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AMARC MEMBERSHIP 
Membership can be personal or in-

stitutional. Institutional members 

receive two copies of mailings, 

have triple voting rights, and may 

send staff to meetings at the 

members’ rate. Details and 

application forms are available 

from: www.amarc.org.uk. 

Enquiries about membership should 

be addressed to the Membership 

Secretary: Dr Richard Wragg, 

AMARC Membership Secretary, 

Archivist, The National Gallery  

Trafalgar Square, London, WC2N 

5DN; email: Richard.Wragg@ng-

london.org.uk.  

Please do remember to inform the 

Membership Secretary of any 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/
mailto:Richsrd.Wragg@ng-london.org.uk
mailto:Richsrd.Wragg@ng-london.org.uk
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change in your email or postal 

address. 

Annual subscription rates (April–

March) are:  

Personal Membership: £10 

Institutional Membership: £30 

(For non-sterling cheques, please 

add £7 extra to cover bank charges). 

Please send your payment to: Dr 

Michael Stansfield, AMARC 

Treasurer, c/o Durham University 

Library, Palace Green, Durham 

DH1 3RN. Payment by standing 

order is welcomed. Forms can be  

obtained from the Membership 

Secretary or Treasurer. If more 

members with UK bank accounts 

could pay by standing order it 

would considerably decrease the 

amount of time spent on 

administration. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

Many thanks to all contributors to 

this issue, including the following 

whose help or contributions are un-

attributed: 

Maredudd ap Huw, Claire Breay, 

Siobhan Convery, Kenneth Dunn, 

James Freeman, Eleanor Jackson, 

Jane Maxwell, Bernard Meehan, 

Elizabeth Morrison, Pamela 

Robinson, Franziska Schnoor, 

Michael Stansfield Mary Wellesley, 

John Wells and Richard Wragg. 

Thanks are also due to the 

Huntarian Museum, the National 

Museum of Scotland and William 

Cowley’s Parchment Makers for 

their use of images.  

The views expressed herein are 

those of the Editor and other named 

contributors. In addition to contri-

butions from individuals, inform-

ation has been taken from a variety 

of websites, press releases etc., the 

accuracy of which cannot be 

guaranteed. You are advised to 

confirm details, especially if 

travelling to events or exhibitions. 

DEADLINE for publication in  

Issue no. 72 is 1 April 2019. 

Please send your articles or any 

news of interest to the editors: 

Becky Lawton 

(beckyjlawton@gmail.com) and 

Rachael Merrison 

(r.merrison@cheltenhamcollege.org

). Images submitted should be 

delivered via e-mail or file-share.  

AMARC GRANTS 

AMARC members are reminded 

that applications may be made for 

projects that bring AMARC and its 

activities to a wider audience and 

support the stated aim of AMARC: 

to promote the accessibility, 

preservation and archives of all 

periods in libraries and other 

research collections in Great Britain 

and Ireland. Typical examples are: 

contributing to the costs of holding 

conferences and workshops; 

support for small projects such as 

the web-publication of unpublished 

catalogues of manuscripts; 

assistance to scholars in obtaining 

reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of projects 

whose aims are in line with those of 

AMARC; the provision of 

equipment to facilitate access to 

manuscripts; assistance with the 

necessary purchase of manuscripts 

and archives to benefit the AMARC 

community; carrying out 

conservation work on manuscripts 

and archives.  

mailto:r.merrison@cheltenhamcollege.org
mailto:r.merrison@cheltenhamcollege.org
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Applicants must be fully paid-up 

individual or institutional members, 

of at least one year’s standing, and 

should read carefully the detailed 

information about applying found at 

www.amarc.org.uk/grants.htm. 

Funding levels may vary from year 

to year, but it is anticipated that the 

Committee will make awards of not 

more than £500 each. Applications 

will particularly be encouraged 

from postgraduate, postdoctoral and 

early-career researchers.  

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, 

conference or work; its overall cost; 

the grant being sought; the names 

and addresses of two referees; 

details of the addressee for the 

cheque. Applications should be 

submitted to Dr Michael Stansfield, 

AMARC Treasurer, c/o Durham 

University Library, Palace Green, 

Durham DH1 3RN or 

HUm.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk, at 

any time. They will usually be 

considered at the next Committee 

meeting (held in April and 

November) and successful 

applicants will be informed soon 

thereafter. 

Grant recipients will be required to 

submit for publication in this 

Newsletter a brief report (300-500 

words) of the use to which the grant 

was put.  

Recently awarded grants  

At the last committee meeting, it 

was decided that two grants would 

be awarded. One grant will 

contribute towards the cost of 

holding a workshop aimed at the 

students of a new MA Celtic 

Studies programme at the 

University of Western Brittany. 

This grant will enable Dr Ceridwen 

Lloyd-Morgan, former Head of 

Manuscripts at the National Library 

of Wales, to lead a workshop on 

manuscripts in Wales from the 

thirteenth to the seventeenth 

centuries. The workshop will take 

place in October/November 2018. 

The second grant awarded by the 

committee will contribute towards 

the costs of holding the conference 

Paper-stuff: Materiality, 

Technology and Invention, held at 

the Faculty of English, University 

of Cambridge 10-11 September 

2018.  

We look forward to including full 

reports from the grant-holders in the 

spring newsletter.  

 

AMARC MEETINGS 

Future Meetings  

Plans are afoot for future AMARC 

meetings in 2019. Announcements 

of meetings shall be made to 

members via email and full details 

will be provided in the next 

newsletter in spring 2019.  

Modern Scottish Literary 

Manuscripts  

National Library of Scotland, 

Edinburgh 

19 April 2018 

In April, just after spring newsletter 

went to press, the National Library 

of Scotland hosted the first 

AMARC meeting of 2018. The 

theme of this meeting was inspired 

by a major exhibition at the Library 

to celebrate Scottish-born author 

Mural Spark on the centenary of her 

birth. 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/grants.htm
mailto:m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk
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A fascinating series of papers 

explored aspects of modern Scottish 

literary manuscripts and the 

archives of their authors. Dr John 

Scally, Librarian & Chief Executive 

at the Library began proceedings 

with a paper on Kulgin Duval and 

Colin Hamilton’s recent bequest to 

the Library. Duval and Hamilton 

are well known collectors of books 

and literary archives. In his paper, 

Scally raised important questions 

regarding what happens to literary 

archives as authors approach the 

end of their career, and what could 

be learned from absences in 

archives as much as the documents 

which are present.  

Similar issues were explored in the 

discussion which followed between 

acclaimed Scottish writer, James 

Kelman, and Bernhard Meehan, 

Chairman of AMARC. Meehan 

prompted Kelman to discuss how 

he values the materials in his own 

archive and whether he has any 

intentions regarding the afterlife of 

his archive. Meehan was also keen 

to learn of Kelman’s writing 

process, and whether, as a writer, he 

has used the archives of other 

writers.  

Dr Collin Mcllory commenced the 

afternoon sessions with a guided 

tour of the Murial Spark exhibition, 

followed by a paper on his 

experience cataloguing the Spark 

archive and preparing it for display 

in the exhibition. This discussion 

was continued by two scholars from 

the University of Glasgow, Dr 

Helen Stoddart and Professor 

Gerard Carrthers, who study 

Spark’s life and work. Stoddart and 

Carruthers spoke of the benefits of 

this new archive material for the 

future of Spark scholarship.  

The day was concluded with a 

paper from Dr Linden Bicket, on 

the archive of the Orkney-based 

poet, George Mackay Brown. 

Bicket spoke of the challenges of 

indexing, cataloguing and re-

housing the material before it was 

made publically accessible at 

Orkney Library and Archive.  

Thanks are due to Meetings 

Secretary, Dr James Freeman, for 

organizing the event, and the 

National Library of Scotland for 

their hospitality. 

Visit to William Cowley 

Parchment Makers and AGM 

28 June 2018  

Submitted by Bernard Meehan:  

On a hot sunny day, AMARC 

members saw for themselves how 

parchment and vellum is made at 

William Cowley Parchment 

Makers, with many a preconception 

overturned as the Cowley’s team 

demonstrated the various phases of 

production. We appreciate the effort 

which Cowley’s made on our 

behalf, and the lunch they supplied, 

their lawn being the venue both for 

lunch and for our AGM. The 

committee is investigating the 

options for further such meetings. 

Mary Wellesley has written a full 

and vivid account of the visit here: 

https://www.lrb.co.uk/v40/n16/mar

y-wellesley/short-cuts. The 

following is Mary’s abridgement, 

kindly supplied to the Newsletter:  

The work of making parchment is 

unglamorous, and sometimes it 

smells like the inside of a boxing 

https://www.lrb.co.uk/v40/n16/mary-wellesley/short-cuts
https://www.lrb.co.uk/v40/n16/mary-wellesley/short-cuts
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glove: like cheese and sweat and 

hard work. There is only one firm 

of parchment makers left in the UK. 

There are places elsewhere in the 

world where parchment is 

produced, but there the process is 

partially mechanized. At William 

Cowley’s – situated somewhat 

improbably near Milton Keynes – 

everything is still done by hand. 

What happens there is probably not 

much different from what was done 

in the Hellenistic city of Pergamon 

during the reign of Eumenes II 

(197–159 BCE). Eumenes was an 

avid bibliophile and built a library 

to rival that of Alexandria, 

containing 200,000 volumes at its 

peak. According to Pliny, Ptolemy 

of Egypt was so enraged by the 

acquisitive habits of his bibliophilic 

neighbour that he banned the sale of 

papyrus. Eumenes instructed his 

subjects to find an alternative 

writing material, and parchment 

was born. Where papyrus was 

fibrous, brittle and prone to 

breakage, parchment was flexible, 

durable and milky smooth. The city 

gave its name to the material: 

pergamenum is the Latin word for 

parchment.  

The initial stage of making 

parchment involves working with 

whole goat or calf hides, which 

come fresh from the abattoir, 

covered in hair. They still contain 

the suggestion of a lopped-off head 

and the beginnings of a tail. I saw 

one which had the remnants of 

some castrated testicles encased in a 

rubber band. In a store room there 

was a huge pile of these hides, 

folded up, like furry pillow cases 

waiting to be laundered.  

After arriving at the parchment-

makers, the hides are soaked for 

around 2 weeks in a vat of lime (not 

of the citrus variety). At the end of 

this, they come out sodden on the 

hair side and slippery on the flesh 

side. The lime breaks down the 

follicles and loosens the hair. I 

watched as a hide was fished out 

and thrown over a wooden stump 

with a wet thwack. It lay hair-side 

up, liquid dripping from its brown 

curled ends. The stump is a smooth-

topped wooden block, which the 

parchmenter leans over. Once there, 

the hair (known as the ‘nap’) is 

removed with a long, curved knife 

(called a ‘scudder’) which has 

wooden handles at both ends. I had 

a go at this and the hair peeled off 

like the skin from a potato – it was 

satisfying, if disconcerting. What is 

exposed is unmistakably flesh: 

faintly translucent, with the 

suggestion of veins beneath. Seeing 

this I thought of the Silence of the 

Lambs. There is something glaring 

about such a large piece of 

disembodied skin and I was 

reminded of those statues of Saint 

Bartholomew, with impassive, 

saintly expression, and his skin 

slung over his shoulder like a 

shawl.   

After having their hair removed, the 

skins are dried and then stretched 

across a frame, known as a herse. 

The word comes from the 

French herse meaning a harrow and 

ultimately from Latin hirpex. It is a 

cousin of ‘hearse’, which originally 

meant a frame for carrying lighted 

tapers over a coffin. The funereal 

connotation seems appropriate. 

Skins cannot be nailed to a frame 
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because they would rip during the 

drying process. Instead, the skin’s 

edge is gathered in bunches around 

balls of newspaper (in the medieval 

period, this would have been done 

with pebbles known as pippins) and 

tied with string to pegs at the edge 

of the frame. Treated in this way, 

the skin and frame take on the 

appearance of a rustic trampoline.  

As the skin is stretched by twisting 

the pegs, hot water is applied and 

any remaining fat, especially from 

the meat-side, is removed using a 

knife shaped like a crescent moon 

called a lunellum or sometimes a 

lunellarium (at Cowley’s they 

simply call it a ‘luna’). The process 

of stretching and scraping is 

repeated several times before the 

frame is put into the ‘oven’, which 

is a large drying room. I made the 

mistake of venturing into the oven, 

which was hot and milky-smelling, 

in a heady way. My curiosity 

quietly died in there.  

After the oven, the skins are ready 

for the final stage of their 

processing when the last layer of 

skin is shaved off, removing any 

dark patches or traces of hair, this 

time with a slightly larger ‘luna’. 

Again, I had a go. Parchment holes 

are a common feature of medieval 

manuscripts. Picking up the knife, I 

was sure I was about to scrape too 

hard and break the skin. But the 

skin is remarkably strong; I could 

have hacked at it without breaking 

it. It’s not surprising, therefore, that 

one of the main uses for parchment 

today is drumskins.  

Leaving Cowley’s, I reflected that it 

is a place from a different time – 

not simply a place that plies an 

ancient trade, but also a place that 

disdains disposability. It prizes 

what is durable and recyclable. You 

get the sense that little there is 

thrown away unnecessarily. 

Everything shows the marks of use 

and re-use: the wooden handles of 

tools glossy and smooth from years 

of handling. I thought about 

Eumenes II and wondered what 

material remains of our culture will 

be left two millennia hence.  

[A fuller version of Mary’s article 

appears in Vol. 40 No. 16 30 

August 2018 of the London Review 

of Books.] 

 

Thanks are owed to Bernhard 

Meehan, Claire Breay and James 

Freeman, for organizing the event.  

 

MANUSCRIPT AND 

ARCHIVE RELATED NEWS  

Archives Revealed funding 

supports nine cataloguing 

projects  

Archives Revealed is a partnership 

programme between The National 

Archives and The Pilgrim Trust 

which funds the cataloguing 

projects in archives and record 

offices. Nine projects have recently 

been announced as the recipients of 

the first round of funding:  

 Derbyshire Record Office – 

‘Discovering Franklin – The 

Sir John Franklin Papers’.  

 Explore York – ‘City of York 

Engineers and Architects 

Drawings: On the Drawing 

Board’.  

 Berwick Record Office – 

‘Twixt Thistle and Rose: 
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Unlocking Berwick Borough’s 

Archives’.  

 Staffordshire Record Office – 

‘The Bawdy Courts of 

Lichfield: Scandal laid bare, 

strife uncovered and beautiful 

buildings revealed’.  

 University of St Andrews – 

‘Hidden Burgh: Restoring 

Cupar’s place at the heart of 

Fife’.  

 Aerospace Bristol – ‘Out of 

the Aircraft Hold: The History 

of Bristol’s Aerospace 

Companies’.  

 Seven Stories: The National 

Centre for Children’s Books – 

‘Notes in the margins: 

Opening up the papers of 

children’s literary editors and 

agents’.  

 British Motor Industry 

Heritage Trust – ‘British 

Leyland Collection – The Art 

of Selling’.  

 Media Archive for Central 

England – ‘Rewind-Playback: 

Revealing the Midlands 

Community Video Movement 

(1970s-2000s).  

Six collections from UK archives 

added to the UNESCO UK 

Memory of the World Register 

The United Kingdom National 

Commission (UKNC) for UNESCO 

(United Nations Educations 

Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation) works with the UK 

Memory of the World Committee 

and the UK Government 

Department for Digital, Culture, 

Media and Sport in the UK to 

ensure that our national 

documentary heritage is recognized 

and included on the UK Memory of 

the World Register.  

On International Archives Day, 9 

June 2018, the UKNC were 

delighted to announce that the UK 

Memory of the World Committee 

and Department for Digital, 

Culture, Media and Sport has 

endorsed the inclusion of six 

significant archives which will join 

the wealth of national material 

already on the prestigious UK 

register.  The six collections 

include: 

 The Commonwealth War 

Graves Commission 

Casualty Archive. 

 Sir Robert Cotton’s 

Collection of Manuscripts, 

British Library.  

 Eton Choir Book, Eton 

College. 

 The Base and Field reports, 

and related Photographic 

material of the British 

Antarctic Survey and its 

Predecessors. 

 The Chronicle of Elis 

Gruffudd, ‘Soldier of 

Calais’, The National 

Library of Wales.  

 Early Gaelic Manuscripts of 

the Scottish Advocates 

Library.  

Durham University develops new 

international residential research 

library 

In partnership with Ushaw College, 

Durham University has developed a 

new international residential 

research library to enable and foster 

research across the three historic 

collections of Durham, enhancing 

the thriving scholarly community 

that already exists in and around 

Durham City. 
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A programme of research 

fellowships will support research 

into the globally significant 

collections held by Durham 

Cathedral, Ushaw College and 

Durham University, including 

Palace Green Library and the 

Oriental Museum. These collections 

include not only libraries, but also 

archives, collections of visual and 

material culture, and architectural 

assets. Fellows will be encouraged 

to work collaboratively with 

academic subject specialists, 

librarians, archivists and curators to 

realise the collections’ research 

potential, and to develop innovative 

research agendas. They will also be 

encouraged to participate in the life 

of the University, particularly its 

broad range of seminar series. 

25 fellowships have been awarded 

so far for research visits of between 

1 and 3 months during the academic 

year 2018-19.  Information about 

the scheme and related fellowships 

is available at 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/imems/resear

chfellowships/ 

 

Huge archive of mail from 

captured ships, spanning three 

centuries, to be digitized  

May 2018 saw the beginning of a 

major project to digitize, catalogue 

and describe the Prize Papers 

Archive, a miscellaneous collection 

of documents dating predominantly 

from 1652 to 1815. The archive is 

comprised of thousands of 

undelivered personal letters which 

were seized from ships captured 

during Britain’s naval wars over 

three centuries. Many letters still 

bear wax seals and some remain 

unopened. Documents identified so 

far include journals, sheet music, 

drawings, poems and artefacts like 

seeds, glass beads and keys. The 

letters document the experiences of 

ordinary people during the major 

wars including the American and 

French Revolutionary wars and the 

Napoleonic conflicts.  

The letters were presented as court 

evidence before the Prize Court of 

the High Admiralty, near to St 

Pauls London. From then, the 

letters, still stored in mail sacks, 

were moved to the Tower of 

London, where they remained until 

1850 when they were transferred to 

the Public Record Office in the City 

of London.  

This major digitization project is 

funded by the Union of the German 

Academies of Sciences and 

Humanities and is carried out in 

cooperation with the German 

Historical Institute London and the 

National Archives in Kew.  

Archive of poet, J.H. Prynne, now 

accessible to scholars at 

Cambridge University Library  

Article supplied by John Wells, 

Archivist at Cambridge, University 

Library  

A long-term aim at Cambridge 

University Library is to ensure that 

the manuscript holdings adequately 

represent a group of poets so 

closely associated with the city and 

the university that the label applied 

to it is the ‘Cambridge School’. The 

Cambridge School is, in practice, a 

disputed concept: some deny its 

existence altogether, while many 

others emphasise the looseness of 

the connections between its 

members. When the term is 
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accepted, it is usually taken to 

denote both a component of the 

British Poetry Revival of the 1960s 

and ‘70s, and an outpost of late 

modernism. What is generally 

accepted is that a leading light of 

any Cambridge School that might 

exist is J. H. Prynne, a writer 

described in The Times by Peter 

Ackroyd in 1987 as ‘without doubt 

the most formidable and 

accomplished poet in England 

today’. The Library acquired 

Prynne’s literary papers and 

correspondence in August 2016. 

Filling 50 metres of shelving, the 

collection, accessioned as MS 

Add.10144, includes material 

covering all aspects of Prynne’s 

poetic career, together with much 

relating to his work as a critic and 

university teacher and 

administrator. 

 

Prynne’s earliest surviving poems 

were preserved in sets of loose 

drafts and typescript fair copies, 

and there are several groupings 

corresponding to his first book, 

Force of Circumstance. Since the 

mid-1960s, Prynne’s practice has 

been to assemble files relating both 

to the composition of a group or 

sequence of poems and its first 

publication in a (generally) small-

scale pamphlet production. These 

are full of interest for researchers 

working on the sources and form of 

Prynne’s poetry, containing as they 

do not only autograph working 

drafts of the poems but contextual 

documents assembled by Prynne at 

the time of the composition of the 

texts, and the record of his dealings 

with the publishers—often fellow 

poets—and commercial printing 

firms responsible for bringing the 

texts to physical form on the page. 

At the end of the 2011 Critical 

Documents edition of Kazoo 

Dreamboats Prynne provided a set 

of ‘reference cues’ to the poem; 

researchers will be able to establish 

to what extent the contextual 

documents in these files, often 

consisting of notes, references and 

photocopies of printed texts, 

function as similar ‘cues’ for 

Prynne’s earlier works. Prynne’s 

distribution of his publications to 

friends and colleagues is recorded 

in ‘sendout’ lists for most of the 

books, documenting the social and 

artistic networks which formed the 

works’ initial readerships. 

 

Prynne’s critical and academic 

writings extend from the essay 

‘Resistance and Difficulty’ 

published in Prospect in 1961 and 

drafts of a text on Thomas Hardy 

and the Victorian architectural 

tradition also from the early 1960s, 

through writings on topics as 

diverse as Shakespeare sonnets, 

Willem de Kooning, Robert Creeley 

and E. A. Markham, to ‘The Poet’s 

Imaginary’, a paper delivered at the 

University of Sussex in 2013 and 

subsequently published in the 

Chicago Review. Various genres of 

writing are included in this series, 

including essays, papers, lectures, 

reviews and commentaries. 

 

The largest single series in the 

archive is the correspondence. It 

documents Prynne’s most important 

literary relationships, and includes 

exchanges commenced in the early 

1960s with Charles Olson, Donald 

Davie, R. F. Langley and Edward 
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Dorn; letters from fellow 

contributors to The English 

Intelligencer, including Andrew 

Crozier, Peter Riley and Barry 

MacSweeney; and a lengthy 

correspondence with his French 

translator Bernard Dubourg, in the 

course of which heavily-annotated 

texts were exchanged to and fro in 

numerous versions. There are also 

correspondences begun in the 1970s 

and 1980s with younger generations 

of writers, including Veronica 

Forrest-Thomson. As well as the 

substantial literary 

correspondences, letters also occur 

from such diverse figures as Joseph 

Needham and Francis Crick. 

Throughout his career, Prynne has 

been assiduous in preserving copies 

of his outgoing letters, even going 

so far as to photocopy postcards 

before dispatch, and for the major 

series both sides of the 

correspondence are preserved in the 

archive. In many of the 

correspondences, the letters and 

cards are supplemented by verse 

and prose texts sent to Prynne, and 

there are numerous letters from him 

which contain detailed criticism of 

his correspondents’ creative work. 

 

Work has been going on for many 

months to sort and handlist the 

archive, and although it will be a 

considerable time yet before a full 

catalogue is completed, sufficient 

progress has already been made to 

enable access for researchers to 

substantial parts of the collection. 

Prynne has emphasised that he 

would like his papers to be 

accessible to students, readers and 

other writers, and the Library 

welcomes enquiries regarding the 

archive and its use. 

 

PROJECTS 

Labeculae Vivae: Stains Alive   

This new, cleverly-titled, research 

project aims to identify and 

catalogue the variety of stains found 

on parchment, paper and bindings 

in medieval and early modern 

books. The project gathered 

scientific data on 40 manuscripts 

from five intuitions in the United 

States. The project aims to develop 

a mixed dataset for characterized 

stains that are commonly found on 

manuscripts, a methodology for the 

replication of gathering and 

analysing the data, and a clear 

explanation for how to use the 

database for further study. The 

project hopes to equip scholars with 

additional tools for analysing the 

provenance, use transmission, 

preservation and materiality of their 

manuscripts. The project hopes to 

provoke new audiences to explore 

and study the human experience, be 

that a medieval person’s 

relationship to a manuscript or how 

that information relates to our 

interactions with books today. The 

dataset produced by this project will 

provide a new approach for scholars 

of the history of the book, book 

conservation and the materiality of 

books. 

For more information see, 

https://labeculaevivae.wordpress.co

m/   

 

Syriac Galen Palimpsest Project  

The editors of Manuscript Studies: 

A Journal of the Schoenberg 

https://labeculaevivae.wordpress.com/
https://labeculaevivae.wordpress.com/
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Institute for Manuscript Studies at 

the University of Pennsylvania are 

pleased to announce the publication 

of a special edition for Spring 2018 

based on the Syriac Galen 

Palimpsest Project. This special 

issue was the result of a conference 

held by the Schoenberg Institute for 

Manuscript Studies at the Kislak 

Center of the University of 

Pennsylvania Libraries on 29-30 

April 2016 entitled ‘Revealing 

Galen’s Simples’. The conference 

concerned a Syriac palimpsest first 

mentioned in a 1922 catalogue of 

the book dealer K.W. Hiersemann, 

and comprises an eleventh-century 

liturgical overtext and a ninth-

century undertext. Articles in the 

issue summarise different aspects of 

the project, particularly 

multispectral imaging, the 

ambitions of the data set, and the 

digital reconstruction of the original 

manuscript.  

For more information on the project 

and the journal issue see, 
https://mss.pennpress.org/current-

issue-abstracts/  

 

LECTURES 
Looking for Plague 

Wellcome Collection  

9 October 2018 

Dr Lori Jones will give a lecture on 

how her research into the plague 

and a discovery in a single 

Wellcome manuscript has evolved 

into an entirely new research 

project about the personalisation of 

medical knowledge in the past. 

For more information, please visit 

https://wellcomecollection.org/even

ts/W5ZmCCYAACYALLdc 

Women and Writing in the 

Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms 

King’s College, London  

23 October 2018 

Dr Alison Hudson, Project Curator 

of Anglo-Saxon Manuscripts at the 

British Library will be giving a talk 

as part of the Seminar Series run by 

the Centre for Late Antique and 

Medieval Studies, Kings College 

London.  

For more information, please visit 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/artshums/ahri

/centres/clams/events/clamslectures.

aspx  

 

Secrets of the Lotus Sutra 

The British Library 

19:15- 20:45 - 2 November 2018 

Mélodie Doumy, Curator of 

Chinese Collections at the British 

Library, talks about ongoing work 

to conserve, digitise and make 

available online nearly 800 

manuscripts of the Lotus Sutra in 

Chinese, placing them back in the 

original context of their 

production.  

To book please visit, 

https://www.bl.uk/events/secrets-

of-the-lotus-sutra  

 

Tolkien’s World  

The British Library 

19:00-20:30 - 16 November 2018 

Join Tolkien experts Mark Atherton 

and John Garth as they explore the 

grand sweep of Tolkien’s world. 

Tolkien was a Professor of Old 

English/Anglo-Saxon and Middle 

English language and literature at 

Oxford, and this literature, 

particularly Beowulf, influenced his 

own writings. Tolkien also based 
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the people of Rohan, the Rohirrim, 

on the historical Anglo-Saxons, 

giving them Anglo-Saxon names, 

customs, and poetry. 

To book please visit, 

https://www.bl.uk/events/tolkiens-

world  

 

The Welsh Political Archive 

Annual Lecture: Aneurin Bevan, 

Pensaer y Gwasanaeth lechyd 

Gwladol (1945-1948)  

The National Library of Wales. 

5.30 pm - 2 November 2018  

This lecture will be given by Revd 

Dr D. Ben Rees, who will discuss 

the career of Aneurin Bevan, who 

was appointed Minister of Heath by 

Clement Attlee after the 1945 

General Election. The lecture will 

explore Bevan’s relationship with 

the Tredegar Medical Aid Society 

which gave him a socialist vision to 

create the National Health Service.  

 

Exploring Archives: Tales of the 

Unexpected 

National Records of Scotland, 

Edinburgh  

14:00-15:00 27 November 2018  

Join Dr Jill Turnbull as she 

discusses her long-standing passion 

for archival research. Dr Turnbull's 

talk will illustrate unusual stories 

from the archives, surprising 

discoveries, and will use material 

from a variety of local sources 

details of which will be provided.  

To book please visit, 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/expl

oring-archives-tales-of-the-

unexpected-tickets-49806364176  

 

The Mostyn Psalter-Hours: a 

deluxe illuminated manuscript  

The National Library of Wales  

1pm – 5 December 2018  

Dr Kathleen Doyle, Lead Curator of 

Illuminated Manuscripts, British 

Library, will discuss their recent 

acquisition of the Mostyn Psalter-

Hours. This is a deluxe illuminated 

manuscript made in London in the 

late thirteenth century and is an 

outstanding example of English 

illumination.  

   

GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS 
Oxford Bibliographical Society 

Grants  

The Oxford Bibliographical Society 

offers an annual series of grants to 

help in defraying the costs of 

holding conferences, exhibitions 

and workshops; to support small 

projects such as the web-

publication of unpublished 

catalogues of manuscripts and 

printed books; and to provide 

assistance to scholars in obtaining 

reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of projects 

whose aims are in line with those of 

the Oxford Bibliographical Society. 

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, 

conference or work (no more than 

200 words); its overall cost with a 

break-down of how the grant would 

be used; the name, address and e-

mail address of one referee; and the 

applicant’s contact details 

(including a postal address). 

Applications should be submitted to 

the Secretary by 31 March in each 

year and will be evaluated by 

Council at its Spring Meeting. 

Applications received after 31 
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March will be considered in the 

following year’s round of grants. 

Successful applicants will be 

informed as soon as possible after 

the spring meeting and the results 

announced at the Society’s AGM 

and on its website.  

The applicant need not be a 

member of the Society. 

Applications need not relate to 

Oxford, however Oxford-based or 

Oxford-related submissions may be 

prioritised. Funding levels may vary 

from year to year, but it is 

anticipated that Council will make 

awards of not more than £1,500 in 

total in each year.  

Successful applicants will be 

required to mention the contribution 

of the Society in any written, 

printed, on-line or other visual 

material relating to the event, work 

or research, and to submit for 

publication via the website and 

other appropriate means a brief 

report (300–500 words) on the use 

to which the grant was put.  

Contact: The Honorary Secretary, 

Oxford Bibliographical Society, 

secretary@oxbibsoc.org.uk.  

 

The Friends of the National 

Libraries Grant. 

Application Deadline: rolling 

The Friends of the National 

Libraries (FNL) helps university 

libraries, national libraries, 

museums, art galleries and record 

offices acquire books, manuscripts 

and archives that you would not 

otherwise have resources to 

purchase. We help the nation’s 

libraries not just national libraries 

and our two main criteria when 

awarding grants are the historical, 

literary and other qualities of the 

propose acquisition and its 

significance to your collection. We 

also take into account price, 

condition and provenance. 

We usually contribute part of the 

cost of an acquisition, with the 

remainder coming from your own 

or other sources. We can also 

respond to applications where no 

other money is available, so long as 

you have thoroughly explored all 

other possible sources of support. 

Our grants tend to be in the range of 

£1,000 to £20,000, with most grants 

being between £2k and 

£10k.  Receiving a grant from the 

FNL often helps unlock other 

sources of funding. 

To apply please write a letter of 

application and email it to Dr 

Frances Harris, Honorary Secretary 

(secretary@fnlmail.org.uk). There 

are no application deadlines and for 

further information, visit: 

http://www.friendsofnationallibrarie

s.org.uk/applying-grants/faq  

 

The National Manuscripts 

Conservation Trust 

Application Deadlines: 

1 October 2018 

1 April 2019 

The National Manuscripts 

Conservation Trust offers grants for 

the conservation and preservation 

of manuscripts and archives. Since 

the NMCT was founded in 1990 it 

has awarded grants of over £3 

million, ensuring that important 

collections can once more be made 

accessible to the public and 

researchers. 

mailto:secretary@fnlmail.org.uk)
http://www.friendsofnationallibraries.org.uk/applying-grants/faq
http://www.friendsofnationallibraries.org.uk/applying-grants/faq
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We welcome grant applications 

from non-national institutions such 

as county record offices, museums, 

university archives/special 

collections, cathedral archives and 

libraries, as well as owners of 

manuscripts that are exempt from 

capital taxation or owned by a 

charitable trust. 

Our grants can cover conservation, 

binding and other preservation 

measures, including digitisation 

(providing it is part of a wider 

conservation project). The 

significance of the collection or 

items to be conserved, as well as 

the proposed conservation 

treatment, are carefully reviewed by 

Trustees when making decisions. 

NMCT is the only grant giver 

solely focused on manuscript 

conservation and we are keen to 

spread the benefit of the funding 

that we have available, so do 

consider applying. 

Applications must be submitted via 

the application form, which may be 

downloaded from the NMCT 

website: 

www.nmct.co.uk/applying-us  

If you have any queries please 

contact Mrs Nell Hoare, Secretary: 

info@nmct.co.uk  

 

James G. Ollé Awards  

The Library and Information 

History Group offer awards of up to 

£1000 in memory of James G. Ollé, 

active teacher and distinguished 

writer in the field of library history. 

These awards, offered since 2002, 

are available to anyone with a keen 

interest in Library and/or 

Information History and candidates 

do not need to be attached to 

libraries, archive repositories or 

academic institutions to apply. 

Applicants need only to be existing 

members of the Library and 

Information History Group, or join 

the Group on receipt of an Award. 

Examples of what an Award might 

be used to fund include: 

 travel and accommodation 

costs in order to undertake 

research on an aspect of 

library or information history 

 attendance costs at a training 

course on an aspect of 

library or information history 

 reproduction costs 

(photocopying, digitisation, 

photography) 

James Ollé Award recipients are 

required to write a report 

(maximum 1000 words) of the work 

undertaken for inclusion in the 

LIHG's Newsletter. They might 

also be invited to present a short 

paper at an LIHG conference or 

Group meeting, such as the AGM. 

Further particulars, expressions of 

interest and applications, which 

should include a CV, a statement of 

plans, a draft budget and the names 

and addresses of two referees, 

should be send to the Group's 

Awards Manager: 

Dr Dorothy Clayton 

Awards Manager, Library and 

Information History Group 

dorothy.clayton@manchester.ac.uk 

 

 

http://www.nmct.co.uk/applying-us
mailto:info@nmct.co.uk
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CALL FOR PAPERS  

Dark Archives: A conference on 

the Medieval Unread & 

Unreadable  

Oxford, Autumn 2019  

The Society for the Study of 

Medieval Languages and Literature 

is to hold a major conference in 

autumn 2019 under the theme ‘Dark 

Archives’. This theme aims to 

explore medieval materials which 

are not read, and how they might be 

accessed. The sessions intend to 

explore how various types of 

history have been shaped by works 

not being read, the marginization of 

sources and the exaltation of others. 

Other sessions will consider the 

mechanisms and implications of 

bringing these dark materials into 

the light, for example by machine 

based transcription, including 

neural networks and crowd-

sourcing. The organizers aim to 

produce a wide-ranging evaluative 

discussion of these matters, rather 

than a re-telling of particular 

endeavours.  

The organizers would like to 

receive 500-word abstracts of 

proposed papers, with a CV, to 

ssmll@history.ox.ac.uk by  

31 December 2018.  

For more information please see 

http://aevum.space/darkarchives   

 

CONFERENCES 

 

The Manuscripts of 

Charlemagne’s Court School: 

Individual Creation and 

European Cultural Heritage 

Stadtbibliothek Trier 

10 – 12 October 2018  

Efforts are currently being made to 

register the manuscripts of 

Charlemagne’s Court School in the 

list of UNESCO Memory of the 

World. It concerns a corpus of eight 

complete manuscripts and a 

fragment that are supplemented by 

the ‘Vienna Coronation Gospels’ 

originating from the Court School 

of Charlemagne.  

At this conference, over 30 

international experts of the field 

will explore this subject via papers 

divided into three sections. Section 

I will present an updated inventory 

of the manuscripts of the Court 

School. Section II will focus on the 

art historical aspects of the Court 

School, and Section III on the 

environmental aspects. Section IV 

will analyse the historical aspects 

concerning the production and 

reception of the manuscripts, and 

Section V will discuss Liturgy and 

Music.  

This conference has a 

transdisciplinary approach and 

papers will be presented in both 

English and German.  

To book please visit,  

https://courtschool.eu/english/tagun

g  

 

Women in London: Celebrating 

100 years of Campaigning and 

Change  

London Metropolitan Archives.  

19 October 2018  

This annual conference hosted by 

Archives for London marks the 

centenary of universal suffrage, 

focussing on ‘Women in Archives’. 

The conference will feature a range 

of papers such as two on the 

Suffrage 100 exhibition at The 

mailto:ssmll@history.ox.ac.uk
http://aevum.space/darkarchives
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National Archives and the Voice 

and Vote exhibition by the 

Parliamentary Archives.  

To book, please visit 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wo

men-in-london-celebrating-100-

years-of-campaigning-and-change-

tickets-49736705826  

 

Voices of the Home Fronts: 

Reflections and legacies of the 

First World War 

The National Archives 

19 October – 20 October 2018 

This two-day conference will 

explore the use of unusual and 

underused sources, such as material 

culture, and will illuminate the 

histories of post-war societies, and 

examine the impact of the 

Armistice on everyday life. The 

conference will examine the life 

and society in the immediate 

aftermath of the war from national 

and international perspectives.  

The conference will bring together 

independent researchers, 

community groups, museum 

curators and academics to showcase 

recent research and generate 

dynamic discussion, and foster new 

collaborations both nationally and 

internationally.  

To book please visit, 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/voic

es-of-the-home-fronts-reflections-

and-legacies-of-the-first-world-war-

tickets-47713533463   

 

The Mostyn Manuscripts 

Symposium  

The National Library of Wales  

2 November 2018 

The Mostyn family were recognised 

as one of the most influential 

landholding families in Wales. The 

collections they generated over the 

course of their long history provide 

an outstanding foundation for 

research. Through a series of short 

presentations, this one-day public 

symposium will showcase a range 

of studies based on the National 

Library’s Mostyn Manuscripts and 

related collections.  

Held in collaboration with Bangor 

University’s Institute for the Study 

of Welsh Estates and Stephen 

Colclough Centre for the History 

and Culture of the Book, it will 

demonstrate the research and 

cultural value of one of Wales’s 

most famous country house 

collections. 

This event is free of charge but 

attendees are required to register for 

a ticket. To do so please visit, 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/wha

ts-on/aberystwyth/llyfrgell-

genedlaethol-cymru-the-national-

library-of-wales/the-mostyn-

manuscripts-symposium  

 

Discovering Collections, 

Discovering Communities 

Birmingham Conference and 

Events Centre 

19 – 21 November 2018  

Discovering Collections, 

Discovering Communities is a 

collaborative conference series 

between The National Archives and 

Research Libraries UK. Now in its 

sixth year, DCDC brings together 

colleagues from across archive, 

library, museum and academic 

sectors to explore shared 

opportunities, collective challenges, 

and to discuss how each sector can 

work more effectively with one 

another. 
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DCDC will consider the interplay 

between memory and 

transformation within heritage 

organisations and their wider 

impact on the cultural landscape.  

For more information, please visit; 

http://dcdcconference.com/ 

Registration will close on 19 

October 2018. 

 

France and England: Medieval 

Manuscripts between 700 and 

1200 

Auditorium Colbert, National 

Institute for Art History, Paris  

21 – 23 November 2018  

This international conference marks 

the launch of two educational 

websites developed by the 

Bibliothèque Nationale de France 

and the British Library resulting 

from a major project supported by 

the Polonsky Foundation. This 

project has enabled the digitisation 

of 800 manuscripts which date to 

between 700 and 1200AD, 400 

from the Bibliothèque nationale de 

France and 400 from the British 

Library. This project has entailed 

substantial cataloguing, 

conservation and digitisation work 

from both institutions. This 

international conference will mark 

the official launch of both websites.  

For more information, please visit; 

http://www.bnf.fr/en/for/anx_mece

nat_en/a.france_england_conferenc

e_181121-23.html  

 

Mary of Guelders – Her Life and 

Prayer Book (ca. 1400). 

Radboud Universiteit and 

Museum Het Valkhof 

23 – 24 November 2018 

Mary of Guelders’s richly 

illuminated prayer book (Berlin 

SBB – PK MS Germ qu 42 / 

Vienna ÖNB Cod. 1908) was 

completed in 1415 and is 

extraordinary for several reasons: it 

originally consisted of more than 

600 folia, it is richly illuminated 

and it was written in the Lower 

Rhine vernacular. The book has 

been the focus of a research project 

led by the Staatsbibliothek zu 

Berlin and Radboud University in 

Nijmegen. To mark the opening of 

a major exhibition celebrating this 

research in autumn 2018, 

researchers will share the results of 

recent work on Mary of Guelders 

and her prayer book. Papers will 

discuss new evidence on the 

codicological structure of the book, 

its textual and art-historical context 

and other technical aspects of the 

book. A scholarly publication is 

expected to follow the conference 

in 2019/2020. Plenary lectures will 

be given by Prof. Kathryn Rudy and 

Prof. Frank Willaert.  

For more information please visit: 

http://www.ru.nl/maryofguelders/ne

ws/news-0/conference-mary-

guelders-her-life-prayer-book-ca/  

 

Lives in Book Trade History: 

Antiquarian Booksellers 

Association 40th Annual 

Conference  

Stationers Hall, London  

25 – 26 November 2018  

This two-day event is aimed at 

academics, collectors and 

booksellers as a forum of discussion 

of the history of the printed word. 

Over the course of the two days, 

speakers, such as Michael Harris 

http://dcdcconference.com/
http://www.ru.nl/maryofguelders/news/news-0/conference-mary-guelders-her-life-prayer-book-ca/
http://www.ru.nl/maryofguelders/news/news-0/conference-mary-guelders-her-life-prayer-book-ca/
http://www.ru.nl/maryofguelders/news/news-0/conference-mary-guelders-her-life-prayer-book-ca/
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and Robin Myers (the founders of 

the Book Trade Conference), will 

delve into the rich history of rare 

book dealings. Topics include 

Becoming a Rare Books Librarian, 

Fory Years of Book Trade History 

and From Scandelous Women to 

Provincial Peruke-Makers: 

Tracking the men and women of the 

English book trade.   

Alongside the speakers, there will 

be opportunities to browse and 

purchase a selection of old and rare 

books and modern bibliographies 

from a selection of dealers and 

attend a Sunday evening reception 

sponsored by leading London 

dealers Bernard Quaritch.  

For more information see, 

http://www.aba.org.uk/About/Event

s-Calendar/Lives-in-Book-Trade-

History.  

Manuscripts in Anglo-Saxon 

England. 

British Library, London 

13 - 15 December 2018 

An international conference on 

Manuscripts in the Anglo-Saxon 

Kingdoms will be held at the 

British Library’s Knowledge Centre 

on 13‒14 December 2018, followed 

by an early career symposium on 15 

December 2018. AMARC is 

supporting this conference and 

symposium with a grant which has 

been used to reduce the cost of 

attendance for registered students. 

Registration for the conference and 

symposium opened in June 2018. 

The conference on 13‒14 

December is now sold out, but 

tickets are still available for the 

early career symposium on 15 

December.  

Registration is open to all at 

https://www.bl.uk/events  

Fourteenth Annual Marco 

Manuscript Workship – ‘Bits and 

Pieces’  

University of Tennessee, 

Knoxville  

1 – 2 February 2019 

This workshop is organized by 

Professors Maura K. Lafferty and 

Roy M. Liuzza, and is hosted by the 

Marco Institute for Medieval and 

Renaissance Studies, with support 

from the Department of English and 

the Office of Research.  

This workshop will focus on the 

theme ‘Bits and Pieces’. Through 

this theme, the workshop aims to 

explore manusripts which do not 

survive in pristine condition. 

Manucripts often survive as 

fragments, and lack beginnings, 

endings or the middles, and 

tantalize us with their 

incompleteness. The workshop 

aims to explore the problems which 

arise when dealing with manuscript 

fragments when researching, 

digitising, editing or cataloguing 

these fragments. The workshop is 

open to scholars and graduate 

students of any fiend who are 

engaged in textual editing, 

manuscript studies or epigrpahy. 

For more information please visit, 

https://marco.utk.edu/ms-workshop/  

Codicological and 

Palaeographical Aspects of 

Islamic Manuscripts, with a 

Special Focus on Manuscript 

notes 

Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin 

25 – 29 March 2019  

This training course and workshop 

will focus on manuscripts as 
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sources for social and historical 

research, in addition to their 

contents. Manuscript notes (like 

owners and readers entries and 

collation statements) or analysis of 

paper are only two examples that 

reflect several cultural and 

economic aspects of Islamic 

learning and societies.  

The focus of this course will be on 

hands-on sessions, in which the 

participants will have the 

opportunity to observe themselves 

the discussed features in Islamic 

manuscripts kept at Staatsbibliothek 

zu Berlin, which holds around 

43,000 volumes, making it one of 

the largest collections of Oriental 

manuscripts in the Western World. 

This is planned as an advanced 

training course, and so participants 

are either expected to have some 

experience working with 

manuscripts (respectively their 

digital surrogates) or already 

participated at one of the 

introductary courses offered by 

severed institutions. 

 

For more information please see 

http://staatsbibliothek-

berlin.de/en/about-the-

library/departments/orient/news/   

 

COURSES 

Postgraduate Archival Skills 

Training  

The National Archives  

Ongoing.  

The National Archives hosts regular 

training sessions over the course of 

the year. These sessions recognise 

that using archives and original 

documents can often seem like a 

daunting and time-consuming task. 

These sessions therefore aim to help 

postgraduates get started in archives 

and gain the skills and knowledge 

needed for their research.  

All sessions are delivered by 

records specialists on site in Kew 

and are based on working with 

original documents from their 

collections. There are three 

different type of sessions. 

Introduction to archival research 

days are aimed at third year 

undergraduates and postgraduate 

students, and helps students to get 

started in archives, finding original 

documents and making the most of 

their time on site. Skills and 

methodology workshops develop 

these skills and are aimed at taught 

postgraduate and PhD students.  

More detail research guidance is 

provided in Records Workshops, 

and are aimed at PhD students, 

postdocs, and early career 

researchers, and are based on key 

document collections held on site. 

These Workshops are also open to 

professionals from the archive, 

heritage and research sectors. 

Sessions are often focused on 

medieval, early modern or modern 

records.  

 

For further information and a 

programme of upcoming training 

session, see 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk

/about/our-research-and-academic-

collaboration/events-and-

training/postgraduate-archival-

skills-training/  

 

Palaeography Study Day  

Senate House, London  

18 – 19 January 2019  
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Priced at £100 for one day or £180 

for two days. Discounted rates for 

students are available.  

This course is aimed at beginner 

and intermediate students of 

medieval and early modern 

manuscripts. On Friday 18th 

January, students will have the 

chance to choose from beginner 

modules such as ‘Digital 

Approaches to Palaeography’, 

‘Introduction to Codicology’, 

‘Introduction to Early Modern 

English Palaeography’ and 

‘Introduction to Latin 

Palaeography’. On Saturday, 

students will be able to skills via 

intermediate level modules, or 

choose new modules on ‘The Book 

of Kells and its contemporaries’ or 

‘Cataloguing Medieval 

Manuscripts’.  

For more information please see, 

https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-

training/short-

courses/palaeography-study-day   

 

EXHIBITIONS 
Information has been drawn from 

press-releases and websites as well 

as contributions from our members 

and colleagues. Please check 

opening dates and times and other 

details before travelling as these 

may vary from those given here. 

ABERYSTWYTH, 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF 

WALES 

The Mostyn Manuscripts: A 

Centennial Exhibition  

July – December 2018 

The National Library of Wales 

acquired an initial tranche of 

manuscripts from Mostyn Hall, 

Flintshire in 1918.  To mark the 

centenary of this notable 

acquisition, the Library will be 

show-casing some of its most 

valuable Mostyn treasures this 

season.  They include early printed 

books, and manuscripts in Welsh, 

Latin and English, among which are 

Gutun Owain’s remarkable 15th-

century medical compendium, and 

the Chronicle of Elis Gruffudd, a 

recent addition to UNESCO’s UK 

Memory of the World Register.  

Mostyn Hall retains some items of 

historic significance, and a few 

choice items – seldom seen by the 

public – will also be shown in the 

exhibition. This is a rare 

opportunity to view treasures from 

one of the finest private collections 

ever formed in Wales. 

 

For more information on the 

Library’s Mostyn manuscripts, see 

https://www.llgc.org.uk/en/collectio

ns/learn-more/introduction0/the-

mostyn-manuscripts/ 

Humphrey Llwyd – Inventor of 

Britain  

March – July 2019 (postponed 

from 2017) 

An exhibition to commemorate the 

450th anniversary of the death of 

one of the most important figures of 

the Welsh Renaissance. Humphrey 

Llwyd is credited with coining the 

term ‘British empire’ and through 

his writings and maps he helped to 

shape our understanding of Welsh 

history and identity.  Llwyd was 

also involved in securing the 

passage of the Act of Parliament 

which allowed the translation of the 

New Testament into Welsh by 

William Salesbury in 1567, the 

https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/short-courses/palaeography-study-day
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/short-courses/palaeography-study-day
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/short-courses/palaeography-study-day
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450th anniversary of which was 

celebrated last year. This exhibition 

forms part of the AHRC funded 

project, ‘Inventor of Britain: The 

Complete Works of Humphrey 

Llwyd’. 

Wales and the Sea 

29 September 2018 – 23 February 

2019  

With a coastline measuring almost 

six hundred miles in length, it isn’t 

surprising that Wales has a close 

relationship with the sea. These 

waters have shaped not only the 

coastline of Wales, but also the 

history and imagination of the 

Welsh people. Inspired by stories 

and items from the collections of 

The National Library of Wales, The 

Royal Commission on the Ancient 

and Historic Monuments of Wales, 

and Amgueddfa Cymru / National 

Museum Wales, this exhibition 

explores our relationship with the 

sea and how it has impacted on our 

landscape and culture. 

CAMBRIDGE, UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY  

Tall Tales  

2 May – 27 October 2018  

At 157 feet tall Cambridge 

University Library’s tower is its 

most recognizable feature, and can 

be seen for miles around. But its 

contents (over half a million books 

filling 11 of its 17 floors) are a 

mystery to many and have given 

rise to much speculation. In this 

exhibition we lift the lid on two 

centuries of popular publishing in 

the UK, received under the 

Copyright Act and since 1934 held 

in the tower as ‘secondary’ to the 

Library’s main academic 

collections. Victorian toys and 

games jostle for shelf space with 

colourful children’s books, 

Edwardian fiction in pristine dust 

jackets and popular periodicals. 

Now recognized as a treasure trove 

for researchers, its collections tell 

the story of our national life 

through the printed word. 

DURHAM UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY, ARCHIVES AND 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS  

Bodies of Evidence: How Science 

unearthed Durham’s dark secret  

9 June 2018 – 7 October 2018  

In November 2013 two mass burials 

were discovered in an area being 

developed as a new café for Palace 

Green Library. After over 350 

years, a team of archaeologists from 

Durham University were able to 

confirm that the burials were some 

of a group of Scottish Prisoners 

who died in 1650 following the 

Battle of Dunbar. The exhibition 

will show how different pieces of a 

complex jigsaw of evidence were 

pieced together to establish the 

identity of the bodies, the science 

behind the discoveries, and the 

remarkable story of the survivors, 

some of whom were transported to 

New England to a new life at the 

edge of the known world. Bodies of 

Evidence brings together material 

from collections across the UK and 

beyond. The exhibition shows how 

Durham University scientists 

working with colleagues at 

Bradford, York and Liverpool John 

Moores universities used the latest 

scientific techniques to reveal more 

about the soldiers’ story – how they 

lived, why they died, and what 

became of those who survived. A 

full programme of related activities 

runs alongside this exhibition, from 
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talks and city walks, to family 

activities and musical events. 

Catch Your Breath  

24 November 2018 – 17 March 

2019  

Exploring the Life of Breath 

research project, jointly led by 

Durham University and the 

University of Bristol, this exhibition 

will bring together medical history, 

philosophy, art, literature and 

music, in combining new artist 

commissions with objects from the 

Durham University collections and 

beyond to discover new ways of 

thinking about breath and 

breathlessness and their relationship 

to both illness and wellbeing. 

EDINBURGH, THE NATIONAL 

LIRBARY OF SCOTLAND  

A Better World? Scotland after 

the First World War 

November 2018 – May 2019 

Marking the centenary of the 

Armistice in 2018, A Better World? 

will explore the impact of the Great 

War on life and society in post-war 

Scotland. 

After the huge sacrifices made 

during the war, the country faced 

enormous challenges. In harsh 

economic conditions, struggles 

ensued between competing ideals 

and priorities, as some fought 

determinedly for their own 

perception of ‘a better world’. With 

more people able to vote, and 

harnessing the energy and hope felt 

at the end of the war, many used 

collective action to strive for 

change, whether for better housing, 

workers’ rights, equality, or a new 

Scottish identity. 

 

GLASGOW, THE HUNTERIAN 

(UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW) 

William Hunter and the Anatomy 

of the Modern Museum  

28 September 2018 – 6 January 

2019  
This major exhibition marks the 

Tercentenary of the birth of Dr 

William Hunter (1718-1783) - the 

celebrated 18th century physician, 

anatomist, obstetrician, collector, 

and teacher. A man of exceptional 

vision who saw no boundaries 

between art and science, the 

exhibition not only offers a critical 

examination of Hunter, but also 

explores his life, character and 

career, as well as his research, 

collections and links to Glasgow.  

 

The foundation of the University of 

Glasgow's Hunterian Museum 

today, Hunter's original museum 

collection is a rare example of an 

Enlightenment collection which has 

survived largely intact. While the 

exhibition showcases all aspects of 

Hunter's truly encyclopaedic 18th 

century cabinet of curiosities, rare 

books and manuscripts are a major 

feature, with nearly 100 items from 

the outstanding Hunterian Library 

on display. Hunter is explored as a 

major 18th century book collector 

via many of his prize medieval 

manuscript and early printed 

acquisitions, including his 

gloriously illuminated 12th century 

Psalter and uniquely surviving copy 

of Chaucer's Romaunt of the Rose. 

Other books and manuscripts 

exhibited demonstrate his 

contemporary connections and 

networks, and reflect his 

professional life as a leading 

medical practitioner in London, 
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including archival material and 

drawings used to create his 

landmark 1774 publication The 

Anatomy of the Human Gravid 

Uterus.  

This exhibition was organized in 

collaboration with Yale Center 

for British Art and will be 

displayed at the Yale Center for 

British Art in New Haven from 

15 February – 29 May 2019. 

For more information please visit, 

https://www.gla.ac.uk/hunterian/vis

it/exhibitions/exhibitionprogramme/

williamhunterandtheanatomyofthe

modernmuseum/  

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms 

19 October 2018 – 19 Feb 2019  

Tickets are now on sale for the 

British Library’s major exhibition 

on the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms 

which runs from 19 October 2018 

to 19 February 2019. Ranging from 

the fifth to the eleventh centuries, 

the exhibition will explore this 

long, dynamic period when the 

English language was used and 

written down for the first time, and 

a kingdom of England was first 

created. Drawing on the British 

Library’s own outstanding 

collections and a large number of 

very significant loans, the 

exhibition will examine the 

surviving evidence for the history, 

art, literature and culture of the 

period, as preserved in books, 

documents and a number of related 

objects. 

Codex Amiatinus, the earliest 

complete Latin Bible, will be 

returning to Britain for the first time 

in over 1,300 years ago for display 

in the exhibition. This giant 

illuminated Bible, made at 

Wearmouth-Jarrow in Northumbria 

in the early eighth century and now 

held in the Biblioteca Medicea 

Laurenziana in Florence, will be 

shown with the St Cuthbert Gospel, 

the earliest intact European book, 

which was also made at 

Wearmouth-Jarrow and was 

acquired by the British Library in 

2012. These two books will be 

exhibited alongside the Lindisfarne 

Gospels, one of Britain’s greatest 

artistic treasures, and other 

illuminated manuscripts of 

international significance made in 

the late seventh and eighth 

centuries. 

The exhibition will include a 

number of outstanding objects, 

including key pieces from the 

Staffordshire Hoard discovered near 

Litchfield in 2009, and kindly 

loaned by Birmingham and Stoke-

on-Trent City Councils. Objects 

drawn from the unique array of 

military equipment which makes up 

the bulk of the hoard will be on 

display, as well as the pectoral cross 

and the gilded strip inscribed with 

text drawn from the biblical book of 

Numbers. 

A key theme in the exhibition will 

be the development of the English 

language and the emergence of 

English literature. The exhibition 

will explore the use of writing on 

inscribed objects and in documents 

as well as in books, and will present 

highlights of the bilingual literary 

culture. The major works of Old 

English poetry survive in only four 

manuscripts, and all four will be 

brought together at the British 

https://www.gla.ac.uk/hunterian/visit/exhibitions/exhibitionprogramme/williamhunterandtheanatomyofthemodernmuseum/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/hunterian/visit/exhibitions/exhibitionprogramme/williamhunterandtheanatomyofthemodernmuseum/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/hunterian/visit/exhibitions/exhibitionprogramme/williamhunterandtheanatomyofthemodernmuseum/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/hunterian/visit/exhibitions/exhibitionprogramme/williamhunterandtheanatomyofthemodernmuseum/
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Library next autumn for the first 

time. The unique manuscript of 

Beowulf, held in the British 

Library, will be displayed with the 

Vercelli Book on loan from the 

Biblioteca Capitolare in Vercelli, 

the Exeter Book on loan from 

Exeter Cathedral Library, and the 

Junius Manuscript on loan from the 

Bodleian Library in Oxford. This 

will be the first time that the 

Vercelli Book has been in England 

in at least 900 years. 

Domesday Book will be loaned to 

the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms 

exhibition by The National 

Archives. Although often seen as a 

spectacular achievement of the 

Norman invaders, it is also a 

uniquely rich record of the 

landscape of late Anglo-Saxon 

England. It will be on display along 

with Exon Domesday (on loan from 

Exeter Cathedral Library) and the 

Inquisitio Eliensis (on loan from 

Trinity College Cambridge), which 

preserves a list of the questions 

asked by the Domesday 

Commissioners. 

All the items in the exhibition are 

remarkable survivals. Over the 

centuries they have lasted through 

wars, the Norman Conquest, the 

Dissolution of the Monasteries (and 

their libraries), natural disasters and 

fires. A significant number of the 

exhibits have never been seen 

together before, and some have not 

been reunited for centuries. The 

movement of artists, scribes, books 

and ideas between England, Ireland, 

continental Europe and the 

Mediterranean world was 

fundamental to the development of 

the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, and 

will be a key theme of the 

exhibition.  

Tickets are now on sale via, 

https://www.bl.uk/events/anglo-

saxon-kingdoms  

 

LOS ANGELES 

J. PAUL GETTY MUSEUM  

Art of Three Faiths: A Torah, a 

Bible and a Qur’an  

7 August 2018 – 3 February 2019 

The Getty Museum recently 

acquired the Rothschild Pentateuch, 

first Hebrew manuscript to enter 

their collection. This manuscript is 

one of the most elaborately 

illuminated copies of the first five 

books of the Hebrew Bible created 

in the Middle Ages. Its acquisition 

allows the Getty for the first time to 

represent the medieval art of 

illumination of sacred texts of the 

three Abrahamic religions – 

Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, 

founded in that order. Copies of the 

Torah, Christian Bible, and Qur’an 

are among the most beautifully 

illuminated manuscripts of the 

Middle Ages, represented in this 

exhibition by three remarkable 

examples.  

For more information please see, 

http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibition

s/three_faiths/  

 

MONTRĒAL, MUSĒE DES 

BEAUX-ARTS MONTRĒAL 

Resplendent Illuminations: Books 

of Hours XIIIth to the XVIth 

century in Quebec collections.  

5 September 2018 – 6 January 

2019 

Resplendent Illuminations offers the 

opportunity to discover an unknown 

heritage through a remarkable 

https://www.bl.uk/events/anglo-saxon-kingdoms
https://www.bl.uk/events/anglo-saxon-kingdoms
http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/three_faiths/
http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/three_faiths/
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selection of illuminations and 

bindings preserved in Quebec, 

dating from the thirteenth to the 

sixteenth century. Collections of 

prayers for the laity, the books of 

hours were popularized with the 

faithful Christians. These 

manuscript works were mostly 

personalized and illuminated with 

miniature paintings – the 

illuminations – illustrating the life 

of Christ, the saints or the Virgin. 

They consisted of a calendar 

following holy and religious 

holidays, excerpts from the Gospels 

and prayers. The result of extensive 

research, this exhibition brings 

together nearly 50 artifacts (leaflets, 

complete manuscripts, prints) to 

admire these treasures from seven 

collections. 

For more information see, 

https://www.mbam.qc.ca/exposition

s/a-venir/resplendissantes-

enluminures/  

 

NIJMEGEN, NETHERLANDS  

VALDHOF MUSEUM 

I, Mary of Guelders: The Duchess 

and her Extraordinary Prayer 

Books 

13 October 2018 – 6 January 

2019  

This will be the first extensive 

exposition on the life of Mary of 

Guelders who is lauded as an 

almost modern and self-assured 

medieval noblewoman. The 

exhibition is based on new and 

multidisciplinary research and will 

feature over 100 artefacts, including 

top pieces from international 

collections that have not been on 

display in Holland before, which 

will have the effect of immersing 

the visitor in the story of Mary’s 

life. Highlight of the exhibition is 

the 40 specially selected and 

restored pages from her extensive 

prayer book, one of the greatest 

medieval art treasures of the 

country.  

For more information see, 

https://www.holland.com/global/pre

ss/article/mary-of-guelders-and-her-

extraordinary-prayer-book.htm  

 

OXFORD, ASHMOLEAN 

MUSEUM OF ART AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY  

Spellbound: Magic, Ritual & 

Witchcraft  

31 August 2018 – 6 January 2019 

This immersive and thought-

provoking exhibition explores the 

history of magic over eight 

centuries. The objects on display 

will show how our ancestors used 

magical thinking to cope with the 

unpredictable world around them.  

 

For more information see, 

https://www.ashmolean.org/spellbo

und  

OXFORD, BODLEIAN 

LIBRARY  

Sapho to Suffrage: Women who 

Dared  

6 March 2018 – 3 February 2019  

This exhibition celebrates the 

achievements of women who fared 

to do the unexpected. Sappho to 

Suffrage showcases some of the 

Bodleian’s most remarkable and 

treasured items.  

For more information see, 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/what

son/whats-on/upcoming-

events/2018/mar/sappho-to-

suffrage?SQ_CALENDAR_DATE

=2018-09-09  

https://www.mbam.qc.ca/expositions/a-venir/resplendissantes-enluminures/
https://www.mbam.qc.ca/expositions/a-venir/resplendissantes-enluminures/
https://www.mbam.qc.ca/expositions/a-venir/resplendissantes-enluminures/
https://www.holland.com/global/press/article/mary-of-guelders-and-her-extraordinary-prayer-book.htm
https://www.holland.com/global/press/article/mary-of-guelders-and-her-extraordinary-prayer-book.htm
https://www.holland.com/global/press/article/mary-of-guelders-and-her-extraordinary-prayer-book.htm
https://www.ashmolean.org/spellbound
https://www.ashmolean.org/spellbound
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/upcoming-events/2018/mar/sappho-to-suffrage?SQ_CALENDAR_DATE=2018-09-09
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/upcoming-events/2018/mar/sappho-to-suffrage?SQ_CALENDAR_DATE=2018-09-09
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/upcoming-events/2018/mar/sappho-to-suffrage?SQ_CALENDAR_DATE=2018-09-09
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/upcoming-events/2018/mar/sappho-to-suffrage?SQ_CALENDAR_DATE=2018-09-09
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/upcoming-events/2018/mar/sappho-to-suffrage?SQ_CALENDAR_DATE=2018-09-09
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Tolkien: Maker of Middle-Earth 

1 June – 28 October 2018  

This exhibition explores Tolkien’s 

legacy from his genius as an artist, 

poet, linguist and author to his 

academic career and private life. 

This once-in-a-generation 

exhibition takes you on a journey 

through Tolkien’s famous works, 

The Hobbit and The Lord of the 

Rings, displaying an array of draft 

manuscripts, striking illustrations 

and maps drawn for his 

publications. Discover Tolkien’s 

early abstract paintings from The 

Book of Ishness, the touching tales 

he wrote for his children, rare 

objects that belonged to Tolkien, 

exclusive fan mail; and private 

letters.  

For more information see, 

https://tolkien.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ab

out-the-exhibition/  

ST GALLEN, 

STIFTSBIBLIOTHEK ST 

GALLEN  

The Cradle of European Culture: 

Early Medieval Irish Book Art  

13 March – 4 November 2018  

Early medieval Irish book art is 

both beautiful and fascinating. It 

reflects a flourishing monastic 

culture which played a key role in 

the cultural development of Europe 

from the 6th to 9th centuries. 

Nowhere is this more clearly 

illustrated than at the Abbey of 

St.Gall, which was founded by the 

Irish monk Gallus in 612. The 

Abbey Library houses the most 

beautiful collection of early 

medieval Irish manuscripts in 

Continental Europe. The beholder 

of these treasures will find himself 

standing at the cradle of medieval 

Europe.  

This exhibition is the Abbey 

Library’s contribution to the 

European and the Swiss Year of 

Cultural Heritage in 2018 

For more information see, 

http://www.stibi.ch/en-

us/museum/exhibition.aspx  

VENICE, MUSEO CORRER – 

BIBLIOTECA NAZIONALE 

MARCIANA 

Printing Revolution 1450-1500: 

Fifty years that changed Europe.  

1 Sept 2018 – 7 Jan 2019 

This exhibition documents the 

impact of the printing revolution on 

the economic and social 

development of early modern 

Europe. A journey of discovery 

which uses digital tools and 

innovative methods of 

communication to present in an 

accessible way tens of thousands of 

data collected by a large 

international network – coordinated 

by the 15th century book trade at the 

University of Oxford. The 

exhibition highlights how, by the 

year 1500, millions of books 

circulated in Europe which were 

read by different audiences. In 

those first decades, printed books 

were the product of a new 

collaboration between various 

sectors of society; knowledge, 

technology and commerce, with 

ideas spreading widely and quickly 

as never before. The printing 

evolution is one of the cornerstones 

of European identity because it 

stands for wide-spread literacy, the 

pursuit of knowledge and the 

formation of a shared cultural 

https://tolkien.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/about-the-exhibition/
https://tolkien.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/about-the-exhibition/
http://www.stibi.ch/en-us/museum/exhibition.aspx
http://www.stibi.ch/en-us/museum/exhibition.aspx
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heritage. The exhibition encourages 

reflection on interdisciplinary and 

international collaboration, on the 

impact of ERC projects on society 

and the role of Oxford’s 

international research in Europe and 

the world.  

For more information please see, 

http://correr.visitmuve.it/en/mostre-

en/mostre-in-corso-en/printing-r-

evolution-and-society-1450-

150/2018/04/19611/exhibition-4/  

WEBSITES  
 

Digital Exhibitions of Trinity 

College, Dublin  

There is a changing year-long 

schedule of manuscripts exhibitions 

on display in the Long Room of the 

Old Library. Many of these are 

accompanied by online versions 

which have the merit of longevity. 

In January 2018 a guest curator and 

postdoctoral Fellow in the 

Department of Irish and Celtic 

Languages launched an exhibition 

called Holy Time, on medieval 

calendars and martyrologies which 

may be viewed here 

http://www.tcd.ie/library/exhibition

s/holy-time/ 

This was followed by an exhibition 

called Illuminating the Middle Ages 

which was opened at an event 

which also saw the launch of a 

special issue of the journal 

Hermathena in honour of Professor 

Marvin ‘Mark’ Colker. Professor 

Colker is the author of A catalogue 

of the Medieval and Renaissance 

Latin manuscripts in the Library of 

Trinity College Dublin (Scolar, 

1991). The online version of this 

exhibition may be seen at 

http://www.tcd.ie/library/exhibition

s/illuminating-middle-ages/ 

In this centenary year of the 

granting of partial female suffrage, 

the Library has also curated an 

online exhibition called Violence 

ridicule and silence. This is a 

collaborative venture, drawing 

electronic artefacts from a number 

of sister repositories, which draws 

attention to the dearth of female 

records and the impact this has on 

the historical narrative. It also deals 

with the weapons used against the 

suffragists and the betrayal of the 

ideals of inclusivity of the early 

founder of Ireland as an 

independent state. This exhibition is 

online at 

https://www.tcd.ie/library/exhibitio

ns/suffrage/ 

A Digital Resource featuring 

Democratising Knowledge + 

Chambers’ Encyclopeedia, the 

research behind the collection.  

Librarians, archivists and scholars 

of the 19th century should be 

pleased to find a new digital 

resource, Democratising 

Knowledge, to be both interesting 

and helpful. Produced by the 

National Museums Scotland in 

collaboration with the University of 

Reading's Department of 

Typography and Graphic 

Communication, it not only has 

stunning images of 19th-century 

woodblocks, electrotypes and 

stereotypes, it also contains a 

wealth of illustrations from the 19th 

century. The resource provides 

visual information on the history of 

printing and publishing, showing 

that certain illustration styles and 

http://correr.visitmuve.it/en/mostre-en/mostre-in-corso-en/printing-r-evolution-and-society-1450-150/2018/04/19611/exhibition-4/
http://correr.visitmuve.it/en/mostre-en/mostre-in-corso-en/printing-r-evolution-and-society-1450-150/2018/04/19611/exhibition-4/
http://correr.visitmuve.it/en/mostre-en/mostre-in-corso-en/printing-r-evolution-and-society-1450-150/2018/04/19611/exhibition-4/
http://correr.visitmuve.it/en/mostre-en/mostre-in-corso-en/printing-r-evolution-and-society-1450-150/2018/04/19611/exhibition-4/
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illustration subjects were frequently 

depicted in encyclopedias during 

different decades. Furthermore, the 

resource highlights the economics 

of the press and the ecosystem of 

publishing encouraged the growth 

and then decline of the wood 

engraving profession, and it 

showcases the influence of 

photography in printed 

communication.  

Access the online resource at:  

https://www.nms.ac.uk/chambers 
 

Launch of updated version of 

Bibale database  

The Bibale database describes the 

history of the transmission of 

manuscripts and the texts they 

contain. The database includes the 

ex-libris, coats of arms or other 

marks of origin, and manuscripts 

attested by other documents such as 

inventories, catalogues, accounts, 

chronicles, correspondences, ect.  

In June 2018, an updated version of 

Bibale was released which allows 

the data to be searched in a simpler, 

and more flexible manner. New 

features include the ability to use 

quotation marks to specific 

searches, the use of the asterisk for 

truncation, filters to narrow the 

results list.  

Bibale is accessible via, 

http://bibale.irht.cnrs.fr/  

The Virtual library of Mont 

Saint-Michel  

This recently-published online 

resource made the records of 205 

manuscripts and 1260 printed 

volumes from the monastic library 

of Monk Saint-Michel available to 

the public. The surviving books of 

the scriptorium and the abbey's 

library are thus the essential 

resources to understand the history 

of the monastic community of the 

Mont, through its liturgical 

practices and its spiritual, 

intellectual or material concerns. 

The Digital Library of the Mont 

Saint-Michel is part of a research 

collaboration scheme between the 

University of Caen Normandie, The 

National Center for Scientific 

Research and Avranches for the 

study and the development of the 

heritage resources preserved in this 

town. The website includes a 

comprehensive bibliography, details 

of temporary exhibitions and 

research news related to the library 

of the Mont Saint-Michel.   

See, 

https://www.unicaen.fr/bvmsm/pag

es/index.html  

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF RECENT 

ACCESSIONS  
Librarians, archivists and users are 

invited to inform the Editor of any 

notable new accessions to 

institutional collections.  

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 

Submitted by Dr Maredudd ap 

Huw, Curator of Manuscripts. 

A small but important group of 

papers relating to the poet, writer 

and soldier Edward Thomas (1878-

1917) was recently purchased at 

auction by the Library (Bonhams, 

20 June 2018, lots 289-294, now 

NLW MSS 24122-3), with 

assistance from the Friends of the 

National Libraries. The items were 

all at one time in the possession of 

Thomas’ friend, the Gloucester 

https://www.nms.ac.uk/chambers
http://bibale.irht.cnrs.fr/
https://www.unicaen.fr/bvmsm/pages/index.html
https://www.unicaen.fr/bvmsm/pages/index.html
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lawyer Jack Haines (1875-1960). 

Pride of place goes to a school 

exercise book (NLW MS 24122B) 

containing multiple holograph 

drafts of poems, including two of 

Thomas’ earliest poems, ‘The 

Mountain Chapel’ and ‘Birds’ 

Nests’, dated respectively 17 and 18 

December 1914, only a fortnight 

after he first began writing poetry. 

The manuscripts are a valuable 

addition to the National Library’s 

already significant collection of 

manuscripts and papers of Edward 

Thomas, which include manuscript 

drafts of many of his poems, 

correspondence with his wife and 

others, and his diaries. 
 

Pedigree roll by Thomas Jones of 

Fountain Gate, dated 3 December 

1591. [NLW MS 24125G]  

Annotated copy of the first 

Malagasy-English dictionary, Ny 

Dikisionary Malagasy, dated to 

1835. [NLW MS 24121B]  

Records created by the Nant 

Gwrtheyrn Trust, Gwynedd, dating 

from 1970 onwards. [Archif Nant 

Gwrtheyrn]   

Archive of Jazz Heritage Wales 

(formerly known as The Women’s 

Jazz Archive). The collection was 

established in 1986. [Jazz Heritage 

Wales Archive] 

DURHAM UNIVERSITY 

LIRBARY, ARCHIVES AND 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Submitted by Dr Michael Stansfield, 

Deputy Head of Archives and Special 

Collections.  

Books, journals, papers, and photos 

of Mick Standen (1937-2008), 

writer, poetry magazine editor, 

adult educationalist 

Photograph album of the 1909 hajj 

Valerius Probus, De juris notarium, 

Italian mid-15th century manuscript 

Durham University Student Theatre 

ephemera and minutes 1987-2015 

Bernard de Gordon, Tabula 

Practice Dicte Lilium Medicine, 

(Venice, Giovanni & Gregorio de 

Gregori Fratelli, 1497) 

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND  

Significant accessions for the period 

April – August 2018, selected by 

Kenneth Dunn, Manuscript & Archive 

Collections Manager.  

Letter, 1755, of David Hume to the 

Rev. Robert Traill. (NLS 

Acc.13962). 

In this unpublished letter Hume 

writes to Traill about his religious 

doubts, but notes that he is unlikely 

to be converted. Written at the time 

when hardliners in the Church of 

Scotland had charged Hume with 

heresy, the letter demonstrates his 

convivial demeanour and his 

commitment to the Enlightenment 

ideals of a free and cordial 

exchange of ideas. 

Journal, 1589-1641, of 

contemporary events, mostly 

concerning Edinburgh. (NLS 

Acc.13954). 

Letter, [1821], of Lady Caroline 

Lamb to John Cam Hobhouse. 

(NLS Acc.13918). 

Letters, [1857]-65, of David 

Livingstone to John Murray and 
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Robert Cooke concerning 

publication of works on missionary 

travels and the Zambesi expedition. 

(NLS Acc.13953) 

Research and personal papers, 

1937-2011, of Ernest Mehew, 

scholar of R.L. Stevenson. (NLS 

Acc.13917). 

LOS ANGELES, J. PAUL GETTY 

MUSEUM. 

Submitted by Elizabeth Morrison, 

Senior Curator of Manuscripts.  

The J. Paul Getty Museum was 

recently the recipient of the gift of six 

rare Italian manuscript illuminations 

from collectors James E. and Elizabeth 

J. Ferrell in Elizabeth’s name. The 

generous donation comprises large 

historiated initials from a group of 

twenty known leaves originally from a 

choir book made around 1400 for the 

Carthusian monastery of Santo Spirito 

in Farneta (Lucca), Italy. The gradual 

was commissioned by Niccolò di 

Lazzara, the archbishop of Lucca. The 

vibrant illuminations were painted by 

Niccolò da Bologna, known for his 

expressive figures and crowded, 

action-filled narrative scenes. The 

subjects featured within the historiated 

initials relate to important feast days of 

the church, including the Trinity, the 

Assumption of the Virgin Mary, and 

several related to individual saints 

(including two scenes of Saint Paul’s 

martyrdom, a stunning image of Saint 

Mary Magdalene’s ascent into Heaven, 

and one with the Twelve Apostles). 

The six initials will make their debut 

in the upcoming exhibition, Artful 

Words: Calligraphy in Illuminated 

Manuscripts on view at the J. Paul 

Getty Museum from December 18, 

2018 through April 7, 2019. 

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Significant accessions submitted by 

Michael St. John McAlister, Western 

Manuscripts Cataloguing Manager 

Book of Hours, Use of Paris (‘The 

Southward Hours’, 4th quarter of the 

14th century. (Add MS 89309).  

World War One School exercise book 

of Sarah Elizabeth East, 1914-1915. 

(Add MS 89314).  

Pre-Raphelite Autograph Letters, 19th 

century (Add MS 89327).  

Arthur Conan Doyle: Brigadier Gerard 

stories, 1894-1895. (Add MS 89337).  

Ruth Prawer Jhabvala archive, 20th 

cent. (Add MS 89348).  

 

DUBLIN, TRINITY COLLEGE  

Submitted by Dr Jane Maxwell, 

Assistant Librarian, Manuscripts & 

Archives Research Library  

The papers of the Gwynn family 

which represents one of the most 

significant dynasties in the history 

of Trinity College Dublin over 200 

years. The collection ranges beyond 

local Irish and TCD interest to 

cover WWI, the mapping to the 

Sudanese-Abyssinian Border in the 

20th century and life in the West 

Indies in the 19th century. TCD MS 

11571 

Records of the Leonard family, 

progressive farmers in 20th century 

Co Meath. TCD MS 11573  

The Ryan - Cuala Press Collection. 

Over a hundred hand-coloured 

prints, including many by Jack B 

Yeats, issued by the Cuala Press, 

which had been founded by the 

Yeats sisters. The business archives 

of the Press are also in the Library. 

TCD MS 11574   
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Samuel Beckett material including 

inscribed works and postcards 

originating with Marion Leigh, a 

documentary film executive for the 

National Film Board of Canada. 

TCD MS 11585  

Letter from Jonathan Swift, to 

Alderman John Barber (c. 1675-

1741), a Jacobite printer who 

became lord mayor of London, 29 

September 1732, 11 September 

1732. TCD MS 9308/796 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

The Cradle of European Culture – 

Early Medieval Irish Book Art. C. 

Dora and F. Schnoor, (2018). ISBN 

978-3-905906-29-5. 116pp.  

Reviewed by Dr Ellie Jackson, 

Curator of Illuminated 

Manuscripts, British Library.   

In around 583, St Columbanus set 

off from Ireland to continental 

Europe accompanied by a group of 

loyal monks. They first went to 

Francia where Columbanus 

established the abbey of Luxeuil 

according to his austere monastic 

rule, before fleeing over a clash 

with the Frankish royal family. 

Travelling east, the party stopped 

again at Bregenz on the shores of 

Lake Constance, until they were 

driven onward by a local uprising. 

But one of the companions chose to 

remain—while the others continued 

to Italy to found Columbanus’ final 

abbey at Bobbio, Gallus established 

a cell in the Steinbach Valley. A 

small religious community grew up 

around him, eventually developing 

into the Abbey of St Gall.  

After St Gallus’ death in 646, the 

Abbey continued to draw Irish 

travellers wishing to visit his shrine. 

The most famous of these were the 

9th-century Irish bishop Marcus 

and his nephew Marcellus 

(Moengal), who decided to stay at 

the Abbey after stopping there on 

the way back from Rome. A man of 

impressive learning, Marcellus 

established a monastic school at St 

Gall which earned a reputation for 

its high standards of education in 

the seven liberal arts. The activities 

of these and countless anonymous 

scribes and scholars ensured an 

enduring Irish influence at St Gall. 

This legacy is amply demonstrated 

in the collections of St Gall’s 

Library. At least a dozen Irish 

codices and fragments from the 7th-

11th centuries survive at the 

Abbey—an impressive corpus 

given the poor overall survival rate 

for early medieval Irish 

manuscripts. Many more 

manuscripts at the Abbey reveal 

Irish connections of various kinds. 

This book, accompanying the 

exhibition of the same name (St 

Gallen, Stiftsbibliothek, 13 March 

to 4 November 2018), presents 

these manuscripts within the 

narrative of the interweaving 

histories of Ireland and St Gall. 

The book begins with a useful 

introductory overview by Dáibhí Ó 

Cróinín (Professor of History, 

National University of Ireland, 

Galway), followed by thematic 

chapters by St Gall librarians 

Cornel Dora, Philipp Lenz and 

Franziska Schnoor. These chapters 

tell the story of Irish monastic 

culture in Europe: from Ireland’s 



AMARC Newsletter no. 71 October 2018 

33 

 

Christianization in the 5th century, 

to its energetic missionary activities 

in the 6th to 9th centuries, to the 

legacy this left in the centuries 

beyond. They show how Irish 

manuscripts disseminated texts and 

ideas across Europe, and how Irish 

leaders founded important centres 

and established principles for 

monastic living. Each chapter 

consists of a series of summary 

descriptions of manuscripts 

illustrating the theme, accompanied 

by an impressive total of 41 good-

quality full-colour images. 

Discussion of each manuscript is 

necessarily brief and focused on the 

main point of the chapter. 

Sometimes the manuscripts are an 

awkward fit for the historical 

narrative due to the limitations of 

the evidence. For example, it is 

rarely possible to establish which of 

the Irish manuscripts preserved at 

St Gall today belonged to the 

library in the early medieval period, 

despite the tantalising survival of 

the 9th-century St Gall booklist 

recording the library’s possession 

of 28 ‘libri in scottice scripti’ 

(books written in the Irish fashion). 

Some of the manuscripts at the 

Library were certainly brought 

there at a relatively late date from 

other Irish-influenced centres such 

as Bobbio. Further, Irish presence 

can be difficult to identify, as 

demonstrated by the surviving 

manuscripts written by the Irish 

schoolmaster Marcellus in a 

continental Caroline minuscule 

rather than an Irish script. Yet the 

authors acknowledge the 

complexity of the cultural 

influences and handle the evidence 

carefully. 

Perhaps the main criticism I have of 

this book is that its title does not 

reflect its contents—it is not about 

‘Irish book art’. Only a few of the 

manuscripts included contain 

illumination, and the considerable 

Irish contribution to early medieval 

book art is only partially explored. 

For example, the description of the 

stunning St Gall Gospels (Cod. 

Sang. 51) misses a chance to 

discuss the function and symbolism 

of evangelist imagery and the iconic 

treatment of script—both areas in 

which Irish manuscripts were 

particularly innovative. 

As a history book with a focus on 

manuscript evidence, this 

nevertheless gives a good sense of 

the varied and important roles 

played by Ireland in the shaping of 

St Gall and early medieval Europe. 

It celebrates the Abbey’s 

remarkable heritage and offers 

worthwhile consolation to those 

who didn’t get chance to attend the 

exhibition. 

 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Bibliographical details are as given 

by contributors, press releases or 

websites and the amount of 

information is variable.  

Ancient Libraries, eds. Katerina 

Oikonomopoulou and Greg Woolf. 

(2018) ISBN: 978-1-316-62884-3.  

Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms: Art, Word, 

War, eds. Claire Breay and Joanna 

Story. (2018) ISBN: 978-0-7123-5202-

4.  
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An Index of Images in English 

Manuscripts from Chaucer to Henry 

VIII. Oxford College Libraries, 

Fascicle I: All Souls – Lincoln. L. 

Dennison (2018) 304pp ISBN: 978-1-

872501-43-7.  

Archival Afterlives: Life, Death, and 

Knowledge-Making in Early Modern 

British Scientific and Medical 

Archives. Vera Keller, Anna Marie 

Roos, and Elizabeth Yale (2018). 

ISBN 978-90-04-32430-5.  

Catalogue of the Persian Manuscripts 

in the Library of the Hungarian 

Academy of Science. Benedek Péri 

(2018), ISBN 978-90-04-36639-2.  

Catalogue raisonné des livres 

d’Heures conserves au Québec. 

Brenda Dunn-Lardeua (2018), 468pp; 

ISBN 978-2-7605-4975-3. 48,00$ 

Greek New Testament Manuscripts 

from Albania. Didier Lafleur and Luc 

Brogly (2018). ISBN 978-90-04-

36784-5.  

Lost Books and Printing in London, 

1557-1640: An Analysis of the 

Stationers’ Company Register. 

Alexandra Hill (2018). ISBN: 978-90-

04-34920-9.  

Manuscript Circulation and the 

Invention of Politics in Early Stuart 

England. Noah Millstone. (2018) 

ISBN: 978-1-107-12072-3.  

 

 

 

 

 

Medieval Illumination: Manuscript Art 

in England and France 700-1200, eds. 

Kathleen Doyle and Charlotte Denoel. 

(2018) ISBN: 978-0-7123-5212-3.  

Print and Public Politics in the 

English Revolution. Jason Peacey 

(2018) ISBN: 978-1-107-62249-4.   

Painting the Page in the Age of Print: 

Central European Manuscript 

Illumination in the Fifteenth Century, 

J.F. Hamburger, R. Suckale, G. 

Suckale-Redlefsen. (2018) 330pp. 

ISBN: 978-0-88844-208-6.  

The Correspondence and Unpublished 

Papers of Robert Persons, SJ. Volume 

1: 1574-1588. V. Houliston, G. 

Crosignan, T.M. McCoog. (2018) 

730pp. ISBN: 978-0-88844-207-9.  

The Trade in Papers Marked with 

Non-Latin Characters / Le 

Commerce des papiers à marques à 

caractères non-latins. Anne Regourd. 

(2018) ISBN : 978-90-04-36087-7 

William Hunter and the Anatomy of 

the Modern Museum. Mungo 

Campbell and Nathan Flis; With the 

assistance of María Dolores 

Sánchez-Jáuregui (Yale Center for 

British Art in association with The 

Huntarian, 2018). ISBN: 

9780300236651. 400 pages, 275 

colour illustrations.  
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WOODBLOCKS FROM THE W & R 

CHAMBERS COLLECTION  

 

 

These woodblocks are part of the collection which were used to produce the 

illustrations in the first two editions of Chamber’s Encyclopedia. 

More images can be viewed on the project website, https://www.nms.ac.uk/chambers 

https://webmail.bl.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=frWhPaK5dot-WkS8m4qgY3evBHwWaxBzRgr1Ez3iA2M4aj7vUqvVCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.nms.ac.uk%2fchambers
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SUMMER MEETING AT WILLIAM COWLEY 

PARCHMENT MAKERS  
 

 
 

 
 

By kind permission of William Cowley Parchment Makers   


