
profit’ books associated with John 
Colop (Carpenter's assistant in setting 
up the charitable foundation of the 
common library), and their circle of 
London affiliates in the city's prelacy 
and citizenry, have been recognised 
as significant (by scholars such as 
Wendy Scase), but this project will 
explore the idea that they are the key 
to explaining a huge and dynamic 
body of Middle English books – what 
Robert Raymo has termed 
'miscellaneous manuals' – that have 
fascinated and mystified book 
historians for decades. The project 
emerges from original preliminary 
research in these and related 
surviving manuscripts. It complements 
and complicates existing claims, by 
Linne Mooney and Estelle Stubbs, 
among others, for the Guildhall as a 
crucial site for secular literary 
production and it promises to yield 
important new findings for scholars of 
English literary history, religious 
history, book history and urban 
studies. 

Two postdoctoral researchers will 
commence work at Kent and Queen’s 
University Belfast in October 2020. 
The project will yield a collaboratively-
written monograph, ‘Multiplicacioun of 
manye bokes': the Guildhall Library 
and London’s Pastoral Revolution, 
and a research anthology of fifteenth 
century pastoral and devotional 
literature entitled ‘Meke Reverence 
and Devotion': A Reader in Late 
Medieval English Religious Writing. 
The anthology will provide a truly 
representative assemblage of Middle 
English devotional and theological 
writing for the first time since Carl 
Horstmann's Yorkshire Writers (1895-

96), with up to 50% of its texts never 
having been edited for publication 
before. 

For further information, contact Dr 
Ryan Perry (r.perry@qub.ac.uk) and 
Dr Stephen Kelly 
(s.p.kelly@qub.ac.uk) 

A Journal of the Schoenberg 
Institute for Manuscript Studies 
available for open access 

Thanks to a generous agreement with 
the University of Pennsylvania Press, all 
Articles and Annotations in Manuscript 
Studies: A Journal of the Schoenberg 
Institute for Manuscript Studies at the 
University are made available for open 
access after one year from the date of 
publication.  

Articles and Annotations from Vol. 4:1 
(Spring 2019) are now available for 
downloading on Penn’s Scholarly 
Commons repository.  

To access the pdfs, go to: 
http://repository.upenn.edu/mss_sims/ 

Digital Birgitta: Birgitta of Sweden 
and her Revelations in England, 
Re-assessed 

Submitted by Julia King, PhD 
candidate, Department of Foreign 
Languages, University of Bergen 

The project “Re-Assessing St Birgitta 
of Sweden and her Revelations in 
Medieval England: Circulation and 
Influence, 1380-1530”, based at the 
University of Bergen, Norway, is 
entering its second year. The four-
year project began in August 2019 
and will continue until August 2023. 
The research team consists of Dr 
Laura Saetveit Miles (PI), Associate 
Professor of English Literature at the 
University of Bergen; postdoc Dr 
Katherine Zieman; and PhD candidate 
Julia King. They are joined by 
developers Ahl Vegard Nilsen and 
Hemed Al Ruwehy from the University 

mailto:r.perry@qub.ac.uk
mailto:s.p.kelly@qub.ac.uk
http://repository.upenn.edu/mss_sims/
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of Bergen Library. Funded by a 
Norwegian Research Council Young 
Research Talents grant, the project 
will create an integrated digital 
resource, “Digital Birgitta”, which 
provides data and tools for 
understanding Birgitta of Sweden’s 
texts and legacy in medieval England. 

Birgitta, one of the six patron saints of 
the European Union, has long been 
celebrated for her Revelations, an 
account of the visions revealed to her 
by Christ and the Virgin Mary. The 
Revelations range in subject from the 
Nativity to contemporary politics, and 
were one of the central texts of the 
Order of Saint Savior, founded by 
Birgitta as directed by Christ in a 
vision. In England, Birgitta and the 
Revelations were deeply influential, 
both under the auspices of Syon 
Abbey, the only English Birgittine 
house founded by Henry V in 1415, 
and in copies and extracts of the 
Revelations themselves, which exist 
in many Latin and Middle English 
manuscripts of the fourteenth, 
fifteenth, and sixteenth centuries. 
However, Birgitta’s legacy in England 
is understudied compared to work on 
her more famous contemporaries 
Margery Kempe and Julian of 
Norwich. This project highlights 
Birgitta’s impact on patterns of 
medieval English authorship, religious 
and literary culture, and on the role of 
women in society, and will ultimately 
develop a new narrative of English 
literary and religious culture centred 
on the impact of Birgitta of Sweden. 

“Digital Birgitta” will consist of an 
Omeka S repository collecting all the 
known instances of Birgitta’s 
Revelations and related texts and 
manuscripts associated with medieval 
England, including many manuscripts 
associated with Syon Abbey. This 
repository will integrate digital editions 
of previously unedited shorter extracts 
of the Revelations, using IIIF-

compliant images in a Mirador viewer, 
and provide data for network 
diagrams of the relationships between 
people, manuscripts, and texts related 
to Birgitta and her Revelations.  

The first year of the project was spent 
creating a data model and 
infrastructure for Digital Birgitta, and 
gathering data from manuscripts in 
North American and British collections 
for network analysis and editing. Once 
public, the data from the project will 
be available and Open Access to all 
interested researchers. 

Over the next three years, the project 
will host panels at the Leeds and 
Kalamazoo congresses (a panel set 
to be presented at Leeds 2020 has 
been postponed to Leeds 2021), and 
present at the Birgittine Circles 
conference in Vadstena, Sweden 
(now postponed to August 2021). The 
academic project team of Miles, 
Zieman, and King will be in Oxford 
and London in Fall 2021 (postponed 
from Fall 2020) to continue primary 
source gathering and consultations 
with members of the project board at 
a workshop, with a closing conference 
in Bergen at the end of the project.  

FAMOUS in the Bodleian Libraries, 
Oxford   

In October 2019 the library started a 
project funded by the Mellon 
Foundation to develop the infrastructure 
for search and discovery across a 
number of several different special 
collections catalogues in Oxford.  

The project, known as FAMOUS 
(‘Finding Archives and Manuscripts in 
Oxford’s Unique Special Collections’) is 
scheduled to run for three years, and 
will create new online catalogues for the 
Bodleian’s highly important early 
modern manuscript collections, and for 
its collection of charters and seals. 
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Cataloguing Greek Papyri, Ostraca 
and Tablets from the British Library 
Collections 

Submitted by Federica Micucci, Greek 
papyri cataloguer and researcher, The 
British Library 

The Ancient, Medieval and Early 
Modern Manuscripts section of the 
Western Heritage Department in the 
British Library holds a remarkable 
collection of ancient material, 
comprising over 3,100 papyri and 4,100 
ostraca (potsherds reused for writing), 
in addition to a number of wooden and 
wax tablets. The texts, originating from 
Egypt and written in Ancient Greek (with 
the exception of a few Latin pieces), 
span from the early third century BC to 
the early eighth century AD, and cover 
all phases of what has been called the 
‘Greek millennium’ of Egypt’s history, 
when Greek was the language of the 
administration following Alexander the 
Great’s conquest in 332 BC.  

The collection, originally part of the 
British Museum and formed during the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, 
includes stunning pieces of Greek 
literature, which are, in some cases, the 
only surviving copies of works otherwise 
lost or unknown. Moreover, the vast 
majority of these texts are documents 
that provide first-hand information on 
the economy, society, administration, 
geography of the country during the 
Greco-Roman and Late Antique period, 
offering lively glimpses into the 
everyday life of ordinary people. The 
collection includes official documents as 
well as private letters, complaints, legal 
proceedings recording family disputes, 
tax-receipts, contracts, wills and much 
more. 

The collection of Greek papyri was fully 
digitised in 2017, during the last phase 
of the Library’s Greek Manuscripts 
Digitisation Project. The following year 
marked the beginning of the cataloguing 
project, which is still ongoing. Since 

2018, the British Library’s online 
catalogue Digitised Manuscripts has 
been regularly enriched with high-
resolution images and catalogue 
records, and currently includes more 
than 1,000 papyri. Among the highlights 
now fully available online are the 
famous papyrus roll preserving twenty 
poems (epinicians and dithyrambs) of 
the fifth-century BC lyric poet 
Bacchylides (Papyrus 733, II c.), and 
the so-called ‘Harris Homer Roll’ 
(Papyrus 107, I/II c.), supposedly found 
in the ‘crocodile pit’ of Maabdeh 
(Egypt), which contains almost the 
entire eighteenth book of Homer’s Iliad. 

In addition, we have worked with 
colleagues internationally on two 
projects to digitise the Greek ostraca 
and tablets. A two-year collaboration 
with the Ägyptisches Museum und 
Papyrussammlung of the Staatliche 
Museen in Berlin resulted in the 
digitisation of around 250 British Library 
ostraca originating from Elephantine (an 
island around present-day Aswan, in 
Upper Egypt), which are now described 
and available on Digitised Manuscripts. 

Another collaboration with the Center 
for the Tebtunis Papyri in the Bancroft 
Library (UC Berkeley) led to the 
digitisation of all the Greek tablets in the 
British Library. These are wax tablets, 
on which the writing was scratched with 
a stylus, or wooden boards, sometimes 
covered with white paint, written on with 
pen and ink. Among these is an item 
(Add MS 34186) that featured in the 
British Library exhibition ‘Writing: 
Making Your Mark’ (spring 2019), 
preserving some school exercises from 
almost 2,000 years ago, with tasks in 
numeracy and literacy. 

The Greek papyri, ostraca and tablets 
can be viewed at 
http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/.  

http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/
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Hill Museum & Manuscript Library 
completes digital cataloguing of 
Khalidi Library’s manuscript 
collection 

The Khalidi Library in East Jerusalem 
and The Hill Museum & Manuscript 
Library (HMML) at Saint John’s 
University have announced that the 
complete digitised manuscript collection 
of the Khalidi Library has been re-
catalogued for online access and is now 
available for viewing through HMML’s 
digital platform, vHMML. 

From 2014 to 2016, HMML worked with 
the Khalidi Library to preserve its 
manuscript collection through 
digitisation. Now that the collection is 
fully catalogued, it is both accessible 
and searchable to everyone, anywhere, 
seeking to learn more about the Islamic 
and Ottoman cultural heritage of 
Palestine. 

The library of the Khalidi family, among 
the most prominent and oldest 
Palestinian families of Jerusalem, was 
established in 1900 as part of the family 
trust (waqf dhirri), to be open to the 
public, with the aim of encouraging the 
spread of learning, and reviving interest 
in the classics of Islamic learning, as 
well as modern subjects. The Library 
survived many periods of closure due to 
the various upheavals of the region’s 
recent history, and threats to its 
Ayyubid/Mameluke-era premises 
especially since the Israeli occupation 
of East Jerusalem in 1967. 

The collection includes hundreds of 
works on legal topics—by authors 
affiliated with all four schools of Islamic 
law—along with works on the 
interpretation and recitation of the 
Qur’an, on Sufi thought and practice, 
and on topics as diverse as grammar, 
rhetoric, astronomy, medicine, and 
mathematics. The majority of the texts 
are written in Arabic, but there are small 
portions in Ottoman Turkish and 

Persian, and two manuscripts in 
Kurdish. 

The oldest dated manuscript in the 
library is a collection of hadith (stories 
and sayings of the Prophet Muhammad) 
by ‘Ali al-Qabisi that was copied in 
1027, only fifteen years after the 
author’s death. The library preserves 
numerous copies of texts by the 
greatest authors of Ottoman Palestine, 
some of which have never been 
published in print, but also attests to 
close connections with their 
counterparts in Istanbul, Cairo, and 
other important centres of the Islamic 
world. Some of the manuscripts are 
beautifully decorated with floral motifs, 
narrative illustrations, or scientific 
diagrams. This is the first time that the 
Persian and Kurdish manuscripts in the 
collection have been catalogued. 

While the Khalidi collection is 
accessible for viewing and consulting 
online via vHMML and soon, through 
the Khalidi Library website, researchers 
may obtain digital copies of full 
manuscripts by written request to the 
Library.  

Book Owners Online: A New Online 
Resource for Book Historians 

Book Owners Online is a directory of 
historical book owners, with information 
about their libraries, and signposts to 
further reference sources.  

The database is a development from 
David Pearson's listing of English book 
owners of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries available on the 
Bibliographical Society's web site. 

Based on the software that 
runs Wikipedia, it is designed as an 
easy-to-use database built round a 
backbone of owners of all kinds, with 
details of their careers and libraries, and 
on where to look for more information. It 
includes images of characteristic 
markings, where these can be obtained, 
such as inscriptions, bookplates and 
armorials. It gathers evidence from a 
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wide range of sources – surviving 
books, lists and inventories, sale 
catalogues, information from wills, use 
of bookplates, and more – rather than 
from any particular libraries. It is not a 
comprehensive provenance index for all 
the names to be found in books – which 
would be a different undertaking – but 
concentrates on people who we know 
owned enough books to justify a 
narrative. 

The project is a collaboration between 
the Bibliographical Society and 
the Centre for Editing Lives & 
Letters at UCL, with support from 
the Bodleian Library. 

It currently covers only seventeenth-
century English book owners – people 
who died between 1610 and 1715 – but 
aims to expand both chronologically 
and geographically.   

The database can be consulted at 
https://bookowners.online/. See also 
http://www.bibsoc.org.uk/content/book-
owners-online. 

Exeter College, Oxford eCataloguing  

Andrew Watson’s catalogue of the 
manuscripts of Exeter College, Oxford, 
was converted to TEI with funding from 
the Rector and Fellows the College and 
is now available via the growing union 
catalogue ‘Medieval Manuscripts in 
Oxford Libraries’ 
(https://medieval.bodleian.ox.ac.uk) 

Bodleian Libraries Archives and 
Manuscripts 

The Bodleian Libraries has launched a 
new online catalogue of modern (post-
1500) archives and manuscripts.  

It contains descriptions of archives and 
manuscript material created between c. 
1500 and the 21st century. Material 
described is predominantly in 
manuscript form, but also includes 
photographic material, audiovisual 
items and born-digital content.  

Visit: https://archives.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/. 

2,500 rare texts from Islamic world to 
go online  

The National Library of Israel is 
digitising a collection of manuscripts 
and books dating back to the ninth 
century. The NLI in Jerusalem has 
announced that with a generous grant 
from Arcadia, a charitable fund of Lisbet 
Rausing and Peter Baldwin, it will be 
opening digital access to over 2,500 
rare Islamic manuscripts and books 
from its world-class collection. 

The project will include digitisation and 
uploading of high-resolution images; 
improving item descriptions in Arabic 
and English; and the design and 
development of a tri-lingual (English-
Hebrew-Arabic) digital platform. The 
digital platform will feature high-
resolution images accompanied by 
user-friendly search options, tools and 
content. The project is expected to be 
completed in three years' time. 

Find out more: 
https://www.nli.org.il/en/content/announ
cements/islam-arcadia 

MEMSlib: A New Digital Resources 
Platform for Manuscripts Studies and 
the History of the Book 

Launched on 18 July 2020, MEMSlib is 
a digital resource platform that seeks to 
support scholars and students in 
researching medieval and early modern 
manuscripts and books. This student-
led project developed out of a shared 
desire to support academic peers and 
colleagues during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

The site brings together a wide range of 
digital resources and research 
materials, grouped according to period 
and subject. Its content is provided by 
students, scholars, librarians and 
archivists of the University of Kent and 
Canterbury Cathedral Archives. 
MEMSlib aims to be a lasting resource 
and welcomes the addition of resources 
and materials. You can sign up to 
become a member, which will allow you 

https://bookowners.online/
http://www.bibsoc.org.uk/content/book-owners-online
http://www.bibsoc.org.uk/content/book-owners-online
https://medieval.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
https://archives.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.nli.org.il/en/content/announcements/islam-arcadia
https://www.nli.org.il/en/content/announcements/islam-arcadia
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to access the forum where users can 
reach out to others to request specific 
research materials.  

Visit: https://www.memslib.co.uk/ 

The Royal Library of Belgium 
digitises hundreds of manuscripts 
from the Library of the Dukes of 
Burgundy 

The Royal Library of Belgium (KBR) has 
digitised 213 manuscripts that are part 
of the collection of the Library of the 
Dukes of Burgundy, which was started 
by Philip the Bold in the fourteenth 
century. The collection grew as the 
Burgundian dukes became interested in 
acquiring the works of many of fifteenth-
century Europe’s leading artists. By the 
time of Charles the Bold’s death, the 
collection contained as many as 950 
volumes, of which around 270 are now 
held at Brussels in the KBR.  

Among the manuscripts that have been 
digitised are the Chroniques de Hainaut 
by Jacques de Guise, the Peterborough 
Psalter, the Histoires de Charles Martel, 
the Roman de Girart de Nevers and the 
Croniques et Conquestes de 
Charlemagne. They can be viewed 
online at 
https://belgica.kbr.be/BELGICA/  

The digitisation is part of the new KBR 
museum, which is scheduled to open in 
Brussels on 18 September 2020. For 
more information, visit: 
https://www.kbr.be/en/museum/   

New online portal for medieval and 
early modern German manuscripts  

The DFG-funded project 
Handschriftenportal (German 
Manuscripts Portal) aims to develop a 
central information platform for 
medieval and early modern 
manuscripts, which will supersede the 
online database Manuscripta 
Mediaevalia on a cutting-edge technical 
basis. The Handschriftenportal will 
assemble descriptive information on 
manuscripts in German collections, as 

well as record or integrate digital 
facsimiles of the original manuscripts. 
All the data on the platform will be made 
available in interoperable exchange 
formats.  

This DFG-funded collaborative project 
is being carried out by four partner 
institutions: the Staatsbibliothek zu 
Berlin (Berlin State Library),  
Universitätsbibliothek Leipzig (Leipzig 
University Library), Bayerische 
Staatsbibliothek München (Bavarian 
State Library), and Herzog August 
Bibliothek Wolfenbüttel (Herzog 
August Library in Wolfenbüttel). The 
platform is being developed in close 
consultation with the German 
Handschriftenzentren (manuscript 
centres) and an academic advisory 
board. Visit: 
https://handschriftenportal.de/?lang=en  

New Database: Medieval Manuscripts 
in Flemish Collections 

The MMFC database (Medieval 
Manuscripts in Flemish Collections) was 
created in 2020 with a grant from The 
Flemish government.  

The MMFC surveyed and described 
medieval manuscripts (up to 1600) in 
Flemish collections, prioritising about 
2500 manuscripts in Flemish institutions 
that were less documented and poorly 
catalogued.  

The database provides detailed 
descriptions of their contents, but also 
of their codicological and art historical 
features.  

Visit: https://vlaamse-
erfgoedbibliotheken.be/en/node/4250. 

Unlocking the Archive: Discover 
Historic Books from East Anglia 

During the COVID-19 lockdown, the 
University of East Anglia's Unlocking 
the Archive team, in cooperation with 
the National Trust (Blickling Estate) and 
the Norfolk Library and Information 
Service has launched a new interactive 
digital resource that allows visitors to 

https://www.memslib.co.uk/
https://belgica.kbr.be/BELGICA/
https://www.kbr.be/en/museum/
https://handschriftenportal.de/?lang=en
https://vlaamse-erfgoedbibliotheken.be/en/node/4250
https://vlaamse-erfgoedbibliotheken.be/en/node/4250
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look inside some of East Anglia’s 
historic books.  

The resource allows visitors to explore 
and engage with digitised images of 
some of the highlights of the collections 
of the Blickling Estate, Norfolk Heritage 
Centre, and King's Lynn Public Library.  

Visit: 
https://discoverhistoricbooks.unlockingt
hearchive.co.uk/  

Now Online: Hundreds of Petitions to 
the House of Lords from the 
Seventeenth Century 

The AHRC-funded project Power of 
Petitioning in Seventeenth-Century 
England has made a volume with over 
730 petitions addressed to the House of 
Lords – with a few to the House of 
Commons – public on British History 
Online (https://www.british-
history.ac.uk/petitions/house-of-lords).  

Full transcriptions of these manuscripts 
from the Parliamentary Archives are 
now freely available to be read online, 
alongside hundreds of other petitions 
from local archives and from the 
national ‘State Papers’. The volume 
represents the last of seven sets of 
transcribed petitions, the previous sets 
including material from the quarter 
sessions of Cheshire, Derbyshire, 
Staffordshire, Worcestershire and the 
City of Westminster, as well as from the 
State Papers in The National Archives. 

In seventeenth-century England, 
petitioning was ubiquitous. Parliament 
was an obvious focal point for people 
with grievances and demands, as a 
‘representative’ institution that played 
an increasingly active part in 
encouraging the submission of 
petitions, and as the highest court in the 
land. At times, MPs and peers were 
inundated with supplications, from all 
corners of the land, and all sorts of 
people. Due to the devastating Palace 
of Westminster fire of 1834 – when the 
papers of the Upper House were 

deemed more valuable than those of 
the Lower House – the overwhelming 
majority of those that survive are 
contained within the archives of the 
House of Lords, and the transcriptions 
in this volume represent a small sample 
of the texts that have been preserved.  

Rather than select texts on the basis of 
important events and famous people, the 
project has transcribed as many as 
possible – usually all – from particular 
years when Parliament met 1597, 1601, 
1606, 1610, 1614, 1621, 1624, 1640, 
1648, 1661, 1671, 1679, 1689 and 1696. 

These petitions provide ample testimony 
about the range of issues that motivated 
petitioners, about their expectations of 
Parliament, and about the responses 
they received. For example, since peers 
took it upon themselves to address 
problems with the legal system, they 
encountered people like Philip Page 
(1624), who professed to be ‘a poore 
oppressed prisoner in the comon wardes 
of the Fleet’. Page narrated a sorry tale 
of troubles in the Court of Chancery, and 
of his mistreatment, which was ‘contrary 
to all equity and conscience’, ‘against 
common sence’, and indeed ‘fraudulent’. 
He turned to peers as ‘the principall 
pillars who support equity and common 
good’. 

What makes this all the more interesting 
is that amongst its forty-six signatories 
were at least fourteen women, headed 
by Mary Pyke. Petitions to the Lords, in 
other words, shed valuable light upon 
the lives and work of ordinary women. 

Overall, the topics covered by the 
petitions in this volume – from rich and 
poor, and from individuals as well as 
large groups – ranged across all 
aspects of contemporary life, from debt 
and imprisonment to litigation and 
property, as well as the economy, the 
church and the state.  

For more information on the project, 
visit: https://petitioning.history.ac.uk/  

https://discoverhistoricbooks.unlockingthearchive.co.uk/
https://discoverhistoricbooks.unlockingthearchive.co.uk/
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/petitions/house-of-lords
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/petitions/house-of-lords
https://petitioning.history.ac.uk/
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THE LYELL LECTURES 2020  

Writing models from manuscript to 
print: France, England and Europe, c. 
1400–1800 

Online lectures 

29 September, 1, 6 and 8 October 
2020 

In a series of four lectures, Marc Smith, 
Professeur de Paléographie at the Ecole 
Nationale des Chartes, addresses a 
number of technical, commercial and 
cultural issues raised by the cataloguing 
and scrutiny of French writing books, 
hitherto the least charted territory in 
early modern calligraphy. The topics of 
the lectures are as follows: 

Lecture 1: Writing Models and the 
Formation of National Scripts 
(29 September 2020, 5pm).   

Lecture 2: Bibliography and the Life 
Cycles of Writing Books (1 
October 2020, 5pm). 

Lecture 3: Renaissance Calligraphy from 
Pen to Press and Back (6 October 2020, 
5pm). 

Lecture 4: The Golden Age of French 
Writing Masters? (8 October 2020, 5pm).  

Tickets will be made available soon. For 
more information, see: 
https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/lyell-
lectures-2020  

ONLINE EVENTS SUPPORTED BY 
THE FRIENDS OF THE BODLEIAN 

Richard Ovenden, Burning the books: 
a history of knowledge under attack 

29 September 2020, 1-2pm  

Bodley’s Librarian Richard Ovenden will 
discuss the long history of the 
destruction of libraries and archives, 
ranging from the ancient world to the era 
of cyberwarfare. 

His talk will highlight both the social 
importance of preserving knowledge, as 

well as the role of librarians and 
archivists who have risked and even lost 
their own lives to protect the knowledge 
in their care. The talk is associated with 
the book of the same title to be 
published in September 2020. This is a 
free event, but booking is required. For 
more information, see: 
https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/burni
ng-the-books-a-history-of-knowledge-
under-attack  

Jewish Treasures in Oxford 

27 October 2020, 1-2pm 

There are many rare, beautiful and 
scholarly Hebrew and Jewish 
manuscripts in the Bodleian Library and 
the libraries of the colleges of the 
University of Oxford. 

What is less known is how these 
collections of manuscripts were originally 
assembled, who the collectors were and 
how their possessions ended up in the 
Bodleian and in Oxford. 

The stories behind the collectors and 
their collections are full of politics, 
religion, ambition and scholarly 
passions. 

This is a chance to see how a library of 
libraries combined to form one of the 
world’s richest collections of Hebrew 
manuscripts. For more information, see: 

https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/cesa
r-merchan-hamann-jewish-treasures-in-
oxford  

CAMBRIDGE BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
SOCIETY LECTURES 

Cambridge University Library 

12 May (Postponed, new date not yet 
announced) 

Dr Jean-Pascal Pouzet (University of 
Limoges & CESCM, Poitiers), 'The 
Library of Richard Holdsworth (1590-
1649): New Light on the Manuscripts'.  

https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/lyell-lectures-2020
https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/lyell-lectures-2020
https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/burning-the-books-a-history-of-knowledge-under-attack
https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/burning-the-books-a-history-of-knowledge-under-attack
https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/burning-the-books-a-history-of-knowledge-under-attack
https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/cesar-merchan-hamann-jewish-treasures-in-oxford
https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/cesar-merchan-hamann-jewish-treasures-in-oxford
https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/cesar-merchan-hamann-jewish-treasures-in-oxford
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CONSERVATION: TOGETHER AT 
HOME WEBINAR SERIES 

Online lectures 

While we were all working from home 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Icon 
Book & Paper Group Committee made a 
series of recorded live streamed talks 
available online. Through 46 recorded 
videos, they offered support for the 
community of conservators and 
conservation students, mindful that 
working from or learning at home may 
mean re-imagining the ways in which 
conservators normally approach their 
roles. 

Members of the Weston Library 
conservation team contributed to the 
series of ICON books and paper group 
webinars: Andrew Honey presented on 
faults in seventeenth-century paper 
(https://youtu.be/Ax2-YOKc9L0) and 
Fiona McLees on Kafka's papers 
(https://youtu.be/Lw8fZaKdZ6Q).  

For all the recordings, see: 
https://icon.org.uk/groups/book-
paper/conservation-together-at-home-
webinar-series. 

 
 
 
 

Oxford Bibliographical Society Grants 
Application Deadline: 31 March 

The Oxford Bibliographical Society is 
offering an annual series of grants to help in 
defraying the costs of holding conferences, 
exhibitions and workshops; to support small 
projects such as the web-publication of 
unpublished catalogues of manuscripts and 
printed books; and to provide assistance to 
scholars in obtaining reproductions or 
undertaking essential travel (including 
accommodation costs) as part of projects 
whose aims are in line with those of the 
Oxford Bibliographical Society. 

Applications should comprise a brief outline 
of the project; its overall cost; the name, 
address and e-mail address of one referee; 
and the applicant’s contact details. 
Applications submitted to the Grants Officer 
by 31 March in each year will be evaluated 
by Council at its Spring meeting.  

Funding levels may vary from year to year, 
but it is anticipated that Council will make 
awards of not more than £1,500 in total in 
each year. 

For more information, visit: 
https://www.oxbibsoc.org.uk/OBSgrants 

The Friends of the National Libraries 
Grant  

Application Deadline: 1st of March, June 
and November, annually (however, urgent 
applications may be submitted at any time) 

The Friends of the National Libraries (FNL) 
helps university libraries, national libraries, 
museums, art galleries and record offices 
acquire books, manuscripts and archives 
that you would not otherwise have 
resources for to purchase. Its two main 
criteria when awarding grants are the 
historical, literary and other qualities of the 
proposed acquisition and its significance to 
your collection. It also takes into account 
price, condition and provenance. 

Grants typically range from £500-£20,000. 
The FNL usually contributes part of the cost 
of an acquisition, but may be willing to meet 
the total cost. Receiving a grant from the 
FNL often helps unlock other sources of 
funding and, if you require additional 
funding, it may be able to suggest possible 
sources to which you can apply. 

To apply please complete a form at 
https://www.fnl.org.uk/pages/22-applying-
for-grants  or, for further details, visit: 
https://www.fnl.org.uk/pages/24-faq  

 

https://youtu.be/Ax2-YOKc9L0
https://youtu.be/Lw8fZaKdZ6Q
https://icon.org.uk/groups/book-paper/conservation-together-at-home-webinar-series
https://icon.org.uk/groups/book-paper/conservation-together-at-home-webinar-series
https://icon.org.uk/groups/book-paper/conservation-together-at-home-webinar-series
https://www.oxbibsoc.org.uk/OBSgrants
https://www.fnl.org.uk/pages/22-applying-for-grants
https://www.fnl.org.uk/pages/22-applying-for-grants
https://www.fnl.org.uk/pages/24-faq


 

 
 
  
 
 

17 

National Conservation Service: 
Conservation Grants Fund 
Application Deadline: rolling 

The NCS Conservation Grants Fund has 
been established to promote fund-raising 
for conservation and to provide small 
grants.  You can donate to the NCS Fund, 
apply for a grant from it or set up your own 
campaign to raise funds for a project. 

The Fund is intended to offer small grants 
(typically £500-£1,000) for a range of 
purposes detailed on their website: 
http://ncs.org.uk/ncsgrantfund.php. All 
heritage collecting institutions (public and 
private) that make their collections available 
to researchers in some form are eligible to 
apply for a grant. Any collection or object 
type can be the subject of a grant 
application. There is no fixed timetable for 
grant applications.  

The NCS has also teamed up with the 
charity fund-raising support organisation 
CharityCheckout to provide a means of 
donating to the Fund and they would be 
delighted if AMARC members were to 
consider doing so. The Fund also provides 
a mechanism to promote crowd-funding by 
institutions and by their users. If you are an 
archive, library or museum with a user 
group, or a user/researcher who wishes an 
otherwise inaccessible item to be 
conserved and made available, you can 
use the Fund Raise option on their website 
to start a campaign amongst your friends or 
community to raise funds towards a project. 
The donations made to your campaign will 
automatically be ring-fenced for that 
purpose. 

National Manuscripts Conservation Trust 
Application Deadline: 1 October and 1 April, 
annually 

Grants of £1,000-£20,000 are available to 
non-national institutions such as county 
record offices, museums, university 
archives / special collections, cathedral 
archives and libraries and other specialist 
collection institutions. The NMCT is 
particularly interested in projects that have 
a training element (e.g. internships; 

enhancing skills of experience 
conservators; etc.). This is not mandatory 
but welcomed as part of the grant 
application. 

Application forms and FAQs can be found 
on our website: www.nmct.co.uk.  

Cathedral Archives, Libraries & 
Collections Association (CALCA)  
Application deadline: 1 November 2019 

CALCA offers modest funding to 
enterprises that support their stated aims: 
To provide for the development of best 
practice in and the exchange of information 
about all aspects of the care, development 
and promotion of archives, libraries and 
collections in the cathedrals of Great Britain 
and Ireland, to secure their continuing 
educational role within the wider mission of 
their governing bodies.  

CALCA invites applications from fully paid 
up members of two years or more standing 
for grants in areas such as the following:  

 Help in defraying the costs of holding 
conferences and workshops. 

 Support for small projects such as the 
web-publication of unpublished 
catalogues. 

 Assistance to members in undertaking 
essential travel as part of work in line 
with CALCA’s aims. 

 The provision of equipment, such as 
perhaps book supports, to facilitate 
access to collections. 

 Assistance with the necessary purchase 
of manuscripts and archives to benefit 
the CALCA community. 

 Carrying out conservation work on 
manuscripts and archives or providing 
equipment such as data loggers to help 
in monitoring environments. 

Funding levels may vary from year to year, 
but it is anticipated that the committee will 
make awards of not more than £250 each, 
and of not more than £500 in total each 
year.  

For further details, see: 
https://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpr
ess.com/grants/  

http://ncs.org.uk/ncsgrantfund.php
http://www.nmct.co.uk/
https://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/grants/
https://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/grants/
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The Bibliographical Society 
Application Deadline: 11 January 2021 

The Bibliographical Society invites 
applications for awards from scholars 
engaged in bibliographical research (on, for 
example, book history, textual transmission, 
publishing, printing, bookbinding, book-
ownership and book-collecting). 

The Society makes Minor Grants for 
immediate research needs, such as for 
microfilms or travelling expenses, and 
Major Grants for longer-term support, for 
example to assist with prolonged visits to 

libraries and archives. The Society also 
makes subventions to conference 
organisers to subsidise attendance by 
postgraduate students at bibliographical 
conferences. The Society gives £1,500 for 
student bursaries at the London Rare 
Books School, which selects the recipients. 

Application forms for each of these awards 
can be found on: 
http://www.bibsoc.org.uk/fellowships/applic
ation-procedure.  

For more information, see: 
http://www.bibsoc.org.uk/fellowships. 

 Marco Manuscript Workshop 2021: 
“Immaterial Culture” 

The Marco Institute for Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies, University of 
Tennessee 
5–6 February 2021 

The sixteenth annual Marco Manuscript 
Workshop is an online event led by 
Professors Maura K. Lafferty (Classics) 
and Roy M. Liuzza (English), and is 
hosted by the Marco Institute for 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies at 
the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 

This year’s workshop will consider some 
of the recent challenges that researchers 
have faced with the suspension of travel, 
the closing of libraries and universities, 
and the quarantine restrictions that have 
kept so many of us in our homes. How 
can our field, which has always 
emphasized the importance of physical 
place and tactile artifacts, work 
successfully in isolation and at a 
distance? What does it mean for us 
when our work takes place in an 
incorporeal world of light and numbers 
rather than ink and flesh, in matrices of 
data rather than dusty rooms?  

The workshop aims to explore the 
advantages and disadvantages of this 
“immaterial culture,” and to think about 

how our work is shaped by access or 
lack of access to manuscripts, texts, 
catalogues, and objects. The organisers 
would like to hear about experiences 
working remotely, discoveries made 
using virtual archives or catalogues, or 
advice on how to study manuscripts 
without visiting archives or how to teach 
codicology without a library. They 
welcome stories of scholars who have 
been productive in constrained 
circumstances. They would also like to 
learn from the experience of those for 
whom archives have been inaccessible 
for other reasons – scholars who are 
homebound, visually impaired, or 
otherwise physically challenged, or 
those whose access to libraries and 
collections has been restricted or 
denied. How have these constraints 
shaped your work? What can these 
experiences tell us about our discipline? 
They welcome presentations on any 
aspect of this topic, broadly imagined. 

The workshop is open to scholars and 
graduate students in any field who are 
engaged in textual editing, manuscript 
studies, or epigraphy. Individual 75-
minute sessions will be devoted to each 
project; participants will be asked to 
introduce their text and its context, 
discuss their approach to working with 

http://www.bibsoc.org.uk/fellowships/application-procedure
http://www.bibsoc.org.uk/fellowships/application-procedure
http://www.bibsoc.org.uk/fellowships
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their material, and exchange ideas and 
information with other participants.  

The organisers will prepare an online 
repository where presenters can place 
abstracts, presentations, or supporting 
material for access by all attendees. As 
in previous years, the workshop is 
intended to be more like a class than a 
conference; participants are encouraged 
to share new discoveries and unfinished 
work, to discuss both their successes 
and frustrations, to offer practical advice 
and theoretical insights, and to work 
together towards developing better 
professional skills for textual and 
codicological work.  

The organisers particularly invite the 
presentation of works in progress, 
unusual problems, practical difficulties, 
and new or experimental models for 
studying or representing manuscript 
texts. 

The deadline for applications is October 
9, 2020. Applicants are asked to submit 
a current CV and a two-page abstract of 
their project to Roy M. Liuzza, preferably 
via email to rliuzza@utk.edu. Presenters 
will receive a $500 honorarium for their 
participation 

The workshop is also open at no cost to 
scholars and students who do not wish 
to present their own work. 
Preregistration will be required and 
spaces will be limited. Further details will 
be available later in the year; for more 
information, contact the Marco Institute 
at marco@utk.edu. 

How to investigate student notes 
from the Renaissance (ca. 1300–
1600)? 

KU Leuven, 27-28 May, 2021 

KU Leuven Faculty of Arts will host a 
workshop entitled “How to investigate 
student notes from the Renaissance (ca. 
1300–1600)?”.  

This workshop frames within an ongoing 
research project (2018–2022) on the 

teaching of Latin, Greek, and Hebrew in 
the sixteenth-century Southern Low 
Countries, supervised by Jan Papy and 
Raf Van Rooy and supported by Toon 
Van Hal and Pierre Van Hecke. 

Questions that will be addressed 
include, but are not limited to: 

 The method of analysis: How 
should we analyse student 
notes from the Renaissance? 
What tools can help us? How 
can we determine whether a 
body of notes reflects either 
oral courses or personal 
reading? 

 The method of presentation: 
How can we edit them in a 
meaningful way? What other 
channels and digital media can 
be used to disseminate and 
communicate the results? 

 The form and typology of 
student notes: How are they set 
up and why this way? What 
kinds of notes are there? What 
tendencies can we discern? 

 the historical value of student 
notes: What can they teach us? 
And what not? 

 the context of the student 
notes: How and to what extent 
do they reflect classroom 
practices? How are they related 
to printed text, if at all? On what 
support are they written? To 
what extent are humanist ideals 
and scholarship perceptible in 
the notes? 

Proposals of no more than 250 words for 
20-minute papers in English or French 
should be sent to 
maxime.maleux@kuleuven.be before 1 
November 2020.  

For more information, see: 
https://sites.google.com/view/leuvenstud
entnotes2020   

https://sites.google.com/view/leuvenstudentnotes2020
https://sites.google.com/view/leuvenstudentnotes2020
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Reshaping the Early Modern Book 
World: Competition, Protection, 
Consumption  

University of Milan, 2–4 December 2020 

This international conference marks the 
conclusion of the EMoBookTrade project 
funded by the European Research 
Council and directed by Professor 
Angela Nuovo. At the core of this five-
year project are two powerful and 
innovative tools which facilitate, on the 
one hand, the study of the privilege 
system in Venice from the introduction of 
printing in the Serenissima until 1603, 
and on the other hand, the prices of 
books in Europe. This information is 
organised in two related and fully 
searchable databases, available online 
to all researchers. 

The conference features 20-minute 
papers in English, French or Italian on 
topics such as the economics of the 
early modern book trade, the privilege 
system and its use by authors and 
publishers, and booksellers and 
business strategies [programme to be 
published].  

The Total Library: Aspirations for 
Complete Knowledge in the Middle 
Ages and Renaissance  

Barnard College, New York City 
5 December 2020 [Zoom conference] 

The 27th biennial conference of the 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies 
Program of Barnard College (New York 
City) is a one-day online conference that 
will explore the aspiration for complete 
knowledge in the Middle Ages and 
Renaissance.  

This aspiration was expressed 
in atlases, herbals, encyclopedias that 
were meant to mirror and maybe tame 
the diversity of the earth by including in 
their pages everything. Whether virtuous 
or problematic, the fantasy of the 

complete mastery of knowledge created 
utopias of learning. Scholars of multiple 
disciplines (art history, history, literary 
studies, religion, history of science) will 
address questions about the 
technologies, social structures, and 
modes of thought that shape what 
knowledge means at a given moment.  

Plenary speakers will include Ann Blair 
of Harvard University and Elias 
Muhanna of Brown University 
[Programme to be confirmed]. Please 
note that, due to COVID-19, this 
conference will be held online via Zoom.  

For more information, contact: Rachel 
Eisendrath (reisendr@barnard.edu). 

Opening the Sacred Text: Meaning, 
Materiality, Historiography 

Bodleian Library, Oxford 
14-15 December 2020 (workshop) 
16-17 December 2020 (conference) 

POSTPONED TO 2021 

An interdisciplinary workshop and 
conference at the Bodleian Library, 
Oxford brings together scholars from 
around the world to study the decorative 
frontispieces and so-called carpet pages 
that are a remarkable feature of 
manuscripts from diverse cultures, 
including Islam, Judaism and 
Christianity. 

Old Books and New Technologies: 
Medieval Books and the Digital 
Humanities in the Low Countries  

Royal Library of Belgium, Brussels,  
6-7 May 2021 

KBR, in partnership with the Campus 
Condorcet of Paris, the National Library 
of Luxembourg, the KB national library of 
the Netherlands, the universities of 
Ghent, Leuven, Liège, Mons and Namur, 
and the Vlaamse Erfgoedbibliotheken, 
organises an international conference on 
medieval books and the digital 
humanities in the Low Countries. It will 
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bring together representatives from 
libraries, museums, archives with 
researchers interested in the ‘medieval 
book and new technologies’. 

Particular emphasis will be placed on the 
methodological dimension of the use of 
digital humanities. Papers are in English, 
Dutch, and French [Programme to be 
announced]. For more information, 
contact: Dr Lucien Reynhout 
(lucien.reynhout@kbr.be) or Dr Michiel 
Verweij (michiel.verweij@kbr.be) 

Diagrams in Science, Science in 
Diagrams 

14-18 June 2021 [Online] 

Organised by the Max Planck Research 
Group Visualizing Science in Media 
Revolutions, this conference seeks to 
address and compare the development 
and use of diagrams in all strands of 
premodern scientific knowledge of the 
era 1300–1700.  

The diagram has a long but poorly 
understood history in premodern 
science. While diagrams were used in 
some fields of knowledge (e.g. geometry 
and astronomy) from the very beginning, 
such visual tools were adopted in other 

disciplines of medieval and early modern 
science (such as medicine and alchemy) 
only at a later stage. This conference 
seeks to address and compare the 
development and use of diagrams in all 
strands of premodern scientific 
knowledge between circa 1300 and 
1700. This time period has been chosen 
to study the material and medial side of 
diagrams, and to understand whether 
and how the introduction of the printing 
press in the Western World impacted the 
production, use, and availability of 
diagrams.  

The conference will take place online in 
two 90-minute sessions per day. 
Presentations will be based on pre-
circulated papers.  

Confirmed speakers: 

Kathleen Crowther, University of 
Oklahoma 
Christoph Lüthy, Radboud University 
Nijmegen 
Benjamin Wardhaugh, University of 
Oxford 

For more information, please contact 
sander@biblhertz.it 

 

 

Early Modern Scottish Palaeography: 
Reading Scotland's Records 

An online course with FutureLearn 

In this free 4-week course developed by 
the University of Glasgow, you will learn 
to read, interpret, and transcribe early 
modern manuscripts, gain knowledge 
about the extant records in Scottish 
archive, and become familiar with the 
politics, religions and society in early 
modern England.  

Visit: 
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/em
s-palaeography 

 

The National Archives: Medieval Latin 

This introductory course to reading 
medieval Latin documents consists of 
two stages, each with their own lessons, 
activities, practice sentences, and 
resources.  

Visit: 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/latin/  

mailto:sander@biblhertz.it
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/ems-palaeography
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/ems-palaeography
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/latin/
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The National Archives: Palaeography: 
Reading old handwriting 1500-1800 

This web tutorial will help you learn to 
read the handwriting found in documents 
written in English between 1500 and 
1800. It includes tips on reading and 
transcribing documents, dates, numbers, 
and references to money and 
measurements; a tutorial with ten 
documents of varying levels of difficulty, 
and more practice documents that will be 
made available periodically.  

Visit: 
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/palae
ography/  

Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript 
Library: Secretary Hand 

“Secretary hand” is the name for the 
dominant form of handwriting used by 
writers of the English language from the 
late fifteenth through the mid-
seventeenth century. This style was 
known as secretary hand because much 
of the work of writing was done by 
professional copyists, known variously 
as secretaries, clerks, scriveners or 
scribes. 

Beinecke offers a guide that teaches you 
the basics of English secretary hand—
enough to get you started as an 
independent reader of early modern 
manuscripts written in English.  

Topics include: the alphabet, difficult 
letters, abbreviations, numbers and 
money, pens, ink, and copy-text. The 
guide is written as a seven-day 
introductory course, with two quizlets 
and ten reading exercises.  

Visit: 
https://beinecke.library.yale.edu/article/q
uarantine-reading-learn-read-secretary-
hand  

California Rare Book School: History 
of the Book 

The History of the Book is a freely 
available course book that uses 
materials in UCLA’s Special Collections. 
It is a networked resource focused on 
the production and reception of materials 
related to the history of the book and 
literacy technologies, broadly conceived.  

This ongoing project is pedagogical in its 
aims, but also, in its method. Some of 
the exhibit materials were developed by 
students in the MLIS program in 
Information Studies at UCLA, and some 
by faculty or research scholars.  

Visit: http://hob.gseis.ucla.edu  

The History of the Book in the Early 
Modern Period: 1450 to 1800 

An online course with FutureLearn 

In this free 4-week online course 
developed by Trinity College Dublin you 
will study the history of the book during 
the early modern period and learn how 
the invention of printing revolutionised 
our world. The programme is as follows:  

 Week 1: How books were made in 
Western Europe (1450-1800) 
(designing types, illustrating, sewing, 
binding, and finishing books). 

 Week 2: How books were sold in 
Western Europe (1450-1800) 
(bestsellers, collectors, advertising 
and book auctions). 

 Week 3: How books were read in 
Western Europe (1450-1800) (books 
and readers, families’ libraries, and 
annotating books). 

 Week 4: How books changed the 
world (1450-1800) (reforming 
religion, transforming medicine and 
science, and remaking the state). 

Visit: 
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/hist
ory-of-the-book  

 

 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/palaeography/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/palaeography/
https://beinecke.library.yale.edu/article/quarantine-reading-learn-read-secretary-hand
https://beinecke.library.yale.edu/article/quarantine-reading-learn-read-secretary-hand
https://beinecke.library.yale.edu/article/quarantine-reading-learn-read-secretary-hand
http://hob.gseis.ucla.edu/
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/history-of-the-book
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/history-of-the-book


 

 
 
  
 
 

23 

ABERYSTWYTH, LLYFRGELL 
GENEDLAETHOL CYMRU / NATIONAL 
LIBRARY OF WALES 

Due to the current COVID-19 crisis, 
access to the Library building and all 
timings of exhibitions are subject to 
change: please see the Library’s website 
for details before planning a visit. 

The Literary World of Paul Peter Piech 
1 February 2020 – 23 January 2021 

Graphic artist and printmaker Paul Peter 
Piech (1920-96) is known for his striking 
political posters, but a portion of his work is 
concerned with the literary world. He spent 
the last decade of his life in Porthcawl, 
where he continued to work and was 
heavily influenced by Welsh culture and 
the Welsh language. This exhibition 
celebrates his contribution to visual art in 
Wales, as well as to the writers he 
portrayed. 

Wales and the Sea 
at The Riverside, Haverfordwest 
9 November 2019 – 27 June 2020 

At our recently launched state-of-the-art 
gallery in the Pembrokeshire town of 
Haverfordwest, this exhibition will provide 
visitors with a unique opportunity to view 
culturally significant items from the 
collections of the National Library of 
Wales. The exhibition will feature works of 
art, original manuscripts, maps, archives, 
photographs and audio-visual collections. 

A Oes Heddwch?: The Eisteddfod 
Tradition 
16 May – 19 September 2020 

To coincide with the visit of the National 
Eisteddfod of Wales to the county of 
Ceredigion, items from the Library’s 
collections will be used to trace this unique 
festival back to its roots. This is a 
celebration of an old institution which has 

evolved into one of Europe’s largest and 
most diverse annual festivals. 

Beibl i Bawb 
27 June – 5 December 2020 

An exhibition celebrating the 400th 
anniversary of the publication of the 1620 
edition of the Welsh Bible, the influential 
translation widely used in Wales until 
1988, and corresponding in influence with 
the 1611 English Authorised Version. 
Guest curator, Professor E. Wyn James, 
explores the significance of the 1620 
edition for the language, religion and 
history of the people of Wales, and casts a 
glance at other items that are of 
international significance, including 
translations of the Bible into other 
languages by Welsh scholars. The 
exhibition will also celebrate the life and 
contribution of Dr John Davies (c. 1567-
1644) of Mallwyd, Merioneth, editor-in-
chief of the 1620 Bible, scholar and author 
of many other influential works. 

CAMBRIDGE, THE FITZWILLIAM 
MUSEUM 

Cuttings: Manuscript fragments on the 
loose! 
28 February – 30 Septembe, 2020 

A display of five cuttings from 
dismembered manuscripts. After the 
French Revolution and the Napoleonic 
Wars, religious houses across Europe sold 
off their treasures, including illuminated 
books. As it was often easier to sell 
individual pages or details than entire 
books, these manuscripts were frequently 
disassembled and pages sold separately. 

Among the cuttings are two collages by 
Luigi Celotti, assemblages made of details 
from different manuscripts looted from the 
Papal Sacristy in Rome in 1798. An album 
compiled by Phillis Paine (née Ellis) 
between 1894 and 1902 provides a rare 
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insight into nineteenth and early twentieth-
century tastes and collecting practices. 
Poems by William Morris and drawings 
created by Edward Burne-Jones can be 
seen, as well as fragments of medieval 
manuscripts. 

CHICAGO, THE NEWBERRY LIBRARY 

Renaissance Invention: Stradanus's 
"Nova Reperta" 

28 August – 28 November 2020 

During a time of globalization, colonization, 
and warfare, Europeans in the 
Renaissance embraced new technology 
even as they lamented its disruptive, 
destructive, and destabilizing 
consequences. 

Renaissance Invention explores the 
conception of novelty and technology 
through an unprecedented study of Nova 
Reperta (New Discoveries), a late 
sixteenth-century print series that 
celebrated the marvels of the age, 
including the stirrup, the cure for syphilis, 
and the so-called discovery of America. 
Designed in Florence and printed in 
Antwerp, the Nova Reperta images spread 
far and wide, shaping Europeans’ 
perceptions of the innovations that were 
changing the world and breeding anxiety 
about the future. 

https://www.newberry.org/renaissance-
invention  

EDINBURGH, THE NATIONAL LIBRARY 
OF SCOTLAND 

George IV Bridge, Edinburgh 

Petticoats and Pinnacles: Scotland’s 
Pioneering Mountain Women 

29 October 2020 – 17 April 2021 

FREE 

Curated by Paula Williams, this exhibition 
shines a light on the experiences of 
historic female mountaineers, their wild 
landscapes and how they were perceived 
by society. The featured collections reveal 
the voices of the women to reveal their 
individual stories. The exhibition is 
generously sponsored by Baillie Gifford. 

The Eye of a Stranger: Henrietta 
Liston’s Travels 

29 October, 2020 – 2 February 2021 

FREE 

Curated by Dora Petherbridge, this 
exhibition tells the compelling story of 
Henrietta Liston – ambassadress, botanist, 
travel writer and witness to the Age of 
Revolution. The life and work of Henrietta 
and her husband is showcased through 
journals, diplomatic documents, ephemera 
and secret cipher. 

LONDON, THE BRITISH LIBRARY 

Hebrew Manuscripts: Journeys of the 
Written Word 
1 September, 2020 – 11 April 2021 

Journey beyond the Bible to discover the 
history, culture and traditions of Jewish 
people from all corners of the world 
through the ages. 

Through rarely-seen treasures from as far 
back as the tenth century, this exhibition 
takes you from Europe and North Africa, 
through to the Middle East and China to 
explore the relationships between Jews 
and their neighbours in the communities 
that they lived in. How much knowledge 
and culture was exchanged between these 
groups? Fascinating works displayed on 
music, science and philosophy by famous 
Jewish scholars suggest there was more 
than we might think. 

Elizabeth and Mary: Royal Cousins, 
Rival Queens 

23 April – 5 September 2021 

Submitted by Andrea Clarke, Lead Curator 
of Medieval and Early Modern 
Manuscripts, The British Library 

This major exhibition on Elizabeth I and 
Mary, Queen of Scots will be the first to 
consider these two iconic female rulers 
together, putting them both centre-stage 
and giving them equal billing.   

Using original documents, the exhibition 
will take a fresh and revealing look at the 
extraordinary story of two powerful 
queens, bound together by their shared 
Tudor inheritance and rivalry for the 

https://www.newberry.org/renaissance-invention
https://www.newberry.org/renaissance-invention
https://www.bl.uk/events/elizabeth-and-mary
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English throne, and whose turbulent 
relationship dominated English and 
Scottish politics for thirty years. 

Despite having been united many times on 
stage and screen, in real life the two 
women never met in person; instead their 
relationship was played out at a distance, 
much of it by letter.  These documents, 
written in the queens’ own hands and 
words will enable visitors to step back into 
their world and to understand how from 
amicable beginnings and sisterly affection, 
their relationship turned into one of 
suspicion, distrust and betrayal.  

The exhibition will explore how Elizabeth 
and Mary’s stormy relationship reflected a 
much broader story.  Set against the 
background of England and Scotland 
deeply divided between Protestants and 
Catholics, and a Europe torn apart by 
religious conflicts and civil wars, it will 
reveal how their battle for dynastic pre-
eminence within the British Isles became 
inseparable from national religious struggle 
and England’s turbulent relationship with 
Scotland, France and Spain. 

‘Elizabeth and Mary’ will also examine the 
rise of state surveillance and the 
development of a sophisticated intelligence 
network during a time of plots, treason and 
rebellion and the ever-present fear of 
international conspiracy and foreign 
invasion. 

At the core of the exhibition will be 
highlights from the British Library’s 
outstanding collection of sixteenth-century 
royal autograph manuscripts, historical 
documents, state papers and printed 
items.  These will be accompanied by a 
number of exceptional objects, paintings, 
jewellery, textiles, maps and drawings 
borrowed from collections across the UK.  

‘Elizabeth and Mary: Royal Cousins, Rival 
Queens’ will be accompanied by 
a programme of events and a richly-
illustrated exhibition catalogue. 

For more information, visit: 
https://www.bl.uk/events/elizabeth-and-
mary 

 

MAINZ, LANDESMUSEUM MAINZ 

Die Kaiser und die Säulen ihrer Macht: 
Von Karl dem Großen bis Friedrich 
Barbarossa 

9 September 2020 – 18 April 2021  

The large-scale national exhibition 
presents imperial personalities and their 
ideas and strategies of rule. It sheds light 
on the constantly changing networks of 
power and looks at the dynamic network of 
relationships between rulers and the ruled, 
of power and powerlessness, of political 
deals and diplomatic manoeuvres.  

The exhibition begins with the coronation 
of Charlemagne (800), which revived the 
idea of ancient empire, and ends with the 
Golden Bull (1356), an imperial code of 
law regulating the election and coronation 
of kings and emperors, which was valid 
until 1806. From Charlemagne to Friedrich 
Barbarossa, the exhibition sheds light on 
the different ideas and strategies of 
government.  

The exhibition features exquisite loans 
from across Europe. Highlights include, 
among other things, the arm reliquary of 
Charlemagne, the marriage certificate of 
Empress Theophanu, the grave crown of 
Empress Gisela, the famous Heidelberg 
song manuscript Codex Manesse, and the 
Golden Bull. 

http://www.kaiser2020.de/landesausstellung 

NEW YORK, THE MORGAN LIBRARY & 
MUSEUM 

The Book of Ruth: Medieval to Modern 

14 February – 4 October 2020 

Famine and flight, emigration and 
immigration, foreignness: these are some 
of the societal issues touched upon by the 
anonymous author of the Bible’s Book of 
Ruth, whose titular character was a great-
grandmother of King David and, in the 
Christian tradition, an ancestor of Jesus 
Christ. This exhibition celebrates the 2018 
gift by Joanna S. Rose of the Joanna S. 
Rose Illuminated Book of Ruth to the 
Morgan. The accordion-fold vellum 
manuscript, measuring nine inches tall and 
an amazing eighteen feet long, was 

https://www.bl.uk/whats-on
https://www.bl.uk/events/elizabeth-and-mary
https://www.bl.uk/events/elizabeth-and-mary
http://www.kaiser2020.de/landesausstellung
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designed and illuminated by New York 
artist Barbara Wolff, who worked on the 
project for two years (2015–17). The 
complete biblical text of the Book of Ruth 
is written in Hebrew on one side and in 
English on the other, the work of 
calligrapher Izzy Pludwinski. The Hebrew 
side features twenty coloured illustrations 
and a continuous landscape, with accents 
and lettering in silver, gold, and platinum; 
the English side has forty images executed 
in black ink. 

The Rose Book of Ruth is presented in 
conversation with twelve manuscripts, 
drawn from the Morgan’s holdings, that 
unfold the Christian traditions for 
illustrating the story of Ruth during the 
Middle Ages.  

Through the juxtaposition of the modern 
manuscript with these ancient works, 
which date from the twelfth to the fifteenth 
century and include three leaves from the 
Morgan’s famed Crusader Bible, the 
exhibition brings into focus the techniques 
of medieval illumination that inspired Wolff, 
as well as her inventive approach to 
iconography. 

https://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/boo
k-of-ruth 

OXFORD, WESTON LIBRARY 
(BODLEIAN LIBRARY) 

Submitted by Matthew Holford, Tolkien 
Curator of Medieval Manuscripts  

Our programme of exhibitions was 
inevitably disrupted by COVID-19.  

The Art of Advertising can be explored 
online: 
https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/art-of-
advertising.  

Sensational Books has been postponed, 
although press coverage, for example in 
the Oxford Mail 
(https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/18391
165.scientists-will-capture-scents-old-
books-bodleian-exhibition/) provides some 
spoilers about capturing the smell of 
books. 

ST. GALLEN, STIFTSBEZIRK ST. 
GALLEN 

Switzerland’s Most Beautiful Pages – 
Sacred Manuscripts 

Abbey Library 
10 March – 8 November 2020 

The Abbey Library of St Gall opens for you 
Switzerland’s most beautiful pages. 
Illuminated manuscripts make their texts 
shine and also shed light in a metaphorical 
sense as images explain the world. They 
make texts clearer and encourage 
reflection and contemplation. Decorated 
manuscripts serve to praise God and 
display the wealth of their patrons. 

The exhibition celebrates the fifteenth 
anniversary of the e-codices project, the 
Swiss platform for the digitisation of 
manuscripts. In this connection, the Abbey 
Library is showing highlights from its own 
holdings as well as a large number of 
valuable loans from other libraries 
participating in the e-codices programme. 

Folcwin’s legacy – a private archive 
from early medieval Rhaetia 

Exhibition Space 
10 January 2020 – 6 January 2021 

The St Gall Abbey Archives have kept a 
real gem in their collection for the past 
1200 years: the only private archive of the 
Early Middle Ages.  

A dossier containing 27 documents 
provides a unique insight into the world of 
the local official Folcwin, who was 
administrator of the Rhaetian Drusus 
Valley. It is clear that Folcwin conducted 
private transactions in the area 
surrounding his residence in the Walgau 
region of Vorarlberg. Nevertheless, he left 
his written heritage to the St Gall Abbey 
Archives. Only there did these documents 
have a chance of being preserved for 
future generations. 

 

  

https://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/book-of-ruth
https://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/book-of-ruth
https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/art-of-advertising
https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/event/art-of-advertising
https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/18391165.scientists-will-capture-scents-old-books-bodleian-exhibition/
https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/18391165.scientists-will-capture-scents-old-books-bodleian-exhibition/
https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/18391165.scientists-will-capture-scents-old-books-bodleian-exhibition/
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ABERYSTWYTH, LLYFRGELL 
GENEDLAETHOL CYMRU / 
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF WALES 

Submitted by Dr Maredudd ap Huw, 
Curator of Manuscripts 

A number of valuable materials from 
Gwysaney Hall, Flintshire have been 
purchased to add to the Library’s 
‘Gwysaney Manuscripts’ collection, 
including: 
 A grant of land, dated 11 February 

[1555], issued during the reign of 
Mary I, Queen of England, and 
Philip II, King of Spain, pertaining to 
lands in the commote of Coleshill, 
Flintshire. The document is 
decorated with a fine initial double 
portrait of the monarchs, and 
illuminated border, and an 
impression of the Great Seal is 
attached (NLW MS 24145F). 

 A copy, made on parchment in 1771 
by Ralph Bigland, Somerset Herald, 
of a pedigree roll to 1622, with 
painted coats of arms, of Robert 
Davies of Gwysaney (NLW MS 
24140G). 

 A pedigree roll on parchment, dated 
1604, with painted coats of arms, of 
John Meredith of Allington, 
Denbighshire, compiled by Edward 
Puleston, and possibly written by 
Randle Holme I of Chester (NLW 
MS 24141G). 

 A pedigree roll recording the 
genealogy of the Puleston family of 
Hafod-y-wern, Emral and Salop, 
written by John Salusbury of 
Erbistock, and dated 10 March 
1664[/5] (NLW MS 24142G). 

 A late-nineteenth century 
photograph of a now-lost target 
pedigree, with painted coats of 
arms, of Peter Mytton of Llannerch, 
Denbighshire, written in 1634 by 
Griffith Hughes (NLW Facs 1094). 

 A travel journal written by Colonel 
Bryan Cooke of Owston, Yorkshire, 

recording various tours undertaken 
during the 1790s through the north 
of England and north Wales (NLW 
MS 24143B). 

 Three bound volumes containing a 
rich collection of autograph letters, 
dating from the sixteenth to the 
nineteenth centuries, evidently 
compiled by members of the 
Gwysaney family by purchase and 
as a selection from the once-rich 
Gwysaney estate archive (NLW MS 
24144i-iiiE). 

A manuscript volume, written in 1711 
by Elizabeth Salisbury of Llantysilio 
Hall, Denbighshire, containing various 
recipes, including medicinal remedies 
(NLW MS 24137B). 

A list of bishops, deans and 
incumbents of the Diocese of St Asaph 
compiled by the antiquary and cleric 
Edward Edwards (1741-1820) (formerly 
NLW Minor Deposit 822B now NLW 
MS 24138). 

A scrapbook relating to the operatic 
career of Welsh-based Italian singer 
Adelina Patti (1843-1919), compiled by 
her close friend and supporter 
Augustus Spalding. The volume 
contains press cuttings, photographs 
and printed items, c. 1885-95, and 
includes material relating to her visit to 
Brazil and the establishment of her 
home at Craig y Nos (NLW MS 24146).  

Correspondence and other papers, 
1952-1990, of Morag Owen (née 
McLennan), relating to her friend the 
painter-poet David Jones (1895-1974), 
including eighteen letters and cards to 
her from Jones, 1952-1973 and one to 
her first husband Richard Owen, mostly 
concerning personal matters, Jones's 
health, Welsh grammar and place-
names and the 'Old North' (Forum 
Auctions, London, 21 November 2019, 
lot 382, purchased with financial 
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assistance from the Friends of the 
National Libraries) (NLW MS 24139E). 

An autograph letter, dated 4 January 
1795, from Mary Morgan to her 
publishers, in which she refers to the 
production of her work, A Tour to 
Milford Haven in the Year 1791 (Forum 
Auctions, London, 22 January 2020, lot 
11) (added to NLW MS 24045F). 

A manuscript tune-book, 1832-9, with 
music notation and English and Italian 
words, including ballads, waltzes and 
marches arranged for voices and 
piano, by composers such as Frances 
Arkwright, Vincenzo Bellini, Gaetano 
Donizetti, and J.P. Knight. The volume 
may possibly have been used as a 
source of ‘parlour music’ at Dolaucothi, 
Carmarthenshire during the 1830s 
(NLW ex 3035). 

Papers added to music archives 
already at the Library include three 
songs added by the family to the 
Mansel Thomas Music Manuscripts, 
and additional papers purchased from 
the family (including the original 
manuscript of his String Quartet no. 8, 
signed and dated 21 April 1993 and 
papers relating to Dylan Thomas) 
added to the Daniel Jones Archive. 

The extensive archive of Welsh 
composer Mervyn Burtch (1929-2015), 
well known for his popular musical 
compositions for children (Mervyn 
Burtch Music Manuscripts). 

The archive of Welsh actress Dame 
Siân Phillips (1933- ), including 
correspondence, diaries, notebooks, 
certificates, programmes, reviews and 
photographs (Siân Phillips Archive). 

The extensive administrative archive of 
Cytûn (Churches Together in Wales), 
an ecumenical forum which has been 
particularly active and influential since 
the advent of the National Assembly for 
Wales in May 1999 (Archif Cytûn). 

Papers of Sir David Treharne 
Llewellyn, MP, including letters from 

Margot Asquith, Philip Noel Baker, 
Henry Brooke, R.A. Butler, James 
Callaghan, Winston Churchill, Anthony 
Eden, David Maxwell Fyfe, Lord 
Hailsham, Edward Heath, Geoffrey 
Howe, Douglas Hurd, Selwyn Lloyd, 
Harold Macmillan and George Thomas, 
together with a typed letter to his father, 
Sir David Richard Llewellyn, from David 
Lloyd George (Dominic Winter 
Auctioneers, South Cerney, 29 January 
2020, lots 216 and 226) (David 
Treharne Llewellyn Papers). 

Five boxes containing correspondence 
files of the Civil Engineers’ Department 
of British Rail and The Great Western 
Railway. The papers are among the 
second tranche of maps and plans 
relating to railways accumulated by 
collector Alastair Warrington and 
donated to the Library (Alastair 
Warrington Collection). 

Papers of Cymdeithas Cymry Caerodor 
(The Bristol Welsh Society), 1920-
2018, including minutes of committee 
meetings, Secretary’s files, papers and 
photographs relating to eisteddfodau 
and rallies, and annual programmes 
(Bristol Welsh Society Archive). 

A collection of papers and photographs 
relating to David Lloyd George (1863-
1945), with particular emphasis on the 
Coalition Government and the Coalition 
Liberal Party Organisation. The 
collection was assembled by Mr P.A. 
(Tony) O'Connor of Milford, Surrey 
(David Lloyd George (Coalition Liberal 
Organisation) Papers). 

Research papers of the Rev. Dr Eifion 
Evans (1931-2017), historian and 
author of studies on Welsh 
nonconformist history, with a particular 
emphasis on the Welsh religious 
revivals of 1859 and 1904/5 (Papurau 
Eifion Evans). 

A manuscript journal of a tour in North 
Wales, undertaken in August 1837 by 
Isabella Nicholson, the Liverpool-based 
sister of artist George Nicholson 
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(1795?-1838). The text is illustrated 
with fine pen and ink drawings of Welsh 
scenery (Dominic Winter Auctions, 
South Cerney, 24 June 2020, lot 18) 
(NLW MS 24166B). 

An important series of 126 deeply 
personal letters, 1959-1974, addressed 
by artist and poet David Jones (1895-
1974) to Valerie Wynne-Williams (née 
Price, 1933- ) of Cricieth. Many discuss 
a common interest in the Welsh 
language and culture, and some are 
illustrated with drawings and 
inscriptions. The correspondence, one 
half of which is already housed in the 
David Jones archive at NLW, is 
unpublished, but was used by Thomas 
Dilworth in 2017 biography of Jones 
(Bonhams, London, 19 August 2020, 
lot 232, purchased with financial 
assistance from the Friends of the 
National Libraries) (NLW MS 24167E). 

DURHAM UNIVERSITY LIBRARY, 
ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS 

Submitted by Dr Michael Stansfield, 
Senior Manager of Archives and 
Special Collections 

The archive of the university’s 
Collingwood College 1970-2019. 

Papers and publications collected by 
the journalist Vahe Petrossian (1939-
2018), based in Iran, especially during 
the 1970s and 1980s. 

Papers of the sculptor Fenwick Lawson 
(b. 1932). 

Publications and files of Missio, a 
grouping of Catholic missionary 
societies, from 1838. 

Papers of Michael O’Neill (1953-2018), 
English academic, Shelley scholar, and 
poet. 

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL LIBRARY 
OF SCOTLAND 

Significant accessions for the period 
October 2019-August 2020, submitted 

by Dr Ulrike Hogg, Curator (Gaelic, 
Medieval, Early Modern & Music 
Manuscripts), Archives & Manuscript 
Collections 

Papers, 1594-1840, of the Stewart 
family of Ardgowan (Acc.14161). 

Diary of the Final Words of Grizel 
Nimmo (1688-1730), 1730 
(Acc.14163). 

Four autograph letters and draft verse 
of Robert Burns (Acc.14167-14171). 

Letter, 1810, of Arthur Wellesley, 1st 
Duke of Wellington, to Sir Charles 
Stuart de Rothesay (Acc.14174). 

Letter, 1815, of the Gaelic scholar Rev. 
Dr John MacLeod (1757-1841) to Sir 
George Buchan Hepburn (Acc.14175). 

Letter, undated, of Sir Walter Scott to 
the poet William Laidlaw (Acc.14166). 

Night order book of Sir Charles 
Malcolm for HMS Sybille, and used 
later by him while commanding HM 
Yacht William and Mary, and HM Yacht 
Royal Charlotte, 1818-1827 
(Acc.14142). 

Accounts, 1834, for the Park Hill 
plantation on St. Vincent of Allan 
MacDowell, including information on 
enslaved people (Acc.14158). 

Drawings, ca. 1850, by James 
Horsburgh of scenes on a visit to 
Tongue, Sutherland. With photographs 
of gamekeepers and other employees 
on the Sutherland Estates and views of 
places visited (Acc.14128). 

Journal, 1877, of James Henderson of 
Glasgow describing his voyage to New 
Zealand on the ‘Lady Ruthven’ 
(Acc.14146). 

Two letters, undated, by Robert Louis 
Stevenson, on his health, writing 
difficulties, family and friendships 
(Acc.14182-14183). 

Minute books, 1894-1986, of the 
Edinburgh Sir Walter Scott Club 
(Acc.14126). 
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Full manuscript score, ca. 1912, of 
‘Cometh the morrow?’ for soli, chorus 
and orchestra by Robert McLeod, in the 
composer’s hand (Acc.14135). 

Files from the publishing archive of 
Victor Gollancz, 1970-1971, containing 
extensive correspondence with George 
Mackay Brown, Sorley MacLean and 
Iain Crichton Smith (Acc.14179-14181). 

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Significant accessions submitted by Dr 
Claire Breay, Head of Ancient, 
Medieval and Early Modern 
Manuscripts 

Margaret Forster archive, 1949-2018 
(Add MS 89408). 

Papers of Sir John Houghton, 1960-
2015 (Add MS 89409). 

Olwyn Hughes archive, 1950s-2017 
(Add MS 89410). 

Susan Engel theatre papers and 
photographs, 1957-2000 (Add MS 
89420). 

Papers of Joseph Brearley, who taught 
Harold Pinter at Hackney Downs 
Grammar School, 1909-2008 (Add MS 
89422). 

Shelagh Delaney archive, 1894-2015 
(Add MS 89423). 

Patrick Garland, Jean Rhys and Cecil 
Beaton. Correspondence and scripts 
relating to a theatre adaptation of Rhys' 
short story, I Spy a Stranger, 1969-
1972, (Add MS 89424). 

Conan Doyle, Chapter XIII/The Darker 
Side from The Land of Mist, 1925 (Add 
MS 89427). 

The Lucas Psalter, illuminated by the 
Master of Edward IV, 15th cent. (Add 
MS 89428). 

Jane Austen letter to James Edward 
Austen, 1816 (Add MS 89437). 

LONDON, LAMBETH PALACE 
LIBRARY 

Submitted by Alison Day 

Acquisitions for Lambeth Palace 
Library were suspended at the end of 
2019, as work on the new library 
continued. However, a substantial 
number of manuscripts have been 
digitised and added to Luna, the 
library’s online image database: 

http://images.lambethpalacelibrary.org.
uk/luna/servlet. 

The digitised manuscripts include the early 
sixteenth-century Arundel Choirbook (MS 
1), a fourteenth-century household book of 
William de Eyremyn, treasurer of Calais 
(MS 284), the eleventh-century Lambeth 
Psalter (MS 427), a mid fifteenth-century 
German Armorial showing coats of arms 
relating to the Holy Roman Empire, 
Eastern Europe and Scandinavia (MS 
774), and an early fifteenth-century 
register apparently made for Thomas 
Bourchier, Archbishop of Canterbury (MS 
5082). The Library has also digitised a late 
sixteenth-century copy of Tacitus’ Annals 
(MS 683) in which a researcher identified 
marginal annotations by Elizabeth I in 
November 2019.  

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, 
BODLEIAN LIBRARIES, WESTON 
LIBRARY 

Submitted by Matthew Holford, Tolkien 
Curator of Medieval Manuscripts, 
Weston Library 

The Library acquired two leaves 
(Bloomsbury, 8 July 2020 lots 108 and 
109) which belong to a thirteenth-
century Bible bought by the Bodleian in 
1963 (MS. Lat. bib. d. 8). These are 
two of the several leaves with 
historiated initials which had been cut 
out from the Bible.

http://images.lambethpalacelibrary.org.uk/luna/servlet
http://images.lambethpalacelibrary.org.uk/luna/servlet
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A Companion to the Early Printed Book 
in Britain 1476-1558. Ed. by Vincent 
Gillespie and Susan Powell (Cambridge: 
Brewer, 2019). 402pp. ISBN: 
9781843845362. £25  

Reviewed by Karen Limper-Herz, Lead 
Curator, Incunabula and Sixteenth Century 
Printed Books, The British Library 

The paperback edition of A Companion to 
the Early Printed Book in Britain 1476-1558 
was published five years after the hardback 
edition and makes available this very 
useful and instructive volume at a more 
affordable price. The volume is clearly 
structured and provides a good overview of 
some of the important aspects pertaining to 
early printing in England. Its essays were 
mainly written by manuscript scholars and 
university lecturers and not by scholars of 
early English printed books, and this 
provides a different perspective on many of 
the aspects discussed. The authors’ expert 
knowledge of what came before – and 
continued in parallel with – the early printed 
book in England, allows for interesting 
parallels to be drawn and differences to be 
pointed out between manuscript and print. 

The volume covers the period from the 
beginning of printing in England when 
William Caxton set up his printing press in 
the precincts of Westminster Abbey and 
ends with the death of Queen Mary I. As 
Susan Powell highlights in her preface, this 
‘allows our contributors to explore the 
development of the craft of printing and 
binding, the trade in books in England and 
from abroad, the different clientele of the 
early printed book, intellectual and social 
innovations, and, of course, the varying 
responses to the bewildering changes in 
religious orthodoxy from the safe reign of 
Edward IV through the tumultuous events 
of Henry VIII’s reign to the brief 
oppositional reigns of Edward VI and Mary 
Tudor’. This time span highlights the 
importance of religion in England at the 
time and the influence that religious 
controversies had on the development of 

an increasingly active printing trade in 
England and its connections with that on 
the Continent.  

The volume is divided into four main 
sections of which each contains between 
three and five essays. The first section 
looks at ‘The Printed Book Trade’ and is 
perhaps the most fundamental one in the 
volume. The essays in this section set the 
scene for what follows by looking at how 
printing developed in England and at how 
the import of books from abroad remained 
vital throughout the period covered. 

The second section on ‘The Printed Book 
as Artefact’ explicitly acknowledges the 
need for printed books –and manuscripts– 
to be studied for their materiality. A range 
of material elements is discussed in turn, 
from paper and type to bindings and 
woodcuts, and the authors look at the 
changes brought about by the development 
of printing but also at continuity of earlier 
practices.  

The third section looks at ‘Patrons, 
Purchasers and Products’ and provides a 
wide-ranging overview of these areas of 
the book trade in England. 

The final section on ‘The Cultural Capital of 
Print’ discusses aspects of the wider 
cultural impact of printing and its increasing 
use in the religious debate in the sixteenth 
century. It shows that close links to the 
Continent remained and that foreign 
presses were used to print books in 
English, such as Tyndale’s translation of 
the New Testament, when it became too 
dangerous to do so in England. 

Before the sections of essays, the volume 
provides a chronology of major events of 
the period allowing readers to look at the 
development of printing in the wider 
context of English history. A surprising 
omission in the list of websites is the 
English Short Title Catalogue (ESTC: 
http://estc.bl.uk/F/?func=file&file_name=log
in-bl-estc) which forms the basis of Early 
English Books Online (EEBO which is 

http://estc.bl.uk/F/?func=file&file_name=login-bl-estc
http://estc.bl.uk/F/?func=file&file_name=login-bl-estc
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listed) and which is the most commonly 
cited source of English books of the period 
alongside Pollard and Redgrave’s Short-
Title Catalogue of Books Printed in 
England, Scotland & Ireland and of English 
Books Printed Abroad 1475-1640 (STC). It 
is also surprising that links to online 
catalogues do not seem to have been 
updated between the hardback edition and 
the paperback edition. The Incunabula 
Short Title Catalogue (ISTC), for example, 
is now hosted by the Consortium of 

European Research Libraries (CERL) 
under the web address 
https://data.cerl.org/istc/_search.   

Overall, this collection of essays offers a 
very informative overview of many of the 
aspects relating to the development of 
printing in England and is definitely a good 
starting point for newcomers to the subject. 
All chapters end with lists of further reading 
which allow readers to delve deeper into 
any of the subjects discussed.  

An Atlas of the Himalayas by a 19th 
Century Tibetan Lama: A Journey of 
Discovery. D. Lange (2020). XXII + 
367pp. ISBN: 9789004414938 

Book Conservation and Digitization: The 
Challenges of Dialogue and 
Collaboration. A. Campagnolo. (2020) 
300pp. ISBN: 9781641890533 

Burning the Books A History of 
Knowledge Under Attack. R. Ovenden 
(2020). 320pp. ISBN: 9781529378757 

The Cambridge Gloss on the Apocalypse 
Cambridge University Library Dd.X.16. C. 
McAllister (10/2020). 160pp. ISBN: 978-2-
503-58240-5 

Catalogue of the Arabic, Persian, and 
Turkish Manuscripts of the Yahuda 
Collection of the National Library of Israel 
Volume 2. E. Wust (2020). approx. 950pp. 
ISBN: 9789004348592 

Catalogue de manuscrits syriaques et 
garshuni de Charfet: I. Fonds Rahmani 1-
125. Y. Dergman (10/2020). 525pp. ISBN: 
9782503570426 

Catalogue of Medieval Manuscripts of 
Latin Commentaries on Aristotle in British 
Libraries. Volume III: Aberdeen – York. P. 
Robinson (2020). 237pp. ISBN: 978-2-
503-57339-7 

Chronicle and Annals of Gilles le Muisit. 
Ed. by R. Barber and trans. by D. Preest 
(9/2020). 224pp. ISBN: 9781783273607 

The Chronicles of Medieval Wales and 
the March: New Contexts, Studies and 
Texts. Ed. by B. Guy, G. Henley, O.W. 
Jones, and R. Thomas (2020). XVI + 
455pp. ISBN: 978-2-503-58349-5 

Digital Research in the Arts and 
Humanities: Medieval Manuscripts in the 
Digital Age. Ed. by B. Albritton, G. Henley, 
and E. Treharne (2020). 250pp. ISBN: 
9780367426613 

Everyday Sermons from Worcester 
Cathedral Priory: An Early-Fourteenth-
Century Collection in Latin. Ed. by J. 
Greatrex (2019), 180pp. ISBN: 
9781641893480 

Golden Leaves and Burned Books: 
Religious Reform and Conflict in the Long 
European Reformation. Ed. by T. 
Immonen and G. Müller-Oberhäuser 
(2020) 344pp. ISBN: 9789526877648 

The Glossed Luke with the Letter A: A 
Manuscript from St Augustine’s Abbey 
Canterbury. B. Barker-Benfield (2020). 
95pp. ISBN: 9780992752217 

Guthlac: Crowland’s Saint. Ed. by J. 
Roberts and A. Thacker (2020). ISBN: 
9781907730818 

The Illuminated World Chronicle: Tales 
from the Late Medieval City. N. Rowe 
(2020). 224pp. ISBN: 9780300247046 

Illuminating the Middle Ages: Tributes to 
Prof. John Lowden from His Students, 
Friends and Colleagues. Ed. by L. 

https://data.cerl.org/istc/_search
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Cleaver, A. Bovey, and L. Donkin (2020). 
XXII + 482 pp. ISBN: 9789004422322 

Jean de Beuil: Le Jouvencel. Trans. by C. 
Taylor and Jane H. M. Taylor (2020). 
448pp. ISBN: 9781783275403  

Jewish Treasures from Oxford Libraries. 
Ed. by Rebecca Abrams and César 
Merchán-Hamann (2020). 304pp. ISBN: 
9781851245024 

The Hawthornden Manuscripts of William 
Fowler and the Jacobean Court 1603–
1612. A. L. Steenson (2020). 246pp. 
ISBN: 9780367543266 

Leonardo da Vinci's Codex Leicester: A 
New Edition: Volume IV: Paraphrase And 
Commentary. Ed. by D. Laurenza and M. 
Kemp (2020). 320pp. ISBN: 
9780198832904 

The Library of Franeker University in 
Context, 1585-1843. J. van Sluis (2020). 
338pp. ISBN: 9789004352254 

Liturgical Books and Music Manuscripts 
with Polyphonic Settings of the Mass in 
Medieval Europe. Ed. by O. Huck and A. 
Janke (2020). VIII + 200pp. ISBN 
9783487158976 

Making the Renaissance Manuscript: 
Discoveries from Philadelphia Libraries. 
N. Herman (2020). 352pp. ISBN: 
9780990448761 

A Man and His Manuscripts: The 
Notebooks of Ademar of Chabannes 
(989-1034). A. van Els (2020). 338pp. 
ISBN: 9782503587790 

Manuscript Culture and Medieval 
Devotional Traditions: Essays in Honor of 
Michael G. Sargent, ed. by J. N. Brown 
and N. Rice (12/2020). 256pp. ISBN: 
9781903153963 

Manuscripts of the Book of Revelation: 
New Philology, Paratexts, Reception. G. 
V. Allen (2020). 256pp. ISBN: 
9780198849056 

Marketing English Books, 1476-1550. A. 
da Costa (11/2020). 288pp. ISBN: 
9780198847588 

A Material History of the Bible, England 
1200-1553. E. Poleg (2020). 256pp. 
ISBN: 9780197266717 

Merton College Library: An Illustrated 
History. J. C. Walworth (2020). 144pp. 
ISBN: 9781851245390 

'Messing about with Manuscripts' R. A. B. 
Mynors and Balliol's Medieval Library'. B. 
Hamblen, N. Tiley, and S. Tiley (2020) 
[online exhibition catalogue] 

Norfolk Pauper Inventories, c.1690-1834. 
J. Harley (2020). 320pp. ISBN: 
9780197266656 

The Oxford Handbook of Latin 
Palaeography. Ed. by F. Coulson and R. 
Babcock (2020). 1072pp. ISBN: 
9780195336948 

Private Libraries in Renaissance England: 
A Collection and Catalogue of Tudor and 
Early Stuart Book-Lists - Volume X. Ed. 
by Joseph L. Black (2020). 464pp. ISBN: 
9780866986205 

Reading English Verse in Manuscript 
c.1350-c.1500. D. Sawyer (2020). 224pp. 
ISBN: 9780198857778 

Scholarly Book Collecting in Restoration 
Scotland: The Library of the Revd James 
Nairn (1629-1678). M. C. T. Simpson 
(2020). XII + 338pp. ISBN: 
9789004402430 

Silver Saints: Prayers and Badges in Late 
Medieval Books. H. van Asperen 
(11/2020). 320pp. ISBN: 978-2-503-
58020-3 

The Soldiers’ Chronicle of the Hundred 
Years War: College of Arms Manuscripts 
M 9. Ed. by A. Curry and R. Ambuhl 
(2020). 224pp. ISBN: 9781783275144 

The Unfinished Book: Oxford Twenty-First 
Century Approaches to Literature, Ed. by 
A. Gillespie and D. Lynch (12/2020). 
528pp. ISBN: 9780198830801  



Major Exhibition on Queen Elizabeth I and Mary, Queen of Scots 

 

British Library, Cotton MS Caligula B X, f. 18r: the arms of Mary, Queen of Scots and the dauphin François of 
Scotland, France and England, described by Sir William Cecil as ‘false arms’ because of the claims they made for 
Mary to be recognised as heir to Elizabeth I (Photo by Andrea Clarke) 

More than 1,000 papyri digitised at The British Library 

 

Detail of Papyrus 733(4): Bacchylides’ Dithyramb 2 and the beginning of Dithyramb 3 © British Library Board

https://www.bl.uk/events/elizabeth-and-mary


New research project on fifteenth-century 
London book culture: Whittington’s Gift: 

Reconstructing the Lost Common Library of 
London’s Guildhall 

 

 

 

 


