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University of Reading Special Collections Acquire European Manuscripts Collection 

 

© University of Reading Special Collections, European, MS 5650/89). Presented by a 

private collector with the support of the Art Fund.  

© University of Reading Special Collections. 

 

 CONTENTS

 

AMARC matters 2  

AMARC meetings 5  

News 6  

Projects and Digital 

Resources 

Lectures 

9 

 

11 

 

Grants & Scholarships 12  

   

Call for papers 15  

Conferences 16  

Courses 22  

Exhibitions 23  

New Accessions 29  

Book review 31  

New Publications  33  

AMARC MEMBERSHIP 

Membership can be personal or 

institutional. Institutional members 

receive two copies of mailings, 

have triple voting rights, and may 

send staff to meetings at the 

members’ rate. Details and 

application forms are available 

from: www.amarc.org.uk. 

Enquiries about membership should 

be addressed to the Membership 

Secretary: Dr Richard Wragg,  

AMARC Membership Secretary, 

Collections Manager, The Library,  

University of Sussex, Brighton, 

BN1 9QL; email: 

r.d.wragg@sussex.ac.uk.  

Please do remember to inform the 

Membership Secretary of any 

change in your email or postal 

address. 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/
mailto:Richsrd.Wragg@ng-london.org.uk
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Annual subscription rates (April–

March) are:  

Personal Membership: £10 

Institutional Membership: £30 

(For non-sterling cheques, please 

add £7 extra to cover bank charges). 

Please send your payment to: Dr 

Michael Stansfield, AMARC 

Treasurer, c/o Durham University 

Library, Palace Green, Durham 

DH1 3RN. Payment by standing 

order is welcomed. Forms can be 

obtained from the Membership 

Secretary or Treasurer. If more 

members with UK bank accounts 

could pay by standing order it 

would considerably decrease the 

amount of time spent on 

administration. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

Many thanks to all contributors to 

this issue, including the following 

whose help or contributions are 

unattributed: 

Claire Breay, Sian Collins, Kenneth 

Dunn, Jane Eagan, James Freeman, 

Maredudd ap Hew, Emilia 

Henderson, Bernard Meehan, 

Pamela Robinson, Michael 

Stansfield, Michael St John-

Mcalister, Cressida Williams. 

Thanks are also due to University 

of Reading Special Collections, 

Chester Beatty Collection, Los 

Angeles County Museum of Art 

and Jane Eagan for the use of 

images.  

The views expressed herein are 

those of the Editor and other named 

contributors. In addition to 

contributions from individuals, 

information has been taken from a 

variety of websites, press releases 

etc., the accuracy of which cannot 

be guaranteed. You are advised to 

confirm details, especially if 

travelling to events or exhibitions. 

DEADLINE for publication in  

Issue no. 73 is 1 April 2020. Please 

send your articles or any news of 

interest to the editors, Tuija 

Ainonen and Clarck Drieshen at 

amarcnewsletter@gmail.com. 

Images submitted should be 

delivered via e-mail or file-share.  

 

AMARC GRANTS 

AMARC members are reminded 

that applications may be made for 

projects that bring AMARC and its 

activities to a wider audience and 

support the stated aim of AMARC: 

to promote the accessibility, 

preservation and archives of all 

periods in libraries and other 

research collections in Great Britain 

and Ireland. Typical examples are: 

contributing to the costs of holding 

conferences and workshops; 

support for small projects such as 

the web-publication of unpublished 

catalogues of manuscripts; 

assistance to scholars in obtaining 

reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of projects 

whose aims are in line with those of 

AMARC; the provision of 

equipment to facilitate access to 

manuscripts; assistance with the 

necessary purchase of manuscripts 

and archives to benefit the AMARC 

community; carrying out 

conservation work on manuscripts 

and archives.  

Applicants must be fully paid-up 

individual or institutional members, 

of at least one year’s standing, and 

mailto:amarcnewsletter@gmail.com


AMARC Newsletter no. 73 September 2019 

 

4 

 

should read carefully the detailed 

information about applying found at 

www.amarc.org.uk/grants.htm. 

Funding levels may vary from year 

to year, but it is anticipated that the 

Committee will make awards of not 

more than £500 each. Applications 

will particularly be encouraged 

from postgraduate, postdoctoral and 

early-career researchers.  

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, 

conference or work; its overall cost; 

the grant being sought; the names 

and addresses of two referees; 

details of the addressee for the 

cheque. Applications should be 

submitted to Dr Michael 

Stansfield, AMARC Treasurer, c/o 

Durham University Library, Palace 

Green, Durham DH1 3RN or 

HUm.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk, at 

any time. They will usually be 

considered at the next Committee 

meeting (held in May and 

November) and successful 

applicants will be informed soon 

thereafter. 

Grant recipients will be required to 

submit for publication in this 

Newsletter a brief report (300-500 

words) of the use to which the grant 

was put.  

Grant towards a tool sharpening 

workshop led by Bernard Allen. 

Report submitted by Jane Eagan 

This May, the Oxford Conservation 

Consortium and the Bodleian 

Libraries Conservation & 

Collection Care department jointly 

organised a three-day workshop on 

edge tool sharpening for the junior 

members of their teams. The course 

was led by Bernard Allen, a 

designer-craftsman and furniture-

maker with over twenty years of 

experience teaching sharpening to 

conservators.  

The making and maintenance of 

edge tools such as paring knives, 

lifting knives, and spokeshaves are 

vital skills for book conservators, in 

particular when we come to shaping 

new leather to apply to books 

whose original spines have 

deteriorated. Though bad workmen 

may blame their tools, it truly is not 

possible to get the results we need 

with substandard blades. The 

maintenance of edge tools is not 

often covered thoroughly during 

conservation training, and so early 

career conservators often find 

themselves in need of further 

guidance on sharpening. Also, 

because conservation is so 

specialised, we struggle to find off-

the-shelf tools suited to our 

purposes and are instead required to 

make or adapt them ourselves. 

The course therefore focused on 

shaping and sharpening a new 

English-style edge paring knife and 

a number of small precision lifting 

knives. Starting with roughly-cut 

steel ‘blanks’ provided by Bernard, 

we were guided through the entire 

process of making the knives. 

The first step was to ‘lap’ (that is, 

flatten) the back of our paring knife 

using Japanese water stones, 

working from the coarsest to the 

finest grit. We then shaped the 

bevel using a Tormek T-8 

sharpening machine, which consists 

of an electric-powered grinding 

stone that turns through a trough of 

water. The water keeps the stone 

cool as you work, which is crucial 

to prevent your blade heating up. If 

the steel reaches too high a 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/grants.htm
mailto:m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk
mailto:m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk
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temperature, it loses its ‘temper’ 

and thus its hardness and ability to 

retain an edge. We worked on the 

Tormek until we had a small burr 

all along the edge of the knife. 

Next, Bernard showed us the 

correct way to remove the burr on 

the water stones, and how to 

sharpen the bevel to achieve the 

finished knife.  

Bernard also instructed us in the use 

of a grinder so that we could shape 

several lifting knives to our 

preferences. These will have 

various uses during conservation 

treatments, such as cleanly lifting 

leather away from a book board so 

that we can insert repair material 

beneath. We again used the Tormek 

to shape the bevels, and then a 

combination of diamond and water 

stones for lapping and sharpening. 

If the paring and lifting knives 

weren’t already enough, we also 

learned how to adapt and sharpen 

spokeshave blades, how to sharpen 

curved knives, and even how to 

keep scissors sharp. The three days 

were hugely productive, and we 

came away with a wealth of new 

knowledge and skills that will 

greatly benefit our conservation 

practice throughout our careers. We 

are immensely grateful to AMARC 

for their contribution that enabled 

the course to proceed, and of course 

to Bernard for sharing his hard-

earned experience with us. 

 

AMARC MEETINGS 

Public Engagement and Special 

Collections  

Weston Library Lecture Theatre, 

Oxford 

4 October 2019, 10:45 – 16:30 

Through six presentations by 

academics, curators and education 

professionals, this AMARC 

meeting will be exploring various 

approaches that are being 

developed in order to share special 

collections with the general public 

and the challenges and benefits of 

such activities.  

Registration: 

● £20 AMARC members  

● £15 AMARC student 

members  

● £25 non-members  

To register, go to: 

www.tinyurl.com/AMARCOxford2

019  

Report of the recent visit to the 

Getty Library at Wormsley 

submitted by Emilia Henderson 

In April AMARC members were 

given the rare opportunity to view 

the library of the Getty family in 

their Wormsley estate. Nestled in 

the Chiltern Hills in 

Buckinghamshire, the house and 

adjacent library were built in an 

antiquarian style – complete with 

bespoke wooden panels and 

shelving on two levels, chandeliers, 

mounted moose antlers, and a 

sixteenth-century inspired painted 

ceiling. The need for such a library 

had become clear a few years 

earlier, when the extensive book 

collection had started to cause the 

floorboards in the former Getty 

residence to bend.  

Once inside, we were greeted by the 

long-standing librarian, Bryan 

Maggs. He outlined the highlights 

of the collection on the display, 

from medieval manuscripts and 
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early printed books. Items on 

display illustrated Sir Paul Getty’s 

particular interest in bindings from 

all periods. There were bindings of 

every imaginable category: original 

medieval leather bindings, 

champlevé enamel from Limoges, 

cuir-cisele (‘cut leather’) bindings, 

early modern embroidered 

bindings, famous artistic bindings 

of the 19th century from England, 

Scotland, and Ireland (and some 

which were exhibited at the Great 

Exhibition of 1851), as well as 

modern artist’s book bindings.  

There was also an impressive range 

of manuscript and incunabula 

material on display, including a 

12th-century Psalter from 

Canterbury, a Psalter owned by 

Anne Boleyn, a 7th-century Insular 

fragment of Eusebius of Caesarea’s 

Historia ecclesiastica, leaves from 

a Gutenberg Bible, a First Folio, 

and Caxton’s edition of the 

Canterbury Tales. The gems of 

more modern artists, calligraphers, 

and poets were no less impressive. 

While exploring the slightly less 

obvious corners of the room I found 

original illustrations by Aubrey 

Beardsley, one of William 

Morrison’s earliest attempts at 

calligraphy, the modern manuscript 

of Dylan Thomas’s Under Milk 

Wood by calligrapher Sheila 

Waters, and the incredibly lavishly 

decorated and bound Sangorski and 

Sutcliffe Keats.  

While the only printed catalogue of 

the collection contains a ‘personal 

selection’ of just slightly more than 

100 items, it is still a fairly popular 

collection among museums and 

cultural institutions, lending c. 2-3 

items per year. In fact, one of the 

collections’ Bestiaries (a 13th-

century manuscript from England) 

was due to journey to Los Angeles 

for the ‘Book of Beasts’-exhibition 

at The Getty the very day of our 

visit. 

It was a fascinating experience and 

a lovely day. As several of the 

attendants remarked, there really 

was something on display to please 

- and surprise - any archivist, 

curator, and bibliophile.  

 

MANUSCRIPT AND 

ARCHIVE RELATED NEWS  

Tate acquires major archive of 

British surrealist Ithell 

Colquhoun 

Containing more than 5000 

sketches, drawings and sketches, 

this major archive stands as a 

testament to the long and varied 

career of Ithell Colquhoun. With 

the acquisition, Tate is hoping to 

increase the reputation of this major 

figure in British surrealism.  

Colquhoun was born in 1906, 

studied the Cheltenham School of 

Arts, and the Slade School of Art in 

London, before moving to Paris, 

where she discovered surrealism. 

Many of her paintings display her 

lifelong preoccupation with magic, 

mythology and the occult. The 

archive preserves Colquhoun’s 

experiments with surrealist 

automatism, a method where the 

artist surrenders artistic control over 

the process. Upon her death, she 

gave her occult work to the Tate 

and the rest of her work to the 

National Trust. This acquisition 

reunites the archive in one 

institution. With all the material in 
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one place, curators of both 

institutions hope to encourage study 

of previously divided items that 

illuminate her ideas and practice.  

 

Completion of A Repertory of 

Welsh Manuscripts and Scribes 

Former AMARC Committee 

member Daniel Huws is adding 

final touches to his comprehensive 

three-volume study of Welsh 

manuscripts and scribal hands of 

the period c.800-c.1800.  Some 25 

years in the making, the Repertory 

will include new descriptions of c. 

3,300 manuscripts, summary 

accounts of c. 1,500 named and 

anonymous scribes, and c. 900 

images of the most significant 

scribal hands.  Jointly published by 

the National Library of Wales and 

the University of Wales Centre for 

Advanced Welsh and Celtic 

Studies, this magnum opus will be 

launched at a ‘Welsh Manuscripts 

800-1800’ conference to be held at 

Aberystwyth from 9 to 11 

September 2020.  With sets priced 

at £360, a pre-publication discount 

of 25% will be available to 

subscribers from 1 October 2019 to 

1 April 2020.  A prospectus is 

available by emailing 

repertory@wales.ac.uk or by 

contacting RWMS, University of 

Wales Centre for Advanced Welsh 

& Celtic Studies, National Library 

of Wales, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion 

SY23 3HH. 

Wales steps closer to creating the 

UK’s first national broadcast 

archive 

A ground-breaking project to create 

a National Broadcast Archive for 

Wales – which would be the first of 

its kind in the UK – is set to 

become a reality following a 

National Lottery grant of 

£4,751,000 to the National Library 

of Wales.  The project has also 

received funding of £1 million from 

the Welsh Government.  With the 

ITV Wales archive already 

preserved at the Library, some 
240,000 hours of BBC radio and 

television footage from Wales – 

both original and in newly digitised 

formats – will soon be added to the 

National collection, making a full 

National Broadcast Archive for 

Wales one step closer to reality.  A 

new purpose-built storage facility 

will be built at Aberystwyth to 

house the Archive, and audio-visual 

materials will be made accessible to 

the public at four locations across 

Wales. 

Franz Kafka papers reunited in 

Israel  

Following an 11-year fight, the last 

batch of papers of Czech author 

Franz Kafka have arrived in Israel. 

The papers were left to the National 

Library of Israel by Max Brod, 

whom Kafka entrusted with burning 

his papers upon his death. However, 

after Brod’s death in 1968, the 

papers disappeared, and were 

eventually found by investigators in 

Germany, Switzerland and bank 

vaults in Israel.  

The archive includes a notebook in 

which Kafka practised Hebrew, 

three different drafts of his story 

‘Wedding Preparations in the 

Country’, and hundreds of personal 

letters, drawings and journals. The 

National Library have announced 

mailto:repertory@wales.ac.uk
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that the archive will be published 

online. 

Arrests made in €2m west 

London rare books heist 

Criminals believed to be 

responsible for the 2017 theft of 

260 rare books in west London 

have been arrested in a joint 

operation with authorities across 

Romania, the UK and Italy. The 

books had belonged to three dealers 

and were taken from trunks housed 

in a warehouse in Feltham, near 

Heathrow in January 2017. The 

books had been destined for The 

California International Antiquarian 

Book Fair. The criminals targeted 

the collection of books during the 

break-in, despite other valuable 

items present in the warehouse.  

The collection of rare books 

included incunabula, early books 

and manuscripts such as editions of 

Galileo Galilei and Isaac Newton. 

Among the collection was an 

annotated copy of Jacobus de 

Forlivi’s scientific tract, De 

intensione et remissione formarum.  

Hernando Colón’s Libro de los 

Epítomes discovered in 

Copenhagen 

Containing thousands of summaries 

of books from 500 years ago, many 

of which no longer exist, a copy of 

the Libro de los Epítomes 

manuscript has been discovered in 

the Arnamagnæan Collection in 

Copenhagen. The manuscript 

contains more than 2,000 pages and 

summaries from the library of 

Hernando Colón, the illegitimate 

son of Cristopher Columbas. At 

around 15,000 volumes, the library 

was put together during Colón’s 

extensive travels. Today, only 

around a quarter of the collection 

survives and has been housed in 

Seville Cathedral since 1552. The 

manuscript was found in the 

collection of Árni Magnússon, an 

Icelandic scholar born in 1663, who 

donated his books to the University 

of Copenhagen on his death in 

1730. 

Colón’s vast collection is a real 

record of what people were reading 

500 years ago, rather than just the 

classics. Each book in the collection 

is distilled into a little summary in 

Libro de los Epítomes, ranging 

from a couple of lines to about 30 

pages for the complete works of 

Plato.  

A comprehensive account of the 

library is currently being created by 

scholars, which will be published in 

2020. They are also working to 

digitize the manuscript in 

collaboration with the 

Arnamagnæan Institute. 

New archive centre opens in 

Cornwall 

A state-of-the-art archive facility is 

now open for use at Kresen 

Kernow, Cornwall. Constructed in 

the Brewhouse of the former 

Redruth Brewery, this beautiful 

building is a new public space for 

Cornwall. As well as 1.5 million 

records covering 850 years of 

history, Kresen Kernow hosts 

research rooms, exhibitions spaces, 

learning room and fully equipped 

digitization and preservation suits.    

The Redruth Brewery site had been 

in disrepair since a devastating fire 

destroyed many of its historic 

buildings in 2011. A package of 

investment including £1.7 million 
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from the European Regional 

Development Fund for public realm 

works and a floor alleviation 

scheme allowed the site to be 

redeveloped.  

Ancestry partners with Arolsen 

Archives to digitize millions of 

Holocaust records  

The Arolsen Archives, an 

International Center on Nazi 

Persecution, has partnered with 

Ancestry to create the Holocaust 

Remembrance Collection on 

ancestry.com. The collection 

includes records from both 

Holocaust and Nazi persecution-

related archives. According to a 

spokesperson from Ancestry.com, 

‘People from around the world will 

now be able to digitally search two 

collections of records to learn more 

about their heritage and family 

history post-Holocaust’.  

Access to the records requires an 

account but no subscription, and is 

free and accessible worldwide.  

 

PROJECTS AND DIGITAL 

RESOURCES 

Royal Collection Trust to digitize 

the letters and papers of Prince 

Albert, husband to Queen 

Victoria 

The Collection hope this project 

will ‘transform understanding of 

Prince Albert’s role in national life 

and his profound influence on 

Victorian society’ and his place as 

unofficial Private Secretary, a guide 

and mentor to his wife. The ‘Prince 

Albert Digitisation Project’ should 

be completed by 2020 and will 

make the documents available on 

the Royal Collection Trusts’ 

website. Most of the 23,500 items 

in the collection have never been 

published before and are drawn 

from the Royal Archives, Royal 

Collection and the Royal 

Commission for the Exhibition of 

1851.  

Official and private papers relating 

to the Prince Consort will be put 

into a digital database, along with 

catalogues of Prince Albert’s 

private library; inventories of 

paintings commissioned or 

collection by Albert, the Raphael 

Collection, the Prince’s study 

collection of more than 5,000 prints 

and photographs after the works of 

Raphael and a collection of early 

photography collected by Prince 

Albert.  

Seoul approves major digital 

archiving of inter-Korean relics 

excavation project  

The Seoul government has 

approved major funding to build a 

digital archive of relics found in the 

north during a joint excavation 

project between North and South 

Korea. The Inter-Korean Exchange 

and Cooperation Promotion Council 

approved the plan to build the 

archive of materials produced from 

eight rounds of excavation work at 

Manwoldae from 2007 to 2018. 

Manwolde was the location of the 

royal palace of the Goryeo Dynasty 

(918-1392).  

Oriental Research Institute in 

Mysuru digitizes nearly 70,000 

manuscripts    

The Oriental Research Institute 

(ORI) has begun the digitization of 

nearly 70,000 palm leaf and paper 
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manuscripts in Sanskrit and 

Kannada.  

A key factor driving the digitization 

exercise is their preservation to 

combat deterioration and 

degradation. The ORI is a 

repository of 40,000 palm leaf 

manuscripts and nearly 30,000 titles 

of paper manuscripts, and enshrines 

the ancient Indian knowledge 

system spanning different 

disciplines, some of which are yet 

to be studied.  

Digitization of manuscripts at St 

Catherine’s, Egypt  

At the foot of Mount Sinai, in St 

Catherine’s Monastery, a team from 

Greece are photographing a 

collection of fragile manuscripts. 

The collection, which includes 

some of the earliest copies of the 

Christian gospels, is being 

photographed using a complex 

process that takes images with red, 

green and blue light, merging them 

with computer software to create a 

single high-quality colour picture.  

This project aims to create the first 

digital archive of all 4,500 

manuscripts in the library, starting 

with around 1,100 in the Syriac and 

Arabic languages which are 

particularly rare. Beginning in 2018 

and planned to continue for up to a 

decade, the project is being 

undertaken by the non-profit 

research organization Early 

Manuscripts Electronic Library 

(EMEL), in collaboration with the 

monastery and the Library of the 

University of California, Los 

Angeles. UCLA Library plans to 

start publishing manuscripts online 

from late 2019.  

Cambridge University Library to 

catalogue Spitting Image archive 

Report submitted by Sian Collins, 

archivist. 

The satirical puppet-based ITV 

series Spitting Image, created by 

Roger Law and Peter Fluck, has a 

special place in the psyche of many 

of those who were around during 

the time it was broadcast.  Produced 

by Central Independent Television 

between 1984 and 1996, it held to 

account those in power and those 

who had power, whether they were 

politicians, media personalities, or 

sports people.  

In 2018 Roger Law, one of the 

creators, and his wife Deirdre 

Amsden chose Cambridge 

University Library as the repository 

best placed to care for the archives 

and their legacy.  Spitting Image 

has a number of Cambridge 

connections.  Roger Law and Peter 

Fluck were born and bred in 

Cambridgeshire and met at 

Cambridge School of Art (now part 

of Anglia Ruskin University).  

Their first workshop was in 

Cambridge and the first puppets 

were created and made here.  Roger 

met several Cambridge students of 

the 1950s and early 1960s who 

went on to have a huge influence on 

comedy and satire in the 1960s and 

1970s - most notably Peter Cook.  

The University Library has strong 

holdings of 18th, 19th and 20th-

century satirical material which 

includes printed works by James 

Gillray and the archives of the 

University’s famous ADC Theatre 

and Footlights – as well as Robert 

Walpole’s papers relating to his 
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attempted suppression of the press 

and critics of his government. 

Roger and Deirdre were also happy 

with our suggested approach to the 

collection. Archivists are taught to 

be neutral, that our input should not 

affect the content of the records or 

the contents of the collection in any 

way.  In this case we felt that this 

would mean that much of the 

importance and relevance of the 

programme would be lost.  Spitting 

Image needs to be looked at in the 

context of the tradition of political 

satire going back to the 18th 

century, and in the reaction and 

effect it had within the UK and 

beyond. Roger and Deirdre are 

supportive of this approach and are 

keen that we talk to people who 

were involved and record their 

memories. 

The collection contains hundreds of 

rehearsal and post-production 

scripts, memorabilia, puppet 

designs and newspaper cuttings 

reflecting the controversial nature 

of the programme.  Each script 

records who wrote each sketch and 

identifies the puppeteers and voice 

artists.  Other sections of the 

archive to be transferred to the 

Library over the coming months 

include thousands of images from 

the show, hundreds of video tapes, 

and moulds for the puppets and 

their teeth. The archive also 

contains books, board games and 

files of complaints from irate 

viewers. 

Cambridge University Library will 

now begin fundraising for 

cataloguing and conservation work 

so that the archive can be opened as 

widely as possible to academics and 

researchers, as well as being shared 

with the wider public through 

events, talks and exhibitions.  Items 

from the collection have already 

been used in teaching and we are 

excited about developing this area 

over the next academic year. 

 

LECTURES 

Biomedical Research Centre 

‘lates’  

UCL Haldane Room 

Recurring from 14 October 2019 

The lecture on Monday 14 October 

is the first in a series of ‘BRC 

lates’, an after-hours event where 

leading UCL/UCLH researchers 

and UCL Special Collections 

showcase work linked to BRC 

research themes in a sociable and 

relaxed setting. 

Attendees will be able to explore 

UCL’s unique collection of rare 

books, archives and manuscripts – 

including the chance to view an 

original expanded second edition of 

the influential 16th century textbook 

on anatomy De humani corporis 

fabrica (On the fabric of the human 

body) by Andreas Vesalius.  

This event is open to all with wine, 

soft drinks and nibbles provided. To 

book, visit 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brc-

lates-imaging-tickets-71285243081 

History of the Book Lecture: 

“The Roundel: Window onto the 

Domain of a Concept” 

Durham University, Venue TBC 

16 October 2019 – 17:30  

Professor Martha Rust, New York 

University will give Durham 

University’s annual history of the 

book lecture.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brc-lates-imaging-tickets-71285243081
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brc-lates-imaging-tickets-71285243081
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For more information, contact 

admin-imems@durham.ac.uk 

The National Archives lecture  

‘The Griffith Valuation and its 

place in Irish genealogy’ 

12 November, 18:00 

Michael Walsh will give this lecture 

as part of The National Archives’ 

autumn lecture series. Lectures are 

free and will be held in the Reading 

Room.   

The Panizzi Lectures.  

The British Library 

9, 10, 12 December, 19:00 – 20:00 

Through three lectures, Ann Blair 

will discuss paratexts and print in 

Renaissance humanism. The three 

lectures are as follows:  

● Paratexts and Print in 

Renaissance Humanism: The 

Impact of Printing on 

Paratexts 

● Paratexts and Print in 

Renaissance Humanism 

Experiments in Humanist 

Paratexts  

● Paratexts and Print in 

Renaissance Humanism: The 

Limits of Paratexts  

For more information, see 

https://www.bl.uk/events/the-panizzi-

lectures-2019 

Medieval Manuscripts Seminar  

Institute of English Studies, 

School of Advanced Study 

University of London 

Recurrent  

Held in the Dr Seng T Lee Centre 

for Manuscript and Book Studies, 

seminars will run on 29 October, 12 

November, 3 December, 14 

January.  

Further information and details of 

how to book can be found here: 
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events  

GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS 

Oxford Bibliographical Society 

Grants  

Application Deadline: 31st March 

(annually) 

The Oxford Bibliographical Society 

offers an annual series of grants to 

help in defraying the costs of 

holding conferences, exhibitions 

and workshops; to support small 

projects such as the web-

publication of unpublished 

catalogues of manuscripts and 

printed books; and to provide 

assistance to scholars in obtaining 

reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of projects 

whose aims are in line with those of 

the Oxford Bibliographical Society. 

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, 

conference or work (no more than 

200 words); its overall cost with a 

break-down of how the grant would 

be used; the name, address and e-

mail address of one referee; and the 

applicant’s contact details 

(including a postal address). 

Applications should be submitted to 

the Secretary by 31 March in each 

year and will be evaluated by 

Council at its Spring Meeting. 

Applications received after 31 

March will be considered in the 

following year’s round of grants. 

Successful applicants will be 

informed as soon as possible after 

the spring meeting and the results 

announced at the Society’s AGM 

and on its website.  

mailto:admin-imems@durham.ac.uk
https://www.bl.uk/events/the-panizzi-lectures-2019
https://www.bl.uk/events/the-panizzi-lectures-2019
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events
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The applicant need not be a 

member of the Society. 

Applications need not relate to 

Oxford, however Oxford-based or 

Oxford-related submissions may be 

prioritised. Funding levels may vary 

from year to year, but it is 

anticipated that Council will make 

awards of not more than £1,500 in 

total in each year.  

Successful applicants will be 

required to mention the contribution 

of the Society in any written, 

printed, on-line or other visual 

material relating to the event, work 

or research, and to submit for 

publication via the website and 

other appropriate means a brief 

report (300–500 words) on the use 

to which the grant was put.  

Contact: The Honorary Secretary, 

Oxford Bibliographical Society, 

secretary@oxbibsoc.org.uk.  

The Friends of the National 

Libraries Grant 

Application Deadline: 1st 

November 2019 (however, urgent 

applications may be submitted at 

any time) 

The Friends of the National 

Libraries (FNL) helps university 

libraries, national libraries, 

museums, art galleries and record 

offices acquire books, manuscripts 

and archives that you would not 

otherwise have resources to 

purchase. We help the nation’s 

libraries not just national libraries 

and our two main criteria when 

awarding grants are the historical, 

literary and other qualities of the 

propose acquisition and its 

significance to your collection. We 

also take into account price, 

condition and provenance. 

Grants typically range from £500-

£20,000. We usually contribute part 

of the cost of an acquisition, though 

we may be willing to meet the total 

cost.  Receiving a grant from the 

FNL often helps unlock other 

sources of funding and, if you 

require additional funding, we may 

be able to suggest possible sources 

to which you can apply. 

To apply please write a letter of 

application and email it to Nell 

Hoare (admin@fnlmail.org.uk) or 

visit for further details: 

http://www.friendsofnationallibrarie

s.org.uk/applying-grants/faq 

National Conservation Service: 

Conservation Grants Fund  

Application Deadline: rolling 

NCS is pleased to announce the 

launch of the Conservation Grants 

Fund, made possible by annual 

corporate donations of their 

Business Member Partners. 

The Fund is intended to offer small 

grants (typically £500-£1,000) for a 

range of purposes detailed on their 

website: 

http://ncs.org.uk/ncsgrantfund.php. 

Grants are available to public, 

charitable and private archives, 

libraries and museums, where the 

collection or parts of it are made 

available for public research in 

some form and through whatever 

means the collecting institution 

chooses. 

NCS has also teamed up with the 

charity fund-raising support 

organisation CharityCheckout to 

provide a means of donating to the 

Fund and they would be delighted if 

AMARC members were to consider 

doing so. In addition we have set up 

a mechanism by which private 

about:blank
http://www.friendsofnationallibraries.org.uk/applying-grants/faq
http://www.friendsofnationallibraries.org.uk/applying-grants/faq
http://ncs.org.uk/ncsgrantfund.php
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individuals or ‘friends’ 

organisations, local societies and 

others can seek to raise funds to 

carry out a conservation project on 

items, held by an archive or similar 

institution, which are not currently 

in a fit state to be accessed and 

which the archivist or custodian has 

given approval for fund-raising to 

go ahead. 

If you have any questions about the 

elements of the Grant Fund, please 

write to Chris Woods (NCS 

Director) at 

accreditation@ncs.org.uk  

National Manuscripts 

Conservation Trust 

Application Deadline: 1 October 

and 1 April (annually) 

Grants of £1,000-£20,000 are 

available to non-national 

institutions such as county record 

offices, museums, university 

archives / special collections, 

cathedral archives and libraries and 

other specialist collection 

institutions. The NMCT is 

particularly interested in projects 

that have a training element (e.g. 

internships; enhancing skills of 

experience conservators; etc.). This 

is not mandatory but welcomed as 

part of the grant application. 

Application forms and FAQs can be 

found on our website: 

www.nmct.co.uk  

Cathedral Archives, Libraries & 

Collections Association (CALCA) 

Application deadline: 1 

November 2019  

CALCA offers modest funding to 

enterprises that support their stated 

aims:  

To provide for the development of 

best practice in and the exchange of 

information about all aspects of the 

care, development and promotion of 

archives, libraries and collections in 

the cathedrals of Great Britain and 

Ireland, to secure their continuing 

educational role within the wider 

mission of their governing bodies.  

CALCA invites applications from 

fully paid up members of two years 

or more standing for grants in areas 

such as the following:  

● Help in defraying the costs of 

holding conferences and 

workshops 

● Support for small projects such 

as the web-publication of 

unpublished catalogues 

● Assistance to members in 

undertaking essential travel as 

part of work in line with 

CALCA’s aims 

● The provision of equipment, 

such as perhaps book supports, 

to facilitate access to collections 

● Assistance with the necessary 

purchase of manuscripts and 

archives to benefit the CALCA 

community 

● Carrying out conservation work 

on manuscripts and archives or 

providing equipment such as 

data loggers to help in 

monitoring environments 

Funding levels may vary from year 

to year, but it is anticipated that the 

committee will make awards of not 

more than £250 each, and of not 

more than £500 in total each year.  

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, 

conference or work; its overall cost; 

the grant being sought; the names 

mailto:accreditation@ncs.org.uk
http://www.nmct.co.uk/
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and addresses of two referees; 

details of the addressee for the 

cheque. 

For further details on the 

application process, see 

https://cathedrallibrariesandarchives

.wordpress.com/grants/  

 

CALL FOR PAPERS AND 

SUBMISSIONS 

“The Ends of Manuscripts” – 15th 

Annual Marco Manuscript 

Workshop 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville  

31 January – 1 February 2020  

DEADLINE for applications – 2 

November 2019 

The fifteenth annual Marco 

Manuscript Workshop is organized 

by Professors Maura K. Lafferty 

(Classics) and Roy M. Liuzza 

(English), and is hosted by the 

Marco Institute for Medieval and 

Renaissance Studies.  

This year's workshop is a tribute to 

the 2020 McClung Museum 

exhibition “Visitions of the End 

1000-1600”. The organisers invite 

proposals on the theme “The Ends 

of Manuscripts”. This theme should 

be interpreted in the broadest 

possible sense. Possible topics 

include: 

● the physical boundaries 

(colophons and explicits, 

incomplete texts, 

extrapolated texts, lost or 

added leaves, booklets and 

bindings) 

● their purposes (texts written 

for particular patrons or 

communities, texts written 

for devotional or polemical 

ends, texts written as 

responses to other texts, texts 

prepared for or directed at 

someone or something)  

● their fates (where texts have 

ended up, in libraries or 

private collections, in 

bindings or trash bins, 

framed on walls or preserved 

in digital repositories)  

● or their early coexistence 

with and gradual 

replacement by printed 

books  

The “ends” of a manuscript can 

often reveal vital information 

regarding its life and origins.  

The workshop is open to scholars 

and graduate students who are 

engaged in textual editing, 

manuscript studies or epigraphy. 

Individual 75-minute sessions will 

be developed to each project; 

participants will be asked to 

introduce their text and its context, 

discuss their approach to working 

with their material, and exchange 

ideas and information with other 

participants.  

The deadline for applications is 2 

November 2019. For details of how 

to apply, see 

https://marco.utk.edu/ms-workshop/ 

Understanding the Medieval 

Book IX: A Seminar by Dr. Erik 

Kwakkel 

University of South Carolina 

6 – 7 April 2020 

DEADLINE for applications 31 

January 2020 

“Understanding the Medieval 

Book” explores the layout and 

function of important medieval 

book-types. The seminar 

emphasizes the wide range of book 

https://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/grants/
https://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/grants/
https://marco.utk.edu/ms-workshop/
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genres as exemplified by 

manuscripts from the University of 

South Carolina collection. During 

this two-day event, Dr Kwakkel 

will explore these manuscripts as 

artifacts, examining their design 

instead of the text they convey. Dr 

Kwakkel will demonstrate how 

observations on design can be 

turned into useful cultural-historical 

information which can be deployed 

in other disciplines, such as History, 

English and language study.  

The seminar is free but lunch and 

dinner are not provided. For more 

information and details of how to 

book, contact 

gwaras@mailbox.sc.edu  

Routledge Studies in Archives 

This new series publishes new and 

cutting-edge research into the study 

of records and archives. This series 

aims to recognise the imperative for 

record-keeping work in support of 

memory, social justice, technical 

systems, legal rights and historical 

understanding. It sees the archival 

in personal, economic and political 

activity, historically and digitally 

situated cultures, subcultures and 

movements, technological and 

infrastructural developments and in 

many other places.  

Routledge Studies in Archives 

brings scholarship from diverse 

academic and cultural traditions 

into conversation and presents the 

work of emerging and established 

scholars, side by side. It promotes 

the exploration of the intellectual 

history of archival science, the 

internationalization of archival 

discourse and the building of new 

archival theory.  

Please contact the series editor 

James Lowry to discuss future 

proposals before submitting, 

jlowry@liverpool.ac.uk 

  

CONFERENCES 

Decoding Leonardo’s Codices 

Teatro Niccolini, Florence 

10 – 12 October 2019 

This international conference aims 

to evaluate the current state of 

research regarding how Leonardo’s 

manuscripts were compiled, and the 

complexity of their dispersion after 

the artists death. Furthermore, the 

conference will investigate the 

pioneering initiatives starting in the 

last decades of the 19th century for 

facsimile reproduction and text 

transcription of Leonardo’s codices 

and loose sheets thanks to the rapid 

evolution of printing techniques: 

photography, lithography, 

heliophotography. Finally, the 

conference will discuss how to 

make use of new digital methods 

for publishing and disseminating 

through the internet the 

indispensable resources for the 

responsible use of Da Vinci’s 

manuscripts such as bibliographic 

resources, watermark archives, 

glossaries, lexica and chronologies.  

The opening lecture, ‘Leonardo 

Self-Taught Author and His 

Manuscripts’ will be given by 

Carmen Bambach, The 

Metropolitan Museum of Arts, New 

York. Themes of the sessions 

include, the compilation of 

Leonardo’s Manuscripts, the history 

and dispersal of the manuscripts 

mailto:gwaras@mailbox.sc.edu
mailto:jlowry@liverpool.ac.uk
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and publishing or reproducing the 

manuscripts.  

For more information, contact 

Laura Manetti 

(l.manetti@museogalileo.it) or 

Mandy Tichter (richter@khi.fi.it)  

Historical Manuscripts 

Commission 150th Anniversary 

Symposium  

The National Archives, London 

14 October 2019 

To mark the 150th anniversary of 

the Historical Manuscripts 

Commission, this symposium will 

explore the evolution of the 

Commission’s activities and 

highlight its achievements within 

the context of societal changes over 

the last 150 years. Considering how 

the Commission has adapted its 

policies and practices since 1869, 

papers will consider how the 

Commission can continue to fulfil 

its purpose of promoting archival 

preservation, access and use. 

Hosted by The National Archives, 

the symposium will also hear about 

their wider responsibilities for the 

archives sector. 

For more information, see 

https://www.britishrecordsassociati

on.org.uk/news/hmc-150-

conference-at-the-national-

archives-14-oct-2019/ 

Archive-A-Live! Exploring 

responses to the Tavistock 

Institute’s Archive 

St Luke’s Community Centre, 

London 

7 November 2019 

In 2019, the archive of the 

Tavistock Institute of Human 

Relations (TIHR) was launched at 

the Wellcome Library, London and 

was the centrepiece of the TIHR’s 

70th anniversary celebrations. Since 

its launch, the TIHR archive has 

been frequently consulted by 

Wellcome Library users. This 

symposium is held in celebration of 

its success and status as a place for 

dialogue and discussion through 

sharing and exchanging new 

insights and exploring overlaps and 

synergies.  

As a client-focused research and 

consultancy organisation, the 

TIHR’s research is problem rather 

than discipline-centred and the 

symposium intends to stimulate 

awareness of and reflection upon 

the ways in which problem-centred 

research conducted ‘in situ’ can 

inform and energise areas of 

scholarly discipline and/or fields of 

practise.  

For more information, see 
https://www.tavinstitute.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/06/Call-for-

Proposals-Archive-A-Live.pdf 

Navigating the digital shift: 

practices and possibilities – 

Discovering Collections, 

Discovering Communities 

Birmingham Conference & Events 

Centre, Birmingham 

12-14 November 2019 

Discovering Collections, 

Discovering Communities is a 

collaborative conference series 

hosted by The National Archives, 

Research Libraries UK and JISC. 

Now in its seventh year, DCDC 

brings together colleagues from 

across the archive, library, museum 

and academic sectors to explore 

shared opportunities, collective 

challenges, and to discuss how each 

mailto:l.manetti@museogalileo.it
mailto:richter@khi.fi.it
https://www.britishrecordsassociation.org.uk/news/hmc-150-conference-at-the-national-archives-14-oct-2019/
https://www.britishrecordsassociation.org.uk/news/hmc-150-conference-at-the-national-archives-14-oct-2019/
https://www.britishrecordsassociation.org.uk/news/hmc-150-conference-at-the-national-archives-14-oct-2019/
https://www.britishrecordsassociation.org.uk/news/hmc-150-conference-at-the-national-archives-14-oct-2019/
https://www.tavinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Call-for-Proposals-Archive-A-Live.pdf
https://www.tavinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Call-for-Proposals-Archive-A-Live.pdf
https://www.tavinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Call-for-Proposals-Archive-A-Live.pdf
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sector can work more effectively 

with one another. 

DCDC19 will explore the 

possibilities of the digital shift for 

collections, audience expectations, 

and professional practices. It seeks 

to go beyond recounting the huge 

change that the digital shift has 

represented, and to examine 

possibilities for the future. How can 

we reconcile the gathering of ever 

more detailed metrics around user 

behaviour and concerns over user 

privacy? At a time of information 

abundance, how can libraries and 

archives remain trusted and “go to” 

repositories in a crowded market 

place? How can we ensure the 

accuracy and authenticity of the 

digital record? How do our 

practices and institutional cultures 

need to evolve to respond to 

continuing technological change? 

And how can we track the impact 

that the availability of information 

and collections has on research and 

society more generally? 

For more information and to book a 

place, visit: 
https://dcdcconference.com/ 

Buildings, Books and 

Blockbusters: Balancing Access 

and Preservation – the Historic 

Libraries Forum Annual 

Conference 2019  

Westminster Abbey, London 

18 November 2019  

As the newsletter goes to press, full 

details of this event were not 

available. Full details will be 

released towards the end of 

September.  

For more information, see 
https://historiclibrariesforum.com/even

ts/ 

Books at Work: Books and 

Libraries for Professionals and 

Tradesmen since the fifteenth 

century; 41st Annual Conference 

on Book Trade History  

Stationers’ Hall, London 

24 – 25 November 2019  

This year's conference will focus on 

books used for work. Among the 

themes to be addressed will be 

book-trade strategies aimed at 

particular professional groups and 

specialisations in genres of 

publications useful for work, as 

well as libraries of professionals, 

including doctors, lawyers, clergy, 

architects and heralds. 

Speakers include Dr Elizabethanne 

Boran, David Peason and Renae 

Satterley.  

For more information, visit 
http://www.aba.org.uk/Home/Latest-

News/41st-Annual-Conference-on-

Book-Trade-History  

The Physics of Parchment: 

Experimental and Historical 

Approaches  

University of Namur, Belgium 

28 – 29 November 2019 

This symposium will explore the 

physics of parchment, via 

experimental and historical 

approaches. Interdisciplinary and 

international speakers will take a 

variety of approaches (historical, 

bio-archaeological, physical optics, 

analytics methods, conservation and 

restoration). This symposium will 

be held as part of the Pergamenum 

21 project, which utilises 

multidisciplinary scientific 

investigations to aid parchment 

restoration.  

For more information, visit 

https://rmblf.be/2019/07/18/colloqu

https://dcdcconference.com/
https://historiclibrariesforum.com/events/
https://historiclibrariesforum.com/events/
http://www.aba.org.uk/Home/Latest-News/41st-Annual-Conference-on-Book-Trade-History
http://www.aba.org.uk/Home/Latest-News/41st-Annual-Conference-on-Book-Trade-History
http://www.aba.org.uk/Home/Latest-News/41st-Annual-Conference-on-Book-Trade-History
https://rmblf.be/2019/07/18/colloque-la-physique-du-parchemin-approches-experimentales-et-historiques-the-physics-of-parchments-experimental-and-historical-approaches/
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e-la-physique-du-parchemin-

approches-experimentales-et-

historiques-the-physics-of-

parchments-experimental-and-

historical-approaches/ 

Documenting Jazz  

Birmingham City University 

16 – 18 January 2020 

Now in its second year, 

Documenting Jazz brings together 

colleagues from across the 

academic, archive, library and 

museum sectors to explore and 

discuss documenting jazz. As 

changes in technology, cultures and 

economies have profoundly 

influenced and affected our 

perception of music, alternative 

ways of documenting jazz must be 

considered, explored and discussed. 

Papers will consider the ways of 

documenting jazz, as visual culture, 

and its distinct representations: 

photography, press, cinema, 

television and web. This year’s 

conference aims to consolidate 

discussions around issues of gender 

and the way musicians have been 

documented or marginalised in this 

music history.   

For more information, see 

http://documentingjazz.com/ 

The Rise of Vernacular Writing: 

The Palaeographical Perspective  

Università degli Studi, Florence 

19 – 21 Feb 2020  

The twenty-first Colloquium of the 

CIPL will explore the material 

forms and scripts associated with 

the earliest and most experimental 

phases of the development of the 

written form of European 

languages. Of particular interest are 

questions concerning the extent to 

which traditional forms of writing 

in Latin functioned as points of 

reference for writing in the 

vernacular. Or, if other approaches 

were taken in response to new 

demands in communication or to 

the taste and expectations of new 

audiences and patrons. 

The process by which the different 

European languages acquired a 

written dimension was neither 

linear or straightforward. Their 

chronologies varied, in addition to 

their particular circumstances, 

strategies employed and the 

different forms and functions of 

vernacular material. Thus far, 

scholarship in this field has been 

dominated by philologists and 

historians of literature. This 

conference will take a 

palaeographical perspective in order 

to make an original and crucial 

contribution to the field.  

Bibliophilia and Bibliophobia in 

the medieval and early modern 

period – The Inaugural Durham 

History of the Book Conference  

Durham University  

26 – 27 March 2020 

With keynotes from Deborah 

McGrady (University of Virginia) 

and Ada Palmer (University of 

Chicago) this conference will 

consider a variety of aspects of 

bibliophilia and biblophobia. Papers 

will explore books as objects and 

the emotions they can convey, from 

expressions of feat, hate, love, 

friendship or enmity. Other topics 

include Books as objects of 

devotion or obsession, book 

acquisition, book collecting, the 

destruction of books and 

censorship.  

https://rmblf.be/2019/07/18/colloque-la-physique-du-parchemin-approches-experimentales-et-historiques-the-physics-of-parchments-experimental-and-historical-approaches/
https://rmblf.be/2019/07/18/colloque-la-physique-du-parchemin-approches-experimentales-et-historiques-the-physics-of-parchments-experimental-and-historical-approaches/
https://rmblf.be/2019/07/18/colloque-la-physique-du-parchemin-approches-experimentales-et-historiques-the-physics-of-parchments-experimental-and-historical-approaches/
https://rmblf.be/2019/07/18/colloque-la-physique-du-parchemin-approches-experimentales-et-historiques-the-physics-of-parchments-experimental-and-historical-approaches/
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For more information, contact 

admin.imems@durham.ac.uk  

Care and Conservation of 

Manuscripts 18 

University of Copenhagen  

22 – 24 April 2020  

The 18th Care and Conservation of 

Manuscripts seminar will bring 

together scholars, conservators, 

librarians, archivists, curators and 

others who work in the field of 

manuscript studies, preservation 

and conservation.  

Papers will explore subjects relating 

to the care and conservation of 

manuscripts in the widest sense, 

such as conservation techniques and 

related matters, curatorial, 

codicological, philological and 

book historical subjects and 

digitization.  

A full programme will be 

announced soon. See, 
https://nors.ku.dk/cc/  

“Decision 2020” - Annual 

Midwest Archives Conference  

Des Moines, Iowa  

6 – 9 May 2020 

In this election year, it is an apt 

time to consider the power of 

decisions. Who makes them, where 

they are made, when they are made 

and what decisions do you make as 

an archivist? This annual 

conference will examine topics 

such as: 

● Collections acquisition 

● Collaborating with or 

participating in community 

archives 

● Decisions regarding 

collection management tools 

● Methodology or approaches 

to decolonising the archives 

For more information, visit 

https://www.midwestarchives.org/a

nnual-conference-call-for-

proposals-2020  

Paper Stories: Paper and Book 

History in Post-Medieval Europe  

National and University Library of 

Iceland, Reykjavík  

7 – 8 May 2020 

This international two-day 

conference, organised in 

cooperation with the National and 

University Library of Iceland and 

the University of Iceland, will focus 

on the various paths that paper took 

from production via the processes 

of being made into documents, 

manuscripts and books to their 

present repositories in library 

collections. We intend to bring 

together scholars, paper experts, 

conservators, book historians and 

others who work in watermark 

research, paper trade, history of 

collections and object biography. 

Thus, we aim to highlight material 

aspects of manuscripts and books, 

as well as object biography. 

We understand object biography as 

a perspective on both the material 

and the intellectual history of text 

bearers, i.e. manuscripts, books and 

documents. We focus on the 

processes of their production, 

reception and use, their physical 

appearance and aspects of wear, 

tear and repair. This includes the 

investigation of the origins of the 

raw materials, including paper 

production, as well as manufacture, 

use, ownership, exchange and 

preservation of the objects. 

mailto:admin.imems@durham.ac.uk
https://nors.ku.dk/cc/
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Post-medieval watermark research, 

watermark analysis in Scandinavia 

and studies in paper trade are 

gaining more and more scholarly 

attention, not least because it has a 

great impact on several scholarly 

disciplines, such as history, literary 

studies, art history and musicology. 

We hope that the analysis of paper 

production and trade, as well as 

history of collections and object 

biography presented at our 

conference will lead to new 

understanding of social, cultural 

and economic history in Europe. 

There is no conference fee, 

however, presenters and visitors 

will be expected to cover their own 

travel and accommodation 

expenses. For further details, please 

contact Silvia Hufnagel 

(silvia@hi.is) or Regina Jucknies 

(regina@hi.is) or write to the 

following address: 

The Árni Magnússon Institute for 

Icelandic Studies 

Árnagarður við Suðurgötu 

ÍS-101 Reykjavík 

ICELAND 

https://papertrailsiceland.wixsite.co

m/papertrails/paper-stories-7-8-

may-2020  

Church, saints and seals, 1150-

1300 

Canterbury 

18 May 2020 

This day conference is being 

organised by Canterbury Cathedral 

Archives and Library in 

collaboration with Canterbury 

Christ Church University. It will 

form part of the programme of 

events to mark the anniversaries in 

2020 of the murder and translation 

of St Thomas Becket, and of the 

canonisation of St Hugh of Lincoln. 

The day conference will combine 

presentations by specialists in the 

field of ecclesiastical seals with a 

visit to the Cathedral Archives and 

its Conservation Studio to see 

examples from its fine collection 

and to discuss the conservation 

treatment of medieval seals. It is 

anticipated that presentations will 

cover the following topics: 

• The iconography of seals, 

including representations of 

sacred buildings and of 

Becket’s murder 

• The legends of seals 

• The materiality of seals and 

sealing practices over the 

period, including the 

findings of the Imprint 

project (led by academics at 

the universities of 

Aberystwyth and Lincoln) 

Confirmed speakers include Prof 

Philippa Hoskin, Director of the 

Parker Library, Cambridge, and Dr 

Markus Spath of the Justus-Liebig-

Universitat of Giessen, Germany. 

The programme will be announced 

shortly, together with the delegate 

fee.  

For any enquiries, please 

email archives@canterbury-

cathedral.org 

  

Preservation and Archiving 

Special Interest Group (PASIG) 

meeting 

Biblioteca Digital Memoria de 

Madrid, Madrid  

19 – 21 May 2020 

mailto:silvia@hi.is
mailto:regina@hi.is
https://papertrailsiceland.wixsite.com/papertrails/paper-stories-7-8-may-2020
https://papertrailsiceland.wixsite.com/papertrails/paper-stories-7-8-may-2020
https://papertrailsiceland.wixsite.com/papertrails/paper-stories-7-8-may-2020
mailto:archives@canterbury-cathedral.org
mailto:archives@canterbury-cathedral.org
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The city of Madrid by means of the 

Biblioteca Digital Memoria de 

Madrid will be hosting the 14th 

edition of the annual PASIG 

(Preservation and Archiving 

Interest Group) meeting in Spring 

2020. 

During the month of May the city 

of Madrid will become the center of 

attention of the digital preservation 

world, housing this forum in which 

experts, researchers and companies 

will share their experiences and 

knowledge in the field of 

preservation of digital collections. 

For more information, see 

http://www.pasig2020memoriadem

adrid.es. 

Virtual Research Environments 

and Ancient Manuscripts  

University of Lausanne 

10 – 11 September 2020 

This workshop will consider an 

important challenge in digital 

humanities: what changes when 

research on ancient manuscripts 

occurs in a Virtual Research 

Environment (VRE), especially in 

Early Jewish and Christian 

Literature, New Testament and 

Classical Studies? By diversifying 

information regardless of 

geographical location, VRE’s 

continue to define the research 

landscape of the humanities in more 

complex ways.  

This workshop will explore the 

significance of VREs on the study 

of manuscript cultures and research 

in the humanities. Key questions 

covered by the papers include:  

● How do VREs enlighten 

particular manuscripts or 

manuscript cultures?  

● How do VREs differ from or 

supplement traditional 

research models?  

● What critical benefits or 

difficulties arise in using 

VREs?  

● How can research on 

manuscript cultures be 

further advanced using 

digital tools?  

● What are the limitations and 

challenges of VREs?  

 

COURSES 

Postgraduate Archival Skills 

Training  

The National Archives  

Ongoing.  

The National Archives hosts regular 

training sessions over the course of 

the year. These sessions recognise 

that using archives and original 

documents can often seem like a 

daunting and time-consuming task. 

These sessions therefore aim to help 

postgraduates get started in archives 

and gain the skills and knowledge 

needed for their research.  

All sessions are delivered by 

records specialists on site in Kew 

and are based on working with 

original documents from their 

collections. There are three 

different types of sessions. 

Introduction to archival research 

days are aimed at third year 

undergraduates and postgraduate 

students, and helps students to get 

started in archives, finding original 

documents and making the most of 

their time on site. Skills and 

methodology workshops develop 

these skills and are aimed at taught 

http://www.memoriademadrid.es/
http://www.memoriademadrid.es/
https://preservationandarchivingsig.org/
https://preservationandarchivingsig.org/
https://preservationandarchivingsig.org/
http://www.pasig2020memoriademadrid.es/
http://www.pasig2020memoriademadrid.es/
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postgraduate and PhD students.  

More detailed research guidance is 

provided in Records Workshops, 

and are aimed at PhD students, 

postdocs, and early career 

researchers, and are based on key 

document collections held on site. 

These Workshops are also open to 

professionals from the archive, 

heritage and research sectors. 

Sessions are often focused on 

medieval, early modern or modern 

records. 

For further information and a 

programme of upcoming training 

session, refer to: 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk

/about/our-research-and-academic-

collaboration/events-and-

training/postgraduate-archival-

skills-training/  

Rare Books School Seminar: 

Exploring Ephemera  

11 – 12 November 2019  

Winterthur Museum, Garden & 

Library, University of Delaware 

Rare Book School is sponsoring a 

two-day seminar, designed to be of 

interest to curators, collectors and 

librarians of all kinds who care for, 

research and teach with ephemera 

collections. Drawing on the 

remarkable holdings of two 

Delaware institutions – Winterthur 

Museum, Garden & Library and the 

University of Delaware Library, 

Museum & Press – this two-day 

workshop offers an opportunity to 

explre the history, production 

methods, typography, circulation, 

use and meaning of ephemera 

produced from the eighteenth 

through twentieth centuries in 

America and Britain. Hands-on 

study of the physical nature of the 

ephemera will be the main 

emphasis of the seminar, but the 

value of the materials for 

scholarship, teaching and exhibition 

will also be considered.  

Students from varying levels of 

experience and expertise are 

welcome. Space is limited so 

signup for the seminar will be 

handled on a first-come first-serve 

basis. We encourage “early bird” 

sign up before 7 October to 

improve your chances of getting a 

seat. The cost to attend the seminar 

is $500. 

For more information, see 

https://rarebookschool.org/all-

programs/events/ephemera-2019/ 

EXHIBITIONS 

Information has been drawn from 

press-releases and websites as well 

as contributions from our members 

and colleagues. Please check 

opening dates and times and other 

details before travelling as these 

may vary from those given here. 

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 

Record: Welsh Folk, Protest and 

Pop 

22 June 2019 – 1 February 2020 

Marking the centenary of the birth 

of cultural historian, campaigner 

and performer Meredydd Evans 

(1919-2015), this exhibition traces 

the history of Welsh music as 

revealed by archival items, and the 

collections of the National Screen 

and Sound Archive of Wales. 

A New World 

20 July 2019 – 11 January 2020 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/events-and-training/postgraduate-archival-skills-training/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/events-and-training/postgraduate-archival-skills-training/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/events-and-training/postgraduate-archival-skills-training/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/events-and-training/postgraduate-archival-skills-training/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/events-and-training/postgraduate-archival-skills-training/
https://rarebookschool.org/all-programs/events/ephemera-2019/
https://rarebookschool.org/all-programs/events/ephemera-2019/
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This is the Welsh Government’s 

‘Year of Discovery’, and the 

Library supports the National 

programme of themed events with 

an exhibition following the 

adventures - both legendary and 

real - of some Welsh men and 

women who discovered, explored 

and settled over many centuries in 

the ‘New World’. Among the cast 

of characters are a Welsh prince, a 

tribe of Welsh speaking natives, a 

cowboy and two of America’s most 

eminent citizens. 

Treasures 

The Riverside, Haverfordwest 

25 May – 12 October 2019 

At our recently launched state-of-

the-art gallery in the Pembrokeshire 

town of Haverfordwest, this 

exhibition will provide visitors with 

a unique opportunity to view 

culturally significant items from the 

collections of the National Library 

of Wales. The exhibition will 

feature works of art, original 

manuscripts, maps, archives, 

photographs and audio-visual 

collections.  

DUBLIN, TRINITY COLLEGE 

DUBLIN 

On Speaking Terms 

Currently on display in the Long 

Room  

A glimpse into the eight centuries 

of contexts, causes and cures for 

communication disability, 

celebrates 50 years of the 

Department of Clinical Speech and 

Language Studies in Trinity 

College Dublin educating speech 

and language therapists in Ireland.  

Drawing your Attention: Four 

Centuries of Political Caricature  

Currently on display in the 

Berkeley foyer  

Includes the Library’s own 

collections, with originals from its 

extensive 18th- and 19th-century 

collection assembled by Nicholas 

Robinson, alumnus, writer, lawyer 

and former cartoonist. The 

contemporary works in the 

exhibition are on loan from 

freelance artist Martyn Turner who 

is best associated with the Irish 

Times. 

DUBLIN, CHESTER BEATTY 

LIBRARY  

Thai Buddhist Tales: Stories 

along the Path to Enlightenment  

14 June 2019 – 26 January 2020 

The Chester Beatty preserves an 

internationally important yet little 

known collection of Buddhist 

manuscripts from Thailand. 

Unfolding a selection of these 

books, this exhibition provides a 

rare opportunity to explore the 

Buddhist tales depicted within.  

Presented as colourful illustrations 

alongside sacred texts, some of the 

most popular stories found within 

Thai Buddhist manuscripts are the 

birth tales of the Buddha and the 

legend of the monk Phra Malai. 

From moral tales to noble quests, 

these pictures from the path to 

enlightenment offer an enchanting 

introduction to Thailand’s rich 

Buddhist heritage and its most 

cherished stories.  

Highlights from the exhibition and 

a 3D virtual gallery can be found on 

the website, 
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https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/t

hai-buddhist-tales/ 

The Mystery of Mani  

21 June 2019 – 29 January 2020 

Rediscover the Manichaean religion 

through the words of its followers.  

In 1929, seven papyrus books from 

the lost Manichaean religion were 

discovered in Egypt. Dated to c. 

400 AD, these unique texts are 

critical in deepening understanding 

of this once thriving, yet effectively 

suppressed faith.  

The Manichaean religion was 

founded by the prophet Mani in the 

third century. Borrowing heavily 

from Zorostrianism, Buddhism and 

Christianity, Mani considered his 

teachings to be a unification and 

clarification of all existing 

religions. Using illustrated 

manuscripts, multilingual 

missionaries carried the religion 

from Mesopotamia across the 

Mediterranean, and east into 

Northern India, and Central and 

East Asia.  

Ninety years after the discovery of 

these manuscripts, this exhibition 

highlights the four books Beatty 

acquired, and features international 

loans that have never before been 

on public display.  

Highlights from the exhibition and 

a 3D virtual gallery can be found on 

the website, 

https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/t

he-mystery-of-mani/  

DURHAM, UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY, ARCHIVES AND 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS  

Wild: A celebration of the natural 

history of the British Isles  

18 May – 6 October 2019 

From high peaks and valleys to 

meandering rivers and powerful 

seas – see how animals have 

adapted to live and thrive in the 

varied environments of the British 

Isles. Visitors will have the 

opportunity to see some of Britain’s 

most elusive animals in close detail 

in this family friendly exhibition. 

#VisibleWomen  

31 May – 13 October 2019 

Showcasing women artists from 

Durham University’s art collection. 

This collection includes work by 

some of the most significant artists 

of the twentieth centuries and 

questions the historic imbalance in 

the representation of women’s work 

perpetuated by many exhibitions 

and collections in the past.  

EDINBURGH, THE NATIONAL 

LIRBARY OF SCOTLAND  

Northern Lights: The Scottish 

Enlightenment  

21 June 2019 – 18 April 2020  

18th-century Scotland was a place 

with many remarkable individuals, 

but what helped to create the 

conditions for what we now call the 

Scottish Enlightenment were the 

social and professional networks 

that allowed these great thinkers to 

share and develop their ideas. This 

major exhibition will show how 

diverse the Enlightenment’s key 

players were, identifying the main 

figures, and the many and varied 

fields in which they operated – 

from geology and engineering to 

architecture, philosophy, medicine, 

economics and law. 

https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/thai-buddhist-tales/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/thai-buddhist-tales/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/the-mystery-of-mani/
https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/the-mystery-of-mani/
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Scotland’s Coasts and Waters: 

Photographs  

16 November 2019 – 15 February 

2020 

Since the 1840s, photographers 

have captured stunning images of 

people and landscapes along 

Scotland’s coasts. Unparalleled 

scenery, as well as vital industries - 

such as fishing, ship-building, 

transport - and leisure activities 

have all contributed to Scotland’s 

history and identity. These subjects 

are represented extensively in the 

MacKinnon Collection of Scottish 

photography: originally amassed by 

collector Murray MacKinnon and 

now jointly owned by the National 

Library of Scotland and the 

National Galleries of Scotland. This 

display will be presented 

concurrently with a major 

exhibition of photographs at the 

Scottish National Portrait Gallery. 

An Enlightenment Maker: The 

Works of Allan Ramsey 

To promote the partnership between 

the National Library of Scotland 

and the University of Glasgow for 

an AHRC-funded project ‘The 

Collected Works of Allan Ramsay’, 

the Library will showcase 

collections relating to the work of 

this influential Scots poet. Focusing 

on Ramsay’s contribution to poetry, 

drama and music, the display will 

feature highlights from the 

Library’s collections including the 

manuscript fair copy of ‘The Gentle 

Shepherd’, and the publication of 

The Ever Green selection of poems. 

LOS ANGELES, J. PAUL 

GETTY MUSEUM 

Blurring the Line: Manuscripts 

in the Age of Print  

6 August – 27 October 2019 

Including both printed and 

illuminated masterpieces, this 

exhibition challenges the 

assumption that printed media 

immediately replaced the 

production of handmade books, 

following the rise of new printing 

technologies in the 15th century. 

Illuminated manuscripts and printed 

books on display reveal a 

convergence of technology and 

artistry during the Renaissance and 

demonstrate that printers and 

illuminators readily shared ideas. 

The curators explore the changing 

status of illuminated manuscripts 

during this period, as they became 

treasured for their specialised 

craftsmanship and affiliated with 

high social status.  

For more information, visit 
http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/pr

int_age/  

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Buddhism 

25 October – 23 February 2020 

Encounter the outstanding beauty of 

Buddhist manuscripts and artworks 

in the largest exhibition of its kind 

ever held at the British Library. 

Explore rare treasures from the 

Library’s collection including 

colourful scrolls, artefacts 

decorated with great detail and 

lavishly illuminated books spanning 

2,000 years and 20 countries. 

Meet the women whose stories are 

told through Buddhist scripture. 

Admire artefacts made by hand in a 

setting inspired by a Buddhist 

temple. From sacred texts written 

http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/print_age/
http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/print_age/
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on tree bark, palm leaves and gold 

plates to exquisite silk scrolls of 

major sutras, follow the life of the 

Buddha and his previous 

incarnations. Find out how 

Buddhism was pivotal in 

developing writing and printing 

techniques, transmitting ideas and 

stories across Asia. Lose yourself in 

a natural soundscape. 

MICHIGAN, MICHIGAN 

STATE UNIVERSITY  

Hand / Press: Medieval 

Manuscripts and Early Printed 

Books  

Until 31 December 2019 

Examining Michigan State 

University’s growing collection of 

medieval manuscripts and early 

printed books, this exhibition 

explores a variety of genres, both 

sacred and secular, including 

medicine, poetry, cookery, religious 

devotion, music history and 

astronomy.  

https://msutoday.msu.edu/news/2019/

msu-libraries-hosts-medieval-

manuscripts-exhibit/ 

NEW YORK, THE MORGAN 

LIBRARY & MUSEUM 

Verdi: Creating Otello and 

Falstaff – Highlights from the 

Ricordi Archive  

6 September 2019 – 5 January 

2020 

Italy’s pre-eminent composer, 

Giuseppe Verdi (1813 – 1901) 

retired from opera at the age of 58. 

This, however, did not prevent 

constant pleas for Verdi to return to 

the operatic stage. Reluctantly 

coaxed out of retirement, Verdi 

composed what would become the 

crowning achievements of his 

career.  

This exhibition is the first in the 

United Stages to present rare 

documents and artifacts from 

Milan’s Ricordi Archive and will 

offer insight into the production of 

these two operas. Autograph 

manuscripts, contracts and 

publications will be displayed 

alongside set designs, costumes, 

and video excerpts from recent 

productions.  

For more information, see 

https://www.themorgan.org/exhibiti

ons/verdi  

OXFORD, BODLEIAN 

LIBRARY  

Thinking 3D: Leonardo to the 

present 

21 March 2019 – 9 February 2020  

Using a selection of the Bodleian 

Library’ finest books, manuscripts, 

prints and drawings, Thinking 3D 

tells the story of the development of 

three-dimensional communication 

over the last 500 years.  

The exhibition shows how new 

techniques, developed from the 

Renaissance onwards, 

revolutionized the way that ideas in 

the fields of anatomy, architecture, 

astronomy and geometry were 

relayed and ultimately how this has 

influenced how we perceive the 

world today. Timed to celebrate the 

500th anniversary of the death of 

Leonardo da Vinci, the exhibition 

shows how Leonardo and his 

contemporaries made great strides 

in the realistic depiction of 3D 

forms. 

For more information, see  

https://msutoday.msu.edu/news/2019/msu-libraries-hosts-medieval-manuscripts-exhibit/
https://msutoday.msu.edu/news/2019/msu-libraries-hosts-medieval-manuscripts-exhibit/
https://msutoday.msu.edu/news/2019/msu-libraries-hosts-medieval-manuscripts-exhibit/
https://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/verdi
https://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/verdi
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https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/what

son/whats-on/current-exhibitions 

Talking Maps 

5 July 2019 – 8 March 2020 

Talking Maps celebrates maps and 

what they tell us about the places 

they depict and the people that 

make and use them. Drawing on the 

Bodleian’s unparalleled collection 

of more than 1.3 million maps, this 

exhibition brings together an 

extraordinary selection of ancient, 

pre-modern and contemporary maps 

from a range of cultures as well as 

showcasing fascinating imaginary, 

fictional and war maps.  

Talking Maps explores how maps 

are neither transparent objects of 

scientific communication, nor 

baleful tools of ideology, but 

proposals about the world that help 

people to understand who they are 

by describing where they are.  

For more information, see 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/what

son/whats-on/current-exhibitions 

READING, UNIVERSITY OF 

READING SPECIAL 

COLLECTIONS 

Embellish’d with Gold: Treasures 

from the European Manuscripts 

Collection 

5 August - 31 October 2019 

In 2018, the University of Reading 

was fortunate to make an important 

new acquisition, the European 

Manuscripts Collection. This 

exhibition will feature some of the 

highlights from the collection, 

giving visitors the opportunity to 

explore this exciting resource. The 

material, which dates from the 

twelfth to the seventeenth century, 

includes illuminated leaves from 

manuscripts such as Books of 

Hours, breviaries and graduals. The 

collection has been generously 

presented to the University by a 

private collector with the support of 

the Art Fund. 

PHILIDELPHIA, The Rosenbach 

American Voyager: Herman 

Melville at 200  

3 October 2019 – 5 April 2020 

Few American writers have 

achieved the cultural impact of 

Herman Melville, author of Moby-

Dick, yet when he died his genius 

was unrecognized by his 

contemporaries. To commemorate 

the 200th anniversary of Melville’s 

birth, The Rosenbach’s new 

exhibition will explore the life, 

works and legacy of this iconic but 

under-read author. Making use of 

The Rosenbach’s extensive 

Melville holdings and numerous 

loans from partner organizations, 

including rare manuscripts and first 

editions, the exhibition will 

examine how Melville fled to the 

watery fringes of 19th-century life to 

grasp core truths about American 

society.  

A full programme of events 

accompanies the exhibition. For 

more information, visit 
https://rosenbach.org/visit/exhibitions/

american-voyager/  

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY 

Gutenberg & After: Europe’s 

First Printers 1450-1470 

9 September 2019 – 15 December 

2019 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/current-exhibitions
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/current-exhibitions
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/current-exhibitions
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/current-exhibitions
https://rosenbach.org/visit/exhibitions/american-voyager/
https://rosenbach.org/visit/exhibitions/american-voyager/
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In 2015, bibliophile, philanthropist, 

and 1936 Princeton University 

alumnus William H. Scheide 

bequeathed to Princeton his rare 

book library, including one of the 

world's greatest collections of early 

European printing. A new 

exhibition showcases the Scheide 

collection alongside treasures 

borrowed from nine leading 

institutions in the United Kingdom 

and North America. The exhibition 

tells the story of the two decades 

that transformed text production 

and distribution across Europe. It is 

the first exhibition to focus on the 

inaugural years of the spread of 

printing. 

An online version of this exhibition, 

with digitized images and detailed 

descriptions, is available on 

https://dpul.princeton.edu/gutenber

g. 

WASHINGTON, LIBRARY OF 

CONGRESS  

Shall not be denied: Women fight 

for the vote 

4 June 2019 – September 2020 

Culminating 100 years ago in the 

Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution, the fight for women’s 

suffrage was not for the 

fainthearted. Considered the largest 

reform movement in United States 

history, its participants believed that 

securing the vote was essential to 

achieving women’s economic, 

social, and political equality. 

Handwritten letters, speeches, 

photographs and scrapbooks, 

created by American suffragists are 

being featured in this new 

exhibition at the Library of 

Congress. 

Drawing on the personal collections 

of Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth 

Cady Stanton, Lucy Stone, Mary 

Church Terrell, Carrie Chapman 

Catt. Harriet Stanton Blatch and 

others, along with records of the 

National American Woman 

Suffrage Association and National 

Woman’s Party, the exhibition 

explores women’s long struggle for 

equality. “Shall not be denied” 

traces the movement from before 

the women’s rights convention at 

Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848, 

through the divergent political 

strategies and internal divisions the 

suffragists overcame, the parades 

and pickets they orchestrated for 

voting rights, and the legacy of the 

19th Amendment that was finally 

ratified in 1920.  

For more information, see 

https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/wo

men-fight-for-the-vote/about-this-

exhibition/ 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF RECENT 

ACCESSIONS  

Librarians, archivists and users are 

invited to inform the Editor of any 

notable new accessions to 

institutional collections.  

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 

Submitted by Dr Maredudd ap 

Huw, Curator of Manuscripts. 

The first volume of the autograph 

manuscript memoir of Royal Navy 

officer William Owen (1737-78) of 

Glansevern, Powys, written in 

1775, and discussing events mainly 

in the East Indies, 1750-60.  The 

unpublished narrative is based on 

https://dpul.princeton.edu/gutenberg
https://dpul.princeton.edu/gutenberg
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/women-fight-for-the-vote/about-this-exhibition/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/women-fight-for-the-vote/about-this-exhibition/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/women-fight-for-the-vote/about-this-exhibition/
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the author’s log-books, which are 

preserved in the National Library’s 

Glansevern Estate Collection 

(Sotheby’s, London, 9 July 2019, 

lot 13) (NLW MS 24132D). 

An autograph letter, 17 May [1840], 

from Augusta Ada King (1815-52), 

Countess of Lovelace, discussing 

the educational prospects of an un-

named boy, and his possible 

placement at Lord Burghersh’s 

Royal Academy of Music.  The 

letter offers further evidence of the 

author’s patronage of John Thomas 

(‘Pencerdd Gwalia’, 1826-1913), 

later harpist to Queen Victoria 

(Sotheby’s, London, 9 July 2019, 

lot 42) (NLW MS 24044D, f. 74). 

Two diaries kept in 1915 by Major, 

later Colonel, Roundell Tristram 

Toke (1869-1957) of the 1st 

Battalion the Welch Regiment, 

including narrative accounts of 

Battalion movements in France, and 

details of battles fought (Forum 

Auctions, London, 30 May 2019, 

lot 303) (NLW ex 3031). 

The second part of Jonathan Cape 

Ltd.’s archive of papers relating to 

artist Augustus John’s memoirs, 

published as Chiaroscuro: 

fragments of autobiography (1952) 

and Finishing Touches (1964) 

(Sotheby’s, London, 9 July 2019, 

lot 152) (NLW MSS 24133-6). 

Papers recently added to the 

Library’s extensive Welsh Music 

Archive include ‘Songs of William 

Blake for Mezzo-Contralto, Celeste, 

Harp, Piano and String Orchestra’, 

1979 (added to William Mathias 

Music Manuscripts and Papers), the 

score of ‘Passacaglia and fugue for 

organ’, 1985 (added to The Alun 

Hoddinott Archive) and James 

Blades’ annotated performance 

score, 1953, of Daniel Jones’s 

‘Sonata for three unaccompanied 

kettledrums’ (NLW ex 3028). 

DURHAM UNIVERSITY 

LIRBARY, ARCHIVES AND 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Submitted by Dr Michael Stansfield, 

Deputy Head of Archives and Special 

Collections.  

Papers of the political firebrand, 

radical reformist and leading 

society figure  John George 

Lambton (1792-1840), first Earl of 

Durham, also known as ‘Radical 

Jack’ (2019/20:1) These papers join 

those of the first Earl Grey, prime 

minister  1830-1834 and Durham’s 

father-in-law, at Palace Green 

Library, to allow the study of both 

archives in tandem, making 

Durham a top destination for 

research into this period of dramatic 

nineteenth century British political 

reform. 

Papers of Ian Doyle (1925-2018), 

reader in Bibliography, our 

erstwhile head of department, and 

eminent scholar of Middle English 

(2018/19:116) 

Probably the earliest colour photo 

of Durham Cathedral, from the 

1890s (2018/19:136) 

Archive of the Federation of Burial 

and Cremation Authorities 1924-

2019 (2019/20:8)  

The medieval manuscripts of 

Ushaw College have now been 

largely transferred to Palace Green 

Library (2018/19:134) 

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND  
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Significant accessions for the 

period March 2019 – September 

2019, selected by Kenneth Dunn, 

Head of Archives & Manuscripts 

Collections.  

Letter, 1797, of James Watt to John 

Rennie. (NLS Acc.14074) 

Letter, 1865, of David Livingstone 

to Sir Thomas Maclear. (NLS 

Acc.14079) 

Letter, 1894, of Robert Louis 

Stevenson. (NLS Acc.14073) 

Papers, ca. 1966-2011, of Professor 

Gavin McCrone. (Acc.14067) 

Literary manuscripts, 

correspondence and personal 

papers, ca. 1983-2018, of Ian 

Rankin. (NLS Acc.14000 & 

Acc.14064) 

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Significant accessions submitted by 

Michael St. John McAlister, Western 

Manuscripts Cataloguing Manager 

Granville archive: private 

correspondence of the Leveson-

Gower family, 1767-1941 (Add MS 

89382) 

Linda Grant Archive, 20th cent. 

(Add MS 89384) 

People Show Archive, 1936-2017 

(Add MS 89387) 

Letters from Evelyn Waugh to 

Margaret Waugh, 1953-1966 (Add 

MS 89397) 

Three manuscript estate maps of 

land in Overton parish, Hampshire, 

Thomas Langdon and Henry 

Wilcocke, 1615 (Add MS 89406) 

DUBLIN, TRINITY COLLEGE  

Submitted by Dr Jane Maxwell, 

Assistant Librarian, Manuscripts & 

Archives Research Library  

A.J. ‘Con’ Leventhal and Ethna 

MacCarthy archives. Leventhal was 

a lecturer in TCD and a good friend 

of Samuel Beckett.  Ethna 

MacCarthy was a paediatrician and 

a poet. Her poetry is to be published 

as a collection for the first time on 

October this year.  

Manuscript draft of a section of 

Bram Stoker’s Famous 

Imposters (1910) - the chapter on 

‘The Wandering Jew’. This had 

become separated many years ago 

from the remainder of the 

manuscript which has been in 

Trinity since the 1970s. 

Records of The Mary Robinson 

Foundation – Climate Justice.   

READING, UNIVERSITY OF 

READING SPECIAL 

COLLECTION 

Submitted by Fiona Melhuish, 

UMASCS Librarian 

European Manuscripts Collection: 

143 items (c.1100-c.1600) 

including some printed items, a 

seventeenth century Italian 

manuscript prayer book, and a late 

fifteenth century French Book of 

Hours. Most of the items are 

illuminated manuscript leaves and 

come from a range of different 

types of manuscript, including 

Books of Hours, missals, breviaries, 

graduals, psalters and a papal bull 

from Perugia, dated 1265. The 

items are predominantly of French 

origin (about half of the collection), 

with about a quarter originating 

from Italy and others from England, 

Spain, Germany, Belgium and the 

Netherlands. The collection has 

been generously presented to the 

University of Reading by a private 
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collector with the support of the Art 

Fund. University of Reading MS 

5650. 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

The Ormesby Psalter: Patrons and 

Artists in Medieval East Anglia. 

Frederica C.E. Law-Turner 

(Oxford: The Bodleian Library, 

2017) ISBN: 9781851243105 

164pp. 

Reviewed by Laura Cleaver, Trinity 

College Dublin. 

This beautifully illustrated volume 

provides an accessible introduction 

to one of the famous treasures of 

the Bodleian Library and provides 

new insights into the circumstances 

of its production. The nature of the 

Ormesby Psalter, which Frederica 

Law-Turner argues was begun in 

the late thirteenth century and 

worked on in four separate 

campaigns, allows for a multi-

faceted exploration of the making 

of the manuscript, the people for 

whom it was made, and the events 

that prompted its initial creation and 

subsequent development. In 

investigating these themes, the 

author combines analysis of 

documentary sources for the 

families of medieval East Anglia 

with consideration of the 

iconography chosen for the Psalter 

and the style in which the 

decoration was executed.  The book 

ends with “descriptive 

commentary” of the illumination of 

the major divisions of the Psalter, 

providing a clear account of the 

well-known but enigmatic marginal 

imagery as well as the historiated 

initials.  

The 1926 Roxburghe Club 

publication of the Ormesby Psalter 

by Sydney Cockerell helped to 

bring this exceptional illuminated 

Psalter to prominence. Yet despite 

its use as a major reference point in 

scholarship on fourteenth-century 

English manuscripts, particularly in 

comparisons based on style, much 

about it remains the subject of 

heated debate. This book aims to 

move beyond stylistic analysis to 

explore the history of the 

manuscript and the individuals 

involved in its creation. Law-Turner 

begins with the people behind the 

production of the Psalter. The 

original patron remains elusive, but 

Law-Turner suggests they may 

have been a senior member of a 

religious house. For reasons that 

must remain speculation, the 

decoration of the manuscript ceased 

before any of the large initials had 

begun. Incomplete manuscripts are 

not particularly uncommon 

survivals from the Middle Ages, but 

the Ormesby Psalter found a new 

patron who employed artists to 

adapt it for a new purpose. The next 

owners are identified by heraldry as 

members of the Foliot and Bardolf 

families. Law-Turner argues that 

the heraldry is not only evidence for 

new patrons, but also that the 

combination of coats of arms points 

to the repurposing of the manuscript 

in the context of a planned marriage 

arranged by the earl of Surrey and 

Sussex, John de Warenne. If so, this 

phase of decoration can be dated to 

between 1314 and 1319. The 

illumination of this period is 

attributed to two masters, dubbed 

the “Jesse Master” and the 

“Ormesby Master”. Yet the 
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marriage did not take place and 

work on the manuscript paused 

once again. 

The Psalter later came into the 

hands of a monk, Robert of 

Ormesby (from whom the Psalter 

derives its modern name), who had 

it adapted for use at Norwich 

Cathedral. The manuscript seems 

thus to have moved from religious 

to lay ownership and back again, a 

reminder that wealth, social class 

and family networks were 

important factors in both spheres. 

Finally, after the manuscript had 

been bound, and at some point after 

January 1340, the decoration was 

completed at Norwich Cathedral, 

where the book probably remained 

until the Reformation.  

By seeking to place the creation of 

the Ormesby Psalter firmly in 

historical contexts this study moves 

beyond questions of style that have 

played a major part in constructing 

our understanding of the 

illumination of manuscripts in East 

Anglia and further afield. The 

argument seeks to balance an 

assessment of the contributions of 

the anonymous artists, whose 

careers are largely reconstructed 

from assessments of their work on 

multiple manuscripts, with the 

evidence for the identities and lives 

of the patrons. It serves to draw 

attention to the complexities of 

book production, which also 

involved scribes and binders, and 

the rich meanings that such a 

volume might have for its owners, 

as a sign of social status as well as a 

tool for devotion. The arguments 

put forward are supported by superb 

colour illustrations, as befits such a 

spectacular manuscript. The text is 

also beautifully written, and will 

appeal to researchers, 

undergraduates, and the wider 

public. The book thus follows in the 

tradition of medieval illuminated 

manuscripts by making a complex 

subject engaging and thought-

provoking through its own 

combination of text and imagery. 

  

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Bibliographical details are as given 

by contributors, press releases or 

websites and the amount of 

information is variable.  

 

The Missing Pages: The Modern 

Life of a Medieval Manuscript from 

Genocide to Justice. H. Zeitlian 

Watenpaugh (2019). 436pp. ISBN: 

978-1-503-60764-4 

Making Archives in Early Modern 

Europe: Proof, Information and 

Political Record-Keeping 1400-

1700. R. C. Head (2019) 364pp. 

ISBN: 9781108473781.  

The Eusebian Canon Tables: 

Ordering Textual Knowledge in 

Late Antiquity. M. R. Crowford 

(2019) 400pp. ISBN: 

9780198802600 

Moving Words in the Nordic Middle 

Ages: Tracing Literacies, Texts and 

Verbal Communities. A. Mulligan 

and E. Mundal (2019) 330pp. 

ISBN: 978-2-503-57810-1 

Imagining the Miraculous: 

Miraculous Images of the Virgin 

Mary in Manuscripts, ca. 1250-ca. 

1450. A. Russakoff (2019) 194pp. 

ISBN: 978-0-88844-215-4 



AMARC Newsletter no. 73 September 2019 

 

34 

 

Early English Drama in 

Manuscript. T. Atkins (2019) 

376pp. ISBN: 978-2-503-57546-9 

Change in Medieval and 

Renaissance Scripts and 

Manuscripts. Proceedings of the 

19th Colloquium of the Comité 

international de paléographie latine 

(Berlin, 16-18 September, 2015). 

Eds. E. Overgaauw and M. 

Schubert (2019). 340pp. ISBN: 

978-2-503-57875-0 

Gender, Piety and Production in 

Fourteenth-Century English 

Apocalypse Manuscripts. R. Bartal 

(2019) 182pp. ISBN: 978-1-138-

35269-8 

A Descriptive Catalogue of the 

Naval Manuscripts in the Pepysian 

Library, Vol. 1. J.R. Tanner (2019) 

468pp. ISBN: 978-1-911-24841-5 

Digitizing Medieval Manuscripts: 

The St Chad Gospels, Materiality, 

Recoveries, and Representation in 

2D & 3D. Bill Endres (2019). 

128pp. ISBN: 978-1-942-40179-7. 

Books before Print. Erik Kwakkel 

(2018). 304pp. ISBN: 978-1-942-

40161-2 

The Oxford Handbook of Public 

Heritage Theory and Practice. Eds. 

Angela M. Labrador and Neil Asher 

Silberman (2019). 472pp. ISBN: 

978-0-190-67631-5. 

Libraries before Alexandria. 

Ancient Near Eastern Traditions. 

Eds. Kim Ryholt and Gojko 

Barjamovic (2019). 496pp. ISBN: 

978-0-199-65535-9. 

Leonardo da Vinci's Codex 

Leicester: A New Edition. Volume 

I: The Codex. Eds. Domenico 

Laurenza and Martin Kemp (2019). 

88pp. ISBN: 978-0-198-83287-4. 

Image, Knife, and Gluepot: Early 

Assemblage in Manuscript and 

Print. K. M. Rudy (2019). 374pp. 

ISBN Paperback: 9781783745166 

ISBN Hardback: 9781783745173 

ISBN Digital (PDF): 

9781783745180 

ISBN Digital ebook (epub): 

9781783745197 

ISBN Digital ebook (mobi): 

9781783745203 

ISBN Digital XML: 

9781783747252 

DOI: 10.11647/OBP.0145 
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THE J. PAUL GETTY MUSEUM PRESENTS 

BLURRING THE LINE: MANUSCRIPTS IN THE AGE OF PRINT 

 

 
 
The Sudarium, Displayed by Two Angels, 1513, Albrecht Dürer (German, 1471 - 1528). L.2018.147. Los 

Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles County Fund.  
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Oxford Conservation Consortium and the Bodleian 

Libraries Conservation & Collection Care department 

host tool sharpening workshop with support from 

AMARC 

 

 

 

 


