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British Library, Arundel MS 98, f. 56r (detail). 

Initial M from the beginning of Book 7 of Historia Naturalis by Pliny the Elder, 
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See report by Tuija Ainonen on the Polonsky Foundation England and France Project, 

p. 6. 
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AMARC MEMBERSHIP 

Membership can be personal or in-

stitutional. Institutional members 

receive two copies of mailings, 

have triple voting rights, and may 

send staff to meetings at the 

members’ rate. Details and 

application forms are available 

from: www.amarc.org.uk. 

Enquiries about membership should 

be addressed to the Membership 

Secretary: Dr Richard Wragg, 

AMARC Membership Secretary, 

Archivist, The National Gallery 

Trafalgar Square, London, WC2N 

5DN; email: Richard.Wragg@ng-

london.org.uk.  

§We warmly congratulate Richard 

on gaining his doctorate. 

Please do remember to inform the 

Membership Secretary of any 

change in your email or postal 

address. 

Annual subscription rates (April–

March) are:  

Personal Membership: £10 

Institutional Membership: £30 

(For non-sterling cheques, please 

add £7 extra to cover bank charges). 

Please send your payment to: Dr 

Michael Stansfield, AMARC 

Treasurer, c/o Durham University 

Library, Palace Green, Durham 

DH1 3RN. Payment by standing 

order is welcomed. Forms can be  

 

obtained from the Membership 

Secretary or Treasurer. If more 

members with UK bank accounts 

could pay by standing order it 

would considerably decrease the 

amount of time spent on 

administration. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Many thanks to all contributors to 

this issue, including the following 

whose help or contributions are un-

attributed: 

Nicolas Bell, Maredudd ap Huw, 

Jane Maxwell, Martine Meuwese 

and Pamela Robinson. Thanks are 

also due to the British Library, 

Board of Trinity College Dublin, 

and the National Library of Wales 

for the use of photographs.  

The views expressed herein are 

those of the Editor and other named 

contributors. In addition to contri-

butions from individuals, inform-

ation has been taken from a variety 

of websites, press releases etc., the 

accuracy of which cannot be 

guaranteed. You are advised to 

confirm details, especially if 

travelling to events or exhibitions. 

DEADLINE for publication in  

Issue no. 69 is 1 September 2017. 

Please send your articles or any 

news of interest to AMARC 

members to the editor: Dr Ceridwen 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/
mailto:Richsrd.Wragg@ng-london.org.uk
mailto:Richsrd.Wragg@ng-london.org.uk
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Lloyd-Morgan 

(c.lloydmorgan@btinternet.com). 

Images submitted should be 

delivered via e-mail or file-share.  

AMARC GRANTS 
AMARC members are reminded 

that applications may be made for 

projects that bring AMARC and its 

activities to a wider audience and 

support the stated aim of AMARC: 

to promote the accessibility, 

preservation and archives of all 

periods in libraries and other 

research collections in Great Britain 

and Ireland. Typical examples are: 

contributing to the costs of holding 

conferences and workshops; 

support for small projects such as 

the web-publication of unpublished 

catalogues of manuscripts; 

assistance to scholars in obtaining 

reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of projects 

whose aims are in line with those of 

AMARC; the provision of 

equipment to facilitate access to 

manuscripts; assistance with the 

necessary purchase of manuscripts 

and archives to benefit the AMARC 

community; carrying out 

conservation work on manuscripts 

and archives.  

Applicants must be fully paid-up 

individual or institutional 

members, of at least one year’s 

standing, and should read carefully 

the detailed information about 

applying found at 

www.amarc.org.uk/grants.htm. 

Funding levels may vary from year 

to year, but it is anticipated that the 

Committee will make awards of not 

more than £1000 each, and of not 

more than £3000 in total each year. 

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, 

conference or work; its overall cost; 

the grant being sought; the names 

and addresses of two referees; 

details of the addressee for the 

cheque. Applications should be 

submitted to Dr Michael Stansfield, 

AMARC Treasurer, c/o Durham 

University Library, Palace Green, 

Durham DH1 3RN or 

HUm.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk, at 

any time. They will usually be 

considered at the next Committee 

meeting (held in April and 

November) and successful 

applicants will be informed soon 

thereafter. 

Grant recipients will be required to 

submit for publication in this 

Newsletter a brief report (300-500 

words) of the use to which the grant 

was put.  

AMARC MEETINGS 
Spring Meeting 

University of Leeds 

29 March 2017 

A very successful meeting was held 

in Leeds at the University’s 

Treasures of the Brotherton Gallery, 

the new exhibition space and 

meeting room which opened last 

year. Joanne Fitton, Head of Special 

Collections, welcomed us and 

provided an overview of the 

collections and areas of 

responsibility, which include the 

university’s art collections as well 

as rare books, manuscripts and 

archives, the latter including 

records of the old cemetery now 

within the university campus. 

Rhiannon Lawrence-Francis, 

Collections and Engagement 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/grants.htm
mailto:m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk
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Manager (Rare Books and Maps) 

explained how the library’s 

founder, industrialist Lord 

Brotherton (1859–1930) caught the 

collecting bug after failing in his 

attempt to buy the Towneley 

manuscript of the Wakefield 

medieval mystery plays in 1920, 

when he was mayor of Wakefield. 

As collectors he and his niece-in-

law, Dorothy Una Ratcliffe, worked 

closely with his librarian, J. A. 

Symington (later disgraced and 

dismissed). At his death, Brotherton 

bequeathed his collections to the 

University, stipulating that they 

should be open to all, a principle at 

the heart of the new facilities. The 

target audiences therefore extend 

beyond the university to schools, 

special interest and community 

groups, as well as ‘culture vultures’. 

The main collections of designated 

national or international importance 

include English literature, cookery, 

Romany, the Leeds Russian archive 

and the Liddle collection of First 

World War material. Drawing on 

these collections for its displays, the 

new Treasures gallery has had a 

successful first year, attracting 

22000 visitors. 

David Morris, Archivist at the West 

Yorkshire Archive Service in 

Wakefield, then provided a lively 

account of the recent move of the 

archives from the old Registry 

building, which had opened in 1933 

then became the West Yorkshire 

County Record Office in 1974, to a 

brand-new building. Poor public 

access, including storage areas not 

up to PD5454 standard and a lift 

terminating in the gentlemen’s 

lavatories, had necessitated the 

move, and enabled the archivist and 

his staff to decamp to well-designed 

premises with infinitely better 

facilities for storage, staff and users. 

Thanks to careful planning, no 

items were lost in the move, and 

after a closed period of barely eight 

months, the archives, which 

comprise county-wide collections 

as well as those for Wakefield and 

district, reopened in February this 

year. 

The morning session ended with a 

fascinating account by Richard 

Davies of the Leeds Russian 

archive. The collections include 

archives of British families living in 

Russia and various British-Russian 

associations, the Russian refugee 

association Zemgor, and papers of 

notable Russian émigrés, including 

the first Russian winner of the 

Nobel literature prize, Ivan Bunin, 

whose copyrights the University 

also controls; in addition, there are 

some 10000 books which have 

accompanied archives and remain 

within Special Collections. The 

Russian Archive is currently 

represented in the gallery by an 

exhibition on the British 

Community in Petrograd, 1917-18.  

The lunch break brought 

opportunities not only for members 

to socialize but also to visit the 

current exhibition and enjoy an 

informal presentation by Rhiannon 

Lawrence-Francis on marginalia 

and provenance of some fine 

examples of early printed books.  

The afternoon session opened with 

Laura Nuvoloni introducing us to 

the remarkable library of Holkham 

Hall, and to her own work there as 

Manuscripts Cataloguer. This 18th-
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century country house was built in a 

severe Palladian style for Thomas 

Coke (1697–1759), 1st Earl of 

Leicester. Coke had toured Italy in 

the 1710s, forming his aesthetic 

ideas and building his collection. 

Pleasingly, a library was part of the 

hall’s design from the beginning. 

The collections are wide-ranging, 

with archives and fine manuscripts 

from the 12th century onwards and 

printed books from the 15th century 

onwards. Laura is currently 

continuing the work of Suzanne 

Reynolds, whose catalogue of 

Holkham manuscripts from Italy 

was published in 2015. 

Returning to the public sector, 

Cynthia Johnson’s presentation 

focused on the R. E. Hart collection 

of books and manuscripts held at 

the Blackburn Museum. Like Lord 

Brotherton, the rope-maker Hart 

(1878–1946) was one of a number 

of industrialist book collectors from 

the north of England. His written-

word collection ranges from 

inscribed clay tablets and papyri to 

manuscripts from the 13th century 

onwards and rare books from the 

16th century onwards. The books 

include Islamic as well as western 

texts. Following a successful 

exhibition and conference in 2013, 

grant funding has been found for 

professional cataloguing, now well 

under way, while a new reading 

room for the Hart Collection is 

being installed, illustrating how a 

public exhibition can lead to 

academic project. 

The final paper, by Tim Procter, 

Collections and Engagement 

Manager (Archives and 

Manuscripts), brought us back to 

the Brotherton, as he discussed 

student engagement with archival 

collections at Leeds, an increasingly 

important concern for all 

universities with archives and 

manuscript holdings. 

We are very grateful to the staff at 

the Brotherton for hosting this well 

attended and enjoyable meeting. As 

ever, thanks are due to AMARC 

officers: Bernard Meehan (Chair), 

for chairing the meeting, and 

especially to Suzanne Paul 

(meetings Secretary) for all her hard 

work in organizing the event, 

including sustaining us with a 

delicious lunch.  

FORTHCOMING AMARC 

MEETINGS 

Plans are already afoot for AMARC 

meetings next autumn and in spring 

2018. Further details will be 

emailed to members and announced 

on our website in good time.  

PERSONAL NEWS 

Richard W. Pfaff: Memorial 

Service 

Many members of AMARC will 

remember Richard W. Pfaff, 

Professor of History at Chapel Hill, 

North Carolina, who died on 10 

July 2016 at the age of 79. He spent 

most summers travelling around the 

libraries of England to study 

medieval manuscripts, and his 

publications included the biography 

of M. R. James (1980) and The 

Liturgy in Medieval England: A 

History (2009). Dick was a Rhodes 

Scholar at Magdalen College, 

Oxford in 1957–9 and returned as a 

visiting fellow in 1990–1. A 

Memorial Service of Choral 
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Vespers will be held in Magdalen 

College Chapel on Friday 12th May  

2017 at 6 p.m. The service will be 

directed by Mark Williams, 

Informator Choristarum, and sung 

by the Academical Clerks of 

Magdalen. The music will feature 

plainsong and music by 

Monteverdi, one of Dick’s favourite 

composers. All are welcome to this 

free service. Refreshments will be 

served afterwards. For more details, 

contact the Revd Dr. Jonathan 

Arnold, Dean of Divinity, 

Magdalen College, Oxford 

(choir@magd.ox.ac.uk). 

Dr A. I. Doyle 

Dr Ian Doyle, President and former 

Chair of AMARC, has recently 

been in hospital undergoing 

surgery. We send him our very best 

wishes for a speedy recovery. 

PROJECTS 

The Polonsky Foundation 

England and France Project: 

Manuscripts from the British 

Library and the Bibliothèque 

nationale de France, 700-1200 

Report by Tuija Ainonen, The 

Polonsky Foundation Project 

Curator at the British Library 

In October 2016 the British Library 

and the Bibliothèque nationale de 

France announced an exciting new 

collaborative project to open up 

further the illuminated manuscript 

collections held by the two 

libraries. The two national libraries 

will work together to create two 

new websites. One, being built by 

the Bibliothèque nationale de 

France, will be a new IIIF 

compatible bilingual website that 

will allow side-by-side comparison 

of 400 manuscripts from each 

collection. The British Library will 

create another bilingual website 

with articles and information about 

selected manuscripts intended for a 

general audience. The latter will 

feature highlights from the most 

important project manuscripts and 

provide a historical context for 

them. Both websites will be online 

by November 2018. 

The project will add to the growing 

numbers of digitised manuscript 

material available in full online. At 

the British Library, over 9,600 

items are currently available on our 

Digitised Manuscripts website, 

https://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/. 

Similarly, thousands of items are 

available from the Bibliothèque 

nationale de France collections on 

its website, Gallica, 

http://www.bnf.fr/en/collections_an

d_services/digital_libraries_gallica.

html.  

The focus of the digitisation project 

will be on manuscripts produced on 

either side of the English Channel 

between 700 and 1200. These 

illustrate the close cultural and 

political exchange of the period, in 

which scribes moved and worked in 

what is now France and England. 

Decorated manuscripts containing 

variety of texts of literary, 

historical, biblical, theological, 

legal and scientific nature will be 

included, representing the mutual 

strengths of the British Library and 

the Bibliothèque nationale de 

France. Online access to these 

manuscripts will support new 

research into how manuscripts—

and people—travelled around 

Europe. We hope that this will 

permit new connections to be made 
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by studying the two collections side 

by side. 

In addition to digitisation, the 

project will include other activities 

aimed at researchers and the general 

public. We anticipate that around 

twelve manuscripts digitised will be 

displayed in a major international 

exhibition on Anglo-Saxon England 

to be held at the British Library 

from 19 October 2018 to 19 

February 2019, which will highlight 

connections between Anglo-Saxon 

England and the Continent.  

A conference at the British Library 

(13-14 December 2018) will 

coincide with the Anglo-Saxon 

exhibition, and a project conference 

will be held at the Bibliothèque 

nationale de France in 2018. We 

will also produce an illustrated 

book showcasing significant 

manuscripts from the collections. 

Another output will be a film on the 

digitisation project that, together 

with the other aspects of the public 

programme that will open up new 

paths into our collections for a 

variety of audiences. 

This exciting project is made 

possible by a generous grant from 

The Polonsky Foundation. Dr 

Leonard Polonsky commented that 

‘our Foundation is privileged to be 

supporting these two leading 

institutions in preserving the riches 

of the world’s cultural heritage and 

making them available in 

innovative and creative ways, both 

to scholars and to a wider public’. 

The Polonsky Foundation is a UK-

registered charity that primarily 

supports cultural heritage, 

scholarship in the humanities and 

social sciences, and innovation in 

higher education and the arts.  

You can follow our updates and 

latest progress through our 

Medieval Manuscripts blog 

(blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts) 

and Twitter (@BLMedieval). See 

illustration on front cover. 

The Rijmbijbel digitisation project 

Under the supervision of art 

historian Dr Martine Meuwese, 

students from Utrecht University 

and Antwerp University are 

collaborating with the Royal 

Library in Brussels to make a web-

exhibition of MS 15001, the first 

illuminated manuscript in Dutch. 

This late 13th-century copy of 

Jacob van Maerlant’s Rijmbijbel 

(Bible in Rhyme) contains no less 

than 163 illustrations in paint and 

gold leaf, but the paint is starting to 

peel off the parchment. The 

miniatures and marginal 

decorations will now be restored to 

prevent further deterioration. High 

resolution images will be published 

on the website of the Royal Library 

of Belgium, making the entire 

manuscript accessible to a wide 

audience. The website will also 

provide background information on 

the manuscript and the context of 

its origins in the 13th century. For 

further information  

https://www.uu.nl/nieuws/studenten

-maken-online-tentoonstelling-van-

kostbaar-13e-eeuws-handschrift. 

Between Runes and Manuscripts 

This project at the University of 

Oslo’s Department of Linguistics 

and Scandinavian Studies will focus 

on Roman-alphabet inscriptions in 

Viking Age and Medieval Norway, 

a category of written documents 

that, unlike Norwegian manuscripts 

and runic inscriptions, has received 
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remarkably little attention. The 

primary objective is to provide a 

comprehensive study of Roman-

alphabet inscriptions from Viking 

Age and medieval Norway, for it is 

not possible to understand Viking 

Age and Medieval literacy unless 

the implications of the triangular 

relationship between manuscripts, 

runes and Roman-alphabet 

epigraphy are elucidated. These 

inscriptions are found on a wide 

range of objects, coins being the 

earliest. Later examples include 

inscribed grave-stones, church 

bells, church decorations and 

liturgical objects such as chalices, 

inscriptions on lead sheets, drinking 

horns, seals and jewellery, and 

graffiti. The first stage will be to 

construct a database of the 

inscriptions; this will be the 

foundation for further analysis in 

second stage.  

Running from August 2017 to 

February 2021, the project is 

funded by the Research Council of 

Norway. The project works in 

cooperation with the Centre for the 

Study of the Viking Age, The 

University of Nottingham. Full 

details at: 

http://www.hf.uio.no/iln/english/res

earch/projects/between-runes-and-

manuscripts/index.html. 

Mapping Manuscript Migrations: 

Digging into Data for the History 

and Provenance of Pre-Modern 

European Manuscripts  

Hundreds of thousands of pre-

modern European manuscripts have 

survived until the present day. As 

the result of changes in their 

ownership over the centuries, they 

are now spread all over the world. 

Collectively they constitute a great 

cultural and scholarly treasure. 

There are many sources of data 

relating to them, and new sources 

continue to proliferate in the digital 

environment. This project will link 

disparate datasets from Europe and 

North America to provide an 

international view of the history and 

provenance of these manuscripts. 

The aggregated data will enable 

researchers to analyse and visualize 

these topics at scales ranging from 

individual manuscripts to thousands 

of manuscripts. The research will 

address their origins and 

movements, and the collectors and 

owners involved in their history, 

and it will show how these 

manuscripts have travelled across 

time and space to their current 

locations, where they continue to 

find new audiences.  

The project will run from 2017 to 

2019, as part of the Digging into 

Data Challenge, which is funded by 

16 funding bodies in 11 countries 

through the Trans-Atlantic 

Platform. The principal 

investigators are: Toby Burrows, 

(University of Oxford), Eero 

Hyvönen (Aalto University, 

Finland), Lynn Ransom (University 

of Pennsylvania) and Hanno 

Wijsman (IRHT, Paris). Further 

information at: 

https://diggingintodata.org/awards/2

016/project/mapping-manuscript-

migrations-digging-data-history-

and-provenance-pre-modern.  

Building Manuscripts: The Edge 

Hill University 3D Parametric 

Modelling Project 

Dr Brian Farrimond presents a 

new modelling project in 

https://diggingintodata.org/awards/2016/project/mapping-manuscript-migrations-digging-data-history-and-provenance-pre-modern
https://diggingintodata.org/awards/2016/project/mapping-manuscript-migrations-digging-data-history-and-provenance-pre-modern
https://diggingintodata.org/awards/2016/project/mapping-manuscript-migrations-digging-data-history-and-provenance-pre-modern
https://diggingintodata.org/awards/2016/project/mapping-manuscript-migrations-digging-data-history-and-provenance-pre-modern
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development, opening up new 

possibilities for manuscripts 

research. 

The 3D Parametric Modelling 

Project at Edge Hill University is 

developing applications that enable 

people who have no special skills in 

3D modelling to create quickly 

complex, realistic and dynamic 

models and visualisations. 

So far we have created Builder 

tools for modelling churches, ships 

and railways. The appearance of 

Christopher de Hamel’s Meetings 

with Remarkable Manuscripts made 

us ask if we could apply our 

techniques to a completely different 

kind of target, so we have created a 

prototype tool we call Manuscript 

Builder. 

Unlike traditional 3D modelling 

tools like 3D Studio Max and 

Sketchup which build models from 

boxes, spheres and cylinders etc., 

and require a long learning curve, 

our Builder tools enable novice 

users to create complex, dynamic 

models by adding real-world 

components such as ship hulls, 

church naves etc., and customising 

their parameters such as length and 

width. This feature enables us to 

target non-specialist users such as 

in schools and in the various 

heritage sectors. 

By adding Manuscript Builder to 

our software we aim to enable users 

to build a manuscript from 

components including quires, 

bifolia, rulings, text and images. 

The software includes a feature to 

generate replica fonts from images 

of manuscript pages for use in 

models of manuscripts created with 

the builder software. The replicated 

fonts are amenable to further 

analysis and comparison. 

Our target user group includes 

primary and secondary school 

children. The limited time available 

within the educational curricula for 

3D modelling has driven the design 

of the tools. Users need to learn and 

get benefit from the tools quickly 

and that is what we believe the tools 

provide. We have presented 

successful sessions to Year 5 and 

Year 6 children (9 to 11 years old) 

in local primary schools, in which 

they have learned about and built 

churches, ships and steam 

locomotives in a way that meets 

many National Curriculum aims. 

Can they do the same by building 

manuscripts? 

We have made a YouTube video 

showing the prototype Manuscript 

Builder in action including font 

replication and dynamic manuscript 

creation. It can be found at 

https://youtu.be/it10b2dcGsM or by 

searching for manuscriptbuilder on 

YouTube. We are keen to find 

AMARC members who would be 

interested in advising us regarding 

its suitability and how it ought to be 

developed.  If you are interested in 

helping us make the tool useful or 

would like to use it for your work 

or with your students then please 

get in touch with us – 

brian.farrimond@edgehill.ac.uk. 

Our project web site is: 

https://www.edgehill.ac.uk/compute

rscience/research/projects/3d-

parametric-modelling/. 

 

LECTURES 
Utrecht, Centre for Medieval 

Studies 
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17 May 2017, 5pm. 

Prof. Dr. Eef Overgaauw 

(Staatsbibliothek Berlin) will speak 

on ‘Handtekeningen in 

middeleeuwse handschriften: 

miniaturisten, boekbinders, 

kopiisten, auteurs’ (‘signatures’ of 

authors, scribes, illuminators and 

binders in medieval manuscripts 

Contact: Prof. Bart Besamusca 

(A.A.M.Besamusca@uu.nl) 

CONFERENCES 

Animals in Medieval Culture 

London Medieval Society 

colloquium 

Joseph Rotblat Building, QMUL, 

Charterhouse Square, London 

6 May 2017 

Speakers will be Bob Mills (UCL), 

Sheila Sweetinburgh (Kent) and 

Patricia Stewart (Oxford English 

Dictionary). The meeting will 

explore the animal ‘turn’ – 

everything from defining medieval 

beasts, to discussing elephants, 

pigs, and even the imaginary 

phoenix. For information, including 

the programme, visit 

https://londonmedievalsociety.com/

colloquia/. Register online at: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ani

mals-in-medieval-culture-tickets-

32999922657. 

Le XIXe siècle en lumière : 

redécouverte et revalorisation de 

l’enluminure médiévale en 

France au temps du livre 

industriel 

Université Rennes 2, Rennes 

18–19 May 2017 

Noticed in Newsletter no. 67. 

This conference aims to scope and 

map French knowledge and 

interpretation of the art of 

illumination from the 1800s to the 

eve of World War I, from 

bibliophiles to publishing house and 

from erudite studies to artistic 

practice. Details at www.centre-

congres-rennes.fr/fr/agenda-

couvent/illumina-le-xixe-siecle-en-

lumiere. Contact: marie.jacob-

yapi@univ-rennes2.fr or 

nathalie.pineaufarge@gmail.com. 

Layers of Parchment, Layers of 

Time: Reconstructing 

Manuscripts: 800–1600 

An Interdisciplinary Symposium 

Pembroke College, University of 

Cambridge 

23 June 2017 

This interdisciplinary conference 

will explore various issues 

surrounding the complex subject of 

manuscripts whose parts have 

become dislodged and subsequently 

had diverging histories. Our goal is 

to foster dialogues between 

different disciplines on how to 

approach dismembered 

manuscripts, from intellectual and 

practical perspectives. 

Panels will be arranged 

thematically, grouping papers by 

geographical and temporal subject 

rather than by academic discipline. 

The conference will be of interest to 

those working in art history, 

palaeography/codicology, 

manuscript studies and 

conservation, digital humanities, 

history, museum studies, and 

beyond. Themes may include: the 

manuscript as an object made in 

layers over time; digital 

reconstruction of manuscripts; new 

approaches to understanding 

reception; methodologies for 

tracing lost/stolen fragments and 

leaves; methodologies for 
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reconstructing manuscripts; 

economic, political, and legal 

consequences of reconstructing 

manuscripts; reconstructed 

manuscripts in their original 

contexts; modern methods of 

preservation for loose 

fragments/leaves; the art market as 

a means for fragment/leaf 

distribution; the role of collectors 

(public institutions and private 

individuals). The conference 

proceedings are expected to be 

published. The keynote lecture will 

be given by Dr. David Rundle 

(University of Essex). For 

information or to register, visit: 

http://reconstructingmanuscripts201

7.wordpress.com. 

Gower, His Contemporaries, and 

Their Legacy in MSS and Early 

Printed Books, 1350–1550: 

Early Book Society and John 

Gower Society Congress 

University of Durham 

9–14 July 2017 

Noticed in Newsletter no. 67. 

This joint conference is organised 

locally by Elizabeth Archibald and 

Corinne Saunders (Department of 

English Studies, Durham), and the 

co-chairs are Martha Driver (Early 

Book Society) and Bob Yeager 

(John Gower Society). Registration 

for this event is now open: in order 

to register, please visit: 

www.dur.ac.uk/conference.booking

/details/?id=694. 

Two optional excursions will take 

place on 12 and 14 April. Academic 

queries about the conference should 

be addressed to Bob Yeager 

(rfyeager@hotmail.com), or Martha 

Driver (mdriver@pace.edu); for 

practical arrangements please 

contact Anna Dow 

(a.e.dow@durham.ac.uk), in the 

first instance. 

The conference will include three 

plenary lectures, which will be 

given by Professor A.S.G. Edwards 

(University of Kent), Professor 

Bonnie Krueger (Hamilton 

College), and Professor John 

O’Brien (Durham University). 

Social and Intellectual 

Networking in the Early Middle 

Ages  

Radboud University 

Nijmegen, Netherlands 

31 August–2 September 2017 

Co-organised by Networks of 

Knowledge and Networks and 

Neighbours, this international, 

interdisciplinary conference aims to 

explore the existence, performance 

and sustainability of diverse 

scholarly, intellectual, social, and 

material networks in early medieval 

worlds. It will engage with 

manuscripts, artefacts and theories 

over several panels framed by two 

categories: people and history, and 

ideas and society. The first 

references networks of scholars, 

thinkers, writers, and the social and 

political histories related to their 

productions. The second imagines 

the transmission of ‘knowledge’, as 

information, as rhetoric, as object, 

and as epistemic grounding. In 

addition, a dedicated panel will 

consider the applicability of social 

network theory for early medieval 

studies. Proceedings are expected to 

be published. The keynote speakers 

will be Prof. Eileen Joy (Punctum 

Books, BABEL Working Group, 

and Postmedieval) and Prof. 

Yitzhak Hen (Ben-Gurion 

University of the Negev). The 
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conference is entirely free and open 

to anyone. For details contact: 

conference@networksofknowledge.

org. 

Networks of Knowledge (NoK) & 

Networks and Neighbours (N&N) 

are two projects dedicated to 

interrogating social, political and 

intellectual connectivity, 

competition and communication 

between persons, places and things 

in Late Antiquity and the Early 

Middle Ages.  

Scribes and the Presentation of 

Texts (from Antiquity to c. 1550) 

CIPL Annual Meeting 

Beinecke Library  

Yale University  

6–8 September 2017 

The 20th annual meeting of the 

Comité International de 

Paléographie Latine will be the first 

ever held in the USA, at the newly 

renovated Beinecke Library. 

Registration is now open at: 

http://www.cvent.com/d/mvqvsm. 

For more information on the 

conference, visit: 

http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/Lati

nPaleography2017; see also the 

CIPL website at 

http://www.palaeographia.org/cipl/

yale/index.htm. 

Monasteries in the digital 

humanities 

Kraków-Tyniec Benedictine 

Abbey 

Poland 

13–16 September 2017 

This international conference is 

organised by the Friends of History 

Society in Wrocław, Branch of the 

Polish Historical Society, in 

collaboration with the Institute of 

History, University of Wrocław, 

Institute of History, University of 

Opole, and the Benedictine Abbey 

of Tyniec. The themes are: 

presentation of the history of 

monasteries and religious orders on 

the internet (monasticons, portals 

and blogs, websites, databases, 

maps etc.); digital reconstruction of 

former monasteries, virtual 

monastery libraries, utility rooms in 

monasteries etc.; digitisation of the 

written legacy of monasteries; 

creation of platforms providing 

information and bringing together 

scholars researching monasteries; 

dissemination of knowledge of 

monasteries and religious orders 

online; possibilities of creating an 

online monasticon encompassing 

monasteries located both in Europe 

(including Poland) and other parts 

of the world; digital tools and 

resources in humanities research.  

The languages of the conference 

will be generally international 

conference languages, though some 

separate sections may be devoted to 

Polish topics. Conference 

proceedings will be published. 

There will be a tour of Kraków 

monasteries on 16 September.  

For information visit: www.pol-

int.org/pl/node/5221.  

Charlemagne’s Ghost: Legacies, 

Leftovers, and Legends of the 

Carolingian Empire  

44th Annual New England 

Medieval Conference  

Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT)  

Cambridge, MA  

7 October 2017  

The keynote lecture, by Simon 

MacLean (University of St. 

Andrews), will be ‘What Was Post-

http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/LatinPaleography2017
http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/LatinPaleography2017
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Carolingian about Post-Carolingian 

Europe?’ Call for papers: Scholars 

have long recognized that the 

Frankish emperor Charlemagne 

(768-814) and his dynasty – the 

Carolingians – played an important 

role in the formation of medieval 

Europe. Yet they still debate the 

long-term consequences of the 

collapse of the Carolingian empire 

in 888 and the diverse ways in 

which Charlemagne’s family 

shaped subsequent medieval 

civilization. This conference invites 

medievalists of all disciplines and 

specializations to investigate the 

legacies, leftovers, and legends of 

the Carolingian empire in the 

central and later Middle Ages. A 

wide array of Carolingian legacies 

will be considered in the realms of 

kingship and political culture, 

literature and poetry, art and 

architecture, manuscripts and 

material artefacts, the Church and 

monasticism, as well as Europe’s 

relations with its neighbours and the 

wider Byzantine and Muslim 

worlds. Participants should reflect 

on the ways in which later medieval 

rulers, writers, artists, and 

communities both remembered and 

forgot Charlemagne, the 

Carolingians, and the Frankish 

empire: in short, the ways in which 

Charlemagne’s ghost haunted the 

medieval world. 

Please send an abstract of 250 

words and a CV by 1 July 2017 to 

Eric Goldberg (egoldber@mit.edu) 

via email attachment, providing 

name, institution, the title of 

proposal, and email address.  

Editing the Antique: Copies of 

Illustrated Antique and Late 

Antique Manuscripts between 

800 and 1200 (44th Saint Louis 

Conference on Manuscript 

Studies) 

13–14 October 2017 

The Saint Louis Conference on 

Manuscript Studies is the longest 

running annual conference in North 

America devoted exclusively to 

medieval and Renaissance 

manuscript studies. Organised by 

the Vatican Film Library in 

conjunction with its journal, 

Manuscripta, the two-day 

programme offers a variety of 

sessions addressing the production, 

distribution, reception, and 

transmission of pre-modern 

manuscripts, including such topics 

as paleography, codicology, 

illumination, textual transmission, 

library history, provenance, 

cataloguing, and others. Guest 

lecture: Dr. Marianna Shreve 

Simpson, Visiting Scholar, 

University of Pennsylvania, 

‘Persian Manuscripts and the 

Meaning of Masterpiece’. For 

information visit: 

http://lib.slu.edu/special-

collections/programs/conference. 

Historians of Netherlandish Art 

Conference 

Het Pand, Ghent, 24–6 May 2018  

The conference will take place in 

Het Pand, the former Dominican 

monastery located in the historic 

city centre. The conference aims to 

stimulate new approaches, 

methodologies and interpretations. 

Themed sessions will include 

‘Netherlandish Illumination and 

Painting in the 15th and 16th 

centuries: Integrating new art-

technical research in established 

approaches’. For full details visit 
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http://www.hnanews.org/hna/confer

ences/#. 

 

GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS 

OXFORD BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 

SOCIETY GRANTS 

The Oxford Bibliographical Society 

offers an annual series of grants to 

help in defraying the costs of 

holding conferences, exhibitions 

and workshops; to support small 

projects such as the web-

publication of unpublished 

catalogues of manuscripts and 

printed books; and to provide 

assistance to scholars in obtaining 

reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of projects 

whose aims are in line with those of 

the Oxford Bibliographical Society. 

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, 

conference or work (no more than 

200 words); its overall cost with a 

break-down of how the grant would 

be used; the name, address and e-

mail address of one referee; and the 

applicant’s contact details 

(including a postal address). 

Applications should be submitted to 

the Secretary by 31 March in each 

year and will be evaluated by 

Council at its Spring Meeting. 

Applications received after 31 

March will be considered in the 

following year’s round of grants. 

Successful applicants will be 

informed as soon as possible after 

the spring meeting and the results 

announced at the Society’s AGM 

and on its website.  

The applicant need not be a 

member of the Society. 

Applications need not relate to 

Oxford, however Oxford-based or 

Oxford-related submissions may be 

prioritised. Funding levels may vary 

from year to year, but it is 

anticipated that Council will make 

awards of not more than £1,500 in 

total in each year.  

Successful applicants will be 

required to mention the contribution 

of the Society in any written, 

printed, on-line or other visual 

material relating to the event, work 

or research, and to submit for 

publication via the website and 

other appropriate means a brief 

report (300–500 words) on the use 

to which the grant was put.  

Contact: The Honorary Secretary, 

Oxford Bibliographical Society, 

secretary@oxbibsoc.org.uk.  

Schoenberg Institute for 

Manuscript Studies (SIMS) 

Visiting Research Fellowships, 

2017-18 

The SIMS Visiting Research 

Fellowships have been established 

to encourage research relating to the 

pre-modern manuscript collections 

at the University of Pennsylvania 

Libraries, including the Schoenberg 

Collection. Affiliated with the 

University of Pennsylvania, located 

near other manuscript-rich research 

collections (the University of 

Pennsylvania Museum of 

Archaeology and Anthropology, the 

Free Library of Philadelphia, the 

Chemical Heritage Foundation, and 

the Rosenbach Museum and 

Library, among many others), and 

linked to the local and international 

scholarly communities, SIMS offers 

Fellows a network of resources and 

opportunities for collaboration. 

Fellows will be encouraged to 

interact with SIMS staff, Penn 
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faculty, and other medieval and 

early modern scholars in the 

Philadelphia area. Fellows will also 

be expected to present their 

research at Penn Libraries either 

during the term of the fellowship or 

on a selected date following the 

completion of the term.  

Applications are due on 1 May 

2017. More information on 

eligibility and the application 

process is available here: 

https://schoenberginstitute.org/visiti

ng-research-fellowships-2.  

For more information on SIMS, 

visit: http://schoenberginstitute.org/.  

 

Sambrook Fund Studentship 

The Institute of English Studies has 

announced the creation of the 

Sambrook Fund Studentship. This 

studentship provides full-fee tuition 

(Home/EU rate) for the Institute’s 

MA/MRes in the History of the 

Book programme during the 2017–

18 academic year. Candidates must 

demonstrate academic excellence, 

and preference will be given to 

those candidates who can 

demonstrate financial need. For 

more information about the 

studentship, including application 

details, visit 

http://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-

training/masters-courses/. 

Applicants must both register on 

MA programme and submit their 

studentship applications by 30 June 

2017. Applicants will be notified by 

14 July 2017, and the MA 

programme commences in late 

September 2017. Any queries 

should be sent to Hannah Pope, 

Postgraduate Administrator: 

hannah.pope@sas.ac.uk. 

 

COURSES 

ManuSciences ‘17  

Villa Clythia 

CAES du CNRS  

FRÉJUS  

10–15 September, 2017 

Applications are invited by 1 May 

2017 for ManuSciences ‘17, a 

summer school in manuscript 

studies combining history and 

philology with material sciences, 

digital humanities and computer 

science. The summer school, taking 

place on the Côte d’Azur, is jointly 

organized by the Bundesanstalt für 

Materialforschung und -Prüfung 

(BAM), Berlin, the Centre for the 

Study of Manuscript Cultures (SFB 

950), Hamburg and the École 

Pratique des Hautes Études-PSL 

Paris Research University.  

For further information please visit 

the manusciences websites: 

https://www.bam.de/Content/EN/E

vents/2017/1115-manusciences-17-

summer-school.html or 

http://humanum.ephe.fr/fr/manuscie

nces17. 

London International 

Palaeography Summer School 

Senate House, Malet Street, 

London, WC1E 7HU 

12–16 June 2017 

The London International 

Palaeography Summer School is a 

series of intensive courses in 

Palaeography and Manuscript 

Studies. Courses range from a half 

to two days’ duration and are given 

by experts in their respective fields 

from a wide range of institutions. 

Subject areas this year include 

Latin, Middle English, Early 

Modern English, German, Greek, 

Medieval Spanish and Merovingian 

http://sas.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2f7a3d9b0a7070b9dd8cb2c7&id=2d13b66294&e=2c5ae7510b
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palaeography, calligraphy, 

illuminated manuscripts, 

codicology, manuscript editing and 

liturgical and devotional 

manuscripts. 

The Summer School is hosted by 

the Centre for Manuscript and Print 

Studies with the co-operation of the 

British Library, the Institute of 

Historical Research, Senate House 

Library, the Warburg Institute, 

University College, King’s College 

London and the Victoria and Albert 

Museum. A display of medieval 

writing materials, which includes 

the possibility of practical use of 

certain medieval items, will be 

exhibited during certain lunch 

breaks, and is open to all 

participants of the Summer School. 

Deadline for applications to the 

School is 2 June 2017. For full 

details visit: 

http://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study–

training/summer-schools/. 

 

London Rare Books School 

Senate House, University of 

London 

26–30 June, 3–17 July, 10–14 

July. 

The London Rare Books School 

(LRBS) is a series of five-day, 

intensive courses on a variety of 

book-related subjects taught in and 

around Senate House. Each course 

lasts five days. This year’s 

programme includes a new course 

on the history of the book in 

Scotland, from the 18th century to 

the present. Bookings cannot be 

made for individual days. Course 

fees must be paid in full by 10 June 

2017; bursaries are available, but 

applications for them must be 

submitted by 1 May 2017. For full 

details visit: 

http://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study–

training/summer–schools/. 

 

EXHIBITIONS 
Information has been drawn from 

press-releases and websites as well 

as contributions from our members 

and colleagues. Please check 

opening dates and times and other 

details before travelling as these 

may vary from those given here. 

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 

Fallen Poets: Edward Thomas & 

Hedd Wyn 

Until 2 September 2017 

A centennial commemoration of 

two Welsh poets who were killed in 

action during 1917. The English-

language poet Edward Thomas fell 

at Arras on 9 April 1917, and 

Welsh-language poet Ellis 

Humphrey Evans (Hedd Wyn) was 

killed at Passchendaele on 31 July 

1917. Both poets drew their 

inspiration from the countryside, in 

stark contrast to their experiences of 

the horrors of the Trenches. 

Stories of the Saints 

Until 3 June 2017 

The culmination of a four-year 

AHRC-funded project, this 

exhibition, curated by researchers at 

The University of Wales Centre for 

Advanced Welsh and Celtic 

Studies, focuses on the lives of 

saints Gwenfrewi (Winifred) and 

Dewi (David). It coincides with the 

production of an electronic edition 

of the poetry, prose and genealogies 

which make up the medieval 

Welsh-language hagiographical 

corpus. 
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Wales and the Arthurian Legend 

22 July–16 December 2017 

The Arthurian Legend is arguably 

Wales’s most successful 

international export. The National 

Library of Wales has long been a 

thriving centre for Arthurian 

studies, based on its unrivalled 

collections of source materials - 

both manuscript and printed - from 

the medieval period to the present. 

This exhibition show-cases some of 

the Library’s greatest Arthurian 

treasures, from the enigmatic 

warrior’s earliest appearances in 

Welsh literature to his kingly 

‘conquests’ on a European stage by 

means of Geoffrey of Monmouth’s 

12th-century History of the Kings of 

Britain. Presenting materials in 

Welsh, Latin, French, Cornish and 

English, this exhibition 

demonstrates how a character of 

humble origins captured the 

imaginations of a continent, and 

became the most famous of all 

kings. 

AUGSBURG, 

DIÖZESANMUSEUM ST. AFRA 

Augsburg macht Druck: Die 

Anfänge des Buchdrucks in einer 

Metropole des 15. Jahrhunderts 

Until 18 June 2017 

This exhibition marks the 550th 

anniversary of printing with 

moveable type in Augsburg. In 

March 1468, five weeks after 

Gutenberg’s death, the first book 

was printed in Augsburg. The 

printer, Günther Zainer, seems to 

have moved there from Strasbourg 

the year before in order to set up a 

printing press. Now Augsburg’s 

Staats- und Stadtbibliothek, the 

University Library and the 

Diocesan Museum jointly present 

an exhibition, the first of its kind, 

featuring some 60 books printed in 

Augsburg during the incunabula 

period. 

Augsburg letterpress printing bears 

witness to the city’s cultural and 

economic history, but it also played 

a key role in the history of German 

and European printing and 

publishing, for alongside Cologne, 

Nuremberg, Leipzig and Frankfurt 

am Main, Augsburg was one of the 

leading centres of book culture in 

the Holy Roman Empire.  

The corpus of Augsburg incunabula 

is noteworthy for several reasons. 

First, books in German rather than 

Latin accounted for 60% of the 

output of its presses before 1500. 

They contained not only religious 

or instructional texts but also works 

for entertainment.  

Augsburg was renowned for printed 

editions of the German Bible; and 

in fact produced the majority of 

German Bibles printed before 

Luther in the southern half of the 

Empire. 

2017 also marks the 500th 

anniversary of Luther’s 95 Theses 

and the exhibition also explores the 

new ways of publishing which the 

media transformation of the 15th 

century opened up to Luther and 

which he used to great effect. 

Augsburg incunabula make much 

use of woodcut images to 

supplement the printed word, 

though the tradition of painted book 

decoration common in manuscripts 

continued well into the incunable 

period and local artists also 

illuminated printed books. For 

further details or to order the 

catalogue (noticed on p. 30), visit: 

www.museum-st-afra.de. 

http://www.museum-st-afra.de/
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BRUGES 

GROENINGEMUSEUM  

Haute lecture. Colard Mansion 

and the Dawn of Printing 

1 March–3 June 2018 

The Groeningemuseum and the 

Public Library of Bruges are 

currently organising this major 

interdisciplinary exhibition to be 

held at the Groeningemuseum. The 

exhibition will focus on the 

transition from manuscript to 

printed book on the basis of the 

oeuvre of Bruges librarian Colard 

Mansion (fl. c. 1457–84), who 

produced manuscripts as well as 

printed books. Because Mansion 

experimented with the 

incorporation of engraved 

illustrations in a printed book, his 

manuscripts and incunables will be 

approached from a broader scope of 

artistic production in Bruges and 

the Burgundian Netherlands at the 

time, especially early printmaking. 
 

DUBLIN, TRINITY COLLEGE 

LIBRARY 

Swift350 

Until June 2017 

Swift350 is an exhibition of early 

printed and manuscript material in 

the Long Room of the Old Library, 

marking mark the 350th 

anniversary of the birth of one of 

Trinity College Dublin’s most 

famous graduates, Jonathan Swift 

(1667–1745). The display focuses 

on items from the bequest of A. C. 

Elias, Jr., author of Swift at Moor 

Park, whose important collection of 

Swiftiana in manuscript and print 

he divided between the University 

of Pennsylvania and Trinity College 

Dublin, where it adds significantly 

to the Library’s already important 

collections. One of the items on 

display is Swift’s memoir (MS 

1050, illustrated on p. 35 below) 

where he pretends to, but probably 

does not, tell the truth about his 

origins. The display will be of 

particular interest to participants of 

a conference which is taking place 

in College between 7 and 9 June, 

with speakers from Ireland, the 

United Kingdom, France, Finland, 

Italy, Israel, Canada, Australia and 

the United States. 

Increasingly the exhibitions curated 

within the Library are online only. 

Such is the case with The Journey 

of ‘The Playboy’, an exhibition 

which marks the 110th anniversary 

of the performance of The Playboy 

of the Western World, the most 

famous play by one of the most 

important figures in Irish drama 

John Millington Synge (1871-

1909). Synge’s literary archive was 

the first major literary collection 

acquired by the Library in Trinity 

College Dublin, and arrived in the 

1970s. Visit the exhibition at: 

www.google.com/culturalinstitute/b

eta/exhibit/-gKSf51FMvvgKg. 

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL  

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND 

Major exhibition, summer–early 

winter 2017 

Enduring Eye: the Antarctic 

legacy of Sir Ernest Shackleton 

and Frank Hurley 

16 June–12 November 2017 

‘Enduring Eye’ honours the 

achievements of Sir Ernest 

Shackleton and the men of the 

Endurance expedition of 1914–17, 

by showcasing one of the greatest 

ever photographic records of human 

survival. 
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Following the loss of the polar 

exploration ship Endurance in the 

autumn of 1915, Shackleton’s 

official photographer Frank Hurley 

saved as many of his fragile 

photographic negatives as he could 

carry to provide a lasting record of 

the men of the Endurance and their 

story. This exhibition showcases 

Hurley’s images alongside items 

from the Library’s collections 

relating to polar exploration and to 

James Wordie, a Scottish geologist 

on the expedition, to tell the 

fascinating story of the expedition. 

The exhibition was researched, 

written and curated for the Royal 

Geographical Society (with IBG) 

by Antarctic expert and historian 

Meredith Hooper.  

Major exhibition, winter 2017–

spring 2018 

The International Style of Muriel 

Spark (working title) 

This exhibition will celebrate Spark 

in the city in which she set her most 

famous novel, The Prime of Miss 

Jean Brodie, in the centenary of her 

birth.  

Using the Library’s Spark archive, 

the exhibition illuminates Spark’s 

literary style, her personal style and 

love of fashion, the importance of 

the various international locations 

she called home, and the amazing 

correspondence she maintained 

with international stars and literary 

royalty. The acquisition of the 

archive by the Library is presented 

as a metaphorical homecoming for 

a Scottish writer of international 

stature and unique style. 

Treasures Display: 

‘Laws were made to be broken’: 

Blackwood’s Magazine at 200 

Until 2 July 2017 

Controversial, compelling and 

highly entertaining, Blackwood’s 

Edinburgh Magazine (1817–1980) 

recovered from its early 

unsuccessful start as The Edinburgh 

Monthly Magazine to become a 

highly influential periodical which 

could make or break aspiring 

literary talents with its insightful, 

and sometimes spiteful, critical 

reviews. 

With a list of contributors including 

James Hogg, George Eliot and John 

Buchan, Maga, as it became 

known, consistently published the 

works of great writers. This 

Treasures Display will explore the 

diversity of Blackwood’s Magazine 

and its contributors 200 years after 

it was first published in Edinburgh.  

FIRENZE, BIBLIOTECA 

MEDICEA LAURENZIANA 

Tesori inesplorati. Le Biblioteche 

dell’Università di Firenze in 

mostra 

Until 23 June 2017  

The remarkable collections of the 

libraries of the Università di Firenze 

will be showcased in a selection of 

particularly valuable examples, 

reflecting all areas of study and 

research. The exhibition will enable 

visitors to discover some of the 

libraries’ extraordinary riches, 

including early and rare books. The 

displays are arranged thematically 

include the human body and its 

care, natural sciences from the 

Middle Ages to the modern era, the 

origins of law, evolving 

technologies, Florence, the 

Mediterranean and the West, and 
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the 20th century. Exhibits include 

papyri, manuscripts, printed books 

from Humanism to the 

Enlightenment and the avant-garde, 

as well as maps, drawings, 

engravings, watercolours and much 

more. For full details visit: 

http://www.sba.unifi.it/Article769.h

tml. The accompanying virtual 

exhibition can be found at 

http://mostre.sba.unifi.it/tesori-

inesplorati/it. 

 

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Russian Revolution: Hope, 

Tragedy, Myths 

28 April–29 August 2017 
From the fall of Russia’s last Tsar 

to the rise of the first communist 

state, this definitive exhibition takes 

a fresh look at the Russian 

Revolution 100 years on. On show 

will be rarely seen items from both 

sides of the conflict – from a first 

edition of the Communist 

Manifesto to anti-Bolshevik 

propaganda. Also on display for the 

first time will be Lenin’s 

handwritten application for a 

Reader Pass. Further details at: 

https://www.bl.uk/events/russian-

revolution-hope-tragedy-myths; 

Twitter: #BLRussia1917. 

LOS ANGELES  

J. PAUL GETTY MUSEUM 

Remembering Antiquity: The 

Ancient World through Medieval 

Eyes  

Until 4 June 2017 

Featuring illuminated manuscripts 

and antiquities from the Getty 

Museum’s collection, this 

exhibition explores medieval 

responses to the classical world. For 

over a millennium following the fall 

of Rome, the culture of antiquity 

was remembered, performed, and 

preserved through visual arts, 

ceremony, and monastic book 

culture. At the hands of medieval 

authors, the narratives of ancient 

rulers and mythic heroes were 

adapted and embellished for 

inclusion in religious texts. People 

saw themselves as part of a rich 

classical heritage that was sustained 

and transmitted through the work of 

medieval artisans.  

 

NEW YORK: CENTER FOR 

JEWISH HISTORY  

500 Years of Treasures from 

Oxford 

14 May–6 August 2017 

Noticed in AMARC Newsletter no. 

67. 

Some 50 items from the library of 

Corpus Christi College, Oxford, 

will be included in this exhibition 

marking the 500th anniversary of 

the founding of the College in 1517.  

 

NIJMEGEN, MUSEUM 

VALKHOF 

Mary of Guelders: in the 

footsteps of a French princess 

From mid-October 2018 

Central to the exhibition is the 

famous Book of Hours of Mary of 

Guelders, which is the focus of a 

research and restoration project at 

Nijmegen University, directed by 

Prof. Johan Oosterman, who also is 

the curator of the exhibition. For 

further details see: 

http://www.ru.nl/mariavangelre/nie

uws/nieuwsbrieven/newsletter/feb-

2017-articles/exhibition-on-mary-

guelders-the-footsteps-french. 
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OXFORD, MAGDALEN 

COLLEGE 

The Greek Manuscripts of 

Magdalen College 

Magdalen College, Oxford 

Until 16 May 2017 

This Library and Archives 

exhibition will be open to members 

of the college and to the public 

every Thursday afternoon from 

2pm, with entrance via the steps to 

the Old Library off the Cloisters. 

Entrance fee to the College payable 

except members of the University 

who must show their Bodleian card 

at the Lodge. 

The exhibition coincides with 

publication of the new Catalogue of 

Greek Manuscripts of Magdalen 

College, Oxford (see details on p. 

31), and a related talk will be given 

by exhibition co-curators Dr Dawn 

LaValle on ‘Greek pedagogy at 

Magdalen’ and Daryl Green, 

College Librarian on ‘Recycled 

Byzantine bindings’ at 5.30pm on 

Wednesday, 3 May 2017 in the 

Summer Common Room. Booking 

essential. Contact 

library@magd.ox.ac.uk, or tel.: 

01865 276045. 

PISTOIA, BIBLIOTECA 

COMUNALE 

FORTEGUERRIANA 

http://www.forteguerriana.comune.

pistoia.it/mostra-virtuale-9/. 

An online exhibition of treasures 

from the library’s collections of 

manuscripts and early printed 

books, continues after the physical 

exhibition closes on 28 April. It 

features items from the 14th to 19th 

centuries, including both 

manuscripts and printed books. 

UTRECHT, MUSEUM 

CATHARIJNECONVENT 

Kleurrijke Middeleeuwen 

(Colourful Middle Ages) 

1 March–4 June 2018 

Organised in collaboration with The 

Royal Library, The Hague, the 

exhibition will showcase late 

medieval illuminated manuscripts 

from the Southern Netherlands in 

Dutch Collections. More details 

will be published as available. 

 

NEW ARRIVALS  
Librarians, archivists and users are 

invited to inform the Editor of any 

notable new accessions to 

institutional collections.  

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 

Submitted by Maredudd ap Huw, 

Manuscripts Librarian. 

Pedigree, dated 1687, of Richard 

Herbert of Dolforgan, in the parish 

of Kerry, Montgomeryshire (NLW 

MS 24101G). 

A printed copy of Michael 

Drayton’s Poly-Olbion (1612), 

containing marginal annotations, 

dated 1755, by Welsh surveyor, 

antiquary and poet Lewis Morris 

(1701–65) of Cardiganshire 

(Dominic Winter, 5 October 2016, 

lot 79) (NLW MS 24100C). 

Orderly book, 1806–13, of John 

Price (1780–1855), of Mona Lodge, 

Amlwch, Anglesey, as Captain of a 

company of the 2nd Battalion of the 

Anglesey Loyal Volunteer Infantry 

and later of the Anglesey Regiment 

of Local Militia (Rogers Jones & 

Co., 12 September 2016, lot 3) 

(NLW MS 24102A). 
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Journal of a tour through parts of 

Monmouthshire, Glamorganshire 

and Breconshire, 1822, by an 

unknown author travelling in the 

company of the Reverend Barton 

Bouchier of Monmouthshire 

(Forum Auctions, 25 January 2017, 

lot 169) (NLW ex 2962). 

Over 170 letters, 1915–18, from 

Sapper Robert Glynn Griffiths 

(1898–1991) of the Royal 

Engineers, addressed to his parents 

in Deganwy, North Wales, whilst 

receiving military training in 

Bletchley and Birmingham, and 

serving on the battlefields of France 

(NLW ex 2942). 

A copy of Saunders Lewis’ seminal 

Braslun o Hanes Llenyddiaeth 

Gymraeg (1932), including 

holograph corrections and additions 

seemingly not incorporated by the 

author in the second edition (NLW 

ex 2961). 

Log book, 1943–55 (predominantly 

1943–6), of Sergeant Ernest W. 

Hughes, Flight Engineer in the 

RAF, poet, and a native of 

Ceredigion. The volume includes 

photographs and comments taken 

from his diary for 1945, detailing 

war-time experiences (NLW ex 

2896). 

Typed transcripts and photocopies 

of letters, 1938–42, from John 

Cowper Powys to his friend Huw 

Menai, together with copies of 

letters, 1905–49, from John Cowper 

Powys to his brother Theodore 

(added to John Cowper Powys 

Manuscripts and Papers). 

Separately, the Library has also 

acquired a collection of annotated 

books, letters and autograph poems 

accumulated by Harry G. Morley, 

friend and correspondent of John 

Cowper Powys and Huw Menai 

(NLW ex 2966). 

Papers of poet and broadcaster T. 

Glynne Davies (1926-88) including 

correspondence, diaries, radio 

scripts, and early drafts of his poem 

‘Adfeilion’ (‘Ruins’), which won 

the crown at the 1951 National 

Eisteddfod. The collection also 

includes a sketch and corrected 

copy of the author’s novel Marged 

(1974) (Papurau T. Glynne Davies). 

Three volumes and one file 

containing holograph drafts, 1980–

5, of Marion Eames’s two novels, Y 

Gaeaf Sydd Unig (1982) and Seren 

Gaeth (1985) (added to Papurau 

Marion Eames). 

Further musical papers of notable 

Cerdd Dant setter and performer 

Ted Richards (‘Iorwerth Maldwyn’, 

1893-1973) of Carno. The 

collection includes musical settings, 

an extensive series of libretti for 

performances in nosweithiau 

llawen, notes relating to Richards’s 

cousin Nansi Richards (‘Telynores 

Maldwyn’), and the papers of 

Richards’s daughter, Gwenfron 

Barrett (1927–2016) (Papurau Ted 

Richards, ‘Iorwerth Maldwyn’). 

A small archive of papers and 

books presented by Augustus John 

to Menina Mesquita, secretary to 

his publisher, Jonathan Cape 

(Dominic Winter, 14 December 

2016, lot 241) (NLW ex 2954), 

together a corrected typescript, 

1952, of John’s autobiography, later 

published under the title 

Chiaroscuro (Sotheby’s, 13 

December 2016, lot 186) (NLW 

MSS 24104D & 24105E). 
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The papers of biochemist, language 

campaigner and historian of science 

R. Elwyn Hughes (1928–2015), of 

Pentyrch. The collection includes 

valuable correspondence and 

subject files (Papurau R. Elwyn 

Hughes). 

Compositions by, and papers 

relating to, pioneering Welsh-

medium music teacher and choral 

composer Gilmor Griffiths (1917–

85). The papers include 

unpublished compositions, and 

pieces popularised by means of 

collections such as Gilmora (1984) 

and Carolau Gilmor (1991) 

(Papurau Gilmor Griffiths). 

Papers of the Reverend Gwynn ap 

Gwilym (1950–2016), poet and 

translator, including 

correspondence, diaries, drafts, 

lecture notes and photographs. The 

correspondence includes material 

relating to his periods as joint–

editor and editor of Barn (1979–81) 

and Y Llan (1989–96) (Papurau 

Gwynn ap Gwilym). 

A further collection of papers by, or 

relating to, composer Alun 

Hoddinott (1929–2008), including a 

holograph full score of the 

composer’s French Suite for Small 

Orchestra (op. 91), dated January 

1977. The papers also include two 

congratulatory letters, 1946 and 

1957, from composer Grace 

Williams, and degree and 

fellowship awards and certificates 

(added to Alun Hoddinott Papers). 

Eleven letters from artist Sir Kyffin 

Williams (1918–2006) to journalist 

Ian Skidmore (1929–2013), most 

containing caricature drawings 

(Rogers Jones & Co., 10 September 

2016, lot 270) (NLW MS 24099D), 

together with two holograph letters, 

1981 and 1993, from Williams to 

Elin McGorran relating to 

interviews with the artist (Rogers 

Jones & Co., 12 September 2016, 

lot 63) (added to NLW MS 

24044D). 

Research papers and notebooks of 

scholar, and former National 

Librarian, R. Geraint Gruffydd 

(1928–2015). The collection 

includes some papers relating to 

Saunders Lewis, for whom 

Gruffydd acted for many years as 

literary executor (added to Papurau 

R. Geraint Gruffydd). 

A substantial final tranche of papers 

relating to the Welsh Girls’ School, 

Ashford, Middlesex, which closed 

in 2009 (added to Welsh School 

Ashford, Middlesex, Papers). 

Financial papers, 1947–2003, of the 

Union of Welsh Baptists’ peace 

fellowship (Cymdeithas Heddwch 

Bedyddwyr Cymru), including 

materials accumulated by its first 

treasurer, Rosina Davies, mostly 

related to the annual Lewis 

Valentine Memorial Lecture 

(Papurau Cymdeithas Heddwch 

Bedyddwyr Cymru). 

The first group of papers by author 

and psychiatrist Harri Pritchard 

Jones (1933–2015), Cardiff. The 

collection includes translations and 

numerous television scripts, 

together with some correspondence 

(Papurau Harri Pritchard Jones). 

Papers accumulated by Peter Davis, 

Kite Recorder for Wales, 1968–99, 

secretary of the Red Kite 

Committee in Wales, 1968–99, and 

trustee of the Welsh Kite Trust, 

1996–2012, including earlier 
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material from various sources 

(Welsh Red Kite Archive). 

First group of papers by, and 

relating to, Welsh-Canadian 

composer John Metcalf (1946– ) of 

Llanfair Clydogau (John Metcalf 

Papers). 

Recent additions to the Welsh 

Political Archive include further 

letters addressed to Lord Temple-

Morris, 1970–98, together with 

papers relating to his father Sir 

Owen Temple-Morris (added to 

Lord Temple-Morris Papers); 

additional papers, 1982–2016, of 

Baron Morris of Aberavon (added 

to John Morris Papers); and further 

papers of Elfyn Llwyd, formerly 

Plaid Cymru’s Westminster 

parliamentary group leader (added 

to Elfyn Llwyd Papers). 

Papers of Cymru Yfory 

(Tomorrow’s Wales), 2008–11, a 

cross-party group established in 

2004, under the chairmanship of the 

Archbishop of Wales, to campaign 

for more powers for the National 

Assembly for Wales. The collection 

includes minutes of the Executive 

Committee, 2010, and 

correspondence, 2007–10 (Archif 

Cymru Yfory). 

A further group of papers relating 

to the Welsh private press, Gwasg 

Llety Gwyn, thereafter Gwasg yr 

Arad Goch, including letters, 1970–

4, from authors Aneirin Talfan 

Davies, T.H. Parry-Williams and R. 

Bryn Williams (added to Archif 

Argraffu Huw Ceiriog Jones). 

 

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND  

Significant accessions for the 

period September 2016–March 

2017, selected by Kenneth Dunn, 

Manuscript & Archive Collections 

Manager.  

Papers, 1761–1820, of Hercules 

Ross, including copies of letters to 

Lord Nelson, and from his time as a 

trader in Jamaica. (NLS Acc. 

13764). 

Further family and estate papers, 

18th–20th centuries, of the 

Cunninghame Graham family and 

of the Dundas of Dundas family. 

(NLS Acc. 13756 & Acc. 13757). 

Letters, sketch-books and 

photographs, 1830–84, of Horatio 

Ross. (NLS Acc.13765). 

Archives, c.1840s–early 20th 

century, of Smith, Elder & Co. 

Publishers. This collection 

complements other archives of this 

company in the National Library of 

Scotland. (NLS Acc. 13783). 

Diary, 1848–58, of James Wollen, 

servant of Admiral Sir George 

Elliot. (NLS Acc. 13789). 

Literary and personal papers, and 

correspondence, c.1932–2003, of 

Edith Simon. (NLS Acc. 13772). 

Literary and personal papers, and 

correspondence, 1953–2013, of 

Kenneth White. (NLS Acc. 13762). 

Literary papers and digital archive, 

1983–2015, of Alan Warner. (NLS 

Acc. 13778). 

Speeches and lectures, 1990–2015, 

of Lord Hope of Craighead. (NLS 

Acc. 13745). 
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LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Submitted by Michael St. John 

McAlister, Western Manuscripts 

Cataloguing Manager. 

Edith Allen’s Correspondence 

about Major General Charles 

Gordon, [1932–3]. (Add. MS 

89193). 

First World War Aerial 

Reconnaissance Reports and Map 

belonging to Samuel Pepys 

Cockerell, [c. 1914]. (Add. MS 

89194). 

Draft pages of the Dressmaker and 

The Bottle Factory Outing by Beryl 

Bainbridge, c. 1972–2010. (Add. 

MS 89195). 

Correspondence between Sir John 

Gielgud and Mr Scott about 

Hamlet, 1945. (Add. MS 89196). 

Diaries of Sheena Tennant, 1896–

1912. (Add. MS 89197). 

Ted Hughes/Elizabeth Hicklin 

collection, 1954–6. (Add. MS 

89198). 

Letter from George Bernard Shaw 

to William Wetenhall, 1901. (Add. 

MS 89199). 

Autograph bound copy of The Wind 

on the Downs by Marian Allen, 

[1917]. (Add. MS 89200). 

Letters from William Gordon-

Cumming about the Royal Baccarat 

Scandal, 1890–1. (Add. MS 89201). 

Supplementary papers of Anne 

McLaren, 1920s–2007. (Add. MS 

89202). 

The papers of Will Self, 20th–21st 

cent. (Add. MS 89203).  

Letters to Alexander Murray, 1905–

46. (Add. MS 89204). 

Papers relating to A Fortunate Man 

by John Berger and Jean Mohr, 

1967–81. (Add. MS 89205). 

Albums of Edward Hardwicke, 

1935–2004. (Add. MS 89206). 

Letters from Francis King to John 

Croft, 1940s–2011. (Add. MS 

89207). 

Kenneth Williams; diaries, 

correspondence and general papers, 

1942–88. (Add. MS 89208). 

The papers of Robert Aickman, 

1849–2015. (Add. MS 89209). 

Papers of Dorothy Mary Flemming, 

1981–2003. (Add. MS 89210). 

Ted Hughes/Pauline Mayne 

collection, c. 1947–1997. (Add. MS 

89211). 

Illustrated fair copy of ‘Poor Cecile 

and her Little Chicken’ by Mrs 

William Johnson, before 1801. 

(Add. MS 89212). 

Postcard from B. S. Johnson to 

Sally Cockburn relating to Not 

Counting The Savages, 1972. (Add. 

MS 89213). 

Letter of David Garnett to D. J. 

Grant, 1971. (Add. MS 89214). 

John Drinkwater autograph MSS 

poems, 1909–18. (Add. MS 89215). 

Keith Douglas autograph MS of 

‘Landscape With Figures’, 1943. 

(Add. MS 89216). 

MS of ‘Bretville, or The Mysterious 

Son’, by Samuel Ireland, before 

1801. (Add. MS 89217). 

Letters of John Furber Dexter re 

Charles Dickens, 1916–26. (Add. 

MS 89218). 

Letter of Caroline Norton, 1852? 

(Add. MS 89219). 
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Mathematical papers of George 

Price, 1960s. (Add. MS 89220). 

Papers relating to a festschrift for 

Bernard Stone, 1955–94. (Add. MS 

89221). 

Letters from Harold Pinter to Alan 

Wilkinson, 1997–2016. (Add. MS 

89222). 

Autograph and typescript drafts of 

poems by Vernon Watkins, 1936–

1960s. (Add. MS 89223). 

Further E. G. R. Taylor papers, 

1878–1982. (Add. MS 89224). 

Correspondence between H. G. 

Wells and Dr Henry Hick, 1897–

1949. (Add. MS 89225). 

Neil Bartlett archive, 1976–2013. 

(Add. MS 89226). 

George D. Painter papers, before 

1849–2000. (Add. MS 89227). 

BOOK REVIEWS 

R. M. Thomson, A Descriptive 

Catalogue of the Medieval 

Manuscripts in the Library of 

Peterhouse, Cambridge 

(Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 2016). 

324 pp., 130 col. illustr. ISBN: 978-

1-843-84441-9. £95. 

Reviewed by H.A.G. Houghton, 

Institute for Textual Scholarship 

and Electronic Editing, University 

of Birmingham 

This magnificent volume provides a 

comprehensive description of the 

277 medieval manuscripts of 

Peterhouse, currently deposited in 

Cambridge University Library, 

along with 16 manuscripts formerly 

in the Peterhouse collection but 

now held by other English 

institutions. Details are also given 

of over 300 manuscript fragments 

recovered from the bindings of 

early printed books in Peterhouse’s 

Perne and Ward Libraries. The 

surviving codices represent a 

substantial proportion of the 

medieval holdings of Peterhouse: 

the earliest extant catalogue, made 

on 24 December 1418, lists 253 

volumes; mid-15th-century 

additions take the total to 384, of 

which 171 surviving items have 

been identified, while the catalogue 

of 1589 features only 283 

manuscripts and 46 printed books. 

The collection largely matches the 

university curriculum in the 

centuries following the founding of 

Peterhouse in 1284. The focus is on 

biblical, philosophical and legal 

commentaries, along with a 

significant number of medical and 

scientific texts which include some 

astronomical works by members of 

the College. Classical literature is 

represented by 12th-century 

manuscripts of Virgil (MSS 158–9), 

Statius and Horace (MSS 228–9) 

and ‘a handsome copy of Terence’ 

(MS 253). A late 11th-century copy 

of Boethius’ De arithmetica, 

Cicero’s De inuentione and the 

Rhetorica ad Herennium (MS 248), 

possibly produced in Italy, is one of 

the earliest items in the collection; 

the two other pre 12th-century 

manuscripts are a collection of the 

Canons of Lanfranc (MS 74), 

copied before 1096 for William of 

Saint-Calais in Durham (where it 

remained until 1604), and a medical 

compilation (MS 251) partly 

written around 1100 by a scribe 

who worked in Canterbury. Latin is 

the language of almost all the texts: 

the main exceptions are an 

important copy of the English 
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history known as the prose Brut 

supplemented by ‘Warkworth’s’ 

Chronicle (MS 190; Thomson 

maintains the attribution of the 

continuation to the eponymous 

Master of Peterhouse and identifies 

him as the copyist of the first part 

of the manuscript), two French 

chansons de geste (MS 201), and 

English translations of Henri de 

Mondeville (MS 118, possibly an 

autograph of the translator) and 

Barlaam and Josaphat (MS 257). 

In addition, an early 13th-century 

Hebrew Psalter made in Norwich 

and subsequently glossed in Latin, 

English and French is listed in the 

Peterhouse catalogue of 1418, 

although it now resides in London 

(Lambeth Palace Library 435; see 

p. 205). The fragments date from 

the same time period as the 

complete manuscripts, with many 

originating from biblical or 

liturgical books. The most notable 

is a further piece of the same copy 

of Solinus’ Polyhistor found in 

several bindings at Clare College, 

Cambridge (from Perne Library, 

M.3.12; see p. 182). 

In an extensive introduction, 

Thomson traces the history of the 

Peterhouse library using archival 

documents as well as details in the 

manuscripts themselves such as the 

names of donors and borrowers (the 

latter from pledge-lists, or 

cautiones, at the back of a book). 

The expenses for the construction 

of a camera bibliotistae in 1472 

indicates that Peterhouse was one of 

the earliest institutions to employ a 

live-in librarian. Between the 

middle of the 14th and 16th 

centuries, the collection was 

divided into a reference library of 

chained books and a collection for 

borrowing by fellows. The majority 

of the surviving books are, perhaps 

unsurprisingly, from the former, 

and attest three different ways in 

which the volumes were chained. A 

surprising number of Peterhouse 

books migrated from Oxford; 

Thomson’s remarkable knowledge 

of medieval scholars at both 

universities (already demonstrated 

in his catalogues of the manuscripts 

of Merton and Corpus Christi, 

Oxford) enables him to make 

illuminating connections. Most 

books came into the Peterhouse 

library through large bequests from 

figures such as John Newton 

(Master 1382–97 and Treasurer of 

York Minster) and John Warkworth 

(Master 1475–1500, mentioned 

above for his Chronicle in MS 190). 

Very few books in this collection 

are known to have been copied in 

Cambridge; Thomson notes that a 

two-volume copy of John of 

Bromyard seems to have been made 

by university students (MSS 24–5), 

but most of the exceptions were 

provided by the long-serving 

William Dyngley, admitted as a 

Fellow of Peterhouse in 1393. 

Notes at the back of these books 

reveal that Dyngley instituted a 

programme of using the proceeds 

from the sale of unwanted volumes 

to commission new copies 

primarily of patristic authors 

(Jerome, Ambrose, Augustine), to 

which he added tables of contents. 

The decline in his handwriting 

provides an additional means of 

dating the books he acquired over 

more than forty years. In addition to 

Fellows of Peterhouse (e.g. John 

Holbroke, responsible for London, 
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British Library, Egerton 889), 

several scribal hands may be 

identified, such as Tydiman of 

Sweden who copied commentaries 

on Aristotle in Cambridge in 1450 

(MS 188), or the extensive French 

glosses in a 13th-century Latin 

Bible which appear to be by the 

‘Tremulous Hand’ active at 

Worcester Cathedral Priory (MS 

44). 

Each catalogue entry is divided into 

six sections, entitled Structure, 

Contents, Hands, Decoration, 

History and Bibliography. A 

commendably full description is 

given of the contents of 

miscellanies; indications of plates 

are also included within the relevant 

entry. The bibliography is 

extensive, and reference is made 

throughout to standard tools (e.g. 

Stegmüller for biblical paratexts), 

critical editions, other catalogues 

and further literature. The numerous 

colour images have been chosen to 

illustrate bindings, ownership 

marks, scribes and annotators, 

decoration, and the architecture of 

the 15th-century library. Both 

indexes are very comprehensive, 

detailing shelf-marks, ancient and 

medieval writings, places and 

surnames. Inconsistencies are very 

rare indeed, confined to trifles such 

as a non-existent Image 114 (p. vii), 

or the anomalous ‘John of 

Chrysostom’ in the heading of MS 

136. One presumes that errors such 

as ad Paulum et Thorasiam for ad 

Paulinum et Theresiam in 

Augustine’s Letters are those of the 

copyist (MS 88). The presentation 

is excellent and generally of the 

highest quality: six pages in the 

review copy were slightly blurred 

through double impression but still 

easily legible (pp. xxxiii, xxxvi–vii, 

15, 19, 22). Of a pleasingly uniform 

appearance with D.S. Brewer’s 

other catalogues of Oxford and 

Cambridge College collections, this 

masterly production is unlikely to 

be surpassed as a guide to the 

manuscripts of Peterhouse and also 

makes a valuable contribution to the 

history of books and scholarship 

from the 14th to the 16th centuries. 

 

Palaeography, Manuscript 

Illumination and Humanism in 

Renaissance Italy: Studies in 

Memory of A. C. de la Mare, ed. 

Robert Black, Jill Kraye & Laura 

Nuvoloni (London: Warburg 

Institute, 2016). viii + 216 pp. 

ISBN: 9781908590510. £35. 

Reviewed by Dr Cristina Dondi, 

Oakeshott Senior Research Fellow 

in the Humanities, Lincoln College, 

University of Oxford. 

In November 2011 Robert Black, 

Jill Kraye, and Laura Nuvoloni 

organised a conference in memory 

of Tilly de la Mare (1932–2001), on 

the 10th anniversary of her death. It 

was held in King’s College, where 

she taught for eight years during the 

1990s, and at the Warburg Institute, 

where she started her ground 

breaking research work in the 1950s 

and 1960s. 

This collection of 22 studies, in 

Italian and English, contains revised 

versions of most papers and three 

additional contributions. The 

volume opens with Vincenzo Fera’s 

commented biography of Tilly, 

L’umanesimo di Albinia C. de la 

Mare and Concetta Bianca’s 

Albinia C. de la Mare (biblioteche 
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senza inventario), where it is 

observed that Tilly’s favoured 

method for the reconstruction of 

dispersed libraries was not the use 

of library catalogues or inventories, 

but the identification of the 

individual items. The volume is 

then arranged according to the areas 

of interest and investigation of 

Tilly’s work: Vespasiano da 

Bisticci (Luca Boschetto and Wi-

Seon Kim on Vespasiano as writer 

and on his involvement in anti-

Medicean politics); Palaeography 

(Teresa de Robertis on an up-to-

date review of the early years 

(1370-1413) of humanist script and 

of the 92 manuscripts ascribable to 

the period; Irene Ceccherini on the 

attitude of the scribe Sozomeno da 

Pistoia towards the use of humanist 

script; Stefano Zamponi on the 

Gothic tracts identifiable in the 

littera antiqua; Gabriella Pomaro 

on the results of an initial survey of 

foreign scribes active in Italy, the 

Codex Project; Giliola Barbero on 

the peculiar characteristics found in 

manuscripts produced in Lombardy 

in the second quarter of the 15th 

century); Scribes (David S. 

Chambers on Matteo Contugi of 

Volterra, Lorenz Böninger on 

Lorenzo di Francesco Guidetti, Karl 

Schlebusch on Giorgio Antonio 

Vespucci, Xavier van Binnebeke on 

incunabula in the library of 

Vespucci, Laura Nuvoloni on 

Bartolomeo Sanvito); Manuscript 

Illumination (Jonathan J. G. 

Alexander on the dynamic 

interaction of the role of scribe and 

illuminator embodied in such 

figures as the German Ioachinus de 

Gigantibus, Raphael Berti of 

Pistoia, Felice Feliciano of Verona, 

and Bartolomeo Sanvito; Giordana 

Mariani Canova on the university 

context in which Renaissance 

illumination developed in Padua, 

using incunabula from the 

impressive collections of Bishop 

Iacopo Zeno and Bishop Pietro 

Barozzi, as well as manuscripts as 

supporting evidence; Angela Dillon 

Bussi on Bartolomeo and Giovanni 

Varnucci); and Humanism (Silvia 

Rizzo on ways to overcome the 

present conflict between historical-

philological and palaeographical 

attributions relating to the scribe of 

a manuscript of the Tusculanae 

owned by Petrarch; Stephen Oakley 

on the production of the ‘Puccini’ 

scribe in Florence, including the 

identification of 14 new 

manuscripts, and their value as 

exemplars for the production of 

further classical manuscripts, often 

by Vespasiano himself; Mirella 

Ferrari on autographs of Pier 

Candido Decembrio in the Burney 

Collection of the British Library; 

James Hankins on the 

characteristics of Leonardo Bruni’s 

semi-humanistic hand; Sebastiano 

Gentile on the identification of 

Tilly’s ‘scribe of Durazzo’ with the 

notary Bartolomeo Paoli on the 

basis of documentary evidence, and 

on Ficino’s secretaries Sebastiano 

Salvini, Luca Fabiani and Ficino 

Ficini and their corrections in the 

margins of Ficino’s early editions: 

how much do they represent the last 

thoughts of the author?). 

Each paper builds on and adds new 

evidence to avenues of 

investigation pioneered by Tilly. 

This is serious scholarship based on 

deep knowledge and lengthy 

investigations, which offers 
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essential contributions to expand 

the basis on which to advance our 

historical understanding of the early 

Renaissance. Without these 

identifications and 

contextualisations of new copyists, 

new manuscripts, new volumes 

added to the libraries of known and 

less well-known individuals and 

institutions, these manuscripts and 

printed books would be anonymous, 

amorphous holdings in our libraries, 

and the scholars who write on 

humanism and the Renaissance in 

general would continue writing on 

the basis of a highly restricted pool 

of evidence. The entire fabric of 

healthy scholarship on the 

Renaissance rests on the shoulders 

of the palaeographers, 

codicologists, philologists, 

historians and art historians who 

work on primary sources and open 

up to us all new intellectual 

horizons. 

Why then does not one of the eight 

contributors to this volume under 

the age of 50, or perhaps 55, hold a 

permanent academic position? It is 

astonishing how little 

acknowledgement of this discipline 

there is in academic institutions. I 

refer specifically to the lack of 

academic positions which would 

ensure the continuous expansion of 

our historical boundaries as well as 

the transmission of vital knowledge 

and skills. In the UK, the lack of 

institutional non-English 

palaeographical teaching is a matter 

of concern, while our library 

collections are full of wonderful 

European specimens and the funds 

for their digitisation and for 

involvement in digital humanities 

projects continue to flow. Who will 

train the next generation of 

palaeographers and scholar 

librarians? 

 

SOME RECENT  

PUBLICATIONS 
Bibliographical details are as given 

by contributors, press releases or 

websites and the amount of 

information is variable. 

Among Arabic Manuscripts. 

Memories of libraries and men, I.Y. 

Kratchkovsky, tr. Tatiana Minorsky 

(Leiden: Brill, 2016), 188 pp. 

ISBN: 978 90 04 31611 9. €79. 

The Archive Thief. The man who 

salvaged French Jewish history in 

the wake of the Holocaust, Lisa 

Moses Leff (Oxford: OUP, 2015), 

288 pp. ISBN: 978 0 19 938095 4. 

£17.99/$2.95. 

Art and Optics in the Hereford 

Map. An English Mappa Mundi c. 

1300, Marcia Kupfer (New Haven 

and London: Yale University Press, 

2016), 240 pp., 50 col. & 50 b/w 

illustr. h/b. ISBN: 9780300220339. 

£60. 

The Art of the Bible: Illuminated 

Manuscripts from the Medieval 

World, Scot McKendrick & 

Kathleen Doyle (London: Thames 

& Hudson, 2016). 336 pp., 224 col. 

illustr. ISBN: 978-0-500-23947-6. 

£60. 

Augsburg macht Druck. Die 

Anfänge des Buchdrucks in einer 

Metropole des 15. Jahrhunderts, ed. 

by Günter Hägele and Melanie 

Thierbach (Augsburg, 2017). 232 

pp., 130 illustr. ISBN: 978-3-00-

055663-0. € 29.80. Catalogue of the 

exhibition noticed on p. 17. 

Includes contributions by Wolfgang 
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Augustyn, Marion Gindhart, Günter 

Hägele, Hans-Jörg Künast, Karl-

Georg Pfändtner, Christoph Reske, 

Bettina Wagner, Werner Williams-

Krapp, Klaus Wolf, Helmut Zäh et 

al. On sale at the Diözesanmuseum 

St. Afra, or order from 

museum.st.afra@bistum-

augsburg.de. 

The Book. A cover-to-cover 

exploration of the most powerful 

object of our time, Kenneth 

Houston (New York & London, 

Norton, 2016), 448 pp. ISBN: 

9780393244792. £18.99. 

Brought to Book. Print in Ireland, 

1680–1784, Toby Barnard (Dublin: 

Four Courts, 2017), 400 pp. ISBN: 

978-1-84682-629-0. €50. 

A Catalogue of Greek Manuscripts 

of Magdalen College, Oxford, Mark 

L. Sosower & Nigel G. Wilson 

(Cambridge, Mass.: Venetian Press, 

2016). iv, 89 pp., col. illustr. ISBN: 

9780998457000. £20 ($25) + p&p. 

To order, contact: 

library@magd.ox.ac.uk. For details 

of the related exhibition, see p. 21. 

Der Codex Manesse. Die 

berühmteste Liedenhandschrift des 

Mittelalters, Lothar Voetz 

(Darmstadt: Schneider Verlag, 

2015), 176 pp., illustr. ISBN: 978-

3-650-40042-0. €49.95. 

A Descriptive Catalogue of the 

Medieval Manuscripts in the 

Library of Peterhouse, Cambrdge, 

R.M. Thomson (Cambridge: D.S. 

Brewer, 2016), 324 pp., 130 col. 

illustr. ISBN: 9781843844419. £95. 

Reviewed on p. 26 above. 

Descriptive Catalogue of the 

Medieval Manuscripts of The 

Queen’s College, Oxford, Peter 

Kidd (Oxford Bibliographical 

Society, 2016), £90. Order from 

sales@oxbibsoc.org.uk. 

The Dictionary of the Book. A 

glossary for book collectors, 

booksellers, librarians, and others, 

Sidney E. Berger (Lanham: 

Rowman and Littlefield, 2016), 334 

pp. ISBN: 978-1-4422-6339-0. 

£85/$125. 

Manuale Calligraphicum. Examples 

of Calligraphy by Students of 

Hermann Zapf in the Manner of 

‘Pen and Graver’, as a Tribute to 

their Teacher, introduction by 

David Pankow (Rochester, NY: 

RIT Cary Graphic Arts Collection, 

2016), 60 pp. Edition limited to 325 

copies. Features 19 works from 15 

calligraphers: Larry Brady, 

Marsha Brady, Annie Cicale, Rick 

Cusick, Claude Dieterich A., Reggie 

Ezell, Peter Fraterdeus, Kris 

Holmes, Jerry Kelly, Peter Noth, 

Marcy Robinson, Ina Saltz, Steven 

Skaggs, John Stevens, Julian 

Waters.  

Meetings with Remarkable 

Manuscripts, Christopher de Hamel 

(London: Allen Lane, 2016), 640 

pp., illustr. ISBN: 9780241003046. 

£30. See illustration on back cover. 

New Bodleian – Making the Weston 

Library, Bodleian Library, 

Wilkinson Eyre Architects and 

Mace Limited (Oxford: Bodleian 

Library, 2016), 224 pp, 275 col. 

illustr. ISBN: 9781851243747. £30.  

On the Burning of Books. How 

flames fail to destroy the written 

word, Kenneth Baker (London: 

Unicorn, 2016), 256 pp., 60 col. 

illustr. ISBN: 978-1-910787-11-3. 

£25.  
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Palaeography, Manuscript 

Illumination and Humanism in 

Renaissance Italy: Studies in 

Memory of A.C. de la Mare, ed. 

Robert Black, Jill Kraye & Laura 

Nuvoloni (London: Warburg 

Institute, 2016). xiii + 475 pp., 102 

b/w & 16 col. illustr. ISBN: 

9781908590510. £60. Reviewed on 

p. 28. 

Paper. Paging through history, 

Mark Kurlansky (New York & 

London: Norton, 2016), 354 pp. 

ISBN: 9780393239616. £17.99. 

Paris, l’Église et le roi. Documents 

médiévaux des Archives de Paris 

(1112-1519). Un siècle 

d’acquisitions de documents 

médiévaux (1892-1992), ed. 

Ghislain Brunel & Romain Tardy, 

preface by Philippe Contamine 

(Paris: Archives de Paris & 

Archives nationales, 2016). 

Features 350 documents, 12th to 

16th cent. €25. For details and 

orders visit: 

http://archives.paris.fr/a/305/nouvel

le-publication-paris-l-lise-et-le-roi/. 

The ‘Psychomachia’ Codex from St. 

Lawrence (Bruxellensis 10066-77) and 

the Schools of Liège in the Tenth and 

Eleventh Centuries, R.G. Babcock 

(Turnhout: Brepols, 2017). 328 pp., 12 

b/w illustr. ISBN: 978-2-503-56871-3. 

€75. 

Roman London’s First Voices. 

Writing Tablets from the 

Bloomberg excavations, Roger S.O. 

Tomlin (London: Museum of 

London Archaeology, 2016), 309 

pp. ISBN: 978 1907586408. £32. 

Ruling the Script in the Middle Ages. 

Formal Aspects of Written 

Communication (Books, Charters, and 

Inscriptions), ed. S. Barret, D. 

Stutzmann, G. Vogeler (Turnhout: 

Brepols, 2016), viii+545 pp., 100 b/w 

+ 18 col. illustr. ISBN: 978-2-503-

56743-3. €125. 

Xylographa Bavarica: Blockbücher 

in bayerischen Sammlungen (Xylo-

Bav), ed. Bettina Wagner, with 

descriptions by Rahel Bacher, 

Veronika Hausler, Antonie Magen 

und Heike Riedel-Bierschwale 

(Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 

2016). 330 pp., illustr. ISBN: 978-

3-447-10524-8. Detailed 

descriptions of 15th-century 

xylographic books held in 14 

institutions in Bavaria. See also 

https://www.bayerische-

landesbibliothek-

online.de/xylographa for digital 

images of the block-books and their 

watermarks. 

10 Stationen zur mitteleuropäischen 

Buchmalerei des 15. Jahrhunderts 

(Buchmalerei des 15. Jahrhunderts 

in Mitteleuropa 5-14), Jeffrey 

Hamburger (Luzern: Quaternio 

Verlag, 2015), 10 vols; ISBN: 978-

3-905924-43-5. €128. Further 

details at 

www.quaternio.ch/buchmalerei%2

Dmitteleuropa/. 

 

PERIODICALS 

Jahrbuch für Buch- und 

Bibliotheksgeschichte 

Editors: Uwe Jochum, Bernhard 

Lübbers, Armin Schlechter and 

Bettina Wagner (Heidelberg: 

Universitätsverlag). The first issue 

of this new journal on the history of 

books and libraries includes the 

following articles: Alois Schmid, 

‘Buch- und Bibliotheksforschung 

der Neuzeit. Stand und 

Perspektiven’; Lydia Glorius, 

https://www.bayerische-landesbibliothek-online.de/xylographa
https://www.bayerische-landesbibliothek-online.de/xylographa
https://www.bayerische-landesbibliothek-online.de/xylographa
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‘Antike Bibliotheken. Griechisch–

römische Doppelbibliotheken’; 

Christine Sauer, ‘Die 

Druckwerkstatt Anton Kobergers. 

Neue Quellen zum Entstehungsort 

der Schedelschen Weltchronik’; 

Christian Malzer / Annemarie 

Kaindl, ‘“Was bey den drobigen 

Stifften vnd Clöstern noch vor 

Bibliothecen vorhanden.” Die 

Klosterbibliotheken der Oberen 

Pfalz im Spiegel der Kataloge von 

1600/01 und die Errichtung der 

Bibliotheca Palatina Ambergensis’; 

Valentin Groebner, ‘Das digitale 

Paradies. Lesen, Schreiben und 

Verschwinden in der elektrifizierten 

Gelehrtenrepublik’; Georg Siebeck, 

‘Die Vielfalt der Verlage und die 

Freiheit der Wissenschaft’; Armin 

Schlechter, ‘Eine Ovid-Inkunabel 

aus dem Besitz von Agostino 

Nettucci /Vespucci’; Alois Schmid, 

‘Ein unbekanntes Autograph des 

Johannes Aventinus in der 

Staatlichen Bibliothek 

Regensburg’; Bernhard Lübbers, 

‘Eine »Fuggerzeitung« des 16. 

Jahrhunderts in den Beständen der 

Staatlichen Bibliothek 

Regensburg’; Armin Schlechter, 

‘Ein bisher unbekannter Brief von 

Clemens Brentano an Friedrich 

Creuzers Frau Sophie aus dem Jahr 

1806’. First issue: (winter 2016), 

1990 pp. ISBN 978–3–8253–6700–

8. €48. 

Pecia. Le livre et l’écrit  

Submissions are invited for volume 

21 (2018), whose theme will be 

‘Livres de maîtres, livres 

d’étudiants: le manuscrit 

universitaire au Moyen Âge’. 

Papers might cover commissions, 

physical production, decoration, 

use, circulation, etc. Authors should 

submit by 31 May 2017 a summary 

of the proposal (title and abstract, 

maximum 300 words) and a brief 

curriculum vitae. Contact: Jean-Luc 

Deuffic (jldeuffic@gmail.com); 

further details at: 

http://blog.pecia.fr/#sthash.ZuDSSd

RI.dpuf.  

Manuscript Studies: A Journal of 

the Schoenberg Institute for 

Manuscript Studies 

The Fall 2016 issue is now 

available online at: 

https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35280. 

This issue, devoted to histories of 

collecting and provenance studies, 

features the following 

contributions: Megan L. Cook, 

‘Joseph Holland and the Idea of the 

Chaucerian Book’; Anne-Marie 

Eze, ‘“Safe from Destruction by 

Fire”: Isabella Stewart Gardner’s 

Venetian Manuscripts’; Julia 

Verkholantsev, ‘From Sinai to 

California: The Trajectory of Greek 

NT Codex 712 from the UCLA 

Young Research Library’s Special 

Collections (170/347)’; Eric 

Johnson & Scott Gwara, ‘“The 

Butcher’s Bill”: Using the 

Schoenberg Database to Reverse-

Engineer Medieval and Renaissance 

Manuscript Books from Constituent 

Fragments’; William P. Stoneman, 

‘The Linked Collections of William 

Bragge (1823–1884) of 

Birmingham and Dr. Thomas 

Shadford Walker (1834–1885) of 

Liverpool’; Peter Kidd, ‘Medieval 

Origins Revealed by Modern 

Provenance: The Case of the 

Bywater Missal’; Lisa Fagin Davis, 

‘Canons, Huguenots, Movie Stars, 

and Missionaries: A Breviary’s 

Journey from Le Mans to Reno’; 

https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35280
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Toby Burrows, ‘Manuscripts of Sir 

Thomas Phillipps in North 

American Institutions’; Hanno 

Wijsman, ‘The Bibale Database at 

the IRHT: A Digital Tool for 

Researching Manuscript 

Provenance’; Debra Taylor 

Cashion, ‘Broken Books’. The 

Spring 2017 issue will be devoted 

to a survey of major Thai 

manuscript collections around the 

world. For more information and to 

subscribe, go to 

http://mss.pennpress.org. 

 

WEBSITES & ONLINE  

RESOURCES 

Eleanor of Aquitaine’s Psalter? 

According to the Royal Library in 

The Hague, Eleanor of Aquitaine 

may have been the owner of their 

exuberantly illuminated 12th-

century Psalter (MS 76 F 13) that 

includes a full-page miniature of an 

aristocratic lady. Now fully 

digitised, the manuscript can be 

viewed online at: 

www.kb.nl/themas/middeleeuwse-

handschriften/psalter-van-eleonora-

van-aquitanie.  

Utrecht’s Fasciculus temporum 

(1480) goes online 

A copy of the Fasciculus 

temporum, the chronicle of world 

history composed in the 1470s by 

the Carthusian monk Werner 

Rolevinck (1425–1502), has now 

been digitised by the team at 

Utrecht University. The incunable 

(shelfmark Utrecht University 

Library, THO: RAR 11-27 qu), 

which is illustrated with many 

beautiful woodcuts, is the only 

printed Dutch translation of the 

work. It was printed and published 

in Utrecht in 1480 by Johann 

Veldener, who may have been 

involved in the first printing in 

Cologne in 1474. The translation 

continues the history to at least 

1474 and includes an extensive 

chronicle of the city of Utrecht. 

Visit the website at: 

http://bc.library.uu.nl/chronicle-

colour.  

Iter Liturgicum Italicum 

Giacomo Baroffio’s catalogue of 

Italian liturgical manuscripts is now 

available on line at 

http://liturgicum.irht.cnrs.fr/fr/. 

Earlier Latin Manuscripts. Tools 

for studying the scripts of the 

oldest Latin manuscripts 

http://elmss.nuigalway.ie/ 
The database is founded on E. A. 

Lowe’s Codices Latini Antiquiores 

and thus focuses on non-

documentary texts written before 

the year 800. All the manuscripts in 

Lowe’s corpus and its supplements 

will be found here, along with 

corrections by Lowe and later 

scholars. In addition to the research 

tools provided by the catalogue, 

you will also find collections of 

manuscripts arranged by origin, 

provenance, script, and text. These 

databases can be interrogated in 

several ways: filtering by keyword, 

which searches the text of the entire 

database, by library, by script, or by 

date (or any combination of those 

filters), and the results sorted by 

clicking on any of the column 

headings. 
 

  

http://mss.pennpress.org/
http://elmss.nuigalway.ie/
http://elmss.nuigalway.ie/corpus
http://elmss.nuigalway.ie/corpus
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JONATHAN SWIFT’S 350th ANNIVERSARY 

 

 
 

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, MS 1050, f. 4.  

A volume of Jonathan Swift material including his autobiography and a sermon on 

brotherly love. See p. 18 for details of the exhibition in Trinity College’s Long Room, 

celebrating the 350th anniversary of Swift’s birth in Dublin. 

© Courtesy of the Board of Trinity College, the University of Dublin. 
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THE SOLITARY READER MEETS 

ANOTHER REMARKABLE MANUSCRIPT 

 

 

Christopher de Hamel, former Chair of AMARC, at the National Library of Wales, 

Aberystwyth, meeting one of the ‘Remarkable Manuscripts’ discussed in his recent 

book (see details on p. 31). 

The manuscript is the ‘Hengwrt Chaucer’, one of the earliest and most important 

copies of The Canterbury Tales, National Library of Wales, MS Peniarth 392D, c. 

1400.  

 

© Trwy garedigrwydd Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru/By kind permission of the 

National Library of Wales. 

 


