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The skeleton of a medieval woman ‘went viral’ in January 2019 due to the 

discovery of lapis lazuli in her teeth. 
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AMARC MEMBERSHIP 

Membership can be personal or in-
stitutional. Institutional members 

receive two copies of mailings, 

have triple voting rights, and may 

send staff to meetings at the 

members’ rate. Details and 
application forms are available 

from: www.amarc.org.uk. 

Enquiries about membership should 

be addressed to the Membership 

Secretary: Dr Richard Wragg, 
AMARC Membership Secretary, 

Collections Manager, The Library,  

University of Sussex, Brighton, 
BN1 9QL; email: 

r.d.wragg@sussex.ac.uk.  

Please do remember to inform the 
Membership Secretary of any 

change in your email or postal 

address. 

Annual subscription rates (April 

2019 –March 2020) are:  

Personal Membership: £10 

Institutional Membership: £30 

(For non-sterling cheques, please 

add £7 extra to cover bank charges). 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/
mailto:Richsrd.Wragg@ng-london.org.uk
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Please send your payment to: Dr 

Michael Stansfield, AMARC 
Treasurer, c/o Durham University 

Library, Palace Green, Durham 

DH1 3RN. Payment by standing 

order is welcomed. Forms can be 

obtained from the Membership 

Secretary or Treasurer. If more 

members with UK bank accounts 

could pay by standing order it 

would considerably decrease the 

amount of time spent on 

administration. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

Many thanks to all contributors to 

this issue, particularly: 

Victoria Stevens, Nell Hoare, Aditi 

Nafde, Julian Harrison, Calum 

Cockburn, Tuija Ainonen, Claire 

Breay, Bernard Meehan, James 
Freeman, Michael Stansfield, 

Maredudd ap Huw, Kenneth Dunn, 

Orietta da Rold, Hélène Tétrel, Brian 

Farrimond, Jan Vandeburie, Jane 

Maxwell. 

Thanks are also due to Utrecht 

University Library and the British 

Library Board for the use of 

images.  

The views expressed herein are 
those of the Editor and other named 

contributors. In addition to     

contributions from individuals, 

information has been taken from a 

variety of websites, press releases 
etc., the accuracy of which cannot 

be guaranteed. You are advised to 

confirm details, especially if 

travelling to events or exhibitions. 

DEADLINE for publication in  

Issue no. 73 is 1 September 2019. 

Please send your articles or any 

news of interest to the editors: 

Becky Lawton 

(beckyjlawton@gmail.com) and 

Rachael Merrison 

(r.merrison@cheltenhamcollege.org

). Images submitted should be 

delivered via e-mail or file-share.  

AMARC GRANTS 

AMARC members are reminded 

that applications may be made for 

projects that bring AMARC and its 

activities to a wider audience and 
support the stated aim of AMARC: 

to promote the accessibility, 

preservation and archives of all 

periods in libraries and other 

research collections in Great Britain 
and Ireland. Typical examples are: 

contributing to the costs of holding 

conferences and workshops; 

support for small projects such as 
the web-publication of unpublished 

catalogues of manuscripts; 

assistance to scholars in obtaining 

reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of projects 
whose aims are in line with those of 

AMARC; the provision of 

equipment to facilitate access to 

manuscripts; assistance with the 

necessary purchase of manuscripts 
and archives to benefit the AMARC 

community; carrying out 

conservation work on manuscripts 

and archives.  

Applicants must be fully paid-up 
individual or institutional members, 

of at least one year’s standing, and 

should read carefully the detailed 

information about applying found at 

www.amarc.org.uk/grants.htm. 

Funding levels may vary from year 

to year, but it is anticipated that the 

Committee will make awards of not 

more than £500 each. Applications 

will particularly be encouraged 

mailto:r.merrison@cheltenhamcollege.org
mailto:r.merrison@cheltenhamcollege.org
http://www.amarc.org.uk/grants.htm
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from postgraduate, postdoctoral and 

early-career researchers.  

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, 

conference or work; its overall cost; 

the grant being sought; the names 

and addresses of two referees; 
details of the addressee for the 

cheque. Applications should be 

submitted to Dr Michael 

Stansfield, AMARC Treasurer, c/o 

Durham University Library, Palace 
Green, Durham DH1 3RN or 

m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk, at 

any time. They will usually be 

considered at the next Committee 

meeting (held in May and 
November) and successful 

applicants will be informed soon 

thereafter. 

Grant recipients will be required to 
submit for publication in this 

Newsletter a brief report (300-500 

words) of the use to which the grant 

was put.  

Grant towards Paper-Stuff: 

Materiality, Technology and 

Invention conference.  

Report submitted by Orietta da 

Rold 

On 10 September 2018, around 65 

scholars from around the world 

converged to Cambridge and 

gathered in the foyer of the Faculty 
of English for the Paper-Stuff: 

Materiality, Technology and 

Invention conference. The 

programme of the conference was 

packed: with over thirty speaks and 
eight sessions, some of which run in 

parallel over the two days to 

accommodate the great interest that 

the Call for Papers had attracted. 

The papers were wide ranging 

across time, space and topic, but 

united in thinking carefully about 
this crucial medium. The 

conference brought together 

researchers at all stages of their 

career and research interests, from 

theorists of material culture to paper 
historians, bibliographers, 

manuscript studies experts and 

cultural historians. The two key 

plenary lectures by Professor 

Pádraig Ó Macháin (University 
College Cork) and paper artist 

Linda Toigo were illuminating. 

Professor Ó Macháin offered a 

wonderful talk on Gaelic paper 

manuscripts in Ireland and Toigo 
enabled delegates to think carefully 

about artistic installations through 

paper. As well as providing a rich 

array of comparative perspectives, 
Paper-stuff offered a truly holistic 

approach to paper studies. We are 

very grateful to AMARC, as well as 

the British Academy for enabling 

these rich and inspiring 

conversations.  

A fuller report is available online 

on the Centre for Material Text 

website 

https://www.english.cam.ac.uk/cmt/  

Grant towards a workshop on 

insular palaeography and 

manuscript studies at the 

Centre de Recherche Bretonne et 

Celtique, Université de Bretagne 

Occidentale.  

Report submitted by Hélène Tétrel 

The workshop was aimed at 
students studying for a new two-

year Masters degree programmed in 

medieval studies and Celtic studies 

at the CRBC (Centre for Breton and 

Celtic Studies) at the UBO 
(University of Western Brittany) 

mailto:m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk
https://www.english.cam.ac.uk/cmt/
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in Brest, France. This workshop 

was designed to supplement 
existing tuition on French 

palaeography and respond to the 

interests of the current intake of 

highly-motivated students.   

The workshop was delivered by Dr 
Ceridwen Lloyd-Morgan, formerly 

Head of Manuscripts at the National 

Library of Wales, Aberystwyth, and 

an experienced teacher of Welsh 

palaeography and manuscript 
studies. Over 10 contact hours, the 

course intended to provide students 

with a firm grounding in the 

manuscript culture of Wales and 

enable them to read a wide range of 
manuscripts (including multilingual 

codices), from the earliest survivors 

to the late medieval / early modern 

period. 

Dr Ceridwen Lloyd-Morgan’s 

workshop met with considerable 

success among our students. Both 

first year and second year students 

attended the workshop and their 
interest in, indeed, their enthusiasm, 

for Middle Welsh manuscripts has 

noticeably increased. The feedback 

in our regular palaeography class is 

excellent, and their skills have 
already improved after only a few 

weeks. In December the students 

sat a short transcription test, set by 

Dr Lloyd-Morgan, which provided 

a more formal indication of their 

progress. 

We are very grateful to AMARC 

for giving us the opportunity to 

finance this workshop and hope to 

pay back this generosity by 
bringing a few new recruits to the 

discipline, as some of our students 

are considering developing this 

aspect of their studies. 

Grant towards the Manuscripts 

in Anglo-Saxon England 

conference, British Library, 13-15 

December 2018.  

On 13 and 14 December, the British 

Library hosted a major academic 

conference, Manuscripts in the 
Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms, in 

connection to their recent 

exhibition, Anglo-Saxon 

Kingdoms: Art, Word, War. 

Twenty-two speakers presented 
their research to an international 

audience of over 250 attendees over 

the two days. On the evening of 

Thursday 13, attendees were treated 

to an evening reception and a 
private view of the Anglo-Saxon 

Kingdoms exhibition. On Saturday 

15 December, over 100 speakers 

and attendees stayed for an Early 
Career Researchers’ Symposium, in 

which 12 early career researchers 

presented their own research. 

Papers given over the course of 

these three days explored aspects of 

illuminated, historical, literary or 

scientific manuscripts, inscribed 

objects, and aspects of scribal 

culture.   

This grant from AMARC enabled a 
significantly reduced registration 

fee for students attending the 

conference. A significant portion of 

attendees were postgraduate 

students. The conference provided 
these students with a valuable 

opportunity to meet world-leading 

academics in their field, and meet 

other postgraduate students working 

on similar topics.   

Students who attended were able to 

hear academics and other early 

career researchers present new, 

original research. Many speakers 
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used images of manuscripts made 

available through recent digitation 
projects and highlighted how 

interdisciplinary research and the 

application of new scientific 

technologies will aid future study of 

Anglo-Saxon manuscripts. Students 
who attended the conference will 

hopefully be able to draw on new-

found connections in the future and 

incorporate all they learned into 

their own research. 

Grant to allow Victoria Stevens to 

attend Tactile Access to 

Collections workshop. 

Report submitted by Victoria 

Stevens 

Over the past year, I developed an 

interest in improving access for 
wider and more diverse audiences 

to interact, understand and enjoy 

archive and library materials 

through their material composition 

and structure. I spent time 
researching possible ways that 

conservation practice and materials 

could be used to increase access to 

and interpretation of archive and 

manuscript objects via means other 
than just visual interaction. I was 

very fortunate, therefore, to attend 

the Touring Exhibitions Group’s 

Tactile Access to Collections: 

Maximising and Managing Public 
Object Handling Opportunities 

workshop with the generous help of 

AMARC.  

This day workshop combined 

practical and theoretical activities to 
encourage a very diverse selection 

of participants to develop effective 

opportunities for tactile access to all 

collection types, specifically 

archive and library collections. The 
morning session developed the 

frameworks surrounding tactile 

access, including the importance of 
a robust handling policy for staff, 

volunteers and members of the 

public. The workshop forced 

participants to ensure that tactile 

access was focused and provided in 
the context of a theme or a 

collection with a clear message, 

rather than presenting a random 

selection of handling objects 

without interpretation. The session 
also focused on handling 

behaviours and how these can be 

used to control the direction and 

ultimately the benefit of sessions. 

The afternoon exercises allowed 
participants to practice some of the 

theoretical approaches highlighted 

in the morning. Each group was 

given a small collection of objects 
and had to devise a handling 

scenario around a target audience 

and a theme.  

The workshop was informative and 

well-structured, and allowed me to 

make links with other 

professionals’ extensive knowledge 

and experience in providing tactile 

access. I will now focus on making 

links with individuals and 
organisations who provide tactile 

access opportunities and offer my 

own contribution to their 

programmes for the benefit of their 

audiences. In December, I was 
invited to participate in The 

Wordsworth Trust’s Skills Sharing 

weekend, where delegates 

discussed their approaches to access 

and interpretation of written 
heritage, with an emphasis on its 

ability to inspire and promote well-

being. I spoke on the potential of 

tactile opportunities to interact with 

the Trust’s incredible collections 
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and the way that the material 

composition of the objects can add 
so much to their interpretation. This 

is something that I hope to develop 

in the future using the skills learned 

in the course. 

AMARC MEETINGS 

Visit to the Getty Library 

at Wormsley 

2.00pm, Thursday 25th April 

2019 

This meeting will provide AMARC 

members with an exclusive 

opportunity to visit the library at 

Wormsley, the private estate of the 

Getty family. Housed in a 
castellated extension to the Getty 

family home, the library houses the 

private collection of medieval and 

modern manuscripts, incunabula 
and rare printed books, and fine 

bindings assembled by Sit Paul 

Getty (1932-2003).  

Opportunities to see the library are 

rare: it is not open to the public and 
only a few group visits each year 

are accommodated. Numbers for 

this meeting were limited, and all 

spaces have now been filled. Look 

out for a full report of the meeting 

in the October newsletter.  

 

MANUSCRIPT AND 

ARCHIVE RELATED NEWS  

National Library of Wales 

appoints new Chief Executive and 

Librarian 

In December, the Board of Trustees 

at the National Library of Wales 

announced the appointment of Pedr 

ap Llwyd as the Library’s next 

Chief Executive and Librarian. He 
succeeded Linda Tomos on her 

retirement in March 2019. Mr ap 

Llwyd was formerly Director of 
Collections and Public Services at 

the Library, and originally trained 

as an archivist before serving in 

administrative roles, including that 

of Secretary and Head of 

Governance at the Library.  

The National Library of Wales at 

the Riverside Library, 

Haverfordwest 

Since December 2018, exhibitions 
of National Library collections have 

been on display in a new gallery in 

Haverfordwest as part of a new 

partnership with Pembrokeshire 

County Council. The Library is 
delivering a programme of thematic 

six-month exhibitions at 

Haverfordwest, and a permanent 

exhibition on the history, culture 
and legends of Pembrokeshire. The 

first thematic exhibition is Kyffin: 

Land and Sea which will run until 

May 2019, followed by a summer 

blockbuster of Library treasures. 
The Library is also delivering a 

programme of events, a digital 

exhibition of Pembrokeshire related 

items, and a series of education 

workshops at the Riverside Library. 
This new development plays an 

important function in demonstrating 

the Library’s role as a vital national 

institution that is relevant to people 

in all parts of Wales, beyond 

Aberystwyth. 

The Medieval Woman with Lapis 

Lazuli in her teeth 

Researchers made a surprising 

discovery when running tests on the 
skeleton of a medieval woman, as 

her teeth were found to contain 

remains of the blue pigment, lapis 

lazuli. This pigment was often used 
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in the production of luxury 

manuscripts, and so it has been 
suggested that the woman held a 

highly skilled role in manuscript 

production in her community.  

The skeleton was discovered in a 

cemetery associated with a nunnery 
at the site of Dalheim, Germany. 

Although scholars are unsure of the 

founding date of the community, it 

is thought that the community 

housed groups of women for 
several hundred years before it was 

destroyed by a fire in the 14th 

century. The woman in question 

was between 45 and 60 years old 

when she died, and her cause of 

death is not known. 

The lapis lazuli pigment was 

identified via techniques such as 

energy dispersive X-ray 
spectroscopy and micro-Raman 

spectroscopy, which are mostly 

used to determine aspects of a 

person’s diet or lifestyle.  

Certain scholars have suggested the 
pigment may have found its way 

into her teeth due to repeated 

licking of brushes used for painting 

with lapis lazuli, most likely in 

manuscript production. The high 
value of lapis lazuli in this period 

also suggests that the woman was a 

skilled painter, involved in the 

production of valuable, luxury 

manuscripts.  

Another possible reason is that the 

woman was involved in the 

production of the pigment, which 

would have involved grinding the 

lapis lazuli and likely created 
clouds of blue dust in the process. 

Although there is evidence that 

lapis lazuli was consumed as a 

medical treatment in Mediterranean 

and Islamic cultures, there is no 

evidence for this practice in 

medieval Germany. 

This discovery provides an 

important insight into the role of 

women in manuscript production 

throughout the medieval period and 
demonstrates the potential of 

advancing scientific technologies 

for future study of manuscripts. 

Upon general release, this discovery 

quickly went ‘viral’ and generated 
an extraordinary amount of news 

coverage for a story of its kind. 

Articles on the discovery ran in 

major publications such as The 

Atlantic, New Scientist magazine, 
the Smithsonian Magazine, 

National Geographic and the BBC 

News website. 

Archive of TV show Taggart 

donated to Glasgow Caledonian 

University 

It is hoped that the next generation 

of script writers will benefit from 

original scripts from TV drama 
Taggart that have been donated to 

Glasgow Caledonian University 

(GCU). Blythe Duff, who played 

Jackie Raid in the police drama, has 

donated her archive to the 
university, including scripts from 

95 episodes, along with 

memorabilia including books, press 

cuttings, photographs and awards. 

As well as being made accessible 

for students, the archive will also be 

open to the public. There is a 

special warmth towards Taggart 

among the public in Glasgow, with 

many locals able to name their own 
Taggart connection, particularly 

through the many filming locations 

used in locally and across Scotland.  
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The donation of the archive comes 

as the university marks the tenth 
anniversary of it’s MA TV Fiction 

Writing course. 

Unrecorded John Donne 

manuscript discovered in Suffolk 

A previously unrecorded 
manuscript of John Donne’s poetry 

has been found in an English 

country house in Suffolk. Dr 

Gabriel Heaton, Sotheby’s, was on 

a “standard checking visit” to the 
property when he found the 

manuscript in a box with other 

papers. It is thought to have been at 

Melford Hall in Suffolk for at least 

the last two centuries.  

The Melford manuscript constitutes 

one of the largest contemporary 

collections of Donne’s poetry to 

survive, containing 139 poems by 
Donne overall. Around 30 other 

scribal manuscripts contain 

Donne’s poetry, but only a small 

number feature as much poetry as 

this newly discovered manuscript. 
Initial impressions suggest that the 

manuscript was mostly copies by 

one scribe, through a second hand 

as corrected the text throughout and 

other scribes have added extra 

poems over time.  

National Library Board (NLB) to 

archive Singapore 180,000 

websites 

The NLB has taken on the 
ambitious task to archive 180,000 

Singapore websites ending with the 

.sg domain, as well as digital 

materials published in Singapore. 

Among the websites archives so far 

are the annually updated National 

Day Parade website and the 

Fighting SARS Together! Website 

launched during the Severe Acute 

Respiratory Syndrome outbreak in 

2003. 

This project is part of NLB’s effort 

to expand its legal deposit 

collection of materials published in 

Singapore, which, up until recently, 
only covered physical publications 

such as books and magazines. Since 

1958, the NLB legal deposit office 

has been collecting and preserving 

published works in Singapore, with 
more than 1.3 million items 

collected so far.  

Aerial photography archive put 

online by Cambridge University 

Library 

A vast archive of aerial photographs 

of Britain going back to 1945 has 

been made freely available by 

Cambridge University. Photographs 
in the archives capture 70 years of 

change across urban and rural 

landscapes, including bomb damage 

from the post war period to the 

emergence of motorways and 
skyscrapers. These aerial 

photographs were taken by former 

wartime RAF pilots at the 

instruction of the Cambridge 

archaeologist Kenneth St Joseph. 
The University asked RAF pilots to 

take photographs until 1965, when 

it bought its own plane, which 

travelled across Britain taking high-

resolution photos. The first batch of 
images (1,500 from an archive of 

almost 500,000) went online in 

February 2019 and can be found 

here, http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/  

 

PROJECTS 

Manuscripts after Print c.1450-

1550: Producing and Reading 

http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/
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Books during Technological 

Change 

AHRC Early Career Leadership 

Fellow project 

Report submitted by Dr Aditi Nafde 

This project asks a simple yet 

crucial question: what happens to 

the production and readership of old 

book forms when new book 

technology is invented? It examines 

what happens to manuscripts after 

the invention of the printing press, 

specifically how scribes were 
responding to print. One response 

can be seen in London, British 

Library C.123.d32 (image on rear 

cover). This copy was printed with 
missing sheets which have then 

been filled in by a scribe (the 

printed text is on the left; the 

manuscript on the right). The way 

in which the scribe has substituted 
the missing text imitates the print 

almost perfectly. In doing this, 

the scribe seeks both to conceal his 

contribution, blending 

his production with the print, but at 
the same time to boast the high 

level of his skill in producing a 

print-like manuscript. This book 

suggests a simultaneously 

symbiotic yet rivalrous relationship 
between manuscript and print. 

Alongside the archival research, 

the project asks two broader 

questions: what is the relevance of 

handwriting in a digital age? how 

might the book look in the 

future? These questions will be 

explored in collaboration with rare 

book librarians, calligraphers, 

printers, booksellers, and digital 

specialists. 

For more information, 

see: https://research.ncl.ac.uk/mssaf

terprint/ or contact Aditi 

Nafde: mss.afterprint@newcastle.ac

.uk 

The British Library’s Harley 

Manuscripts  

Report submitted by Julian 

Harrison 

The British Library has started to 

update the catalogue records for the 

Harley manuscripts, in order to 
make these items more accessible. 

The Harley collection is one of the 

Library’s foundation collections. It 

was formed by Robert Harley, 1st 

earl of Oxford and Mortimer (d. 
1724), and his son, Edward Harley 

(d. 1741), before being sold to the 

nation in 1753 for £10,000 under 

the Act of Parliament that also 

established the British Museum. 

Many of the Harley manuscripts 

(such as the Harley Golden Gospels 

and the volume containing Sumer is 

icumen in) are well known. The 
printed catalogue, published 

between 1808 and 1812, has many 

limitations, and until now the 

catalogue records have not been 

searchable via the Library’s online 
catalogue. More than 400 enhanced 

records have been created in the last 

six months and these are being 

added to Explore Archives and 

Manuscripts (searcharchives.bl.uk). 
In the process, we have discovered 

Carolingian and other medieval 

manuscripts that have previously 

received little attention. We hope 

that the new catalogue records 
stimulate new research into this 

important collection. 

Bodleian Libraries collaborate 

with Herzog August Library  

https://research.ncl.ac.uk/mssafterprint/
https://research.ncl.ac.uk/mssafterprint/
mailto:mss.afterprint@newcastle.ac.uk
mailto:mss.afterprint@newcastle.ac.uk
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The University of Oxford’s 

Bodleian Libraries and the German 
library, Herzog August Bibliothek 

in Wolftenbüttel, have announced a 

new collaborative digitization 

project that will open up 

repositories of medieval 
manuscripts from German-speaking 

lands.  

This three-year project is funded by 

The Polonsky Foundation and will 

ensure that 600 western medieval 
manuscripts from both libraries’ 

collections are made freely 

available online to researchers and 

the public worldwide. This new 

digital resource will make an 
important contribution to future 

studies of the European Middle 

Ages and the history of German 

monastic traditions. Through 
coordinated digitization and shared 

software and cataloguing standards, 

the project will open up new 

opportunities for research across the 

two libraries’ collections.    

The project is led by an advisory 

board of academics based in 

Germany and the UK and student 

research projects are being 

developed around the manuscripts 
featured in the project. Staff from 

both sites will be able to share 

knowledge on digitization and 

conservation work on their 

collections.  

For more information, visit 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/new

s/2019/mar-19  

Breathing new life into forgotten 

medieval chants and prayers 

associated with Irish saints 

Trinity College Dublin is involved 

in an ambitious international 

cultural heritage project which is 

breathing new life into forgotten 
medieval chants and prayers 

associated with Irish saints such as 

St Patrick, St Brigit and St 

Colmcillee. 

The Amra project, led by music 
historian Dr Ann Buckley at 

Trinity’s Medieval History 

Research Centre, is aiming to 

digitise and make freely available 

online over 300 manuscripts 
containing liturgical material 

associated with approximately 40 

Irish saints which are in research 

libraries across Europe. 

When complete, the digital archive 
will also feature recordings and 

performances of all the chants and 

prayers from the original 

manuscripts, in addition to 
translations of Latin texts into 

several European languages. The 

archive will feature a fully 

searchable database of the chants, 

interactive maps showing the 
geographical distribution of Irish 

saints across Europe and the 

libraries where the manuscripts are 

now housed. These resources will 

make this liturgical material 

available for new audiences. 

For more information, visit 

https://www.tcd.ie/news_events/arti

cles/breathing-new-life-into-

forgotten-medieval-c hants-for-st-

patrick-and-other-irish-saints/  

Cambridge and Heidelberg 

announce major project to 

digitise medieval and early 

modern Greek manuscripts  

This major collaboration between 

Cambridge, University Library, 12 

Cambridge Colleges, the 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/news/2019/mar-19
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/news/2019/mar-19
https://www.tcd.ie/news_events/articles/breathing-new-life-into-forgotten-medieval-c%20hants-for-st-patrick-and-other-irish-saints/
https://www.tcd.ie/news_events/articles/breathing-new-life-into-forgotten-medieval-c%20hants-for-st-patrick-and-other-irish-saints/
https://www.tcd.ie/news_events/articles/breathing-new-life-into-forgotten-medieval-c%20hants-for-st-patrick-and-other-irish-saints/
https://www.tcd.ie/news_events/articles/breathing-new-life-into-forgotten-medieval-c%20hants-for-st-patrick-and-other-irish-saints/
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Fitzwilliam Museum, Heidelberg 

University Library and the Vatican 
Library is part of a two-year £1.6m 

project, funded by the Polonsky 

Foundation, to digitise more than 

800 medieval manuscripts.  

This collaboration, between two of 
Europe’s oldest universities, both 

renowned for their medieval 

collections, will see the digitisation 

of every medieval Greek 

manuscript in Cambridge and all 
those belonging to the Bibliotheca 

Palatina collection, split between 

Heidelberg and the Vatican. The 

project will provide a unique insight 

into the chronological range of 
Greek manuscript culture, from the 

early Christian period to the early 

modern. The digitised manuscripts 

will feature on the Cambridge 
Digital Library, which has been 

accessed more than 17 million 

times since its launch in 2010. This 

project will increase the 

accessibility of these collections 

and help overcome significant 

challenges to scholars considering 

the fragile state of the medieval 

binding of many of these 

manuscripts.  

For more information, visit 
https://www.cam.ac.uk/GreekManuscri

pts  

Bringing medieval manuscripts to 

the public: an alternative 

approach 

Report submitted by Brian 

Farrimond 

One of the major issues facing 

guardians of manuscripts is how to 

bring them to the attention of the 

public. The solution normally 
consists of static displays of books 

in glass cases opened at particularly 

significant pages. The most recent 

outstanding example of this 
approach is the recent ‘Anglo-

Saxon Kingdoms: Art, Word, War’ 

at the British Library. The 

manuscripts are precious and 

fragile, and it may seem that this is 
all we can do if we are to keep them 

safe.  

This article describes my modest 

contribution to trying an alternative 

approach. Inspired by Christopher 
de Hamel’s book, Meetings with 

Remarkable Manuscripts, I started 

to collect medieval manuscript 

leaves, entirely sourced from eBay 

and inexpensive to purchase. I was 
aware of the negative issues that 

this kind of collecting raises, and I 

have no insight into the validity of 

descriptions given by the vendors, 
but the collection was selected to 

enable me to tell a story of the 

nature and use of manuscripts in 

pre-Reformation England. After 

showing the collection to friends, I 

realised that it provided an 

opportunity to bring my enthusiasm 

for manuscripts to people who 

would normally never meet them so 

closely.  

The collection consists of leaves 

from Bibles, Psalter, Missal, 

Breviary, Antiphonals and leaves 

from Books of Hours. Most of the 

leaves are not English but I have 
been encouraged in my belief by 

members of the North West 

Catholic History Society that these 

Latin texts would have been similar 

to those used in, for example, 
Lancashire. Several leaves have 

some decoration, but I am led to 

understand that they are nothing out 

of the ordinary. 

https://www.cam.ac.uk/GreekManuscripts
https://www.cam.ac.uk/GreekManuscripts
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Presentations have been made to 

local historical/heritage societies, 
U3A (University of the Third Age) 

groups, and the more robust 

Antiphonal leaves have been shown 

to Year 5 and 6 primary school 

groups. Following successful 
sessions, I received invitations to 

address Women’s Institute and 

Women’s Register groups. 

Presentations typically cover how 

and why the manuscripts were 
made, what they contain and who 

used them. Following a viewing of 

the ‘Making Manuscripts’ Getty 

Museum video 

(https://youtu.be/nuNfdHNTv9o), 
the audience has the opportunity to 

handle large antiphonal leaves on 

which they can see the rulings and 

get a feel for the parchment. The 
robustness of the parchment from 

which these leaves are made has so 

far enabled them to survive such 

direct handling with no noticeable 

ill effects. 

The rest of the presentation consists 

of examining leaves which are 

passed around, protected by 

polypockets. Leaves from books 

that the clergy would use are 
examined, including examples from 

a Missal, Psalter, Breviary, 

Antiphoners with music and 

thirteenth century portable Bibles; 

followed by leaves from Books of 
Hours. In each case extracts from 

the text are examined, transcribed 

and translated. Corrected errors on 

a couple of examples are a source 

of fascination for the audience.  

 

GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS 

Oxford Bibliographical Society 

Grants  

Application Deadline: 31st March 

(annually) 

The Oxford Bibliographical Society 

offers an annual series of grants to 

help in defraying the costs of 

holding conferences, exhibitions 

and workshops; to support small 
projects such as the web-

publication of unpublished 

catalogues of manuscripts and 

printed books; and to provide 

assistance to scholars in obtaining 
reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of projects 

whose aims are in line with those of 

the Oxford Bibliographical Society. 

Applications should comprise: a 
brief outline of the project, 

conference or work (no more than 

200 words); its overall cost with a 

break-down of how the grant would 
be used; the name, address and e-

mail address of one referee; and the 

applicant’s contact details 

(including a postal address). 

Applications should be submitted to 
the Secretary by 31 March in each 

year and will be evaluated by 

Council at its Spring Meeting. 

Applications received after 31 

March will be considered in the 
following year’s round of grants. 

Successful applicants will be 

informed as soon as possible after 

the spring meeting and the results 

announced at the Society’s AGM 

and on its website.  

The applicant need not be a 

member of the Society. 

Applications need not relate to 

Oxford, however Oxford-based or 
Oxford-related submissions may be 

prioritised. Funding levels may vary 

from year to year, but it is 

anticipated that Council will make 
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awards of not more than £1,500 in 

total in each year.  

Successful applicants will be 

required to mention the contribution 

of the Society in any written, 

printed, on-line or other visual 

material relating to the event, work 
or research, and to submit for 

publication via the website and 

other appropriate means a brief 

report (300–500 words) on the use 

to which the grant was put.  

Contact: The Honorary Secretary, 

Oxford Bibliographical Society, 

secretary@oxbibsoc.org.uk.  

The Friends of the National 

Libraries Grant 

Application Deadline: rolling 

The Friends of the National 
Libraries (FNL) helps university 

libraries, national libraries, 

museums, art galleries and record 

offices acquire books, manuscripts 

and archives that you would not 

otherwise have resources to 

purchase. We help the nation’s 

libraries, not just national libraries, 

and our two main criteria when 

awarding grants are the historical, 
literary and other qualities of the 

propose acquisition and its 

significance to your collection. We 

also take into account price, 

condition and provenance. 

We usually contribute part of the 

cost of an acquisition, with the 

remainder coming from your own 

or other sources. We can also 

respond to applications where no 
other money is available, so long as 

you have thoroughly explored all 

other possible sources of support. 

Our grants tend to be in the range of 

£1,000 to £20,000, with most grants 

being between £2k and 

£10k.  Receiving a grant from the 
FNL often helps unlock other 

sources of funding. 

To apply please write a letter of 

application and email it to Dr 

Frances Harris, Honorary Secretary 
(secretary@fnlmail.org.uk). There 

are no application deadlines and for 

further information, visit: 

http://www.friendsofnationallibrarie

s.org.uk/applying-grants/faq 

National Conservation Service: 

Conservation Grants Fund  

Application Deadline: rolling 

NCS is pleased to announce the 

launch of the Conservation Grants 

Fund, made possible by annual 

corporate donations of their 

Business Member Partners. 

The Fund is intended to offer small 

grants (typically £500-£1,000) for a 

range of purposes detailed on their 

website: 

http://ncs.org.uk/ncsgrantfund.php. 

Grants are available to public, 

charitable and private archives, 

libraries and museums, where the 

collection or parts of it are made 
available for public research in 

some form and through whatever 

means the collecting institution 

chooses. 

NCS has also teamed up with the 
charity fund-raising support 

organisation CharityCheckout to 

provide a means of donating to the 

Fund and they would be delighted if 

AMARC members were to consider 
doing so. In addition we have set up 

a mechanism by which private 

individuals or ‘friends’ 

organisations, local societies and 

others can seek to raise funds to 

mailto:secretary@fnlmail.org.uk)
http://www.friendsofnationallibraries.org.uk/applying-grants/faq
http://www.friendsofnationallibraries.org.uk/applying-grants/faq
http://ncs.org.uk/ncsgrantfund.php
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carry out a conservation project on 

items, held by an archive or similar 
institution, which are not currently 

in a fit state to be accessed and 

which the archivist or custodian has 

given approval for fund-raising to 

go ahead. 

If you have any questions about the 

elements of the Grant Fund, please 

write to Chris Woods (NCS 

Director) at 

accreditation@ncs.org.uk  

National Manuscripts 

Conservation Trust 

Application Deadline: 1 October 

and 1 April (annually) 

Grants of £1,000-£20,000 are 

available to non-national 

institutions such as county record 
offices, museums, university 

archives / special collections, 

cathedral archives and libraries and 

other specialist collection 

institutions. The NMCT is 
particularly interested in projects 

that have a training element (e.g. 

internships; enhancing skills of 

experience conservators; etc.). This 

is not mandatory but welcomed as 

part of the grant application. 

Application forms and FAQs can be 

found on our website: 

www.nmct.co.uk  

Cathedral Archives, Libraries & 

Collections Association (CALCA) 

Application deadline: 1 

November 2019  

CALCA offers modest funding to 

enterprises that support their stated 

aims:  

To provide for the development of 

best practice in and the exchange of 

information about all aspects of the 

care, development and promotion of 

archives, libraries and collections in 
the cathedrals of Great Britain and 

Ireland, to secure their continuing 

educational role within the wider 

mission of their governing bodies.  

CALCA invites applications from 
fully paid up members of two years 

or more standing for grants in areas 

such as the following:  

• Help in defraying the costs of 

holding conferences and 

workshops 

• Support for small projects such 

as the web-publication of 

unpublished catalogues 

• Assistance to members in 
undertaking essential travel as 

part of work in line with 

CALCA’s aims 

• The provision of equipment, 
such as perhaps book supports, 

to facilitate access to collections 

• Assistance with the necessary 

purchase of manuscripts and 

archives to benefit the CALCA 

community 

• Carrying out conservation work 

on manuscripts and archives or 

providing equipment such as 

data loggers to help in 

monitoring environments 

Funding levels may vary from year 

to year, but it is anticipated that the 

committee will make awards of not 

more than £250 each, and of not 

more than £500 in total each year.  

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, 

conference or work; its overall cost; 

the grant being sought; the names 
and addresses of two referees; 

mailto:accreditation@ncs.org.uk
http://www.nmct.co.uk/
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details of the addressee for the 

cheque. 

For further details on the 

application process, see 

https://cathedrallibrariesandarchives

.wordpress.com/grants/  

 

CALL FOR PAPERS AND 

SUBMISSIONS 

Routledge Studies in Archives 

This new series publishes new and 

cutting-edge research into the study 

of records and archives. This series 

aims to recognise the imperative for 

record-keeping work in support of 

memory, social justice, technical 

systems, legal rights and historical 
understanding. It sees the archival 

in personal, economic and political 

activity, historically and digitally 

situated cultures, subcultures and 

movements, technological and 
infrastructural developments and in 

many other places.  

Routledge Studies in Archives 

brings scholarship from diverse 

academic and cultural traditions 
into conversation and presents the 

work of emerging and established 

scholars, side by side. It promotes 

the exploration of the intellectual 

history of archival science, the 
internationalisation of archival 

discourse and the building of new 

archival theory.  

Please contact the series editor 

James Lowry to discuss future 
proposals before submitting, 

jlowry@liverpool.ac.uk  

 

CONFERENCES 

Archiving 2019: Society for 

Imaging Science and Technology 

Conference  

Lisbon, Portugal  

14 – 17 May 2019  

Archiving provides a unique 

opportunity for imaging scientists 

and those working in the cultural 

heritage community (curators, 

archivists, librarians, etc), as well as 
in government, industry and 

academia, to engage and discuss the 

most pressing issues related to the 

digital preservation and stewardship 

of hardcopy, audio and video. 
Papers will describe original work 

in technical areas related to 2D, 3D 

and AV materials on the following 

topics.  

• Digitisation – new 

developments in digitisation 

technologies and workflows  

• Preservation – Formats, 

specifications and systems 

• Archiving – archival models 

and workflows  

• Access – Dissemination and 

use of digitised materials 

• Management & Partnerships 

– policies, strategies, plans 

and risk management 

For more information, visit 
http://www.imaging.org/site/IST/C

onferences/Archiving/IST/Conferen

ces/Archiving/Archiving_Home.asp

x  

Annual Catholic Archive Society 

Conference  

Ushaw College, Durham  

20 – 22 May 2019 

https://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/grants/
https://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/grants/
mailto:jlowry@liverpool.ac.uk
http://www.imaging.org/site/IST/Conferences/Archiving/IST/Conferences/Archiving/Archiving_Home.aspx
http://www.imaging.org/site/IST/Conferences/Archiving/IST/Conferences/Archiving/Archiving_Home.aspx
http://www.imaging.org/site/IST/Conferences/Archiving/IST/Conferences/Archiving/Archiving_Home.aspx
http://www.imaging.org/site/IST/Conferences/Archiving/IST/Conferences/Archiving/Archiving_Home.aspx
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This year’s conference will include 

sessions on themes such as digital 
preservation, the pastoral function 

of the church archivist, and the role 

of the archive in the visitor 

experience at Westminster 

Cathedral. The conference will also 
include a joint lecture with Durham 

University Institute of Medieval 

and Early Modern Studies. This 

will be given on Professor Alison 

Shell (University College London) 
on the topic, ‘Staging magic in 

English Catholic college drama’.  

For more information, visit 

https://catholicarchivesociety.org/tr

aining-events/conference-

agm/conference-2019/  

Scribal Cultures in Late Medieval 

England: A Conference in honour 

of Linne R. Mooney  

King’s Manor, University of York  

23 May 2019 

With papers from leading scholars, 

this one-day conference honours 

Linne Mooney’s contribution to the 

study of medieval English 
manuscripts. Speakers include, 

Margaret Connolly, Daryl Green, 

Helen Killick, Micola McDonal, 

Andrew Prescott, Wendy Scase, 

Sebastian Sobecki, Deborah 
Thorpe. Two keynote lectures will 

be given by Derek Pearsall and 

Simon Horobin. During the day 

there will also be a special display 

of manuscript fragments donated to 
the University by Professor 

Toshiyuki Takamiya.  

For more information, visit 

https://store.york.ac.uk/product-

catalogue/centre-for-medieval-
studies/scribal-cultures-in-late-

medieval-england-a-conference-in-

honour-of-linne-r-mooney  

Revealing Records X  

King’s College, London 

24 May 2019  

In its tenth year, the Revealing 

Records conference takes the 

theme, hidden treasure in records. 

Revealing records conference series 

brings together postgraduate 

researchers working with a wide 

range of sources from across the 

medieval world to share challenges 

and approaches.  

Dr Valerie Johnson, Director of 

Research and Collections at The 

National Archives, will deliver a 
keynote paper on how 

developments in archival practise 

and digitization has affected 

research over the last decade.  

For more information, email 

revealingrecords@gmail.com  

Entangled Manuscripts  

University College, Dublin 

24 - 25 May 2019  

This conference will interrogate the 

medieval manuscript as a dynamic, 
constantly changing object, 

entangled in intellectual and 

cultural networks, constructed and 

deconstructed by different people, 

and transmuting in both form and 
meaning over time. Manuscripts 

will be considered as bodies of 

evidence for the layered 

relationships between texts and 

their material supports, in order to 
gain a clearer insight into the 

agency and intellectual exchange of 

the people behind medieval 

manuscript culture. Papers will re-

examine the process of selecting 

https://catholicarchivesociety.org/training-events/conference-agm/conference-2019/
https://catholicarchivesociety.org/training-events/conference-agm/conference-2019/
https://catholicarchivesociety.org/training-events/conference-agm/conference-2019/
https://store.york.ac.uk/product-catalogue/centre-for-medieval-studies/scribal-cultures-in-late-medieval-england-a-conference-in-honour-of-linne-r-mooney
https://store.york.ac.uk/product-catalogue/centre-for-medieval-studies/scribal-cultures-in-late-medieval-england-a-conference-in-honour-of-linne-r-mooney
https://store.york.ac.uk/product-catalogue/centre-for-medieval-studies/scribal-cultures-in-late-medieval-england-a-conference-in-honour-of-linne-r-mooney
https://store.york.ac.uk/product-catalogue/centre-for-medieval-studies/scribal-cultures-in-late-medieval-england-a-conference-in-honour-of-linne-r-mooney
https://store.york.ac.uk/product-catalogue/centre-for-medieval-studies/scribal-cultures-in-late-medieval-england-a-conference-in-honour-of-linne-r-mooney
mailto:revealingrecords@gmail.com
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and re-copying manuscripts to 

better understand the practical ways 
that knowledge was encoded and 

how these practises contributed to 

the emergence and consolidation of 

intellectual and scribal traditions.  

This conference will build upon the 
work begun at a workshop in 

October 2018. Both the conference 

and workshop are part of the 

project, Practises of Knowledge 

Selection in Early Medieval 

Manuscripts.  

For more information, visit 

https://practicesofknowledge.org/co

nference/  

“Decolonising African Studies: 

questions and dilemmas for 

libraries, archives and 

collections” – SCOLMA Annual 

Conference 2019 

University of Edinburgh  

10 June 2019  

There has been an increasing call 

for the decolonisation of the 

curriculum across the disciplines in 

institutions in northern Britain and 
elsewhere, notably recently South 

Africa. This conference will tackle 

the practical implications for 

archives and libraries as they seek 

to widen access to their collections 
and respond to the different 

demands and requirements of 

scholars. 

A full programme can be found via: 

https://scolma.org/event/scolma-
annual-conference-2019-

decolonising-african-studies-

questions-and-dilemmas-for-

libraries-archives-and-collections/  

To book a place contact Sarah 

Rhodes: 

sarah.rhodes@bodleian.ox.ac.uk   

“Back to Basics” The Cathedral 

Archives, Libraries & Collections 

Association (CALCA) 

Salisbury Cathedral  

12 – 14 June 2019  

The next triennial conference of 

CALCA will explore the theme 

“back to basics”. The last five years 

at Salisbury Cathedral have focused 

on improving the care and 
management of their collections in 

many practical ways. They have 

also aimed to increase access to and 

knowledge of the collections for 
wider and increasingly diverse 

audiences. This enthusiasm was 

partly spurred on by the 800th 

anniversary of Magna Carta in 

2015. This “back to basics” 
approach focuses on ensuring the 

collections are catalogued and cared 

for in a professional and orderly 

manner and ensures that the 

collection makes a positive 
contribution to the cathedral’s life. 

This return, “back to basics” has 

inspired the major theme of this 

conference. The range of papers 

will appeal not only to those 
working in cathedrals but also to 

anyone responsible for diverse 

collections within a specialist 

organisation.  

For more information, visit 
https://cathedrallibrariesandarchives

.wordpress.com/events/  

“From the Scriptorium to the 

Library”: International 

Conference on the Birth of 

Universities in the Peripheries of 

Europe  

https://practicesofknowledge.org/conference/
https://practicesofknowledge.org/conference/
https://scolma.org/event/scolma-annual-conference-2019-decolonising-african-studies-questions-and-dilemmas-for-libraries-archives-and-collections/
https://scolma.org/event/scolma-annual-conference-2019-decolonising-african-studies-questions-and-dilemmas-for-libraries-archives-and-collections/
https://scolma.org/event/scolma-annual-conference-2019-decolonising-african-studies-questions-and-dilemmas-for-libraries-archives-and-collections/
https://scolma.org/event/scolma-annual-conference-2019-decolonising-african-studies-questions-and-dilemmas-for-libraries-archives-and-collections/
https://scolma.org/event/scolma-annual-conference-2019-decolonising-african-studies-questions-and-dilemmas-for-libraries-archives-and-collections/
mailto:sarah.rhodes@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
https://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/events/
https://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/events/
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International University in Spain, 

Segovia  

10 - 12 June 2019   

The birth of universities in Europe 

has long been associated with 
developments that occurred in 

continental Western Europe. 

Studies have focused on the legacy 

of the Carolingian Renaissance, the 

vernacularisation of culture, the 
increasing relevance of cities and 

the empowerment of new social 

groups. This conference aims to 

explore other aspects of this 

process, by particularly focusing on 
the role played by scriptoria and 

libraries. Papers will explore 

themes such as the role played by 

royal patronage in pushing forward 
this transmission of knowledge, and 

the impact of manuscript 

techniques, such as the printing 

press, in the intellectual history of 

these areas. Other areas to be 
explored include the effect of the 

educational role of monasteries and 

convents, and the extent to which 

knowledge transmitted was 

censored or slanted.  

For more information, visit 

https://humanities.blogs.ie.edu/2018

/10/international-conference-on-

the-birth-of-universities-in-the-

peripheries-of-europe-from-the-

scriptorium-to-the-library.html 

Chaucer and Europe: Biennial 

London Chaucer Conference  

Senate House, London  

28 - 29 June 2019 

This year the Biennial London 
Chaucer Conference will explore 

the theme Chaucer and Europe. 

Papers will address issues relating 

to Europe and its influences, ideas 

and traditions in the age of Chaucer 

and his contemporaries, and later 
works that engage with Chaucer’s 

literary afterlife. The conference 

will explore how the works of great 

European writers like Dante, 

Boccaccio, Machaut and Froissart 
influenced Chaucer and his 

contemporaries, and how European 

literary traditions, forms and styles 

informed the literature produced in 

England during the later Middle 

Ages.  

The conference will feature three 

keynote lectures given by Professor 

Laura Kendrick (University of 

Versailles), Dr Marion Turner 
(University of Oxford) and 

Professor David Wallace 

(University of Pennsylvania).  

For more information, visit 
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events/co

nferences/biennial-london-chaucer-

conference-2019   

Archives and Records: Yesterday 

Today and Tomorrow – 

Celebration of Diamond and 

Golden Jubilees 

Pretoria, Gauteng Province, 

South Africa 

1 – 5 July 2019 

The South African Society of 
Archivists (SASA) will co-host its 

annual conference with the 25th 

biennial conference of Eastern and 

Southern African Regional Branch 

of the International Council on 
Archives (ESARBICA). In 2019, 

SASA and ESARBICA will be 

celebrating their respective 

diamond and golden jubilees.  

Both organisations are concerned 
with the creation, use, preservation 

and management of archives and 

https://humanities.blogs.ie.edu/2018/10/international-conference-on-the-birth-of-universities-in-the-peripheries-of-europe-from-the-scriptorium-to-the-library.html
https://humanities.blogs.ie.edu/2018/10/international-conference-on-the-birth-of-universities-in-the-peripheries-of-europe-from-the-scriptorium-to-the-library.html
https://humanities.blogs.ie.edu/2018/10/international-conference-on-the-birth-of-universities-in-the-peripheries-of-europe-from-the-scriptorium-to-the-library.html
https://humanities.blogs.ie.edu/2018/10/international-conference-on-the-birth-of-universities-in-the-peripheries-of-europe-from-the-scriptorium-to-the-library.html
https://humanities.blogs.ie.edu/2018/10/international-conference-on-the-birth-of-universities-in-the-peripheries-of-europe-from-the-scriptorium-to-the-library.html
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events/conferences/biennial-london-chaucer-conference-2019
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events/conferences/biennial-london-chaucer-conference-2019
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events/conferences/biennial-london-chaucer-conference-2019
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records, regardless of their form or 

medium. This conference will 
celebrate these long serving 

archival associations in Africa and 

explore some of the challenges and 

opportunities encountered in their 

jurisdictions.  

National and international speakers 

will explore how the organisations 

can learn from the past, prepare for 

the future and utilise technology to 

drive new opportunities in archives 

and records management.  

For more information, visit 

http://www.saarchivist.co.za/past-

events/2019-conference 

Social Media in the Middle Ages 

and Beyond: Production, 

Circulation and Reception of 

MSS and Early Printed Books, 

1350 to 1550.  

University College, Dublin 

7 - 11 July 2019  

The sixteenth biennial conference 

of the Early Book Society will 

explore the role of manuscripts and 

books as early forms of social 
media that promote cultural, artistic 

or religious ideas. Papers will 

explore the making, reading and 

ownership of manuscripts and early 

printed books and explore the 
circulation of books or inheriting of 

books by wills or by annotations in 

the books themselves. Papers will 

also explore the reputation of books 

or the libraries that house them, and 
the social networks in which 

manuscripts and books travelled.  

For more information, visit 

https://earlybooksocietydublin2019.

com/2018/09/05/the-journey-

begins/ 

Record keeper 3.0: Archives and 

Records Association, Annual 

Conference  

Queens Hotel, Leeds  

28 – 30 August 2019  

This year’s conference will build 

upon sub-themes from the 2018 

conference, ‘People looking after 

records’, by continuing the debate 

on diversity in the sector. Papers 

this year will explore the current 

state of diversity and will ask how 

archivists, conservators, and records 
managers aim to address this issue 

in the future. This topic will be 

explored alongside the usual range 

of sessions encompassing archives 
and records, information 

governance, conservation and 

media & digital. Broader themes to 

be explored include, the skills 

required by a 21st century 
recordkeeper, the role of the 

profession within existing 

organisations and how to tackle 

future financial pressures on the 

profession. 

For programme details, available 

bursaries and to book a place, visit: 

https://conference.archives.org.uk/  

Libraries, Learning and Religious 

Identities: Britain, Ireland and 

the European Context, c. 1100-

c.1900 

Residential Research Library 

Inaugeral Conference, Durham 

University and Ushaw College 

10 – 13 September 2019  

This inaugural conference is jointly 

organised by the Institute of 

Medieval and Early Modern Studies 

in collaboration with the Centre for 

Catholic Studies. Multiple sessions 

http://www.saarchivist.co.za/past-events/2019-conference
http://www.saarchivist.co.za/past-events/2019-conference
https://earlybooksocietydublin2019.com/2018/09/05/the-journey-begins/
https://earlybooksocietydublin2019.com/2018/09/05/the-journey-begins/
https://earlybooksocietydublin2019.com/2018/09/05/the-journey-begins/
https://conference.archives.org.uk/
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will run over the four days. Three 

plenary lectures will be given:  

• Timothy Bolton, ‘Religion, 

Cultural Identity, Study and 

Manuscript Collecting: The 
Role of the Private Book 

Collector and the Early Book 

Trade in the Preservation of 

Manuscripts of the Medieval 

Libraries of Britain and 
Europe, a Comparative 

Examination’.  

• Anne Thayer, “Look here so 

that you may pray more 

fruitfully, with example’: 

Thomas Swalwell’s 

Marginalia on Prayer’.  

• James Carley, ‘The 

Orthodox and the 

Evangelical: John Leland 

and John Bale on the Post-

Dissolution Library’.  

For more information, visit 
https://www.dur.ac.uk/imems/events/?

eventno=38067  

Collecting, Curating, Assembling: 

New Approaches to the Archive 

in the Middle Ages  

St Andrews University  

13 - 14 September 2019  

This conference will explore the 

archive in medieval art and thought. 
Papers will explore what medieval 

collections, compilations and 

assemblages of material things tell 

us about the accumulation of 

knowledge and the preservation of 
memory. Other aspects of the 

conference will discuss how the 

archive was manipulated to fit into 

political or social agendas, and the 

limits of the medieval archive.  

For more information, visit 

https://medievalarchive2019.wordpr

ess.com/ 

Designing the Archive  

Adelaide, South Australia 

21 – 25 October 2019 

This international archives 

conference is presented by the 

Australian Society of Archivists 

(ASA), Archives and Records 

Association of New Zealand Te 

Huinga Mahara (ARANZ), the 

International Council on Archives 
(ICA) and the Pacific Regional 

Branch International Council on 

Archives (PARBICA).  

This years conference theme, 
Designing the Archive, provides an 

opportunity to explore how data and 

information managers, records 

managers and archivists are using, 

or can use, human-centred design 
approaches to ensure we deliver 

benefits to citizens, customers, 

stakeholders and communities.  

The program aims to explore the 

use of creativity, innovation and co-
design in the development of 

recordkeeping systems, information 

governance frameworks, archival 

programs and services, archive 

buildings and spaces, or digital 

archives.  

The program also provides an 

opportunity to explore how we 

manage records and archives of the 

design process itself across a range 
of industries from architecture to 

fashion, engineering to 

environmental management.  

For more information, visit 

https://www.ica.org/en/conference-

ica-adelaide-2019  

https://www.dur.ac.uk/imems/events/?eventno=38067
https://www.dur.ac.uk/imems/events/?eventno=38067
https://medievalarchive2019.wordpress.com/
https://medievalarchive2019.wordpress.com/
https://www.ica.org/en/conference-ica-adelaide-2019
https://www.ica.org/en/conference-ica-adelaide-2019
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The Rise of Vernacular Writing: 

The Palaeographical Perspective  

Università degli Studi, Florence 

19 – 21 Feb 2020  

The twenty-first Colloquium of the 

CIPL will explore the material 

forms and scripts associated with 

the earliest and most experimental 

phases of the development of the 

written form of European 

languages. Of particular interest are 

questions concerning the extent to 

which traditional forms of writing 
in Latin functioned as points of 

reference for writing in the 

vernacular. Or, if other approaches 

were taken in response to new 
demands in communication or to 

the taste and expectations of new 

audiences and patrons. 

The process by which the different 

European languages acquired a 
written dimension was neither 

linear nor straightforward. Their 

chronologies varied, in addition to 

their circumstances, strategies 

employed and the different forms 
and functions of vernacular 

material. Thus far, scholarship in 

this field has been dominated by 

philologists and historians of 

literature. This conference will take 
a palaeographical perspective in 

order to make an original and 

crucial contribution to the field.  

 

COURSES 

Postgraduate Archival Skills 

Training  

The National Archives  

Ongoing.  

The National Archives hosts regular 

training sessions over the course of 

the year. These sessions recognise 

that using archives and original 

documents can often seem like a 
daunting and time-consuming task. 

These sessions therefore aim to help 

postgraduates get started in archives 

and gain the skills and knowledge 

needed for their research.  

All sessions are delivered by 

records specialists on site in Kew 

and are based on working with 

original documents from their 

collections. There are three 
different type of sessions. 

Introduction to archival research 

days are aimed at third year 

undergraduates and postgraduate 

students, and helps students to get 
started in archives, finding original 

documents and making the most of 

their time on site. Skills and 

methodology workshops develop 
these skills and are aimed at taught 

postgraduate and PhD students.  

More detail research guidance is 

provided in Records Workshops, 

and are aimed at PhD students, 

postdocs, and early career 

researchers, and are based on key 

document collections held on site. 

These Workshops are also open to 

professionals from the archive, 
heritage and research sectors. 

Sessions are often focused on 

medieval, early modern or modern 

records. 

For further information and a 
programme of upcoming training 

session, see 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk

/about/our-research-and-academic-

collaboration/events-and-
training/postgraduate-archival-

skills-training/  

London Rare Book School 

Senate House, London  

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/events-and-training/postgraduate-archival-skills-training/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/events-and-training/postgraduate-archival-skills-training/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/events-and-training/postgraduate-archival-skills-training/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/events-and-training/postgraduate-archival-skills-training/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-research-and-academic-collaboration/events-and-training/postgraduate-archival-skills-training/
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17 June – 5 July 2019 

This series of intensive courses will 
run over three weeks and be taught 

over five days. Topics cover a 

variety of book-related subjects and 

period of history, such as: 

• Provenance in Books 

• The Medical Book: 1300-

1900 

• European Bookbinding 

1450-1820 

• The Medieval Manuscript 

Book in the Celtic World 

• The Queer Book 

• History of the Book in India 

The courses are taught by 

internationally renowned scholars 

using the unrivalled library and 
museum resources of London. 

Courses are taught to small groups 

of no more than 12 students, and 

each course consists of thirteen 

seminars of twenty hours of 

teaching time in total.  

For more information, visit 

https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-

training/study-weeks/london-rare-

books-school  

London International 

Palaeography Summer School 

Senate House, London  

10 - 14 June 2019  

This series of intensive courses in 

Palaeography and Manuscript 

Studies run from half to two days 

duration and are given by experts in 

their respective fields.  Courses 

include:  

• Introduction to Arabic 
Scientific Manuscripts (Dr 

Bink Hallam)  

• Reading and Editing 
Renaissance English 

Manuscripts I (Dr Chris 

Stamatakis)  

• An Introduction to 

Cataloguing Medieval 

Manuscripts (Dr James 

Freeman)  

• 1000 years of Manuscript 

Production (Patricia Lovett)  

• German Palaeography (Dr 

Dorothea McEwan and Dr 

Claudia Wedepohl) 

For more courses and details of 

how to book, visit 

https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-

training/study-weeks/london-

international-palaeography-

summer-school  

IMEMMS Scientific Study of 

Manuscripts and Inscriptions 

(SSoMI) Summer School 

2 – 6 September 2019 

This five-day course will comprise 

four days of tailored sessions, 

culminating in a workshop where 

experts will present the findings of 

a 360-degree manuscript study. 

During the course, students will 

gain an understanding of:  

• The various stages and 

practicalities involved in the 
making of medieval 

manuscripts  

• The scientific analysis of 

manuscripts 

• Image processing and pattern 

recognition topics 

• The process of parchment-

making and binding 

The closing date for applications is 

30 April 2019  

https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/london-rare-books-school
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/london-rare-books-school
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/london-rare-books-school
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/london-international-palaeography-summer-school
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/london-international-palaeography-summer-school
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/london-international-palaeography-summer-school
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/london-international-palaeography-summer-school
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More information on the 

application process can be found 

here,  

https://www.dur.ac.uk/imems/postg

raduatestudy/summerschool/ 

  

EXHIBITIONS 

Information has been drawn from 
press-releases and websites as well 

as contributions from our members 

and colleagues. Please check 

opening dates and times and other 

details before travelling as these 

may vary from those given here. 

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 

Humphrey Llwyd - Inventor of 

Britain 

19 January – 29 June 2019 

This exhibition is the culmination 

of a series of events marking the 
450th anniversary, in 2017, of the 

death of one of the most important 

figures of the Welsh Renaissance. 

Humphrey Llwyd is credited with 

coining the term ‘British empire’ 
and through his writings and maps 

he helped to shape our 

understanding of history and 

identity. Llwyd was also involved 

in securing the passage of the Act 
of Parliament which Welsh allowed 

the translation of the New 

Testament into Welsh by William 

Salesbury in 1567. The exhibition 

forms part of the AHRC funded 
project, ‘Inventor of Britain: The 

Complete Works of Humphrey 

Llwyd’. 

Record: Welsh Folk, Protest and 

Pop 

22 June 2019 – 1 February 2020 

Marking the centenary of the birth 

of cultural historian, campaigner 
and performer Meredydd Evans 

(1919-2015), this exhibition traces 

the history of Welsh music as 

revealed by archival items, and the 

collections of the National Screen 

and Sound Archive of Wales. 

A New World 

20 July 2019 – 11 January 2020 

This is the Welsh Government’s 

‘Year of Discovery’, and the 

Library supports the National 

programme of themed events with 

an exhibition following the 
adventures - both legendary and 

real - of some Welsh men and 

women who discovered, explored 

and settled over many centuries in 
the ‘New World’. Among the cast 

of characters are a Welsh prince, a 

tribe of Welsh speaking natives, a 

cowboy and two of America’s most 

eminent citizens. 

Treasures 

The Riverside, Haverfordwest 

25 May – 12 October 2019 

At our recently launched state-of-

the-art gallery in the Pembrokeshire 

town of Haverfordwest, this 

exhibition will provide visitors with 

a unique opportunity to view 
culturally significant items from the 

collections of the National Library 

of Wales. The exhibition will 

feature works of art, original 

manuscripts, maps, archives, 
photographs and audio-visual 

collections.  

DUBLIN, TRINITY COLLEGE 

DUBLIN 

Ireland & the English Lake Poets  

From 27 March 2019 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/imems/postgraduatestudy/summerschool/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/imems/postgraduatestudy/summerschool/
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Through literary treasures from the 

Library of Trinity College Dublin, 
we explore how William 

Wordsworth (1770-1850) and his 

fellow Late Poets – Samuel Taylor 

Coleridge (1772-1834) and Robert 

Southey (1774-1843) – engaged 

with Ireland.  

Highlights from this exhibition is 

also available as part of Trinity 

College Dublin’s series of online 

exhibitions. See, 
https://www.tcd.ie/library/exhibitio

ns/lake-poets/  

DURHAM, UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY, ARCHIVES AND 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS  

Wild: A celebration of the natural 

history of the British Isles  

18 May – 6 October 2019 

From high peaks and valleys to 

meandering rivers and powerful 
seas – see how animals have 

adapted to live and thrive in the 

varied environments of the British 

Isles. Visitors will have the 

opportunity to see some of Britain’s 
most elusive animals in close detail 

in this family friendly exhibition. 

EDINBURGH, THE NATIONAL 

LIRBARY OF SCOTLAND  

Such seductive poetry: Lord 

Byron’s Don Juan  

18 April – 27 July 2019  

Lord Byron was one of the most 

famous authors in Georgian Britain. 

Yet the first instalment of his epic 

poem Don Juan was published in 
1819 without its author or 

publisher’s name on the title page.  

The poem is full of exotic locations, 

adventure, romance, wit and 

dazzling language. But it was also 

sure to shock contemporary 

audiences because it attacked 
establishment figures and made fun 

of society’s values. Its author and 

publisher decided they could not 

acknowledge their part in its 

publication. 

To celebrate the 200th anniversary 

of Don Juan, a display of material 

from the National Library of 

Scotland’s Rare Book collection 

and John Murray Archive explores 
the controversy surrounding the 

work’s publication and the 

reactions of its readers.  

Northern Lights: The Scottish 

Enlightenment  

21 June 2019 – 18 April 2020 

18th-century Scotland was a place 
with many remarkable individuals, 

but what helped to create the 

conditions for what we now call the 

Scottish Enlightenment were the 

social and professional networks 
that allowed these great thinkers to 

share and develop their ideas. The 

exhibition will show how diverse 

the Enlightenment’s key players 

were, identifying the main figures, 
and the many and varied fields in 

which they operated – from geology 

and engineering to architecture, 

philosophy, medicine, economics 

and law. 

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Writing: Making Your Mark 

26 April – 27 August 2019 

Follow the evolution of writing 

from ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs 

carved in stone, to early printed text 
and up to the digital communication 

tools we use today. Marvel at 

centuries of human innovation as 

writing enabled progress and 

https://www.tcd.ie/library/exhibitions/lake-poets/
https://www.tcd.ie/library/exhibitions/lake-poets/
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opened doors to expression and art. 

Explore how writing writing allows 
us to enact change and make a 

lasting creative mark of our own 

through an eclectic range of 

exhibits such as James Joyce’s 

annotated copy of Ulysses, a 
60,000-strong petition against 

Bengali partition, and Burmese 

tattooing instruments. 

The exhibition will also reflect on 

the future of writing and the effects 

of an increasingly digital world.  

For more information, visit 

https://www.bl.uk/events/writing-

making-your-mark  

Leonardo da Vinci: A Mind in 

Motion 

7 June – 8 September 2019  

For the first time, highlights from 

three of Leonardo da Vinci’s 

extraordinary notebooks will be 

brought together, to explore his 

fascination with motion. Marking 

the 500th anniversary of Leonardo’s 

death, this unique exhibition 

showcases pages from the Codex 

Arundel, one of the British 

Library’s finest treasures. This will 
be displayed alongside the Codex 

Forster, on loan from the V&A, and 

a selection of sheets from the 

Codex Leicester, which is on 

display in this country for the first 
time since it was purchased by Bill 

Gates.  

The pages are written in Leonardo’s 

distinctive mirror writing and 

illustrated with intricate drawings 
and diagrams. Explore how his 

detailed studies of natural 

phenomena influenced his work 

both as an artist and an inventor. 

View some of Leonardo’s designs 

for devices including an underwater 

breathing apparatus and a perpetual 
motion wheel capable of producing 

and harnessing energy.  

For more information, visit 

https://www.bl.uk/events/leonardo-

da-vinci-a-mind-in-motion  

LONDON, THE NATIONAL 

ARCHIVES 

Protect and Survive: Britain’s 

Cold War Revealed  

4 April – 9 November 2019 

Opening exactly 70 years since 

NATO was formed, this exhibition 

is part of a wider programme that 
marks a series of Cold war 

milestones. The exhibition will run 

until 9 November, the 30th 

anniversary of the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. The fascinating Cold War 

documents on display will reveal 

the secrets and paranoia of this 

period of history. The exhibition 

will explore the pervasive threat of 

nuclear war, and how this impacted 

the everyday life of millions of 

people. Original documents on 

display include political memos, 

spy confessions, civil defence 
posters and even a letter from 

Winston Churchill to the Queen. 

Surviving from this period of 

infiltration and betrayal, these 

documents provide a unique insight 
into the political and ideological 

tensions between the East and 

West.  

For more information, visit 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
/about/visit-us/whats-on/keepers-

gallery/  

NEW YORK, THE MORGAN 

LIRBARY & MUSEUM 

https://www.bl.uk/events/writing-making-your-mark
https://www.bl.uk/events/writing-making-your-mark
https://www.bl.uk/events/leonardo-da-vinci-a-mind-in-motion
https://www.bl.uk/events/leonardo-da-vinci-a-mind-in-motion
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/visit-us/whats-on/keepers-gallery/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/visit-us/whats-on/keepers-gallery/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/visit-us/whats-on/keepers-gallery/
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Tolkien: Maker of Middle-earth  

25 January – 12 May 2019  

Organized in partnership with the 

Bodleian Libraries, University of 

Oxford, this exhibition is the most 
extensive public display of original 

Tolkien material for several 

generations. Drawn from the 

collections of the Tolkien Archive 

at the Bodleian Library (Oxford), 
Marquette University Libraries 

(Milwaukee), the Morgan, and 

private lenders, the exhibition will 

include family photographs and 

memorabilia, Tolkien’s original 
illustrations, maps, draft 

manuscripts and designs related to 

The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings 

and The Silmarillion. 

For more information, visit 

https://www.themorgan.org/exhibiti

ons/tolkien  

Invention and Design: Early 

Italian Drawings at the Morgan 

15 February – 19 May 2019  

The development of Renaissance 

drawing practice from its 

beginnings in the fourteenth century 

is illustrated via the Morgan’s 

impressive collection of Italian 
drawings. Drawings from the earlier 

part of the Renaissance – by artists 

born before 1500 – feature 

prominently in the exhibition, 

alongside works by artists such as 

Mantegna, Filippino Lippi, 

Botticelli, Leonardo da Vinci, 

Raphael, Fra Bartolomeo and 

Andrea del Sarto. The documents 

on display explore the development 
of different and overlapping 

regional traditions in Tuscany, 

Umbria, Lombardy and Venice. 

This exhibition is a real celebration 

of innovation in Italian drawing.  

For more information, visit 

https://www.themorgan.org/exhibiti

ons/invention-and-design  

OXFORD, BODLEIAN 

LIBRARY  

Babel: adventures in translation 

15 February – 2 June 2019  

By taking visitors beyond the 
ancient myth of the Tower of Babel 

and society’s quest for a universal 

language, this exhibition explores 

the ubiquity and power of 

translation in the movement of 
ideas, stories and cultural practices 

around the world. The array of 

objects on display include a second 

century papyrus book, illuminated 
manuscripts, and a bilingual road 

sign. Exhibits demonstrate that 

translation is about more than mere 

word-for-word rendering into 

another language and that it is not 

obsolete in an era of global English 

and Google Translate. Treasures 

from the Bodleian Libraries’ 

collections, both ancient and 

modern, illustrate how stories have 
travelled across time, territory, 

language and medium.  

For more information, visit 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/what

son/whats-on/current-exhibitions  

 

WEBSITES  

Medieval manuscripts in Utrecht 

digitised 

Approximately 700 medieval 

manuscripts in the Utrecht 

University Library have been 

digitised. The larger part consists of 

manuscripts from Utrecht from the 

https://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/tolkien
https://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/tolkien
https://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/invention-and-design
https://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/invention-and-design
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/current-exhibitions
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/current-exhibitions
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14th and 15th centuries, but there 

are also examples from the rest of 
the Netherlands, Flanders, France, 

Germany and Italy. The catalogues 

by Tiele (1887) and Hulshof 

(1909), as well as Koert van der 

Horst’s Illuminated and decorated 
medieval manuscripts in the 

University Library, Utrecht (1989), 

are also online. How all these 

documents can be found is 

explained at 
http://libguides.library.uu.nl/special

-material/manuscripts.  

In a separate project, seventeen 

medieval medical manuscripts and 

annotated early printed books have 
been described with a short essay 

by three former students, and can be 

found via 

http://bc.library.uu.nl/medicine.htm

l.  

Shakespeare’s Globe theatre 

archives go online 

Documents from the building of the 

modern Globe theatre to the plays 
put on since it opened have been 

put into an online archive. Archival 

materials reveal aspects of Sam 

Wanamaker’s reconstruction of the 

original 1599 Globe Theatre, in 
addition to the way it was 

constructed as part of a radical 

theatre experiment intending to re-

examine the plays of William 

Shakespeare and others. 

The collection features documents 

from over 200 productions from 

1997-2016, including prompt 

books, wardrobe notes, music, 

performance photographs, 
programmes, publicity and research 

materials. This resource provides 

researcher with important 

information regarding the history of 

Shakespeare’s Globe, and should 

appeal to historians, architects and 

students of theatre plays. 

The archive is available via this 

address through paid of academic 

access, 

http://www.shakespearesglobearchi

ve.amdigital.co.uk/  

Alternatively, the archive at the 

theatre can be visited from Tuesday 

to Thursday between 10:00-13:00 

& 14:00-17:00. 

The Polonsky Foundation 

England and France Project: 

Manuscripts from the British 

Library and the Bibliothèque 

nationale de France, 700–1200 

In November 2018, the British 

Library and the Bibliothèque 

nationale de France launched a 

collaborative digitisation and 
interpretation project. The two 

libraries worked together to digitise 

800 illuminated manuscripts from 

the period 700–1200, sharing them 

online for the first time. The project 
focused on manuscripts produced 

on either side of the English 

Channel over half a millennium of 

close cultural and political 

interaction. 

The project has created two 

innovative websites. Using the 

International Image Interoperability 

Framework (IIIF), the Bibliothèque 

nationale de France hosts a new 
website, France et Angleterre: 

manuscrits médiévaux entre 700 et 

1200, that allows side-by-side 

comparison of 400 manuscripts 

from each collection, selected for 

their beauty and interest. This new 

website allows users to search the 

manuscripts in English, French and 

http://libguides.library.uu.nl/special-material/manuscripts
http://libguides.library.uu.nl/special-material/manuscripts
http://bc.library.uu.nl/medicine.html
http://bc.library.uu.nl/medicine.html
http://www.shakespearesglobearchive.amdigital.co.uk/
http://www.shakespearesglobearchive.amdigital.co.uk/
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Italian, and to annotate and 

download images.  

The second website, hosted by the 

British Library, is a bilingual online 

resource in English and in 

French, Medieval England and 

France, 700–1200. The site features 
highlights from some of the most 

important of these manuscripts. It 

includes 30 articles on a wide range 

of themes, including medieval 

science, manuscript illumination 
and the development of vernacular 

languages; as well as discussions of 

important figures from the period, 

such as Thomas Becket, Hrabanus 

Maurus and Anselm of Canterbury. 
The site also features a series of 

videos, narrated by Patricia Lovett 

MBE, detailing the stages of 

making a medieval manuscript; two 
interviews with Professors Julia 

Crick (King’s College London) and 

Nicholas Vincent (University of 

East Anglia) about manuscript 

production during the period; and 

an animation inspired by a medieval 

bestiary (Harley MS 4751). This 

exciting project was made possible 

by a generous grant from The 

Polonsky Foundation.  

You can visit the website hosted by 

the Bibliothèque nationale de 

France’s here: https://manuscrits-

france-angleterre.org and the 

website hosted by the British 
Library here: 

https://www.bl.uk/medieval-

english-french-manuscripts.  

Follow new discoveries and 

featured content on Medieval 
Manuscripts blog 

(https://blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanusc

ripts/) and Twitter (@BLMedieval). 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF RECENT 

ACCESSIONS  

Librarians, archivists and users are 

invited to inform the Editor of any 

notable new accessions to 

institutional collections.  

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 

Submitted by Dr Maredudd ap 

Huw, Curator of Manuscripts. 

Papers of T. Elwyn Griffiths (1918-
2018), founder of Cairo-based 

Welsh newsletter Seren y Dwyrain 

(Eastern Star) in 1943, and of 

Undeb y Cymry ar Wasgar (The 

Union of Welsh People in 
Dispersion) in 1948 (added to 

Papurau Undeb Cymru a'r Byd). 

Papers of Welsh-language author 

and television script-writer Eigra 

Lewis Roberts (1939- ). 

The substantial archive of Gwasg 

Gregynog, the private press re-

established at Tregynon, Powys in 

1978. 

Twenty-four letters, 1960-1974, 

from poet and artist David Jones 

(1895-1974) to Sorbonne professor 

Louis Bonnerot, founder of Études 

Anglaises (NLW MS 24128). 

Papers of Waldo Williams (1904-

71), pacifist, and one of the 

foremost Welsh-language poets of 

the 20th century. 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY 

Submitted by Dr James Freeman, 

Medieval Manuscripts Specialist 

The reception of the medieval 

period in the modern age – through, 

among other things, antiquarianism 

and scholarship, literature and 

artistic works – has itself become 
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the subject of academic 

study.  Since 2016, Cambridge 
University Library has been 

actively pursuing for acquisition 

material that relates to this area.  An 

outstanding – and rather 

idiosyncratic – example is an 
Apocalypse manuscript in French 

made in Saint-Briac-sur-Mer in 

Brittany in the early 1930s [MS 

Add. 10271].  The product of 

collaboration between an exiled 
Russian aristocrat, Grand Duchess 

Victoria Feodorovna (1876-1936), 

and her artist friends, Jacques and 

Julie Nozal, the manuscript is 

written in an art nouveau script and 
richly illuminated with full-page 

miniatures and borders inhabited by 

real and mythical beasts.  Most 

unusual is the inclusion of seven 
etched silver plates that depict 

scenes from Revelation alongside 

appropriate quotations from the 

text.  Together with the embossed 

and chased silver panelled covers, 

which are surmounted by enamel 

pieces and cabochon sapphires, the 

book weighs a hefty 5½lb and was 

perhaps more to be admired than to 

be read! 

Other recent accessions include: 

Illuminated Book of Hours, made 

by ‘C.S.’ in 1882, in imitation of 

medieval examples [MS Add. 

10217] 

Two account books in 

contemporary wallet bindings; Italy 

(Modena), late 15th and early 16th 

centuries [MS Add. 10272-10273] 

Vegetius, De re militari (excerpts, 
attributed to ‘Modestus’) and 

Pomponius Laetus, De urbis 

magistratibus, De sacerdotiis, De 

legibus; Italy (perhaps Liguria), 11 

May 1488 [MS Add. 10288] 

Johannes Gerecht/Justus 

Landsperger (c. 1490-1539), 

Centum et quinquaginta 

meditationes vitam Domini Jesu, 

bound in pasteboards with a leather 
cover recycled from another book; 

?N. Italy, c. 1530s [MS Add. 

10296] 

DURHAM UNIVERSITY 

LIRBARY, ARCHIVES AND 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Submitted by Dr Michael Stansfield, 

Deputy Head of Archives and Special 

Collections.  

Archive [and library] of the Canons 
of the Holy Sepulchre dating from 

their foundation in 1642 and 

covering especially their stay in 

Liege, Belgium, until 1794, and 
then at New Hall in Essex. 

(2018/19:44) 

Papers of Timothy Dudley-Smith 

b1926), former bishop of Thetford, 

and a leading writer of hymns. 

(2018/19:74 & 85) 

Album of watercolours, sketches, 

and photographs of A.B. Thruston 

in Egypt, Uganda, India and 

England 1885-1897. (G//S 1535) 

Papers of Peter Evans (1929-2018), 

musicologist and early then 

20th century British music 

academic. (2018/9:51) 

Archive of the English Province of 
the Sisters of Charity of Our Lady 

of Evron, established in England in 

1904. (2018/9:88) 

de Gregori Fratelli, 1497) 

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND  
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Significant accessions for the 

period September 2018 – March 
2019, selected by Kenneth Dunn, 

Manuscript & Archive Collections 

Manager.  

Medical journal, 1729-59, of Dr 

Normand Morison, including case 
notes from Scotland and copies of 

letters after his emigration to 

America. (NLS Acc.14033) 

Four volumes of “Travels in 

Germany, 1795-1797” by Charles 
Stuart, Baron Stuart de Rothesay. 

(NLS Acc. 13970) 

Letters of Sir Walter Scott: (1) to 

the Rev. George Tough, ca. 1822 

on an orrery presented to George IV 
on his visit to Scotland (NLS. 

Acc.13966); (2) to James 

Ballantyne, ca. 1828, on Anne of 

Greirstein and the Roxburghe Club 
(NLS Acc.13980); (3) to the 

Committee of Ladies for relief of 

the Irish peasantry on the famine in 

Ireland, 1822 (NLS Acc.14032) 

Literary MSS., ca.1954-96, of 
George Mackay Brown (NLS 

Acc.13992 & Acc.13993) 

Literary papers, 1983-4, & 2001-16 

of Jen Hadfield. (NLS Acc.14031) 

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Significant accessions submitted by 

Michael St. John McAlister, 

Western Manuscripts Cataloguing 

Manager 

Waterloo journal of Captain 

Thomas Hobbs, 1815 (Additional 

MS 89367). 

Letter of Francois II, 4 November 

1559 (Additional MS 89368).  

Travel diary of a tour to 

Switzerland, Germany and Belgium 

by Emma M Tudor, 1821 

(Additional MS 89372). 

Leaf from an Anglo-Saxon 

benedictional, 920-970 (Additional 

MS 89378). 

Book of Hours use of York (‘The 

Percy Hours’), c. 1280 (Additional 

MS 89379). 

DUBLIN, TRINITY COLLEGE  

Submitted by Dr Jane Maxwell, 
Assistant Librarian, Manuscripts & 

Archives Research Library  

The Samuel Beckett-Daniel 

Labeille collection: papers related 

to the writing and world premiere in 
1981 of Rockaby by Samuel 

Beckett. Includes photographs of 

Beckett directing Billie Whitelaw.  

TCD MS 11592. 

Artworks by Edith Somerville 

(1858-1949) of Somerville & Ross 

fame, and sketchbooks by the 

English artist Mary Duncan (1885-

1964) who worked in Ireland in the 

early years of the 20th century. TCD 

MS 11597 

A photograph album (c. 1912-16) 

associated with Mary (Molly) 

Alden Osgood Childers, the 
American writer who became an 

Irish nationalist revolutionary and 

grandmother of the forth president 

of Ireland. TCD MS 11601 

Trinity cannot be alone in the 

experience of having received ‘for 

evaluation’ materials which have 

not subsequently been picked up by 

their original owners. One of these, 

a late fourteenth century Decretum  
Gratiani cum glossis has been here 

for 50 years and, although not a 

new accession, has newly been 
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exposed in the catalogue as MS 

11598.  

 

BOOK REVIEW 

Review of Richard Gameson, The 

Medieval Manuscripts of Trinity 

College, Oxford: A Descriptive 

Catalogue, Oxford 

Bibliographical Society 

Publications, Special Series: 

Manuscript Catalogues Volume 

III (Oxford: The Oxford 

Bibliographical Society, 2018). 

Hardcover. 530pp + 40 plates. 

£100 (£55 members). 

Reviewed by Jan Vandeburie, 

University of Leicester.   

When Sir Thomas Pope (c.1509-

1557) founded the college of the 
Holy and Undivided Trinity in 

Oxford in 1555, the wealthy Tudor 

civil servant endowed a 

considerable collection of sixty-

three manuscripts and books for its 
chapel and library. Pope’s wealth 

came from the spoils of the 

dissolved monastic houses, yet the 

nature of the original bequest does 

shed light on the orthodox religious 
sentiments of its patron and the 

context of the establishment of the 

college under the reign of Mary 

Tudor. Trinity’s collection of 

medieval manuscripts slowly 
expanded throughout the sixteenth 

and seventeenth centuries, 

culminating in perhaps the most 

important bequest of twenty-seven 

manuscripts by the Trinity alumni 
Thomas Unton (1610-1693). 

Unton’s donation may have been 

the incentive to catalogue the 

college’s collection around 1700, 

producing the oldest surviving 
catalogue of Trinity College 

Library. Alongside E. Bernard’s 

more general catalogue of 1697, 
there had not been a thorough 

account of Trinity College’s 

manuscripts since. 

This new catalogue is the third in 

the Oxford Bibliographic Society’s 
Special Series of manuscript 

catalogues, with previous volumes 

on the medieval manuscripts of the 

Queen’s College by Peter Kidd 

(2016) and on the western 
manuscripts to c. 1600 in Christ 

Church by Ralph Hanna and David 

Rundle (2017). Richard Gameson’s 

long career and outstanding 

contributions to manuscript studies 
have culminated in an outstanding 

catalogue. With a first contribution 

to the history of the manuscripts of 

Trinity College back in 1991, 
Gameson’s longstanding interest in 

the collection has resulted in an 

excellent work of codicological 

mastery in which he offers detailed 

descriptions of all of Trinity 

College Library’s ninety-three 

medieval manuscripts as well as 

twenty-four manuscript fragments 

found as end leaves in the bindings 

of early printed books. 

Gameson points out that the 

collection is notable for its variety. 

Indeed, ranging from the tenth to 

the sixteenth century, the texts in 

Latin, Greek, English and French 
originated from England, France, 

the Low Countries and as far as 

Byzantium. Some notable 

highlights are the richly illuminated 

Beauchamp (MS. 8) and Abingdon 
Missals (MS. 75), extensively 

glossed copies of Matthew’s Gospel 

and Job and of the Apocalypse from 

the eleventh and twelfth centuries 
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(MS. 20), a distinctive version of 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales (MS. 
49), a decorated bible from 

thirteenth-century Paris (MS. 53), a 

unique late Anglo-Saxon copy of 

Augustine’s Enarrationes in 

Psalmos (MS. 54), and a wonderful 
miniature thirteenth-century psalter 

(MS. 82), measuring only 68 x 50 

mm.  

The extensive introduction to the 

catalogue begins with a detailed 
history of the collection, offering a 

thorough analysis of the context and 

provenance of Thomas Pope’s 

original collection as well as of the 

collections bequeethed 
subsequently. Gameson discusses 

the most important early inventories 

of the books and provides clear 

concordances in appendix, giving 
scholars a better chance at tracking 

down older references. The reader 

is then taken through the highlights 

of the collection, reflecting 

Gameson’s fine expertise as well as 

his enthusiasm for codicological 

details and peculiarities. 

The highly comprehensive 

manuscript descriptions focus on 

the codicological characteristics of 
each manuscript and fragment, the 

contents, script, decorative 

elements, medieval provenance as 

well as their later use. Undoubtedly 

one of the best aspects of this 
catalogue are the large high-quality 

colour images, one sample page for 

each manuscript and an extensive 

appendix with colour plates of 

additional folios and particular 
details such as miniatures, 

decorated initials, and signatures. 

Unlike many other catalogues, the 

images do not just offer a sample of 

the highlights, but they give a clear 

sense of the codicological aspects, 
the script, and the decorative 

elements and will contribute greatly 

to facilitating the research of any 

scholar using this catalogue, as well 

as to the promotion of the Trinity 

College manuscripts.  

Richard Gameson’s expertise in 

manuscript studies is visible in the 

extensive indices. Knowing very 

well how codicologists would like 
to be able to search a catalogue, he 

offers not only an extensive index 

of content that includes authors, 

texts, and the incipits of anonymous 

works and short texts, but Gameson 
also enables the reader to search the 

catalogue by iconography, cited 

manuscripts in other collections, 

and provenance. The meticulous 
references to any editions of the 

texts in the manuscripts and to any 

previous scholarship only testify 

more to Gameson’s scholarly 

achievement. A general 

bibliography for the catalogue 

would have perhaps made it even 

more user friendly.    

Gameson cites John Whytefelde, 

who made a catalogue in the 
fourteenth century, when 

expressing his hope that also his 

catalogue would ‘ad solicitam 

lectionis frequenciam fratres 

studiosos prouocet’. There is no 
doubt that this outstanding 

catalogue has achieved this. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Bibliographical details are as given 

by contributors, press releases or 
websites and the amount of 

information is variable.  

A Documentary History of the Book 

of Morgan, L.E. Morris (2019) 

ISBN: 978-0-19069-909-3. 

Archiving the British Raj: History 

of the Archival Policy of the 

Government of India, with selected 

Documents, 1858-1947, S. 

Bhattacharya (2018), ISBN: 978-0-

19948-992-3.  

Catalogue of Manuscripts in the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate Library: 

The Manuscripts of the Monastery 
of the Holy Trinity of Chalki. A 

Binggeli, M. Cassin, M. Cronier, 

M. Kouroupos (2019), ISBN: 978-

2-503-57434-9. 

English and Empire: Literary 
History, Dialect and the Digital 

Archive, D. West Brown (2018), 

ISBN: 978-1-108-42655-8. 

Fragmentology: A Journal for the 

Study of Medieval Manuscript 
Fragments, 1 (2018), DOI: 

10.24446/2nbp  

Imagining the Miraculous: 

Miraculous Images of the Virgin 

Mary in French Illuminated 
Manuscripts, ca. 1250-ca. 1450, A. 

Russakoff (2019), ISBN:  978-0-

88844-215-4. 

Making Archives in Early Modern 

Europe: Proof, Information and 
Political Record-Keeping, 1400-

1700. R.C. Head (2019), ISBN: 

978-1-108-47378-1. 

Manuscript Matters: Reading John 

Donne’s Poetry and Prose in Early 

Modern England, L.M. Crowley. 

(2018), ISBN: 978-0-198-82186-1. 

Manuscript Studies: A Journal of 

the Schoenberg Institute for 

Manuscript Studies, 3:2 (2018). 

Merovingian Letters and Letter 

Writers, A. Tyrrell (2019), ISBN: 

978-2-503-58358-7.  

Studies on Greek and Coptic 

Majuscule  Scripts and Books, P. 

Orsini. Studies in Manuscript 

Cultures, 15. (2019), ISBN: 978-3-

11-057544-6. 

Reading: A Very Short 

Introduction, B. Jack (2019), ISBN: 

978-0-19882-058-1. 

Robert Grosseteste’s Compotus, A. 
Lohr and C. Philipp E. Nothaft 

(eds) (2019), ISBN: 978-0-19882-

775-7. 

Shakespeare and Manuscript 
Drama: Canon, Collaboration and 

Text, J. Purkis (2018), ISBN: 978-

1-10755-210-4. 

The Cambridge Edition of the 

Works of Anne Finch, Countess of 
Winchilsea: Volume 2. Later 

Collections, Print and Manuscript, 

J. Keith and C. Thomas Kairoff 

(eds) (2019), ISBN: 978-1-10706-

865-0.   

The Oxford History of Popular 

Print Culture, R.J. Zboray and M. 

Saracino Zboray (eds) (2019), 

ISBN: 978-0-19873-481-9.  

The Print Collection of Cassiano 
dal Pozzo. II: Architecture, 

Topography and military Maps, M. 

McDonald (2019), ISBN: 978-1-

912554-21-8.  
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MANUSCRIPT OF JOHN DONNE 

POETRY DISCOVERED IN SUFFOLK 
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MANUSCRIPTS AFTER PRINT C.1450-1550: PRODUCING 

AND READING BOOKS DURING TECHNOLOGICAL 

CHANGE 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

(c) British Library Board, London, British Library C.123.d.32 

 

Dr Aditi Nafde discusses her Arts and Humanities Research 

Council funded project. 
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