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CODEX AMIATINUS TO RETURN TO 

BRITAIN FOR THE FIRST TIME  

IN 1300 YEARS 

 
Codex Amiatinus will feature in a major exhibition on the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms at 

the British Library.  

Miniature of Ezra in Codex Amiatinus, written at Wearmouth-Jarrow before 716: 

Florence, Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, MS Amiatino 1 (© Biblioteca Medicea 

Laurenziana, Florence) 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/
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CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

ACQUIRE 13TH CENTURY IPSWICH 

RENTAL ROLL 

 

 

Photographer Amélie Deblauwe and conservator Ngaio Vince-Dewerse preparing the 

Ipswich rental roll for digitisation (CUL MS Add. 10185).   

© Reproduced by kind permission of the Digital Content Unit of Cambridge 

University Library. 
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In Memory of Ian Doyle (1925-2018), 

President of AMARC 
Members of AMARC will have been saddened to learn of the death of Dr Ian Doyle, 

AMARC’s President. Regrettably, heavy snow prevented my attendance at his 

funeral, which took place at St Cuthbert’s RC Church, Durham, on 28 February in 

extreme weather conditions. For many members of AMARC, memories of Ian go 

back a long way. In my own case, I met him first in 1973, when, as a postgraduate 

student at Edinburgh University, I was beginning a PhD on the historical works of 

Symeon of Durham. It was Ian who handed me the early twelfth-century manuscript 

of Symeon’s history of the church at Durham. When I moved to Dublin, I met Ian 

regularly in the Library of Trinity College, where, inter alia, he was compiling 

material for a catalogue of the Middle English manuscripts at TCD. On many 

occasions we met for dinner at the home of Billy O’Sullivan, my predecessor as 

Keeper of Manuscripts. 

After the SCONUL Manuscripts Group was disbanded, rather wilfully, or so it 

seemed, by the parent body, Ian was a founding enthusiast for AMARC. I recall his 

speaking strongly in favour of the need for the new organisation and for the title 

which was adopted. He became Chairman from 1992, then President. While his 

attendance at meetings naturally declined as the years went on, he lost nothing of his 

interest in AMARC and in the direction which he felt we should take.  

  

Bernard Meehan, AMARC chair 

* 

On Sunday 4 February, Durham University and the world of manuscripts lost one of 

its longest serving members in Dr A.I. (Ian) Doyle. He was a great servant to the 

university as Keeper of Rare Books and also an academic of international renown in 

the field of Middle English manuscripts, and bibliography generally of the medieval 

period, and beyond. 

A native of Liverpool, and of firm Catholic faith, he undertook undergraduate and 

doctoral degrees at Downing College, Cambridge, in the 1940s, whilst also learning 

the librarian’s trade in the college library there. He came to Durham in October 1950 

as an assistant librarian at Palace Green Library, rising to the post of Keeper of Rare 

Books in 1959. Even in retirement (partial from 1983, full from 1986), he maintained 

a great interest in, and concern for, the collections at Palace Green Library and Ushaw 

College. Alongside his work as a librarian, he also gained an international reputation 

for academic scholarship allied to a capacity for identifying the handwriting of 

medieval scribes and antiquarian annotators which only very recently dimmed. His 

generosity with his knowledge was renowned. His particular specialism was Middle 

English texts and manuscripts. He was awarded a Readership in Bibliography in 1972 

which was made Honorary on his retirement. He gave the Lyell lectures in 

Bibliography in Oxford in 1966/7 and his list of published papers is one which his 

professional heirs can only gape at in awe. Beyond his own publications, he gave 
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service to the discipline through long and active membership of the editorial 

committees of such bodies as the Early English Text Society and the British 

Academy’s Corpus of Medieval British Library Catalogues. Such widespread 

involvement was recognised by his being elected a Fellow of the British Academy in 

1992. He was also a member of the Comité Internationale de Paléographie Latine 

from 1979, a Corresponding Fellow of the Medieval Academy of America from 1991, 

the first chairman (from 1992) and then the first president of AMARC (from 2000) 

and a very active vice-president of the Surtees Society for over 50 years. Durham 

University awarded him its Chancellor’s Medal in 2010, and in 2014 he received the 

Bibliographical Society’s Gold Medal. 

Aside from his great involvement in the life of Durham’s University College SCR for 

nigh on 70 years, and in local organisations in the city and beyond, his stature only 

becomes fully apparent when one gets away from Durham. He has been compared to 

Neil Ker or M.R. James, giants of manuscripts scholarship. His passing marks the loss 

of a great resource on the collections at Durham, and the world of Middle English 

manuscripts; we may well not see his like again. 

Michael Stansfield 

Durham University Library Archives and Special Collections 

February 2018 

 

NOTICE REGARDING GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS 

(GDPR) 

AMARC members may be aware that the GDPR will come into effect on 25 May 

2018. AMARC has considered how personal data is being processed in order to ensure 

that we are compliant with the legislation. Many things will remain the same – we will 

continue to hold personal data securely and will not share it with third parties. 

However, we will write to all members with further details. Once the communication 

is received, we urge all members to read the information carefully and to contact the 

Membership Secretary if there are any questions. 
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AMARC MEMBERSHIP 

Membership can be personal or in-

stitutional. Institutional members 

receive two copies of mailings, 

have triple voting rights, and may 

send staff to meetings at the 

members’ rate. Details and 

application forms are available 

from: www.amarc.org.uk. 

Enquiries about membership should 

be addressed to the Membership 

Secretary: Dr Richard Wragg, 

AMARC Membership Secretary, 

Archivist, The National Gallery  

http://www.amarc.org.uk/
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Trafalgar Square, London, WC2N 

5DN; email: Richard.Wragg@ng-

london.org.uk.  

Please do remember to inform the 

Membership Secretary of any 

change in your email or postal 

address. 

Annual subscription rates (April–

March) are:  

Personal Membership: £10 

Institutional Membership: £30 

(For non-sterling cheques, please 

add £7 extra to cover bank charges). 

Please send your payment to: Dr 

Michael Stansfield, AMARC 

Treasurer, c/o Durham University 

Library, Palace Green, Durham 

DH1 3RN. Payment by standing 

order is welcomed. Forms can be  

obtained from the Membership 

Secretary or Treasurer. If more 

members with UK bank accounts 

could pay by standing order it 

would considerably decrease the 

amount of time spent on 

administration. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Many thanks to all contributors to 

this issue, including the following 

whose help or contributions are un-

attributed: 

Mareddud ap Huw, Carlotta 

Barranu, Claire Breay, Kenneth 

Dunn, Jane Eagan, Jane Maxwell, 

Bernard Meehan, James Freeman, 

Pamela Robinson, Richard Wragg.  

Thanks are also due to the 

Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, 

National Library of Wales and 

Cambridge University Library for 

their use of photographs.  

The views expressed herein are 

those of the Editor and other named 

contributors. In addition to contri-

butions from individuals, inform-

ation has been taken from a variety 

of websites, press releases etc., the 

accuracy of which cannot be 

guaranteed. You are advised to 

confirm details, especially if 

travelling to events or exhibitions. 

DEADLINE for publication in  

Issue no. 71 is 1 September 2018. 

Please send your articles or any 

news of interest to AMARC 

members to the editors: Rebecca 

Lawton (rebecca.lawton@bl.uk) 

and Rachael Merrison 

(r.merrison@cheltenhamcollege.org

). Images submitted should be 

delivered via e-mail or file-share.  

AMARC GRANTS 
AMARC members are reminded 

that applications may be made for 

projects that bring AMARC and its 

activities to a wider audience and 

support the stated aim of AMARC: 

to promote the accessibility, 

preservation and archives of all 

periods in libraries and other 

research collections in Great Britain 

and Ireland. Typical examples are: 

contributing to the costs of holding 

conferences and workshops; 

support for small projects such as 

the web-publication of unpublished 

catalogues of manuscripts; 

assistance to scholars in obtaining 

reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of projects 

whose aims are in line with those of 

AMARC; the provision of 

equipment to facilitate access to 

manuscripts; assistance with the 

necessary purchase of manuscripts 

and archives to benefit the AMARC 

community; carrying out 

conservation work on manuscripts 

and archives.  

mailto:Richsrd.Wragg@ng-london.org.uk
mailto:Richsrd.Wragg@ng-london.org.uk
mailto:rebecca.lawton@bl.uk
mailto:r.merrison@cheltenhamcollege.org
mailto:r.merrison@cheltenhamcollege.org
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Applicants must be fully paid-up 

individual or institutional members, 

of at least one year’s standing, and 

should read carefully the detailed 

information about applying found at 

www.amarc.org.uk/grants.htm. 

Funding levels may vary from year 

to year, but it is anticipated that the 

Committee will make awards of not 

more than £500 each. Applications 

will particularly be encouraged 

from postgraduate, postdoctoral and 

early-career researchers.  

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, 

conference or work; its overall cost; 

the grant being sought; the names 

and addresses of two referees; 

details of the addressee for the 

cheque. Applications should be 

submitted to Dr Michael Stansfield, 

AMARC Treasurer, c/o Durham 

University Library, Palace Green, 

Durham DH1 3RN or 

HUm.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk, at 

any time. They will usually be 

considered at the next Committee 

meeting (held in April and 

November) and successful 

applicants will be informed soon 

thereafter. 

Grant recipients will be required to 

submit for publication in this 

Newsletter a brief report (300-500 

words) of the use to which the grant 

was put.  

Grant to Jane Eagan, Head 

Conservator, Oxford 

Conservation Consortium.  

Last September, with the 
generous assistance of an AMARC 
grant, I was very fortunate 
to attend a week-long practical 
workshop on making blue paper 
by hand at the historic paper mill, 

Le Moulin du Verger, 
in Puymoyen, France 
(www.moulinduverger.com/). 
The course objective was to give 
participants an understanding of 
traditional Western papermaking 
techniques, prepare blue dyes 
from natural pigments, identify 
paper and dyeing techniques 
from samples, and to explore the 
use of blue paper from the 15th to 
18th century. In my work as a 
book conservator at the Oxford 
Conservation Consortium, I 
frequently encounter library and 

archive material in paper bindings 

or wrappers, and given the rarity of 

historical documentary sources that 

describe the materials and processes 

for producing coloured papers, the 

opportunity to gain first-

hand knowledge of how this was 

done was hard to resist. I hoped the 

course would help me 

understand the production and 

deterioration of blue paper, and I 

wasn’t disappointed.     

The Moulin du Verger paper 

mill was built in 1539 and is one of 

the last hand papermaking mills still 

producing good quality paper and 

not merely decorative paper for the 

tourist trade. This was the first blue 

papermaking workshop run at the 

mill, and a small group of paper 

conservators attended from the UK, 

France, and USA.    

There are different ways to colour 

paper. Dyed rags can be used to 

make pulp, colourant can be added 

to pulp made from white rags or 

surface stain or dip dye can be 

applied to white paper.  We tried all 

of these, and examined our efforts 

under magnification, evaluating our 

sheets against historic samples we 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/grants.htm
mailto:m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk
http://www.moulinduverger.com/
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had brought or photographed. It 

was fascinating to see what worked, 

and to experiment with the addition 

of dyed wool, black linen, earth 

pigments, etc. We noted interesting 

and unexpected observations. For 

example, as wool floats and 

pigment sinks, the sheets we 

produced were slightly different on 

each side, with the felt side having 

more wool fibres and the wire side 

displaying more pigment 

particles. Directly next to the mould 

on the wire side the fibres were 

more vertically oriented, due 

to the initial movement of dipping 

the mould into the pulp. The top of 

the sheet or felt side showed 

a more even dispersion of 

pulp as the mould was shaken side 

to side during formation. There is a 

big difference between reading this 

sort of information and learning by 

experimentation.  

As a result of the course, I am much 

more aware of how coloured paper 

has been made, how it deteriorates 

with age, and how it may react 

during conservation treatment. I’m 

grateful to AMARC for their 

support and also 

to Jacques Bréjoux, Nadine Dumain

, Didier Navarot, Léila Sauvage, 

Philippe Chazelle, and Thea Burns 

for a fantastic learning opportunity. 

I will be putting my new indigo 

dyeing experience to good use in 

dyeing linen threads 

for endbanding at OCC! 

Grant to organizers of Parker 

Library on the Web 2.0: New 

Opportunities and Future 

Directions, a Symposium held at 

Corpus Christi College, 

Cambridge on Friday 16th March 

2018. 

Report submitted by Carlotta 

Barranu 
On 10th January 2018, the Parker 

Library of Corpus Christi College, 

Cambridge launched its newly 

redesigned digital repository of 

medieval manuscripts. Originally 

born in 2009 in partnership with 

Stanford University, “Parker 

Library on the Web” aimed to 

promote the study of the collection, 

situating itself in the current 

methodological debate on how we 

are to study digitised medieval 

material. The symposium that took 

place on Friday 16th March 2018 

was therefore an occasion to reflect 

on how up-to-date tools such as 

“Parker Library on the Web 2.0” 

shape the ways in which students, 

scholars, and librarians interact with 

manuscripts, and how they direct 

and inform new research and 

professions. 

The symposium was structured 

around three panels that focused on 

the potential (and limits) of digital 

repositories, on the challenges and 

pressures in curating online 

platforms, and finally on the 

influence of digital tools on the 

study of physical objects. One key 

point to the general discussion was 

the issue of subjectivity and the 

necessity to think creatively about 

how to develop tools that offer new 

perspectives of analysis. In the first 

session, discussion turned to coding 

as the manifestation of an 

individual’s perspective, and the 

dangers of over-analysis when 

excessively relying on the use of 

digital tools. It was suggested that 

the creation of open-ended 
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hypertext is crucial to maintain the 

metadata relevant and usable, as it 

would allow users to contribute 

their own insight and thus endorse 

the improvement of digital 

repositories. The second session 

offered a practical taste of these 

issues by discussing projects based 

in Oxford, Durham and 

Philadelphia (PA), which covered 

manuscript migration, collation and 

decoration, as well as in-house 

projects. Particular interest arose 

during the presentation of a new 

collation viewer developed by the 

University of Pennsylvania, 

“VisColl”, which not only proposes 

a new way to view codices online, 

but also provides an example of 

how prioritising data over interface 

allows for the development of 

innovative models for studying 

manuscript books. In the last 

session, we got a taste of the 

potential of “Parker on the Web 

2.0” specifically, as the speakers 

shared new discoveries made 

possible thanks to the platform. 

Here, the possibility to compare and 

contrast multiple manuscripts in the 

Mirador viewer concretely revealed 

its potential, which also sparked 

some reflections on the nature of 

the “digital avatar” as the natural 

evolution of the “digital surrogate” 

– do these non-corporeal forms 

encourage a new definition of 

materiality? 

AMARC’s kind financial grant 

contributed to the travel costs of the 

speakers, which made the event 

more accessible for those who did 

not live in close vicinity to 

Cambridge. As a result, the 

symposium brought together 

individuals from different 

backgrounds, disciplines and 

institutions, and therefore facilitated 

a more stimulating conference 

experience for all 

AMARC MEETINGS 

Modern Scottish Literary 

Manuscripts  

National Library of Scotland, 

Edinburgh 

19 April 2018 

As the Newsletter goes to press, we 

look forward to our spring meeting. 

This will take place at the National 

Library of Scotland, and will 

coincide with a major exhibition on 

Dame Muriel Spark. Papers will 

discuss the cataloguing of the 

Muriel Spark Archive, and the 

‘Cosmopolitan issues’ which 

surround many of the documents. 

AMARC chair, Dr Bernard Meehan 

will also lead a discussion with the 

award winning Scottish author, 

James Kelman.    

Further information can be found 

on our website. See, 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/meetings.

htm 

Visit to William Cowley’s 

Parchment Makers and AGM 

28 June 2018  

AMARC members who wish to see 

parchment made at first hand are 

advised to save this date.  William 

Cowley's has been in operation 

since 1870 and is the last remaining 

parchment manufacturer in the 

U.K.  They use traditional 

techniques for the preparation of 

calf-, goat- and sheepskin 

parchment, for use in conservation, 

bookbinding, printing, calligraphy 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/meetings.htm
http://www.amarc.org.uk/meetings.htm
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and illumination, furniture- and 

drum-making. 

Numbers are by necessity limited to 

48, divided equally between 

morning and afternoon.  The 

morning visit will begin at 

11.00am; the AGM will be held 

over lunch, 1.00-2.30pm; and the 

afternoon visit will commence 

immediately thereafter and 

conclude by 4.30pm. The cost will 

be £35. This will be a practical day, 

so please dress accordingly. 

Bookings will open on 1st May, at 

the following web addresses:  

- morning 

visit: https://tinyurl.com/AMARC

CowleysAM 

- afternoon 

visit: https://tinyurl.com/AMARC

CowleysPM 

We expect demand for this visit to 

be high, so members are advised to 

make a booking at their earliest 

convenience in order to avoid 

disappointment. A reminder of the 

event will be sent out to members 

by e-mail shortly before bookings 

are scheduled to open, together with 

further practical information about 

the day, advice about how to get to 

Cowley's, etc. We look forward to 

seeing you there! 

PERSONAL NEWS 

Laura Shanahan takes over as 

Head of Research Collections, 

Trinity College Library Dublin  

Following the retirement of Dr 

Bernard Meehan as Head of 

Research Collections and Keeper of 

Manuscripts, the Trinity College 

Library Dublin is pleased to 

announce a new appointment. Laura 

Shanahan took up the position of 

Head of Research Collections in 

January 2017. Laura was previously 

head of collection development and 

access in Edinburgh University 

Library.  

D.Litt awarded to Daniel Huws.  

In a special congregation of the 

University of Wales held at Cardiff 

on 8 November 2017, the degree of 

D.Litt., honoris causa, was awarded 

to Daniel Huws, formerly Keeper of 

Manuscripts and Records at the 

National Library of Wales, 

Aberystwyth, and a former 

Committee member of AMARC. 

The award is in recognition of 

Daniel’s pre-eminence as the 

greatest authority on Welsh 

manuscripts – both those written in 

Welsh and those written in other 

languages in Wales – since the 

pioneering work of Dr J. 

Gwenogvryn Evans (1852-1930) 

for the Historical Manuscripts 

Commission at the beginning of the 

20th century. For the past 25 years, 

Daniel has been working on ‘A 

Repertory of Welsh Manuscripts 

and Scribes up to 1800’, a detailed 

and comprehensive catalogue of all 

pre-1800 manuscripts in the Welsh 

language, or of Welsh provenance, 

together with a study of scribal 

hands in Wales during a period of 

seven centuries. This monumental 

and innovative three-volume work, 

currently earmarked for publication 

in 2019-20, is set to revolutionise 

Welsh literary and historical 

scholarship, and to dominate the 

study of Welsh manuscripts and 

texts for future generations. We 
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wish him well as he completes his 

magnum opus. 

MANUSCRIPT AND ARCHIVE 

RELATED NEWS  

The Stationers’ Company opens 

new Archive facility  

The Stationers’ Company, London, 

officially opened their new archive 

room and reading room on 10th 

November 2017. The opening 

represented a milestone in 

improving access to its unique and 

priceless archive, both for members 

of the Company and the general 

public. Thanks to the generosity of 

Liverymen Duncan Spence and 

Amy McKee, and additional funds 

from the Company, there is now a 

magnificent new facility for all to 

use including an archive room and a 

reading room.  The whole complex 

is called the Tokefield Centre in 

commemoration of the then Clerk, 

George Tokefield, who in 1666 

transported the Company’s records 

in a wheelbarrow out beyond the 

reach of the Great Fire of London 

thus saving them.  

Liveryman Sarah Mahurter, 

Manager, University Archives and 

Special Collections Centre at 

University of the Arts London, 

undertook the project management 

to relocate the historic Archive 

from an inaccessible upstairs room 

to the oldest book warehouse 

building in London which forms 

one end of the Company’s garden. 

Workstreams were identified to 

ensure a successful planning 

application with support from 

Historic England, to build the 

archive room with a climate 

controlled environment and to 

develop a reading room which 

could be effectively used by a 

diverse range of users, in line with 

national standards. 

Ruth Frendo, the Stationers’ 

Company archivist, said “The 

Stationers’ Archive is already 

known as a key resource to 

historians of the book trade. 

However, it also holds a wealth of 

records whose potential is yet to be 

explored. As custodians of the 

records we have inherited through 

the care and dedication of our 

forebears, we have a serious 

responsibility to maintain these 

documents for future exploration. 

Through the development of this, 

purpose-built storage facility, and a 

reading room which will provide 

unprecedented access to its 

Archive, the Stationers’ Company 

is demonstrating that it is whole-

heartedly embracing this 

responsibility. 

For further information please contact 

William Alden, Clerk to the Company, 

at clerk@stationers.org or on 

02072460980. www.stationers.org.  

The National Archives and The 

Pilgrim Trust launch new 

funding programme  

On 7th November 2017 The 

National Archives and The Pilgrim 

Trust announced the launch of 

Archives Revealed. This is a new 

funding programme to support the 

cataloguing of archive collections. 

The funding will support archive 

services across the UK to make 

their uncatalogued archive 

collections accessible and available 

to all.  

mailto:clerk@stationers.org
http://www.stationers.org/
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Archives Revealed offer two kinds 

of grant. Cataloguing grants of up 

to £40,000 will be available to 

create catalogues of archival 

collections. This strand will reopen 

for applications in October 2018. 

Scoping grants of up to £3,000 will 

also be available to help archives 

conduct collection analysis which 

will support the development of 

plans for their future cataloguing 

priorities and projects. This strand 

will open in March 2018.  

The funding criteria will include an 

assessment of the collection’s 

significance, including its rarity, 

historical value, and research value 

to a variety of audience groups. 

This will be assessed alongside 

demonstrated evidence of the need 

for the cataloguing to be completed, 

with an additional focus given to 

analysis of current and potential 

impact.  

For more information please visit 

the Archives Revealed website, 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk

/archives-sector/finding-

funding/archives-revealed/  

Cambridge University Library 

acquires 13th century rental roll  

Cambridge University Library is 

delighted to announce the 

acquisition of a late 13th-century 

rental roll originally made for the 

Augustinian priory of Holy Trinity, 

Ipswich.   

The roll comprises seven and a half 

membranes (the first a blank outer 

wrapper and the rest bearing text), 

measuring over four metres in 

length in total.  For a working 

document, it is in extremely good 

condition; aside from a few minor 

stains and smudges, it has sustained 

almost no damage during its 

lifetime.  The stitching appears to 

be original and is intact.  Most of 

the text is written in a neat littera 

textualis script, with some few 

additions in anglicana. 

The contents are divided by parish 

(and sometimes street), first within 

Ipswich and then in the surrounding 

area.  Tenants are listed by name, 

against rents due at four religious 

feasts throughout the year.  Many 

surnames indicate professional 

status or place of origin; several 

women feature as independent 

tenants and tradeswomen in their 

own right.  In sum, the roll provides 

valuable insights into the economic 

life of an important medieval town.  

Last noticed in 1847, when its 

contents were transcribed and 

printed for private distribution, the 

Ipswich rental roll has now been 

secured for future scholarship by 

Cambridge University Library: a 

high-resolution digital facsimile and 

a full description will shortly be 

published on the Cambridge Digital 

Library 

(https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/view/MS

-ADD-10185).  Thanks to the skill 

of photographer Amélie Deblauwe 

in the Digital Content Unit, some 

text that had previously been 

obscured by stitching, and which 

was not included in the 1847 

transcription, has now been brought 

to light. 

PROJECTS 

Irish Script on Screen (ISOS)  

The Irish Script on Screen (ISOS) 

project was a 1999 initiative of the 

School of Celtic Studies in the 

Dublin Institute for Advanced 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/finding-funding/archives-revealed/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/finding-funding/archives-revealed/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/finding-funding/archives-revealed/
https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/view/MS-ADD-10185
https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/view/MS-ADD-10185
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Studies. Its aim is to make digital 

images of Irish-language 

manuscripts, held at a number of 

repositories, available online. 

Eleven of the manuscripts from the 

collection in Trinity College are 

already published on the site 

including the Book of Leinster 

(TCD MS 1339), the most 

important surviving source for 

medieval Irish literature and 

history. The newest phase of the 

project has just begun. This phase 

will see the publication of a further 

three medieval legal manuscripts, 

For more information see the 

project website, 

https://www.isos.dias.ie/english/ind

ex.html  

Catalogue Descriptions for 

Modern Archives added to 

Digital Catalogues of Trinity 

College, Cambridge Library.  

Trinity College Cambridge was 

delighted to receive an unexpected 

bequest for the use of the Library in 

2017 from Dr Betty Hill, a lecturer 

in medieval English at Leeds and 

Oxford who had published several 

articles about one of the early 

English manuscripts in the Wren 

Library. Dr Hill’s donation of her 

residuary estate has enabled the 

College to recruit two temporary 

staff to provide online catalogue 

descriptions of the modern archives 

held in the Library, many of which 

are presently accessible only 

through typewritten finding aids or 

a card index. Rebecca Hughes and 

Diana Smith began working on this 

project in November, and the 

resultant catalogue descriptions will 

soon be added to the College’s 

website. The project will last for at 

least three years, and will transform 

the level of access to these 

important collections. 

LECTURES 

2018 John Coffin Memorial 

Annual Palaeography Lecture  

The Chancellor’s Hall, First 

Floor, Senate House, Malet 

Street, London  

6pm - 16 May 2018 

This year the lecture will be given 

by Prof. A.S.G. (Tony) Edwards, 

Honorary Professor of Medieval 

Manuscripts, University of Kent 

and Honorary visiting Professor, 

University College, London. The 

lecture will explore the function of 

palaeography in manuscript 

scholarship from the nineteenth 

century onwards. Focusing on 

Middle English texts, both prose 

and verse, it will examine various 

aspects of palaeographical research, 

including description and dating of 

manuscripts, the identification of 

hands and the teaching of 

palaeography.   

Professor Edwards is a manuscript 

and literary scholar, whose studies 

are largely, but not exclusively, 

based on Middle English and early 

modern verse and prose. His 

publications include editions of the 

works of George Cavendish, John 

Lydgate and Thomas More, as well 

as many more works on Middle 

English prose and verse, Tudor 

manuscripts, the history of the 

book, and the scripts and 

transmission of English manuscripts 

between 1400 and 1700.  

The event is free of charge but 

booking is essential. Please book 

via the IES website, 

https://webmail.bl.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=XbC6tNV8IrxV4CwXeS7Qb7NOjTKSkcdY2C-AFItTvAfHLxA3_4jVCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.isos.dias.ie%2fenglish%2findex.html
https://webmail.bl.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=XbC6tNV8IrxV4CwXeS7Qb7NOjTKSkcdY2C-AFItTvAfHLxA3_4jVCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.isos.dias.ie%2fenglish%2findex.html
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https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events/ev

ent/15605?utm_source=IES&utm_c

ampaign=a1412af7ae-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_15

&utm_medium=email&utm_term=

0_1d4276761b-a1412af7ae-

514671265  

A 13th Century Rental Roll made 

for the Augustinian priory of 

Holy Trinity, Ipswich.  

Christchurch Manor, Ipswich 

7:30pm 23 May 

Dr James Freeman (Medieval 

Manuscripts Specialist, Cambridge 

University Library) will discuss the 

13th-century rental roll, newly 

acquired by Cambridge University 

Library. The roll will be on display 

during the talk. See the news item 

above for further information about 

the roll and its digitisation by the 

University Library.  

Tickets, priced £7, are available 

from Robert Houlton Hart of the 

Friends of Suffolk Record Office: 

email secretary@fosro.org.uk or 

send a cheque (payable to FOSRO) 

to 2 Cranesbill Drive, Bury St 

Edmunds IP32 7JU. 

CONFERENCES 

The Irish-Language Manuscripts 

of Trinity College Dublin 

The Long Room Hub 

17-18 May 2018  

This event is being organised to 

celebrate the centenary of the 

establishment of an independent 

Department of Irish and Celtic 

Languages in Trinity College 

Dublin in 1918. The speakers will 

focus on individual manuscripts 

(including the Book of Leinster, the 

Book of Armagh and the Yellow 

Book of Lecan) ranging in date 

from the ninth to the sixteenth 

centuries, while others will seek to 

outline how the Library's collection 

came into being, and what it’s 

future might hold. 

For abstracts of the talks, a 

conference schedule and 

registration, please 

visit https://irishmssoftcd.wordpress

.com/ 

Revealing Records IX 

Anatomy Museum, King’s 

College London  

Friday 25th May 2018 

Now in its ninth year, the Revealing 

Records conference series brings 

together postgraduate researchers 

working with a wide range of 

sources from across the medieval 

world to share challenges and 

approaches through the presentation 

of their research. This year’s 

conference will include a keynote 

speech delivered by Dr Sophie 

Ambler (Lancaster University) and 

Professor Lindy Grant (University 

of Reading). Papers typically 

employ an interdisciplinary 

approach, drawing upon 

palaeography, archaeology or other 

related disciplines are particularly 

welcome.  

For more information please 

contact: 

revealingrecords@gmail.com  

Past, Present, Future: the People 

in Independent Libraries. 

The Library of Innerpeffray and 

the Leighton Library, Dunblane 

1 – 3 June 2018  

The Independent Libraries 

Association’s annual conference 

continues the aim of bringing 

https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events/event/15605?utm_source=IES&utm_campaign=a1412af7ae-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1d4276761b-a1412af7ae-514671265
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events/event/15605?utm_source=IES&utm_campaign=a1412af7ae-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1d4276761b-a1412af7ae-514671265
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events/event/15605?utm_source=IES&utm_campaign=a1412af7ae-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1d4276761b-a1412af7ae-514671265
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events/event/15605?utm_source=IES&utm_campaign=a1412af7ae-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1d4276761b-a1412af7ae-514671265
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events/event/15605?utm_source=IES&utm_campaign=a1412af7ae-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1d4276761b-a1412af7ae-514671265
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events/event/15605?utm_source=IES&utm_campaign=a1412af7ae-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1d4276761b-a1412af7ae-514671265
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/events/event/15605?utm_source=IES&utm_campaign=a1412af7ae-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1d4276761b-a1412af7ae-514671265
https://webmail.bl.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=6nkth8nGdQcmcKskVK9G6G1KrnYW9-EwknugU9KpaBnHLxA3_4jVCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2firishmssoftcd.wordpress.com%2f
https://webmail.bl.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=6nkth8nGdQcmcKskVK9G6G1KrnYW9-EwknugU9KpaBnHLxA3_4jVCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2firishmssoftcd.wordpress.com%2f
mailto:revealingrecords@gmail.com
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together those working in and 

around the independent library 

sector. The 2017 conference 

followed the theme of ‘collections’, 

the core of any library; but what are 

texts without their readers? In 2018 

the conference will focus on people. 

The membership of independent 

libraries is growing healthily, but 

individual institutions often battle 

against perceptions of exclusivity 

and anonymity. 

People who use independent 

collections, as well as the people 

who make the collections accessible 

are all welcomed under this year’s 

theme. Papers on library founders, 

readers, members, subscribers, 

librarians, archivists, interns, 

volunteers, trustees, benefactors, 

partner institutions and/or the 

general public are all part of this 

year's programme. 

For the full programme and 

information on how to register 

please visit the Association’s 

website at, 

https://www.independentlibraries.

co.uk/annual-meeting/  

Early Archives in Practice.  

Queen Mary University of 

London 

11-12 June 2018 
Early Archives in Practice is a two-

day symposium, run by Queen 

Mary University of London in 

conjunction with the University’s 

Centre for Early Modern Mapping, 

News, and Networks. The 

symposium will offer participants a 

range of practical talks and 

workshops, and provide a platform 

to consider the role of archival 

research in medieval and early 

modern research today. It will 

consist of both panel discussions 

from participants as well as relevant 

workshops on archival practice and 

palaeography. We will introduce 

speakers from a range of archives to 

discuss their collections and 

research, including the National 

Archives, Oxford University, 

Marsh’s Library, Wellcome 

Library, and Lambeth Palace 

Archives. 

The event will also provide a space 

for participants to share and to 

expand their knowledge and 

experience of archival research. For 

more information see: 

https://earlyarchives.wordpress.com

/  

Illuminating the Dark Ages: 

Manuscript art and knowledge in 

the Early Medieval World (c.600-

1100).  

University of Edinburgh  

28-29 June 2018 

Illuminated manuscripts offer a 

sometimes overlooked illustration 

of medieval life. However unlike 

the late centuries of the medieval 

millennium, the study of the Early 

Middle Ages is not normally 

backed by abundant documentation. 

Early medieval illuminated 

manuscripts were mostly tools of 

liturgy and prayer, but also 

patronage statements and 

transmission agents for science, 

music and literature in a historical 

period.  

‘Illuminating the Dark Ages’ is a 

bilingual (English and French) 

conference that aims to bring 

together researchers of all levels 

working on the wider Early Middle 

https://www.independentlibraries.co.uk/annual-meeting/
https://www.independentlibraries.co.uk/annual-meeting/
https://earlyarchives.wordpress.com/
https://earlyarchives.wordpress.com/
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Ages and the decorated manuscript 

as a cultural medium. The 

conference aims to shed new light 

no how and why manuscripts were 

decorated in the early medieval 

period.  

For more information please 

contact, 

illuminating.darkages@gmail.com  

Revisiting the Codex Buranus: 

Interdisciplinary Perspectives.  

Universität Brixen 

26-28 July 2018 

Arguably one of the best known, 

most studied, yet least understood 

manuscripts of the Middle Ages, 

the Codex Buranus (Munich, 

Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Clm 

4660/4660a) sits uncomfortably 

within the institutionalised context 

of the modern academy. Of interest 

to scholars of Latin, French, and 

German lyric, to historians of music 

and theatre, to those concerned with 

processes of cultural transfer and 

modern reception, the thirteenth-

century songbook has found much 

attention within a range of 

individual disciplines but has failed 

to generate sustained scholarly 

exchange across these fields. 

Revisiting the Codex Buranus seeks 

to bridge the gap between the well-

established discourses that surround 

the Codex Buranus, its songs and 

plays. An international team of 

leading scholars will gather at the 

University of Brixen between 26 

and 28 July 2018 in order to engage 

in dialogue across such disciplinary 

boundaries, seeking to distil current 

scholarly opinion on the manuscript 

and to point out new avenues for 

further research. Papers will cover 

the broad range of (song) genres 

contained in the Codex Buranus, its 

organizing principles and contexts 

of composition, as well as issues of 

notation, plurilingualism, 

contrafacture, and reception. 

For further information regarding 

the programme and registration see 

the conference website: 

https://henryhopemusicology.wordp

ress.com/revisiting-the-codex-

buranus/  

Reimagining Records. 

The National Archives, Kew 

28-29 June 2018 

Held in collaboration with the 

National Archives and the 

Universities of York and Lincoln, 

this two-day event, Reimagining 

Records, will combine a day of 

professional postgraduate 

development a consecutive 

academic conference. The 

symposium hopes to promote 

discourse on new, innovative 

approaches to medieval record 

collections. Professor John Arnold, 

University of Cambridge, is to be 

the keynote speaker. The 

conference hopes to bring together 

a range of papers by postgraduates, 

ECR’s and established academics.  

For more information and updates, 

please see the Reimagining Records 

twitter feed, 

https://twitter.com/Reimagining_Re

c?lang=en  

Paper-stuff: Materiality, 

Technology and Invention.  

Faculty of English, University of 

Cambridge  

10-11 September 2018  

mailto:illuminating.darkages@gmail.com
https://henryhopemusicology.wordpress.com/revisiting-the-codex-buranus/
https://henryhopemusicology.wordpress.com/revisiting-the-codex-buranus/
https://henryhopemusicology.wordpress.com/revisiting-the-codex-buranus/
https://twitter.com/Reimagining_Rec?lang=en
https://twitter.com/Reimagining_Rec?lang=en
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This conference will bring together 

experts on paper with theorists of 

material culture and representatives 

of a variety of paper-focused 

disciplines, so as better to 

understand the workings of this 

crucial medium. As well as 

providing a rich array of 

comparative perspectives, Paper-

stuff will consider the rapidly 

evolving technologies available for 

the analysis of paper. Papers will be 

given by speakers from a variety of 

disciplines, including Professor 

Pádraig Ó Macháin (University 

College Cork) and Linda Toigo 

(paper artist).  

For more information regarding the 

programme and registration please 

visit the conference website: 

http://www.english.cam.ac.uk/event

s/paper/  

SCOLMA Annual Conference, 

Things come together?: Literary 

archives from, in and for Africa. 

University of Birmingham 

10 September 2018 

This conference will explore 

African literary archives, their 

creation, preservation, digitisation 

and use in research and teaching. 

African literature is multi-faceted 

and multi-lingual. Chinua Achebe's 

Things Fall Apart (1958) not only 

signalled the first stages of a new 

outpouring of literary creativity in 

Africa, but also built upon long 

literary traditions, both oral and 

written. This conference will look 

at archives generated by novelists, 

poets and dramatists, whether in 

oral or written form and whether in 

modern or 'traditional' genres. 

Papers will discuss archives in 

private ownership, and those held in 

institutions. What is being lost, and 

what is being preserved? How are 

these resources being made 

available, and how are they being 

used to engage with African 

publics? What is the role of literary 

heirs as guardians of these 

archives? How are these records 

being managed in public and 

institutional archives? What are the 

problems and opportunities of 

preserving such recent material? 

This conference is held in 

association with the African Studies 

Association (UK). The biannual 

conferences of ASAUK will be held 

at the University of Birmingham 

11-13 September 2018. For more 

details see 

http://www.asauk.net/asauk-2018-

conference-11-13-september-

university-of-birmingham/. 

Mary of Guelders – Her Life and 

Prayer Book (ca. 1400). 

Radboud Universiteit and  

Museum Het Valkhof 

23 – 24 November 2018 

Mary of Guelders’s richly 

illuminated prayer book (Berlin 

SBB – PK MS Germ qu 42 / 

Vienna ÖNB Cod. 1908) was 

completed in 1415 and is 

extraordinary for several reasons: it 

originally consisted of more than 

600 folia, it is richly illuminated 

and it was written in the Lower 

Rhine vernacular. The book has 

been the focus of a research project 

led by the Staatsbibliothek zu 

Berlin and Radboud University in 

Nijmegen. To mark the opening of 

a major exhibition celebrating this 

research in autumn 2018, 

researchers will share the results of 

recent work on Mary of Guelders 

http://www.english.cam.ac.uk/events/paper/
http://www.english.cam.ac.uk/events/paper/
http://www.asauk.net/asauk-2018-conference-11-13-september-university-of-birmingham/
http://www.asauk.net/asauk-2018-conference-11-13-september-university-of-birmingham/
http://www.asauk.net/asauk-2018-conference-11-13-september-university-of-birmingham/
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and her prayer book. Papers will 

discuss new evidence on the 

codicological structure of the book, 

its textual and art-historical context 

and other technical aspects of the 

book. A scholarly publication is 

expected to follow the conference 

in 2019/2020. Plenary lectures will 

be given by Prof. Kathryn Rudy and 

Prof. Frank Willaert.  

For more information please visit: 

http://www.ru.nl/maryofguelders/ne

ws/news-0/conference-mary-

guelders-her-life-prayer-book-ca/  

Manuscripts in Anglo-Saxon 

England. 

British Library, London 

13 - 15 December 2018 

An international conference on 

Manuscripts in the Anglo-Saxon 

Kingdoms will be held at the 

British Library’s Knowledge Centre 

on 13‒14 December 2018, followed 

by an early career symposium on 15 

December 2018. AMARC is 

generously supporting this 

conference and symposium with a 

grant which is being used to reduce 

the cost of attendance for registered 

students. Registration for the 

conference and symposium will be 

open by May 2018. Please check 

the British Library website for 

further information and details of 

how to book. 

https://www.bl.uk/whats-on  

GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS 

Oxford Bibliographical Society 

Grants  

The Oxford Bibliographical Society 

offers an annual series of grants to 

help in defraying the costs of 

holding conferences, exhibitions 

and workshops; to support small 

projects such as the web-

publication of unpublished 

catalogues of manuscripts and 

printed books; and to provide 

assistance to scholars in obtaining 

reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of projects 

whose aims are in line with those of 

the Oxford Bibliographical Society. 

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, 

conference or work (no more than 

200 words); its overall cost with a 

break-down of how the grant would 

be used; the name, address and e-

mail address of one referee; and the 

applicant’s contact details 

(including a postal address). 

Applications should be submitted to 

the Secretary by 31 March in each 

year and will be evaluated by 

Council at its Spring Meeting. 

Applications received after 31 

March will be considered in the 

following year’s round of grants. 

Successful applicants will be 

informed as soon as possible after 

the spring meeting and the results 

announced at the Society’s AGM 

and on its website.  

The applicant need not be a 

member of the Society. 

Applications need not relate to 

Oxford, however Oxford-based or 

Oxford-related submissions may be 

prioritised. Funding levels may vary 

from year to year, but it is 

anticipated that Council will make 

awards of not more than £1,500 in 

total in each year.  

Successful applicants will be 

required to mention the contribution 

of the Society in any written, 

printed, on-line or other visual 

material relating to the event, work 

http://www.ru.nl/maryofguelders/news/news-0/conference-mary-guelders-her-life-prayer-book-ca/
http://www.ru.nl/maryofguelders/news/news-0/conference-mary-guelders-her-life-prayer-book-ca/
http://www.ru.nl/maryofguelders/news/news-0/conference-mary-guelders-her-life-prayer-book-ca/
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or research, and to submit for 

publication via the website and 

other appropriate means a brief 

report (300–500 words) on the use 

to which the grant was put.  

Contact: The Honorary Secretary, 

Oxford Bibliographical Society, 

secretary@oxbibsoc.org.uk.  

The Friends of the National 

Libraries Grant. 

Application Deadline: rolling 

The Friends of the National 

Libraries (FNL) helps university 

libraries, national libraries, 

museums, art galleries and record 

offices acquire books, manuscripts 

and archives that you would not 

otherwise have resources to 

purchase. We help the nation’s 

libraries not just national libraries 

and our two main criteria when 

awarding grants are the historical, 

literary and other qualities of the 

propose acquisition and its 

significance to your collection. We 

also take into account price, 

condition and provenance. 

We usually contribute part of the 

cost of an acquisition, with the 

remainder coming from your own 

or other sources. We can also 

respond to applications where no 

other money is available, so long as 

you have thoroughly explored all 

other possible sources of support. 

Our grants tend to be in the range of 

£1,000 to £20,000, with most grants 

being between £2k and 

£10k.  Receiving a grant from the 

FNL often helps unlock other 

sources of funding. 

To apply please write a letter of 

application and email it to Dr 

Frances Harris, Honorary Secretary 

(secretary@fnlmail.org.uk). There 

are no application deadlines and for 

further information, visit: 

http://www.friendsofnationallibrarie

s.org.uk/applying-grants/faq  

The British Records Association. 

Application Deadline: 30 June 

2018 

The British Records Association is 

pleased to announce that it is 

sponsoring a new prize, in memory 

of archivist Janette Harley (1951-

2015). Janette was devoted to the 

BRA, which was a significant help 

to her during her early career. She 

remained a member throughout her 

life. At her death her family 

fulfilled her wish to bequeath a 

substantial capital sum to the BRA. 

This new prize is intended to 

generate interest in archives and 

raise awareness of research and 

achievements in the world of 

archives. 

An annual prize of £350 will be 

awarded to individuals or 

organisations for the best/most 

original piece of work published in 

a monograph, journal or magazine, 

or otherwise made publicly 

available (such as a blog), which 

has promoted "the preservation, 

understanding, accessibility or 

study of archives", the aims of the 

BRA, during the past three years. 

Applications are welcomed from 

individuals, on their own behalf or 

on behalf of others, and from 

representatives of organisations. 

The prize will be available to 

anyone, including archivists, local 

historians, academics and 

conservators. 

The deadline for applications for 

the inaugural prize is 30 June 2018. 

mailto:secretary@fnlmail.org.uk)
http://www.friendsofnationallibraries.org.uk/applying-grants/faq
http://www.friendsofnationallibraries.org.uk/applying-grants/faq
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The prize will be awarded in 

October 2018. 

Please visit the British Records 

Association website at the 

following link for further details on 

submitting an application: 

http://www.britishrecordsassociatio

n.org.uk/the-janette-harley-prize/  

Business Archives Council: 

Cataloguing Grant for Business 

Archives. 

Application Deadline: 25 June 

2018 

This year the Business Archives 

Council is pleased to announce that 

it has increased its annual 

cataloguing grant for business 

collections to £4000. The aim of 

this grant is to fund the cataloguing 

of a business collection in either the 

private or public sector, and to: 

• Provide financial support for 

institutions / businesses that 

manage business archives; 

• Reach collections that have 

not yet been prioritised but 

have potential academic or 

socio-historical value; 

• Create opportunities for 

archivists or para-

professionals / volunteers to 

gain experience in listing 

business collections, and; 

• Increase access to business 

collections. 

Previous applicants are welcome to 

re-apply. Please note that the BAC 

will not award a grant to the same 

institution within three years. For 

further information and contact 

details please follow: 

https://www.businessarchivescounc

il.org.uk/activitiesobjectives/catgra

nt/  

COURSES 

Environment: Effective 

Monitoring and Management  

British Library, London  

14 June 2018  

Priced at £140  

This training day is led by Jane 

Henderson, Senior Lecturer in 

Conservation at Cardiff University, 

with demonstrations of equipment 

by Chris Michael of Meaco and is is 

aimed at people with responsibility 

for the care of library and archive 

collections.Avoiding a ‘one size fits 

all’ approach to environmental 

parameters, the day helps you to 

understand the vulnerabilities and 

tolerances of your collections and 

then shows how to set realistic and 

achievable targets that are 

appropriate to the materials in your 

care and the resources available to 

you. At the end of the day you will 

be in a strong position to take cost-

effective decisions and prioritise 

actions for maintaining a 

sustainable environment. For 

further information about the course 

please contact the course organiser: 

+44(0)1243818219 or 

cpd@westdean.org.uk  

London International 

Palaeography Summer School. 

Senate House, London 

11-15 June 2018  

The London Internatioanl 

Palaeography Summer School is a 

series of intensive courses in 

Palaeography and Manuscript 

Studies. Courses range from a half 

to two days duration and are given 

by experts in their respective fields 

from a wide range of institutions. 

The Summer School is hosted by 

the Centre or Manuscript and Print 

http://www.britishrecordsassociation.org.uk/the-janette-harley-prize/
http://www.britishrecordsassociation.org.uk/the-janette-harley-prize/
https://www.businessarchivescouncil.org.uk/activitiesobjectives/catgrant/
https://www.businessarchivescouncil.org.uk/activitiesobjectives/catgrant/
https://www.businessarchivescouncil.org.uk/activitiesobjectives/catgrant/
mailto:cpd@westdean.org.uk
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Studies with the co-operation of the 

British Library, the Institute of 

Historical Research, Senate House 

Library, the Warburg Instute, 

University College, King’s College 

London and the Victoria and Albert 

Museum. A display of medieval 

writing materials, which includes 

the possibility of practical use of 

certain medieval items, will be 

exhibited during the lunchbreak on 

Monday 11 June 2018 and is open 

to all participants of the Summer 

School.  

For more information and to book, 

please see: 

https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-

training/study-weeks/london-

international-palaeography-

summer-school  

EXHIBITIONS 

Information has been drawn from 

press-releases and websites as well 

as contributions from our members 

and colleagues. Please check 

opening dates and times and other 

details before travelling as these 

may vary from those given here. 

ABERYSTWYTH, 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF 

WALES 

The Mostyn Manuscripts: A 

Centennial Exhibition  

July – December 2018 

The National Library of Wales 

acquired an initial tranche of 

manuscripts from Mostyn Hall, 

Flintshire in 1918.  To mark the 

centenary of this notable 

acquisition, the Library will be 

show-casing some of its most 

valuable Mostyn treasures this 

season.  They include early printed 

books, and manuscripts in Welsh, 

Latin and English, among which are 

Gutun Owain’s remarkable 15th-

century medical compendium, and 

the monumental Chronicle of Elis 

Gruffudd, ‘Soldier of Calais’.  

Mostyn Hall retains some items of 

historic significance, and a few 

choice items – seldom seen by the 

public – will also be shown in the 

exhibition. This is a rare 

opportunity to view treasures from 

one of the finest private collections 

ever formed in Wales. 

An academic conference, public 

lectures and other events will 

accompany the exhibition in 

celebration of the centenary of the 

acquisition of the Mostyn 

manuscripts.  

For more information on the 

Library’s Mostyn manuscripts, see 

https://www.llgc.org.uk/en/collectio

ns/learn-more/introduction0/the-

mostyn-manuscripts/ 

Kyffin Williams: Behind the 

Frame  

16 February – 1 September 2018  

During 2018, the National Library 

of Wales will be commemorating 

the centenary of the birth of Kyffin 

Williams (1918-2006), the 

Llangefni-born painter who is 

regarded as one of the defining 

Welsh artists of the 20th century.  

The exhibition will include a 

selection of the vast collection of 

paintings, drawings, prints and 

archival material held at the 

Library, including some hitherto 

‘unseen’ works bequeathed by the 

artist himself. 

Humphrey Llwyd – Inventor of 

Britain  

https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/london-international-palaeography-summer-school
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/london-international-palaeography-summer-school
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/london-international-palaeography-summer-school
https://www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/london-international-palaeography-summer-school
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March – July 2019 (postponed 

from 2017) 

An exhibition to commemorate the 

450th anniversary of the death of 

one of the most important figures of 

the Welsh Renaissance.  Humphrey 

Llwyd is credited with coining the 

term ‘British empire’ and through 

his writings and maps he helped to 

shape our understanding of Welsh 

history and identity.  Llwyd was 

also involved in securing the 

passage of the Act of Parliament 

which allowed the translation of the 

New Testament into Welsh by 

William Salesbury in 1567, the 

450th anniversary of which was 

celebrated last year. This exhibition 

forms part of the AHRC funded 

project, ‘Inventor of Britain: The 

Complete Works of Humphrey 

Llwyd’. 

CAMBRIDGE, UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY  

Tall Tales  

2 May – 27 October 2018  

At 157 feet tall Cambridge 

University Library’s tower is its 

most recognisable feature, and can 

be seen for miles around. But its 

contents (over half a million books 

filling 11 of its 17 floors) are a 

mystery to many and have given 

rise to much speculation. In this 

exhibition we lift the lid on two 

centuries of popular publishing in 

the UK, received under the 

Copyright Act and since 1934 held 

in the tower as ‘secondary’ to the 

Library’s main academic 

collections. Victorian toys and 

games jostle for shelf space with 

colourful children’s books, 

Edwardian fiction in pristine dust 

jackets and popular periodicals. 

Now recognised as a treasure trove 

for researchers, its collections tell 

the story of our national life 

through the printed word. 

DURHAM UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY, ARCHIVES AND 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS  

Bodies of Evidence: How Science 

unearthed Durham’s dark secret  

9 June 2018 – 7 October 2018  

In November 2013 two mass burials 

were discovered in an area being 

developed as a new café for Palace 

Green Library. After over 350 

years, a team of archaeologists from 

Durham University were able to 

confirm that the burials were some 

of a group of Scottish Prisoners 

who died in 1650 following the 

Battle of Dunbar. The exhibition 

will show how different pieces of a 

complex jigsaw of evidence were 

pieced together to establish the 

identity of the bodies, the science 

behind the discoveries, and the 

remarkable story of the survivors, 

some of whom were transported to 

New England to a new life at the 

edge of the known world. Bodies of 

Evidence brings together material 

from collections across the UK and 

beyond. The exhibition shows how 

Durham University scientists 

working with colleagues at 

Bradford, York and Liverpool John 

Moores universities used the latest 

scientific techniques to reveal more 

about the soldiers’ story – how they 

lived, why they died, and what 

became of those who survived. A 

full programme of related activities 

runs alongside this exhibition, from 

talks and city walks, to family 

activities and musical events. 
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EDINBURGH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND  

The International Style of Muriel 

Spark  

Until 13 May 2018 

This exhibition will celebrate Spark 

in the city in which she set her most 

famous novel, The Prime of Miss 

Jean Brodie, on the centenary of 

her birth.  

Using the Library’s Spark archive, 

the exhibition illuminates Spark’s 

literary style, her personal style and 

love of fashion, the importance of 

the various international locations 

she called home, and the amazing 

correspondence she maintained 

with international stars and literary 

royalty. The acquisition of the 

archive by the Library is presented 

as a metaphorical homecoming for 

a Scottish er of international stature 

and unique style.   

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms 

19 October 2018 – 19 Feb 2019  

Tickets are now on sale for the 

British Library’s major exhibition 

on the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms 

which runs from 19 October 2018 

to 19 February 2019. Ranging from 

the fifth to the eleventh centuries, 

the exhibition will explore this 

long, dynamic period when the 

English language was used and 

written down for the first time, and 

a kingdom of England was first 

created. Drawing on the British 

Library’s own outstanding 

collections and a large number of 

very significant loans, the 

exhibition will examine the 

surviving evidence for the history, 

art, literature and culture of the 

period, as preserved in books, 

documents and a number of related 

objects. 

Codex Amiatinus, the earliest 

complete Latin Bible, will be 

returning to Britain for the first time 

in over 1,300 years ago for display 

in the exhibition. This giant 

illuminated Bible, made at 

Wearmouth-Jarrow in Northumbria 

in the early eighth century and now 

held in the Biblioteca Medicea 

Laurenziana in Florence, will be 

shown with the St Cuthbert Gospel, 

the earliest intact European book, 

which was also made at 

Wearmouth-Jarrow and was 

acquired by the British Library in 

2012. These two books will be 

exhibited alongside the Lindisfarne 

Gospels, one of Britain’s greatest 

artistic treasures, and other 

illuminated manuscripts of 

international significance made in 

the late seventh and eighth 

centuries. 

The exhibition will include a 

number of outstanding objects, 

including key pieces from the 

Staffordshire Hoard discovered near 

Litchfield in 2009, and kindly 

loaned by Birmingham and Stoke-

on-Trent City Councils. Objects 

drawn from the unique array of 

military equipment which makes up 

the bulk of the hoard will be on 

display, as well as the pectoral cross 

and the gilded strip inscribed with 

text drawn from the biblical book of 

Numbers. 

A key theme in the exhibition will 

be the development of the English 

language and the emergence of 

English literature. The exhibition 

will explore the use of writing on 

inscribed objects and in documents 
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as well as in books, and will present 

highlights of the bilingual literary 

culture. The major works of Old 

English poetry survive in only four 

manuscripts, and all four will be 

brought together at the British 

Library next autumn for the first 

time. The unique manuscript of 

Beowulf, held in the British 

Library, will be displayed with the 

Vercelli Book on loan from the 

Biblioteca Capitolare in Vercelli, 

the Exeter Book on loan from 

Exeter Cathedral Library, and the 

Junius Manuscript on loan from the 

Bodleian Library in Oxford. This 

will be the first time that the 

Vercelli Book has been in England 

in at least 900 years. 

Domesday Book will be loaned to 

the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms 

exhibition by The National 

Archives. Although often seen as a 

spectacular achievement of the 

Norman invaders, it is also a 

uniquely rich record of the 

landscape of late Anglo-Saxon 

England. It will be on display along 

with Exon Domesday (on loan from 

Exeter Cathedral Library) and the 

Inquisitio Eliensis (on loan from 

Trinity College Cambridge), which 

preserves a list of the questions 

asked by the Domesday 

Commissioners. 

All the items in the exhibition are 

remarkable survivals. Over the 

centuries they have lasted through 

wars, the Norman Conquest, the 

Dissolution of the Monasteries (and 

their libraries), natural disasters and 

fires. A significant number of the 

exhibits have never been seen 

together before, and some have not 

been reunited for centuries. The 

movement of artists, scribes, books 

and ideas between England, Ireland, 

continental Europe and the 

Mediterranean world was 

fundamental to the development of 

the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, and 

will be a key theme of the 

exhibition.  

Tickets are now on sale via, 

https://www.bl.uk/events/anglo-

saxon-kingdoms  

NEW YORK, THE MORGAN 

LIBRARY  

Now and Forever: The Art of 

Medieval Time  

Until 29 April 2018  

In the Middle Ages, the concept of 

time could be approached in many 

different ways, with vastly different 

tools. Drawing upon the rich 

holdings of the Morgan’s collection 

of medieval and Renaissance 

illuminated manuscripts, Now and 

Forever explores how people told 

time in the Middle Ages and what 

they thought about it. The 

manuscripts range in date from the 

eleventh to the sixteenth centuries 

and come from all the major 

countries of Europe. Visitors will 

engage with the complexities of 

time as defined by liturgical 

celebrations and their two 

overlapping systems 

of temporale (feasts of time) 

and sanctorale (feasts of saints), 

systems that still influence the way 

we tell time today. Now and 

Forever also explores how time 

beyond the grave preoccupied 

medieval people for whom life on 

earth was a mere dress rehearsal for 

the main event—the afterlife. 

For more information, please visit 

The Morgan Library Website: 

https://www.bl.uk/events/anglo-saxon-kingdoms
https://www.bl.uk/events/anglo-saxon-kingdoms
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http://www.themorgan.org/exhibitio

ns/now-and-forever  

OXFORD, ASHMOLEAN 

MUSEUM OF ART AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY  

OXFORD, BODLEIAN 

LIBRARIES 

Tolkien: Maker of Middle-earth 

1 June 2018 – October 2018 

This exhibition will explore the full 

breadth of Tolkien's unique literary 

imagination from his creation of 

Middle-earth, the imagined world 

where The Lord of the Rings, The 

Hobbit and his other works are set, 

to his life and work as an artist, 

poet, medievalist and scholar of 

languages. 

For the first time since the 1950s, 

an unprecedented array of Tolkien 

materials from the UK and the USA 

will be reunited in Oxford and 

displayed together in this seminal 

exhibition. Tolkien: Maker of 

Middle-earth will feature 

manuscripts, artwork, maps, letters 

and artefacts from the Bodleian's 

foremost Tolkien Archive, the 

Tolkien Collection at Marquette 

University in the USA and from 

private collections. The exhibition 

will delight both Tolkien fans as 

well as scholars, families and 

visitors of all ages. 

For more information visit 

www.Tolkien.bodleian.ox.ac.uk   

NEW ACCESSIONS  

Librarians, archivists and users are 

invited to inform the Editor of any 

notable new accessions to 

institutional collections.  

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 
Submitted by Maredudd ap Huw, 

Curator of Manuscripts. 

A 15th-century leaf from an antiphonal, 

purchased in Italy during the 1950s by 

Welsh author D. Tecwyn Lloyd (NLW 

MS 24117F). 

Statutes of Ruthin Grammar School, 

1595-1598, endorsed by Gabriel 

Goodman, Dean of Westminster. 

Transferred from NLW’s collection of 

early printed books deriving from the 

library of Ruthin School (NLW MS 

24112E). 

Pedigree roll, compiled c. 1637, 

showing the descent of the Watkins 

family from Bennet Pen-clawdd to 

William and Thomas Watkins of Usk. 

Possibly compiled by Walter Hopkins 

or one of his assistants (Bloomsbury 

Auctions, London, 6 December 2017, 

lot 44) (NLW MS 24114G). 

A document, dated 1610, outlining a 

set of grievances between the Welsh 

Marches and the King, presented by 

members of the House of Commons to 

James I on 7 July 1610 (Rogers Jones 

Co., Cardiff, 9 September 2017, lot 55) 

(added to NLW MS 24045F). 

Pedigree roll of the Bodelwyddan 

family by Griffith Hughes, dated 24 

July 1660 (NLW MS 24108G). 

Dol-y-bran panel, depicting the arms 

of the Lloyd family impaling Stanley, 

with numerous quarterings and 

impalement, dated 1650, and painted 

in full colours with two crests set 

against a canopy, and laid onto an anti-

slavery document (NLW MS 24110E). 

Seven vellum documents, 1736-1758, 

comprising accounts for land revenues 

to Sir Henry Fox, Lord Holland and 

Richard Bateman, Receivers General 

of the King’s Revenues in South 

http://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/now-and-forever
http://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/now-and-forever
http://www.tolkien.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
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Wales (Keys Fine Art Auctioneers, 

Aylsham, 24 August 2017, lot 1044) 

(NLW Deeds 1955-1961). 

Commonplace book, 1860s-1880s, of 

the Revd. William Rees, curate of St 

John's, Swansea, and later vicar of 

Llanboidy, Carmarthenshire (NLW 

MS 24115C). 

Pedigree roll of John Bowen, from 

Bleddyn ap Maenarch and earlier, 

being partly derived from a now-lost 

roll of 1608 by Thomas Jones of 

Fountain Gate, Tregaron. The roll was 

presented for endorsement at the 

eisteddfod held at Carmarthen in 1819 

(NLW MS 24111G).  

Manuscript tune-book of the mid-19th 

century, from North Wales, containing 

anthems, psalms-tunes, hymn-tunes 

and some popular melodies (NLW MS 

24116A). 

A letter from Robert Parry (‘Robyn 

Ddu Eryri’, 1804-1892), dated 23 

February 1891, together with a 

holograph poem addressed to his 

patron Thomas Fanning Evans of 

Mona Lodge, Amlwch (Rogers Jones 

Co., Cardiff, 9 September 2017, lot 53) 

(added to NLW MS 24044D). 

Arthur W. Wrigley’s address to the 

Toller Chapel Christian Band of 

Kettering, Northamptonshire in 

November 1890, on the subject of the 

new Congo training Institute at 

Colwyn Bay, North Wales, established 

by the Revd. William Hughes (NLW 

MS 24109B). 

Correspondence addressed to 

Methodist minister, the Revd. Griffith 

Thomas Roberts (1912-1991), 

including a series of letters, 1930-1938 

from the Revd. J. Bodvan Anwyl 

(1875-1949), and transcripts of three 

letters, 1905-1906 and 1951, from the 

Revd. Dr D. Tecwyn Evans (1876-

1957) (NLW ex 2986). 

A journal kept by an unknown author, 

1916-1918, recording several cycling 

holidays in England and Wales, 1916-

1918, illustrated with photographs 

taken by the author, and drawings from 

various publications (NLW MS 

24113E). 

A group of personal papers, 1917-

1924, including letters, telegrams, a 

diary, and pay-book, relating to the 

military service of Second Lieutenant 

Alan Bertram Morgan of Pontypridd 

(NLW ex 2988). 

A holograph letter from David Lloyd 

George, dated at 10 Downing Street, 5 

March 1917, and addressed to 

Frederick William Hughes, calling on 

Welsh farmers to aid the War effort 

(Rogers Jones Co., Cardiff, 9 

September 2017, lot 54) (added to 

NLW MS 24045F). 

A holograph letter from Welsh artist 

Sir Kyffin Williams (1918-2006), 

dated 13 August 1987, and addressed 

to John Harry Fisher Evans (1897-

1988). The letter is illustrated with a 

self-portrait of the artist holding a 

shotgun with a game bird standing on 

his hat (Rogers Jones Co., Colwyn 

Bay, 2 December 2017, lot 148) 

(added to NLW MS 24044D). 

The papers of Welsh novelist and local 

historian Annie Roderick (‘Nansi’) 

Selwood (1922-2017) of Penderyn, 

including drafts of books, articles and 

other writings, and papers relating to 

her publications (Papurau Nansi 

Selwood). 

Papers of Anglo-Welsh poet, writer 

and Swansea-based lecturer Nigel 

Jenkins (1949-2014), comprising draft 

and fair-copy poetry, prose and plays, 

correspondence, and the papers of 
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other poets and writers, including 

those of the multi-lingual 

sound/concrete poet and verbal/visual 

artist Peter Meilleur (‘Childe Roland’) 

(Nigel Jenkins Papers). 

Papers of Welsh poet, playwright, and 

columnist Menna Elfyn (1952- ), 

including notebooks, correspondence, 

original and translated poems, lecture 

notes, scripts and libretti (Papurau 

Menna Elfyn). 

Rent roll, 1723-1724, for the manor of 

Trayan, Denbighshire, and Pipe Roll 

for Monmouthshire, 1751 (added to 

Roger Knowles Papers). 

Minutes, 1949-2007, of meetings of 

the National Federation of Women's 

Institutes (NFWI) Federations of 

Wales Committee, together with 

printed items, including leaflets and 

project booklets, 1949-2007, relating 

to the work of the Federations 

(National Federations of Women's 

Institutes Wales Archive). 

Papers of former Welsh Labour 

politician Leighton Andrews (1957), 

including material relating to his early 

career with the BBC, and to his time at 

the National Assembly for Wales. The 

collection includes correspondence 

with various public figures, including 

Lord Scarman, and material relating to 

the 1997 Yes for Wales campaign 

(Leighton Andrews Papers). 

Papers, printed material, and 

photographs, 1986-2012, relating to 

Bet Davies’ role as former director of 

communications at the Welsh 

Development Agency (Bet Davies 

WDA Archive). 

A file of correspondence relating to 

Thomas Dilworth’s 2017 biography, 

David Jones: Engraver, Soldier, 

Painter, Poet (Valerie Wynne-

Williams (David Jones) Papers). 

A group of papers, 1965-1978 and 

2017, relating to the the history of the 

foundational branch of Merched y 

Wawr, established at Parc, Y Bala in 

1967 in defiance of the Women’s 

Institute’s insistence on the use of 

English as the official language of 

their movement (NLW ex 2995). 

Correspondence of Welsh scholar 

Professor R. Geraint Gruffydd (1928- 

2015), mainly dating from his period 

as Director of the University of Wales’ 

Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic 

Studies, 1985-1993 (added to Papurau 

R. Geraint Gruffydd). 

Minutes, correspondence and 

photographs of the South Wales Chess 

Association and Welsh Chess Union 

(Welsh Chess Union Records). 

A second tranche of papers relating to 

the career of Welsh composer and 

conductor Dr Thomas Terry James 

(1933-2016) of Carmarthen, including 

correspondence, festival booklets, and 

photographs (added to Papurau Dr 

Terry James). 

CAMBRIDGE, UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY, ARCHIVES & 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Submitted by Dr James Freeman, 

Medieval Manuscripts Specialist, 

Cambridge University Library.  

David Caplan: pen and ink drawing of 

Stanley Morison (1889-1967), editor 

and typographer, 1958 (MS Add. 

9750/290) 

Ernest Rutherford (1871-1937), 

physician: letters and a barony, with 

letters and papers relating to Sir Ralph 

Howard Fowler (1889-1944), 

mathematician (MS Add. 10165) 

Walter de Lee: grant of land in 

Derbyshire to Nicholas, son of Adam 

Warpeloc, c. 1280 (MS Add. 10166)  
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Stephen James Luke Taylor, (1910-

1988), physician: student notes, c. 

1930 (MS Add. 10167) 

Diana Mary Brinkley (c. 1920-2014), 

medic: case notes of Addenbrooke’s 

Hospital Radiotherapy Unit (MS Add. 

10168) 

Sir George Murray Humphry: medical 

casebooks, 19th century (MS Add. 

10169) 

Chemist’s book of recipes, Bourn, 

Cambridgeshire, 1848 (MS Add. 

10170) 

Harpsichord music, c. 1784 (MS Add. 

10171) 

Perceval family, Earls of Egmont: 

miscellaneous family papers, 18th-

20th century (MS Add. 10172) 

Michael Haslam (b. 1947), poet: 

literary correspondence, 1969-2016 

(MS Add. 10173)  

Peter Riley (b. 1940), poet and editor: 

literary correspondence and papers 

(MS Add. 10013)  

Max Aub (1903-1972), novelist and 

playwright: correspondence of Aub 

and members of his family (MS Add. 

10174) 

Aub family of Mexico City: visitors’ 

book / album amicorum (MS Add. 

10175) 

Peter Hughes (b. 1956), poet and 

editor: literary papers and 

correspondence, 1990s-2010s (MS 

Add. 10176) 

John Nicholas Price Wood, writer: 

archive relating to the composition, 

production and publication of Travel 

and sport in Turkestan (London and 

New York, 1910), 1900s-1910s (MS 

Add. 10177) 

Domenico de Lucattinis: Liber de 

elementis, 1670 (MS Add. 10178) 

Sir Peter Markham Scott (1909-1989), 

naturalist, ornithologist and artist: 

professional papers, and papers 

relating to the International Whaling 

Commission, 1980s (MS Scott) 

Eric Rosenthal, journalist in southern 

Africa: papers, 20th century (MS Add. 

10180) 

Henry Rolleston: memoirs, 20th 

century (MS Add. 10179) 

Reginald Gordon Cox (b. 1914): 

lecture notes, correspondence and 

related papers, 1930s-1970s (MS Add. 

10181) 

Solstice (magazine published in 

Cambridge 1966-1969), letters and 

contributions (MS Add. 10182) 

‘History of monastic houses in the 

diocese of Norwich’, historical 

compilation in manuscript, with 

illuminated border art and initials, c. 

1800-1850 (MS Add. 10183) 

Book of Hours, fragmentary, made in 

the Low Countries (probably Bruges) 

for export to eastern England, c. 1430 

(MS Add. 10184) 

Rental roll for property owned in 

Ipswich by the Augustinian priory of 

Holy Trinity, late 13th century, 

probably c. 1291 (MS Add. 10185) 

Deryck Victor Cook (1919-1976), 

writer on music and composer: papers 

(MS Add. 10186) 

Hey family: miscellaneous documents, 

1763-1799 (MS Add. 10187) 
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George Stuart Graham Smith: 

illustrations, notes on the history of 

medicine, MA thesis, c. 1910-1940 

(MS Add. 10151) 

Sir William John Hughes Butterfield 

(1920-2000), Regius Professor of 

Physic, Cambridge: estray material 

relating mainly to the Regius 

Professorship of Physic and the 

Cambridge clinical school (MS W.J.H. 

Butterfield) 

Feliks Jezioranski (1820-1896): 

Egmont Tragedja Goethego 

(translation into Polish of 

Goethe’s Egmont), 1840s? (MS Add. 

10188) 

Antoine Hébrard de Saint-Sulpice (d. 

1599): inventory of books in his 

chamber cabinet, c. 1599 (MS Add. 

10189) 

Translation into English of 

Goethe, Erwin and Elmire, late 18th 

century (MS Add. 10190) 

Arthur Cooper, sinologist: papers, 20th 

century (MS Add. 10191) 

Robert Hill (1899-1991), biochemist: 

glass lantern slights (Ely Cathedral and 

meteorological subjects) (MS Add. 

9267) 

Charles Bedot, clergyman: catalogue 

of the books of Edward Gibbon (1737-

1794), historian, held in Lausanne, c. 

1866-1871 (MS Add. 10192) 

List of the books in the library for the 

use of the poor in the parish of 

Hunston [Hunstanton, Norfolk], early 

19th century (MS Add. 9750/291) 

Siegfried Loraine Sassoon (1886-

1967), poet and author: poems, c. 

1916-c. 1935 (MS Add. 10193) 

Alexander John Sainsbury, composer: 

Mass in G minor, 20th century (MS 

Add. 10194) 

Hugh Swynnerton Thomas (1931-

2017), historian: papers, including a 

section of papers of Sir Thomas 

Shenton Whitelegge Thomas (1879-

1962), colonial administrator, 20th-

21st century (MS Add. 10195) 

 Agenda (magazine): correspondence, 

poems, proofs, etc, many relating to 

William Cookson 

and Agenda magazine, 1950s-2000s 

(MS Add. 10196) 

 Henry Chadwick (1920-2008), 

theologian and church historian: 

miscellaneous correspondence, articles 

and printed papers (MS Add. 10132) 

 John Rowe Townsend (1922-2014), 

children’s author and literary scholar: 

correspondence and papers (MS Add. 

10197) 

 John Hope Welch (b. 1942), poet and 

editor: literary correspondence and 

papers (MS Add. 10064) 

 Perceval family, Earls of Egmont: 

‘Testimoniae reverentiae erga duos 

fratres’ (album of letters of 

condolence), 1812-1840s (MS Add. 

10198) 

Christopher J. Walker (1942-2017), 

biographer: papers relating to Oliver 

Baldwin, second Earl Baldwin of 

Bewdley (MS Add. 10199) 

Thomas McKenny Hughes (1832-

1917), geologist, speleologist and 

archaeologist: family papers, 1891-c. 

1910 (MS Add. 10200) 

Guy Robin Penderlath Henton: 

photograph album, 20th century (MS 

Add. 10201) 
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Siegfried Loraine Sassoon (1886-

1967), poet and author: letters to 

Emily Lane, 1959-1960 (MS Add. 

10202) 

John Goodridge, academic: papers of 

and relating to Robert Bloomfield 

(1766-1823) and his circle, 19th-20th 

century (MS Add. 10203) 

Colin Matthews (b. 1946), composer: 

note on his composition ‘A land of 

rain’ and a copy of the text set, 2017 

(MS Add. 9750/292) 

DURHAM UNIVERSITY 

LIRBARY, ARCHIVES AND 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Submitted by Dr Michael Stansfield, 

Deputy Head of Archives and Special 

Collections.  

The records and publications of the 

Cremation Society of Great Britain 

(founded in 1874) and the International 

Cremation Federation.  

The papers of the still active 

philosopher, Mary Midgley (b.1919).  

The papers of the publisher Rupert 

Hart Davis (1907-1999).  

The papers of the writer and 

philosopher Laurens van der Post 

(1906-1996).  

The archive of the Catholic Women’s 

League (founded in 1906).  

Manuscripts of and relating to the 

library of the 18th-century Sharp 

family from Bamburgh Castle. 

Medieval manuscript and printed 

binders’ waste fragments.  

Medieval tax and other financial 

receipts from Durham Cathedral 

Priory.  

The archive of the University’s second 

oldest college, Hatfield (founded in 

1846).   

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND  

Significant accessions for the period 

September 2016–March 2017, selected 

by Kenneth Dunn, Manuscript & 

Archive Collections Manager.  

General Wade’s Report, 1725, to His 

Majesty, concerning the Highlands of 

Scotland; with a description of the 

Shawfield Riots. (NLS Acc.13855) 

Further financial records, ca.1766-

1818, relating to the Auldbar estate. 

(NLS  Acc.13904) 

Notes, 1797- ca.1804, by George 

Jardine on his Synopsis of Lectures on 

Logic & Belles Lettres. The volume is 

interleaved with printed version of 

Jardine’s 1797 edition. (NLS Acc. 

13844) 

Letters and papers, ca.1804-5, on “The 

Toulon Affair”  of the Peninsular War, 

including letters of General David 

Dundas to Colonel John Drinkwater. 

(NLS Acc.13913) 

Log, 1810, of the East India Company 

vessel “The Charles Grant.” (NLS 

Acc.13876) 

Letter, 1813, of Sir Walter Scott to 

Longman & Co. on financial & 

publishing matters. (NLS Acc.13896) 

Two albums, 1820-50, of Mrs Robert 

Nasmyth, Edinburgh, containing 

poems, letters, sketches and art-work. 

(NLS Acc.13878) 

Correspondence, 1820-59, of William 

Mure, Classical scholar, with 

colleagues across the Continent, 

including observations on the political 

and literary society of Britain. (NLS 

Acc.13914)  

Archives, 1820-20th century, of the 

Royal Celtic Society. (NLS 

Acc.13898; previously on temporary 

deposit)  

Notebook, 1821-37, containing fair 

copies of letters of Henry Cockburn, 
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Lord Cockburn, to his family; with 

journal, 1821, of Cockburn’s tour of 

Netherlands, Germanic states, 

Switzerland, and Italy. (NLS 

Acc.13863) 

Letters, 1858-64, of Charles James 

Meller, Surgeon & Botanist with 

David Livingstone’s Zambesi 

expedition, to George Francis Stewart 

Elliot, Private Secretary to Lord 

Russell. (NLS Acc.13885) 

22 letters, 1879, 1889-96, & undated, 

of Sir George Brisbane Douglas to his 

aunt, Mary (“Sholta”) Scott-Douglas. 

(NLS Acc.13886) 

Letters, photographs, and family 

papers, 1880-1930s, of and relating to 

Patrick Geddes and his family. (NLS 

Acc.13852) 

Gaelic song collection, 19th cent. (NLS 

Acc.13850) 

Records of the North East Fife 

Conservative Association, and of 

related political bodies, ca.1902-2010. 

(NLS Acc.13853) 

Letters, 1915-20, of, and to, the Hon. 

Arthur Elliot and his son, Herbert 

Elliot, relating to active service in 

India, France, and Egypt. (NLS 

Acc.13888). One of several accessions 

relating to the Elliot family (NLS  

Acc.13887 – Acc.13891) 

Papers and literary MSS, ca.1930-95, 

of George Mackay Brown, including: 

(1) “Orkney MSS” ca.1946-95 

(Acc.13911); (2) manuscript essays on 

Gerard Manley Hopkins with related 

notebooks, ca.1962-4 (Acc.13909). 

(NLS Acc.13906 – Acc.13911) 

Literary and photographic archive, 

ca.1960-96, of W. Gordon Smith; 

comprising play-scripts, other 

writings, photographic prints & 

negatives. (NLS Acc.13872) 

Manuscript draft, ?1964, of A Spell for 

Green Corn by George Mackay Brown 

(NLS Acc.13893) 

Further papers, ca.1970-80, of Bernard 

Fergusson, Lord Ballantrae. (NLS 

Acc.13899) 

Shooting script, 1971, for film “Mary, 

Queen of Scots” starring Vanessa 

Redgrave. (NLS Acc.13851) 

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Submitted by Michael St. John 

McAlister, Western Manuscripts 

Cataloguing Manager. 

Two letters from Queen Anne, Queen 

of Great Britain and Ireland, to 

Charles, future Holy Roman Emperor, 

1708, and to Joseph I, Holy Roman 

Emperor, 1710, with accompanying 

documents, [1708-c.1938] Add MS 

89264.  

Album of W. (Bill) Millett, Rezzanello 

prisoner of war camp, Italy, [1941-

1942] Add MS 89265. 

Letters from a young Quaker relief 

worker in Germany, [Mar-Aug 1947] 

Add MS 89266.  

Hilaire Belloc Archive, [1887-1943] 

Add MS 89267.  

Letter to Thomas Hardy, radical 

shoemaker, from John Thelwall, 

Norwich, [24 July 1796] Add MS 

89268.  

Letter to Thomas Pengelly from 

Samuel Davis, Woodbridge, with 

transcripts, [27 Mar – 7 June 1666] 

Add MS 89269.  

Correspondence between John 

Masefield and Marta Hodgekiss, [Jul 

1957 – Apr 1967] Add MS 89270.  

Papers relating to the Twining Family, 

[1717-1831] Add MS 89271.  

Papers of George Bilainkin relating to 

the former Yugoslavia and Marshal 

Tito, [1945-1956] Add MS 89272.  

Two documents relating to the trial of 

John Wilkes for seditious libel in the 

North Briton, and the counter 

proceedings by Wilkes and the 
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pritners, [Jun 1763 – Aug 1764] Add 

MS 89273.  

Commonplace book of Anna Maria 

Loftus, 2nd Marchioness of Ely, 

[c.1819-c.1823] Add MS 89274.  

J.G. Ballard: ‘Crash! A science 

Theatre Presentation for the ICA’, 

[1968] Add MS 89275.  

Letters of the Lady Margaret Sackville 

to the Reverend Richard Blake Brown, 

[1939-1963] Add MS 89276.  

Letter from Edmund Yates to Frederic 

Chapman, [31 October 1865] Add MS 

89277.  

Graham Hill: Guinevere, lyric drama, 

[1906] Add MS 89278.  

Papers of Stella Alexander, [1904-

1998] Add MS 89279 

Edward Upward: Correspondence with 

Charles Evants, including typescripts 

of Upward’s works, [1963-2004] Add 

MS 89280.  

Dartington Hall enterprise, [1956-

1965] Add MS 89281.  

Correspondence relating to the life of 

Edmund Kean, [1833-1850] Add MS 

89282.  

Boreham papers, [20th cent.] Add MS 

89283.  

Michael Palin Archive, [1965-1986] 

Add MS 89284.  

Robert Nichols archive, [20th cent.] 

Add MS89285.  

Letters of Robert Nichols, [20th cent.] 

Add MS 89286. 

Collection of correspondence and 

papers of Frances, Countess 

Waldegrave and Chichester Parkinson-

Fortescue, Baron Carolingford, [1806-

1934] Add MS 89287. 

A small sheet of music which, when 

folded in a certain way, reveals the 

message ‘Conceal yourself your foes 

look for you’, [17th-20th century] Add 

MS 89288.  

Penelope Fitzgerald Archive, [1865-

2012] Add MS 89289.  

Estate papers of the Earls of 

Hardwicke relating to Wimpole and 

other properties, [1768-1870] Add MS 

89290.  

Correspondence and papers of Sir 

Joseph Archer Crowe, [1855-1986] 

Add MS 89291.  

Tom Stoppard Play Scripts and Screen 

Plays, [1965-2002] Add MS 89292.  

Letters re Mary Queen of Scots, [1584-

1585], Add MS 89293.  

LEO computer patent, [1951] Add MS 

89294.  

Graham Greene letters, [20th cent.] 

Add MS 89295.  

Museum of Garden History Archive, 

[20th cent.] Add MS 89296.  

Papers relating to Norman Sherry’s 

The Life of Graham Greene Volume 

One: 1904-1939, [1988-1989] Add 

MS 89297.  

Sir Harold Idris Bell: Additional 

papers relating to the acquisition of 

papyri by the British Museum, 1920-

1935, [1920-1949] Add MS 89298.  

Naval log-books of Midshipman 

Herbert Norbury, [1892-1895] Add 

MS 89299.  

Diary of a journey in Chine 1913-1914 

by Dr Herbert Watney, [1913-1914] 

Add MS 89300.  

Letters to John Purdy from John Evans 

and Bisschop Greevelink, [1828-1838] 

Add MS 89301. 

Journal of a continental tour, 1815-

1816, [4 Sept 1815 – 21 Feb 1816] 

Add MS 89302.  

Log-book of Charles Ritchie Kinnear, 

surgeon, on board HMS Rodney, 

1852-1855, [Feb 1853 – Nov 1855] 

Add MS 89303.  

Papers of Ishbel MacDonald, [20th 

cent.] Add MS 89304.  
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Beryl Foster Archive, [1960s-1990s] 

Add MS 89305.  

Women’s Football Association 

Archive, [20th cent.] Add MS 89306.  

Powell family papers, [1792-1990] 

Add MS 89307.  

John Redwood’s Diaries, [Dec 2006 – 

Dec 2016] Add MS 89308.   

LONDON, THE NATIONAL 

GALLERY  

Submitted by Dr Richard Wragg, 

Archivist, The National Gallery. 

The Burlington Magazine has 

generously donated its archive to 

the National Gallery. The archive, 

dating c.1920s – c.1985, largely 

consists of editorial 

correspondence, including letters 

from significant art historians such 

as Kenneth Clark, Wilhelm von 

Bode, Anthony Blunt, Federico 

Zeri, and John Pope-Hennessy. In 

addition, a series of volumes 

contain the advertisements which 

were printed at the front of each 

issue. In some cases, these will 

provide the only evidence for the 

appearance of a gallery or the sale 

of a work of art. 

BOOK REVIEW 

A Descriptive Catalogue of the 

Western Manuscripts, to c.1600 in 

Christ Church, Oxford.  Ralph 

Hanna and David Rundle, Oxford 

Bibliographical Society, Special 

Series Manuscripts Catalogue, II 

(2017).  ISBN 978 0 901420 61 

9.  473pp, 48 colour plates, 359 

figures.  

Reviewed by Pamela Robinson. 

  

This weighty volume, the second in 

the Oxford Bibliographical 

Society’s series of catalogues of 

manuscript collections in different 

colleges, is introduced by its 

compilers, Ralph Hanna and David 

Rundle, with a history of Christ 

Church’s library (pp. 23-74), 

followed by editions of four earlier 

catalogues (pp. 75-147): that of 

1676 by the sub-librarian, William 

Foster; the ‘Old Archives’ 

catalogue begun by Henry Cooper, 

library keeper 1715-17, revised and 

expanded by others; a third made 

1723 by the then librarian, John 

Rigby; and last, the New Library 

catalogue drawn up in the 1760s 

under Edward Smallwell, Librarian 

1757-75, consequent on the 

library’s move to a new building. 

Manuscripts are described in the 

present volume in three sections 

according to their location: those in 

the Library proper, those in the 

College Archive that belong to the 

Cathedral Chapter House, and those 

in the Allestree Library. Books in 

the latter were given by Richard 

Allestree (1619-81) who left his 

collection for the benefit of his 

successors as Regius Professor of 

Divinity.  Because Hanna and 

Rundle’s catalogue unusually 

describes manuscripts produced up 

to c.1600, it includes two volumes 

that would otherwise be excluded, a 

copy of George Cavendish’s Life of 

Wolsey (unfortunately not 

autograph), and a manuscript of the 

Statutes of the archbishops of 

Canterbury for the Court of Arches 

made for Matthew Parker by 

Stephen Batman. 
Founded as Cardinal College by 

Thomas Wolsey, who wished to 

introduce the ‘New Learning’ to 

Oxford, and re-founded in 1546 as 
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Christ Church by Henry VIII, the 

college’s library contains no 

inherited medieval core and, unlike 

other colleges’ collections, does not 

reflect the University’s medieval 

curriculum. Only fragmentary 

copies of Aristotle are found, re-

cycled as pastedowns in sixteenth-

century volumes, although much 

later it acquired a manuscript 

containing commentaries by John 

Hargrave, lecturer in philosophy at 

Douai, 1585-87, on 

Porphyry’s Isagoge and on Physics, 

and two seventeenth-century 

copies, given in 1684, of 

Aristotelian commentary by the 

friar, Pedro d’Alva.   
While Wolsey envisaged a library, 

with a librarian to be paid £3.6s.8d 

a year, the majority of his own 

books entered the Royal Library 

and are now in the British Library. 

The sole item here belonging to him 

is his Epistolary, beautifully copied 

by Peter Meghen, and donated in 

1614 long after the Cardinal’s 

death. Nor does Christ Church 

possess any library books from the 

religious houses (Canterbury 

College, the abbeys of Oseney and 

Eynsham, and St Frideswide Priory) 

with whose lands the college was 

endowed. It was only in 1620 that 

the cathedral chapter, not the 

library, acquired Oseney’s 

cartulary. 
At first the library relied on 

donations to develop its collections, 

both manuscript and printed. The 

first recorded gift of a manuscript 

was of a thirteenth-century Torah, 

given in 1565 by Richard Bruarne, 

former canon of the cathedral and 

Professor of Hebrew, which had 

originally belonging to John 

Grandisson, bishop of Exeter 1328-

70 (later alienated and now 

Westminster Abbey MS 1).  From 

1579 on it was expected that those 

graduating would provide either 

money or the gift of a book to the 

library. Among gifts from alumni, 

the largest single donation came 

from William Wake, Archbishop of 

Canterbury (d.1737), who gave nine 

manuscripts including five legal 

texts, three pre-Reformation prayer 

books, and a thirteenth-century 

Bible.  
Christ Church is unique among 

Oxford colleges in being a cathedral 

as well as a college.  Perhaps 

because of this dual nature the 

college’s manuscript collection as 

described here seems mainly to 

consist of Bibles, Books of Hours, 

and theological works suitable for a 

religious foundation. Among the 

sixty-seven manuscripts and thirty-

three fragments catalogued are 

seven thirteenth-century Vulgate 

bibles, including one illuminated by 

the famed Oxford artist, William de 

Brailes. 
Other treasures include Walter 

Milemete’s handsomely illuminated 

volume on the art of kingship, 

presented to Edward of Windsor, 

later Edward III. Most of its 

manuscripts are of English origin 

and provenance. Only two are 

certainly from monastic scriptoria, 

one from Buildwas and one from St 

Albans. Among its Middle English 

volumes are three Wycliffite Bibles, 

and copies of Lydgate’s Troy 

Book and Chaucer’s Canterbury 

Tales. Its copy of John 

Gower’s Confessio Amantis is by a 

prolific scribe, whose identity is 

much discussed in recent literature. 
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Because Christ Church’s librarians 

generally resisted re-binding the 

manuscripts, the collection contains 

an exceptional number of early 

bindings. 
Each entry records what have 

become the salient features to note 

about a manuscript, the editors 

showing particular interest in a 

volume’s textual content. This is 

best seen in the descriptions of the 

Vulgates, where the order of each 

book of the Bible and 

accompanying set of prologues is 

carefully noted for each copy, with 

reference to 

Stegmüller’s Repertorium Biblicum. 

This attention reveals that all but 

one of Christ Church’s copies 

diverge from the order of the 

‘Standard Bible’ as set out by Neil 

Ker in his description of Lambeth 

Palace Library MS 1364 for 

his Medieval Manuscripts in British 

Libraries, I: 96-7 
The accompanying plates and 

figures are of good quality, and if a 

book is not illustrated at actual size 

the scale of reduction is 

rightly given. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Bibliographical details are as given 

by contributors, press releases or 

websites and the amount of 

information is variable.  

A Descriptive Catalogue of the 

Western Manuscripts, to c.1600 in 

Christ Church, Oxford.  Ralph 

Hanna and David Rundle, Oxford 

Bibliographical Society, Special 

Series Manuscripts Catalogue, II 

(2017).  ISBN 978 0 901420 61 

9.  473pp, 48 colour plates, 359 

figures.  

The Book of Kells. Official 

Guide, Bernard Meehan, (Thames 

and Hudson, 2018), 96pp, 98 col 

illustr., ISBN 978-0-500-48024-3. 

First published 1994, fully revised 

and updated edition. £12.95 

An Insular Odyssey: manuscript 

culture in early Christian Ireland. 

Essays in honour of Bernard 

Meehan, Rachel Moss, Felicity 

O’Mahony, Jane Maxwell (eds.), 

336pp; full colour illustr., ISBN 

978-1-84628-633-7 (Four Courts 

Press, 2017). €49.50 

People, texts and artefacts: cultural 

transmission in the Norman worlds 

of the eleventh and twelfth 

centuries, Daved Bates, Edoardo 

D’Angelo, Elisabeth van Houts 

(eds.), 295pp; ISBN 1909646539 

(Institute of Historical Research, 

2018) £40.00.  

The Hispanic, Portuguese, and 

Latin American Manuscripts of Sir 

Thomas Phillipps, David Hook, 2 

vols, Publications of the Magdalen 

Iberian Medieval Studies Seminar, 

no. 5 (Westbury on Trym:  Fontaine 

Notre Dame,  2017), [v] + 369 pp. 

+ 8 monochrome plates;  [iv] + 474 

pp. + 4 colour plates. ISBN 978-0-

9517564-3-0. £98. The first 

extensive survey and listing of 2311 

manuscripts relevant to Hispanic, 

Portuguese, and Latin American 

studies, collected by Sir Thomas 

Phillipps (1792-1872) and now 

dispersed.  

500 Years: Treasures from the Library 

of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, P. 

Kidd, (London: Scala Arts & 

Heritage Publishers Ltd, 2017) + 

64pp. ISBN 978-1785510878. £20
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CENTENARY OF MOSTYN MANUSCRIPTS 

ACQUISITION 

 

 

Aberystwyth, National Library of Wales MS 3026C, p. 26, Homo signorum - Zodiac 

man. One of the Mostyn manuscripts which will be displayed in this Summer’s 

National Library of Wales exhibition. 

©Trwy garedigrwydd Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru/By kind permission of the 

National Library of Wales. 
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In Memory of Ian Doyle (1925-2018), 

 

President of AMARC 

 

 

 

 


