
 

 

 

4BAMARC Newsletter 
no. 60 May 2013 ISSN 1750-9874 

Newsletter of the Association for Manuscripts and Archives in Research  

Collections www.amarc.org.uk 

 
 

CONSERVING MANUSCRIPTS IN OXFORD  
 

 

 

Conservator Robert Minte showing AMARC members a Persian manuscript, a 12th-

century copy of the ‘Book on the Constellations of the Fixed Stars’ (Bodleian Library, 

MS. Huntington 212) during the winter meeting. See report by Hannah Ryley, p. 4.  
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AMARC MEMBERSHIP 

Membership can be personal or in-

stitutional. Institutional members 

receive two copies of mailings, 

have triple voting rights, and may 

send staff to meetings at the mem-

bers’ rate. Details and application 

forms are available from: 

www.amarc.org.uk. 

Enquiries about membership should 

be addressed to the Membership 

Secretary: 

Ms Rachel Freeman 

AMARC Membership Secretary 

The Church of England Record 

Centre, 15 Galleywall Road 

London SE6 3PB, e-mail:  

rachel.freeman@churchofengland. 

org. 

Please make sure that Rachel 

Freeman has your correct e-mail 

address. 

Annual subscription rates (April–

March) are:  

Personal Membership: £10 

Institutional Membership: £30 

(For non-sterling cheques, please 

add £7 extra to cover bank charges). 

Please send your payment to: 

Dr Michael Stansfield 

AMARC Treasurer 

c/o Durham University Library 

Palace Green 

Durham DH1 3RN. 

Payment by standing order is wel-

comed. Forms can be obtained from 

the Membership Secretary or 

Treasurer and are also available on 

the website. If more members with 

UK bank accounts could pay by 

standing order it would considera-

bly decrease the amount of time 

spent on administration. 

AMARC GRANTS 

and how to apply for them 

The Association can currently offer 

modest funding to enterprises that 

both: 

 bring AMARC and its activities 

to a wider audience and 

 support the stated aim of 

AMARC: to promote the acces-

sibility, preservation and ar-

chives of all periods in libraries 

and other research collections in 

Great Britain and Ireland. 

AMARC therefore invites applica-

tions from fully paid-up individual 

or institutional members for sterling 

grants in areas such as the follow-

ing: 

 Help in defraying the costs of 

holding conferences and work-

shops. 

 Support for small projects such 

as the web-publication of un-

published catalogues of manu-

scripts. 

 Assistance to scholars in obtain-

ing reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of pro-

jects whose aims are in line with 

those of AMARC. 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/
mailto:rachel.freeman@churchofengland.%20org
mailto:rachel.freeman@churchofengland.%20org


AMARC Newsletter no. 60 May 2013 

 

 3 

 

 The provision of equipment, 

such as perhaps book supports, 

to facilitate access to manu-

scripts. 

 Assistance with the necessary 

purchase of manuscripts and ar-

chives to benefit the AMARC 

community. 

 Carrying out conservation work 

on manuscripts and archives. 

NB Funds will NOT be made avail-

able towards the cost of commercial 

publication but will be allocated 

where they can be expected to pro-

vide the greatest benefit to the 

greatest number of people. Often 

this will be achieved by making 

several small awards rather than a 

few larger awards. Funding levels 

may vary from year to year, but it is 

anticipated that the Committee will 

make awards of not more than 

£1000 each, and of not more than 

£3000 in total each year. 

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, confer-

ence or work; its overall cost; the 

grant being sought; the names and 

addresses of two referees; details of 

the addressee for the cheque. Ap-

plications should be submitted to Dr 

Michael Stansfield, AMARC 

Treasurer, c/o Durham University 

Library, Palace Green, Durham 

DH1 3RN or 

m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk, at 

any time during the year. They will 

usually be considered at the next 

Committee meeting (usually held in 

April and October) and successful 

applicants will be informed soon 

thereafter. Successful applicants 

will be required to submit for publi-

cation in this newsletter a brief re-

port (300-500 words) of the use to 

which the grant was put. Full details 

appear on the AMARC website. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Many thanks to all contributors to 

this issue, including the following 

whose help or contributions are un-

attributed: 

Nicolas Bell, Kathleen Doyle, 

Simon Evans, Peter Kidd, Pamela 

Robinson, Patricia Stirnemann, and 

Jenny Stratford. Thanks are also 

due to Lizzie Sandis, the British Li-

brary and the National Library of 

Wales for the use of photographs.  

The views expressed herein are 

those of the Editor and other named 

contributors. In addition to contri-

butions from individuals, informa-

tion has been taken from a variety 

of websites, press releases etc., the 

accuracy of which cannot be guar-

anteed. You are advised to confirm 

details, especially if travelling to 

events or exhibitions. 

DEADLINE for publication in  

Issue no. 61 is 1 September 2013. 

Please send your articles or any 

news of interest to AMARC mem-

bers to the editor: Dr Ceridwen 

Lloyd-Morgan, Rhos Fach,  

Brynafan, Llanafan, Aberystwyth 

SY23 4BG. E-mail: 

c.lloydmorgan@btopenworld.com. 

Images submitted should be at least 

300 dpi and delivered via e-mail, on 

CD, or via Dropbox fileshare. 

The AMARC Bookmark 
Enclosed with this Newsletter is the 

new AMARC bookmark, providing 

brief information including the 

website address, so they are ideal 

for passing on to friends and 

colleagues to encourage them to 

join. Further copies will be 

mailto:m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk
mailto:c.lloydmorgan@btopenworld.co
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available at AMARC meetings or 

from the Treasurer. 

AMARC WINTER MEETING 
Conserving Manuscripts &  

Archives in Oxford 

Magdalen College, Oxford 

29 November 2012  

Report by Hannah Ryley, doctoral 

student at Worcester College, Ox-

ford. 

The AMARC Autumn Meeting 

took place in Oxford in late No-

vember, on a bright and frosty day. 

In the elegant surroundings of the 

Magdalen College Summer Room 

Andrew Honey presented speakers 

from Bodleian Libraries (Bodl) and 

the Oxford Conservation Consor-

tium (OCC). 

Jane Eagan, Head Conservator at 

the OCC, explained that the consor-

tium exists to be a co-operative stu-

dio for preservation and care, to 

which a number of colleges sub-

scribe. Jane described the range of 

work taken on; from adjusting light 

levels in libraries, to preserving 

delicate 13th-century velvet covers, 

and even to the complex treatment 

of 12,000 deeds. In another over-

view, Virginia Lladó-Buisán, Head 

of Conservation and Collection 

Care at Bodl, enthused about the 

mix and breadth of skills repre-

sented by the thirty conservators in 

her team. This group comprises 

specialists in paper, book and pre-

ventive conservation, book binding 

and fasciculing, and exhibitions. 

The development of the research 

profile of the Bodleian Libraries 

was also highlighted. 

From these two ‘aerial views’ the 

vast scale, diversity, and complex-

ity of conservation in Oxford be-

come swiftly apparent, as did the 

skills necessary for the appropriate 

handling of the embarrassment of 

riches held in both Bodleian and 

college collections. In addition to 

offering us some lovely pictures of 

books to admire, the next four 

speakers spoke in fascinating detail 

about recent projects in their fields 

of expertise. 

Victoria Stevens discussed the con-

servation of two of four extant Uni-

versity College Buttery Books, dat-

ing from the early 1640s. The paper 

portrayed the functionality and par-

ticular interest of these rare records 

of college domestic activity during 

a period of great upheaval.  

Next, Arthur Green talked about the 

conservation of the Abinger collec-

tion’s delicate wet-transfer copies, 

consisting mainly of William 

Godwin’s correspondence. The 

copies were made using a James 

Watt copying-press, a process Ar-

thur described in detail.  

Then Katerina Powell discussed her 

work rehousing 13th- to 15th-

century music fragments at Merton 

College. The paper paid particular 

attention to the storage of Q.3.10, 

fragments from medieval service 

books. Lastly, Sallyanne Gilchrist 

told us about the practicalities of – 

and her own involvement in – a 

blockbuster loan of illuminated Per-

sian manuscripts to the State Li-

brary of Victoria, Australia. My day 

concluded with a visit to the 

Bodleian’s own showing of some 

selected pieces from this very loan. 

For novices such as me, the morn-

ing provided the ideal introduction 

to conservation in Oxford. I was 

impressed by the demanding nature 
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of the work, as both a thing of 

skilled manual dexterity and an ex-

ercise in ethical judgement. The day 

illustrated particular issues and 

practices in Oxford for the librari-

ans, archivists and conservators also 

in attendance. 

The afternoon was devoted to field-

trips to the OCC studio and to the 

Bodl team’s temporary location in 

Osney Mead. After a surprisingly 

adventurous minibus journey, val-

iantly ploughing through the pud-

dles left over from flooding around 

Oxford, the afternoon took on the 

slightly excitable atmosphere of a 

school trip. In the light and spacious 

conditions of the consortium studio 

we were treated to a display of re-

cent projects – including the velvet 

covered books, repaired buttery 

books, and service book fragments 

discussed in the morning talks. We 

also marvelled at the size of the 

project undertaken by the OCC to 

clean and store 12,000 deeds at 

Magdalen. At the Osney Mead stu-

dio, the Bodl team also have the 

benefit of working in a light, open 

plan space. In spite of some noise 

problems, ultimately this shared 

space has fostered a more integrated 

working environment.  

Here we saw the difficulties of 

Nicole Gilroy’s next project – a dis-

integrating sketchbook of Shelley’s, 

replete with sketches and the poem 

‘Ozymandias’. The necessity of 

hands on training was demonstrated 

by a team of three, who described 

how they work together, learning 

from one another’s expertise. We 

were also shown ink eating through 

the parchment of an Eastern manu-

script which features unique illus-

trations of constellations (illustrated 

on front cover), and the use of very 

fine Japanese paper to conserve 

Kafka’s papers. 

The winter meeting was a great 

chance for all in attendance to see 

behind the scenes of Oxford con-

servation. I have just started my 

DPhil in Oxford this term with Pro-

fessor Daniel Wakelin. My research 

is focused on the material recycling 

of medieval manuscripts and will 

also glance at literary ideas of recy-

cling. I hope to undertake a survey 

of the various kinds of re-use evi-

dent in a selection of late medieval 

manuscripts held by the Bodleian. I 

am very grateful to the committee 

for awarding me the opportunity to 

attend, and for such a timely intro-

duction to conservation in Oxford. 

NEXT AMARC MEETING 
Details of the next meeting are ex-

pected shortly, and members will be 

contacted by e-mail once arrange-

ments are finalised. Details will 

also be published on the website 

(www.amarc.org.uk/meetings.htm).  

PERSONAL 
New Head at the National  

Library of Wales 

After the appointment of a new 

Chief Executive, Roly Keating, at 

the British Library in 2012, this 

year it was the turn of the National 

Library of Wales to appoint a new 

head. The new Chief Executive and 

Librarian for the National Library 

of Wales is Professor Aled Gruf-

fydd Jones, Sir John Williams Pro-

fessor of Welsh History and senior 

Pro-Vice Chancellor of Aberyst-

wyth University and currently Vice-

President of the National Library. 
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He will succeed Andrew Green, 

who will be retiring on 30 March 

2013 after 14 years as Librarian. A 

native Welsh speaker, Professor 

Jones is a cultural historian, and has 

published widely on the history of 

modern Wales and labour history. 

AMARC members who attended 

the 2011 summer meeting at Lam-

beth Palace may recall Professor 

Jones’s talk on Welsh missionaries, 

drawing on his extensive research 

on mission archives in Aberyst-

wyth, India and China.  

 

PROJECTS 
Surrey Medieval Graffiti Survey 

The Surrey Medieval Graffiti Sur-

vey (SMGS) is one of a growing 

number of county-based surveys 

recording medieval graffiti in 

churches. It follows the model es-

tablished by the pioneering com-

munity-based Norfolk Medieval 

Graffiti survey that started in 2010. 

These surveys are revealing that 

medieval graffiti is far more com-

mon than was previously realised, 

and far more varied. The subject 

matter includes textual inscriptions, 

faces, body parts, animals, birds, 

ships, buildings, heraldry, geomet-

ric patterns, trees and flowers, 

mythical beasts and more. Some of 

the graffiti is devotional, some 

clearly is not, and some currently 

defies interpretation. Graffiti re-

search has not been part of the 

study of church ritual and practice, 

and it offers the opportunity to shed 

new light on the way that medieval 

parish communities interacted with 

their churches and expressed them-

selves about their faith and day-to-

day lives. SMGS receives support 

on interpretation from a range of 

experts across the country on sub-

jects such as arms and armour, me-

dieval clothing and musical instru-

ments, but the project is currently 

seeking help from palaeographers 

on text inscriptions. If there are 

AMARC members who are inter-

ested in offering their expertise in 

this area they can contact the 

SMGS project leader, Richard 

Neville (rgneville@ntlworld.com). 

Further information about the pro-

ject is available at 

www.medievalgraffitisurrey.org/. 

 

FUTURE CONFERENCES 
International Medieval Congress 

on Medieval Studies 

Kalamazoo 

9-12 May 2013 
For general information about the 

2013 Medieval Congress, visit: 

www.wmich.edu/medieval/congres

s/index.html. Strands include ‘The 

Decorated Page’ of Medieval Im-

ages and Graphic Novels: ‘Sequen-

tial Theory’ in Dialogue with Me-

dieval Art (contact 

m.tichenor@utoronto.ca) 

Text and image in the city: 

Centre for Urban History 

University of Leicester 

31 May 2013 

A book history research network 

study day on print and manuscript 

culture in British and European 

towns and cities. Details available 

at www.bookhistory.org.uk/book-

history-research-network/events 

The Production and Reading of 

Music Sources 

Warburg Institute & the British 

Library, London 

6-8 June 2013 

mailto:rgneville@ntlworld.com
http://www.medievalgraffitisurrey.org/
http://www.wmich.edu/medieval/congress/index.html
http://www.wmich.edu/medieval/congress/index.html
mailto:m.tichenor@utoronto.ca
http://www.bookhistory.org.uk/book-history-research-network/events
http://www.bookhistory.org.uk/book-history-research-network/events
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Organised in the context of an 

AHRC-funded project, ‘Production 

and Reading of Music Sources, 

1480-1530’ (www.proms.ac.uk) in 

which a team of musicologists, art 

historians and codicologists exam-

ine the mise-en-page of sources 

containing polyphonic music from 

1480-1530, this conference brings 

together a wide selection of schol-

ars engaged in the analysis of the 

layout of manuscripts and printed 

books. It will explore in an interdis-

ciplinary perspective overarching 

questions that are relevant to music 

sources in the broadest sense. The 

spectrum of papers ranges from the 

13th to the 16th centuries, from 

simple workaday collections to 

elaborate presentation codices, from 

panel paintings to chantbooks and 

music theory prints. 

The mise-en-page of medieval and 

early modern music sources has be-

come an increasing focus of schol-

arly enquiry in recent years. In their 

combination of verbal text, musical 

notation, images and other graphic 

devices, they are amongst the most 

complex books of their time, and 

much about the relationship be-

tween their visual appearance, their 

function and their use (in perform-

ance or otherwise) is still insuffi-

ciently understood. For the full pro-

gramme and registration visit: 

http://warburg.sas.ac.uk/events/coll

oquia/production-of-music-

sources/, or contact tho-

mas.schmidt@manchester.ac.uk. 

Pattern Recognition and Analysis 

of Historical Handwritings 

Erlangen  

14-15 June 2013 

This international conference is part 

of the project ‘Script and Signs. A 

computer-based analysis of high 

medieval papal charters. A key to 

Europe’s cultural history’, run by a 

partnership between the Friedrich-

Alexander University of Erlangen-

Nuremberg and the Ludwig-

Maximilians University of Munich. 

The project aims at a detailed and 

systematic analysis of the develop-

ment of writing in 11th- and 12th-

century papal charters. The inter-

disciplinary approach combines 

new means of pattern recognition 

with traditional historical and pale-

ographic methods. This enables de-

tailed reconstruction of the process 

of changes in writing, whereas until 

now the development from papal 

curia to papal minuscule and finally 

to Gothic writing has been stated 

only roughly in a general way. Oth-

er characteristics of a charter, such 

as the Benevalete and Rota, will al-

so be examined in the project. The 

results will not only be analysed 

palaeographically and diplomatical-

ly, but will also be placed in a cul-

tural and historical context. For in-

formation contact: 

Viktoria.Trenkle@gesch.phil.uni-

erlangen.de. 

Networks of Influence: Readers, 

Owners, and Makers of MSS and 

Printed Books, 1350–1550  

(13th Biennial Conference of the 

Early Book Society) 

St Andrews University 

4–7 July 2013  
Noticed in Newsletter no. 59. The 

conference is open to all EBS 

members 

For information visit 

www.nyu.edu/projects/EBS/ or 

contact Martha Driver 

(marthadriver@hotmail.com) or  

Margaret Connolly (mc29@st- 

http://www.proms.ac.uk/
http://warburg.sas.ac.uk/events/colloquia/production-of-music-sources/
http://warburg.sas.ac.uk/events/colloquia/production-of-music-sources/
http://warburg.sas.ac.uk/events/colloquia/production-of-music-sources/
mailto:marthadriver@hotmail.com


AMARC Newsletter no. 60 May 2013 

 

 8 

 

andrews.ac.uk). 

Trade, Travel and Transmission 

in the Medieval Mediterranean 

Churchill College, Cambridge  

8-10 July 2013 

Noticed in Newsletter no. 59. 

For further information please con-

tact: Dr Rebecca Bridgman at 

smmconference2013@gmail.com. 

‘New Bownde’: New Scholarship 

in Early Modern Binding  

Folger Shakespeare Library, 

Washington DC  

15-16 August 2013  
Marking the culmination of a two 

year project to build an online data-

base of binding images from the 

Folger collection (see 

http://luna.folger.edu/luna/servlet/B

INDINGS~1~1), the conference 

will explore new tools for the study 

of English and Continental book-

binding and share new scholarship 

in the materiality of the book. To 

date, the database contains more 

than 3,500 images of primarily 

early modern bindings, originating 

from England, Italy, France, Ger-

many, and the Low Countries. In 

recent years a number of major re-

sources of this kind have been de-

veloped, including binding data-

bases at the British Library, Univer-

sity of the Arts London, Universi-

ties of Toronto and Uppsala and 

others, and, now, at the Folger 

Shakespeare Library. The confer-

ence will explore how these tools 

are being used and how they are 

transforming our understanding of 

early modern book history. Speak-

ers include: Mme Fabienne le Bars 

(Bibliothèque nationale de France, 

France), Professor Chris Coppens 

(KU Leuven, Belgium), Dr. Per 

Cullhed (Uppsala University Li-

brary, Sweden), Frank Mowery 

(Folger Shakespeare Library), and 

Philip Oldfield, Librarian, Thomas 

Fisher Rare Book Library, Univer-

sity of Toronto, Canada). For in-

formation contact Dr. Goran Proot: 

gproot@folger.edu.  

XVIII
e
 Colloque international de 

paléographie latine 

The Scriptorium: Nature,  

Function, Specifics 

St Gallen 

11-14 September2013 

Noticed in Newsletter no. 58. A 

provisional programme is now 

available at: 

www.palaeographia.org/cipl/stGall/

programme.htm. To register, visit 

www.palaeographia.org/cipl/stGall/

info.htm. 

Griechische Handschriften: gest-

ern, heute und morgen 

(Greek MSS yesterday, today & 

tomorrow).  

Hamburg & Wolfenbüttel 

22-28 September 2013 

Noticed in Newsletter no. 59. A 

provisional programme is now 

available. For further information 

visit www.cipg.eu/2013 or e-mail 

the organisers: cipg-2013@uni-

hamburg.de. 

Medieval & Renaissance Manu-

scripts in Princeton University 

Library 

Princeton University 

25-6 October 2013 
Organised by the Index of Christian 

Art to celebrate the publication of 

the new catalogue by Don C. 

Skemer (details on p. 25 below). 

Contributions by Adelaide Bennett, 

Jean F. Preston, William P. 

Stoneman, and the Index of Chris-

mailto:smmconference2013@gmail.com
http://luna.folger.edu/luna/servlet/BINDINGS~1~1
http://luna.folger.edu/luna/servlet/BINDINGS~1~1
http://www.palaeographia.org/cipl/stGall/programme.htm
http://www.palaeographia.org/cipl/stGall/programme.htm
http://www.cipg.eu/2013
mailto:cipg-2013@uni-hamburg.de
mailto:cipg-2013@uni-hamburg.de
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tian Art. The full programme will 

be available shortly at 

http://ica.princeton.edu/conference.

php. Spaces are limited and regis-

tration (no charge) is required. To 

register please contact Fiona Barrett 

(fionab@Princeton.edu) before 

September 30th 2013. 

Ethiopia and the Mediterranean 

World in Late Antiquity: The 

Garima Gospels in Context 

Ioannou Centre for Classical and 

Byzantine Studies 

University of Oxford 

2-3 November 2013 
The Ethiopian monastery of Abuna 

Garima preserves two ancient Gos-

pel books that local Christians still 

venerate as sacred relics. Previously 

dated to the turn of the first millen-

nium, they have recently been se-

curely assigned to the late 5th–early 

7th centuries by radiocarbon analy-

sis. This dating applied to both their 

illustrations and their text, and puts 

them among the very earliest extant 

manuscripts illustrated with Chris-

tian images. 

Garima 1 contains a complete cycle 

of ten decorated pages comparable 

to those in the famous Rabbula Co-

dex of AD 586. The illustrations of 

Garima 2 have affinities with Cop-

tic painting and may provide the 

only testimony of Coptic canon ta-

ble decoration. This volume also 

contains evangelist portraits. Their 

metal covers are ancient; one may 

well be contemporary to the manu-

script itself and thus figure amongst 

the oldest known book bindings. 

The two Garima Gospels contains 

400 pages of text each, which 

makes them unique testimonies of 

the Aksumite Ethiopic language, 

until now only attested by a few in-

scriptions on coins or stelae. The 

texts of the two books are quite dif-

ferent from each other, showing 

that the translation on which they 

are based had already been revised 

at the time of their copying. Thus, 

their early date suggests that the 

Ethiopian Gospel translation may 

be older than commonly believed. 

Their texts deserve extensive analy-

sis, which should extend beyond the 

Ethiopic and Greek versions of the 

Bible. 

The aim of the Oxford conference, 

which is sponsored by the Ethiopian 

Heritage Fund and to which atten-

dance is free, is, firstly, to make 

the Garima Gospels better known to 

scholars working on Late Antiquity 

and, secondly, to stimulate the 

study of the two manuscripts in a 

broad perspective. Organisers: Baye 

Yimam (Addis Ababa), Jacques 

Mercier (Paris), Georgi Parpulov 

(Oxford). For further details visit 

www.ethiopianheritagefund.org/. 

To reserve a place, please e-mail: 

georgi.parpulov@history.ox.ac.uk. 

Spreading the Light: Mapping 

the Vernacular ‘Elucidarium’ in 

Medieval England  

Centre for Medieval and Early 

Modern Studies 

University of Kent, Canterbury 

15-17 November 2013 

The conference, held at the Cathe-

dral Lodge, based in the Cathedral 

close at Canterbury, forms the con-

cluding event of the AHRC-funded 

research project ‘Spreading the 

Light: Mapping the Vernacular 

Elucidarium in Medieval England’. 

The project as a whole seeks to un-

derstand how this important text of 

basic theology was produced and 

mailto:fionab@Princeton.edu
http://www.ethiopianheritagefund.org/
http://ethiopianheritagefund.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=141d4f13b89ea3a213eef5d6b&id=e1bd318c8f&e=767749d4c3
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disseminated in England cross the 

Middle Ages, and to place it within 

the broader context of late-medieval 

concerns for pastoral care and the 

consequent production of vernacu-

lar theology. The research focuses 

on manuscripts of the text in both 

Middle English and medieval 

French, and among its outputs is a 

web-based descriptive catalogue of 

all extant manuscripts, which will 

be previewed during the confer-

ence. Keynote lectures will be 

given by Prof. John Thompson 

(Queen’s University, Belfast) and 

Prof. Keith Busby (University of 

Wisconsin-Madison). Contact: Dr 

Sarah James (s.james@kent.ac.uk), 

or Dr Huw Grange 

(h.r.grange@kent.ac.uk). 

Conservation et réception des do-

cuments pontificaux par les 

ordres religieux (XI
e
-XV

e
 siècle) 

Nancy, Université Nancy 2 

5-6 December 2013  
The conference will explore pon-

tifical documents, including cartu-

laries, as the written record of reli-

gious orders, including diplomatic 

and palaeographical aspects, for-

gery, content and influences. One 

strand will focus on newer orders 

such as Cistercians and Premon-

stratensians. For information visit 

http://calenda.org/228521 or contact 

jean-baptiste.renault@univ-

lorraine.fr or timothy.salemme 

@univ-lorraine.fr. 

Shaping Authority. How did a 

person become an authority in 

Antiquity, the Middle Ages & the 

Renaissance? 

Leuven University 

5-6 December 2013 

Organised by LECTIO, the Leuven 

Centre for the Study of the Trans-

mission of Texts and Ideas in An-

tiquity, the Middle Ages and the 

Renaissance. Keynote lecture by 

Prof. John Van Engen (Notre Dame 

Indiana USA) For full information 

see http://ghum.kuleuven.be/lectio.  

American Philological Associa-

tion: Medieval Latin Studies 

Group panel 

Chicago 

2-5 January 2014. 

The panel will focus on the 

rhetoric of the page in Latin manu-

scripts of the Middle Ages, looking 

at the manuscript page and how 

scribes, through the conscious or 

unconscious choices that they made 

about layout, script, decoration, and 

so forth, sought to shape the ap-

proach of readers to the text they 

were about to read. Enquiries to 

Maura Lafferty atmlaffert@utk.edu, 

or visit 

http://apaclassics.org/index.php/ann

ual_meeting. 

15th International Seminar on 

the Care and Conservation of 

Manuscripts  

Copenhagen 

2-4 April 2014  

Call for papers. The aim of the 

seminar, which is arranged by the 

Royal Library of Denmark and the 

Arnamagnæan Institute, University 

of Copenhagen, is to bring together 

scholars, conservators, librarians, 

archivists, curators and others who 

work in the field of manuscript 

studies, preservation and 

conservation. Papers are invited on 

subjects relating to the care and 

conservation of manuscripts in the 

widest sense, including, but not 

http://calenda.org/228521
mailto:jean-baptiste.renault@univ-lorraine.fr
mailto:jean-baptiste.renault@univ-lorraine.fr
mailto:timothy.salemme@univ-lorraine.fr
mailto:timothy.salemme@univ-lorraine.fr
http://ghum.kuleuven.be/lectio
mailto:atmlaffert@utk.edu
http://apaclassics.org/index.php/annual_meeting
http://apaclassics.org/index.php/annual_meeting
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limited to, conservation techniques 

and related matters, curatorial, 

codicological, philological and 

book historical subjects and 

digitisation.  

The deadline for submission of 

proposals is the 1 June 2013.  

The proposal should include a 

preliminary title and an abstract, 

stating the relevance of the subject 

for this seminar (500-1000 words). 

The principal language of the 

conference is English but papers in 

German are also welcome. For 

further information see the seminar 

website: http://nfi.ku.dk/cc; to 

contact the organisers e-mail: 

ami@hum.ku.dk. 

Patrons and Processes: 3rd  

Biennial International  

Romanesque conference 

Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalu-

nya (MNAC), Barcelona  

7-9 April, 2014. 

Organised by the MNAC and the 

British Archaeological Association 

(BAA), the conference (in English) 

will examine patronage and agency, 

in their broadest senses, during the 

Romanesque period, focusing not 

only more traditional prosopog-

raphical approaches to patronage 

and papers on individual patrons 

(both clerical and lay), but also in-

stitutional patronage, the people and 

processes involved in commission-

ing buildings or works of art and 

the extent to which patrons are de-

signers. The conference will be fol-

lowed, 10-11 April, by two days of 

optional visits to medieval build-

ings in and around Barcelona. 

Contact the convenors Manuel 

Castineiras and Jordi Camps at: 

baa2014bcn@mnac.cat).  

Aux Sources de la peinture: 

Essais de reconstitution de re-

cettes de couleurs avec des réci-

pients médiévaux. 

18-20 May 2014 

Lyon 

Organised as part of the Journées 

d’Archéologie Expérimentale 

(JAE). The programme will include 

a colloquium and practical sessions. 

For further information visit 

http://arhpee.typepad.com/archeolo

gie-experimentale/. 

Medieval & Renaissance  

Manuscripts in the Princeton 

University Library 

25-26 October 2014 

Organised by the Index of Christian 

Art. Speakers include: Jonathan J. 

G. Alexander, Walter Cahn, Marc 

Michael Epstein, Lucy Freeman 

Sandler, Anthony Grafton, Henry 

Mayr-Harting, Marilyn Lavin, Mi-

chael Michael, James Marrow 

(TBC), Elizabeth Moodey, Stella 

Panayatova, Virginia Reinburg, 

Richard & Mary Rouse, Don C 

Skemer, Anne Rudloff Stanton, and 

Patricia Stirnemann, Paris. Spaces 

are limited and registration (no 

charge) is required, by contacting 

Fiona Barrett 

(fionab@Princeton.edu) before 

September 30th 2013. 

 

SEMINARS & COURSES 

IES Medieval MSS Seminar 

London, Senate House, Seng Lee 

Centre 

23 May 2014, 5.30 pm 

Nicholas Sparks (SAS), ‘Cuthbert 

come lately: reconsidering the date 

of BL Add 89000’. For details see 

http://events.sas.ac.uk/ies/seminars/

http://nfi.ku.dk/cc
mailto:baa2014bcn@mnac.cat
mailto:fionab@Princeton.edu
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163/Medieval+Manuscripts+Semin

ar. 

The Manfred R. Lehmann Me-

morial Master Workshop in the 

History of the Jewish Book:  

Hebrew Codicology in the Digital 

Age 

Katz Center for Advanced Judaic 

Studies at the University of 

Pennsylvania 

2-3 June 2013 

Organised by the Jewish Studies 

Program at the University of Penn-

sylvania, in conjunction with the 

University of Pennsylvania Librar-

ies and the Katz Center, this year’s 

workshop will be led by Malachi 

Beit-Arié, Professor Emeritus of 

Codicology and Palaeography at the 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 

and the world’s leading authority on 

Hebrew manuscripts. 

The first part of the workshop will 

be devoted to presenting the singu-

larity of medieval Hebrew book 

production and consumption, and 

the consequences of its singular fea-

tures for understanding the trans-

mission of texts written in Hebrew 

characters as well as its implica-

tions for textual criticism and edit-

ing. In addition, the workshop will 

also deal with why and how text-

scholars can apply codicological 

approaches to their textual work, 

and in particular a comparative 

codicological approach so as to ap-

preciate the special circumstances 

of Hebrew manuscript production. 

The second part of the workshop 

will introduce the new on-line 

SfarData, the comprehensive data-

base for the codicology of dated 

Hebrew manuscripts (and those 

with indications of the scribe's 

names), which is now being con-

verted into a free website. Along 

with explaining the new version, 

the workshop will demonstrate the 

diverse ways that Sfardata can be 

used for the complex retrieval of 

clustered data and its use for his-

torical and prosopographic re-

search. 

The workshop is open to professors 

and independent scholars, profes-

sional librarians in the field of Jew-

ish and related studies, and graduate 

students in Jewish Studies. Atten-

dance at previous workshops is 

not a prerequisite for admission. 

Register at 

http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/jwst/regist

rationLW2013.pdf.  Contact:  

jsp-info@sas.upenn.edu.  

Histoire des Bibliothèques  

Anciennes 

Salle Jeanne Vielliard, IHRT,  

40 avenue d’Iéna, Paris 16
e
 

7 June 2013, 10am–1pm 

Final seminar in the current series: 

Gilbert Fournier, ‘Un catalogue 

inédit de la bibliothèque du collège 

de Sorbonne (milieu du XVI
e
 

siècle’. All welcome. Enquiries to 

donatella.nebbiai@irht.cnrs.fr. 

 

EXHIBITIONS 
Information has been drawn from 

press-releases and websites as well 

as contributions from our members 

and colleagues. Please check open-

ing dates and times and other de-

tails before travelling as these may 

vary from those given here. 

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 

Dot Dot Dash: Communicating in 

Wales 
Until 14 September 2013 

http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/jwst/registrationLW2013.pdf
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/jwst/registrationLW2013.pdf
mailto:jsp-info@sas.upenn.edu
mailto:donatella.nebbiai@irht.cnrs.fr
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An exhibition charting landmarks in 

the development of communication 

in Wales, both written and audio-

visual, during the last three centu-

ries. Iconic audio and visual clips of 

the 20th century from the National 

Screen and Sound Archive of Wales 

will be featured, alongside archival 

material from the Library’s collec-

tions. 

Writers of Wales: John Cowper 

Powys & The Oxford Book of 

Welsh Verse 
Until 8 February 2014 

An exhibition celebrating the work 

of novelist John Cowper Powys 

(1872-1963), together with original 

manuscripts of poems included by 

Sir Thomas Parry in his landmark 

anthology, The Oxford Book of 

Welsh Verse (1962). 

Four Ancient Books: Welsh Icons 

United 
12 October 2013 – 15 March 2014 

Celtic scholar William Forbes 

Skene’s Four Ancient Books of 

Wales (1868) was a pioneering at-

tempt at separating the historical 

element from the imagined and fic-

titious in Old Welsh poetry. The 

four iconic manuscripts described 

by Skene are brought together for 

the first time for an exhibition cele-

brating the earliest literature in 

Welsh: the Black Book of Car-

marthen and Book of Taliesin from 

the National Library of Wales, the 

Book of Aneirin from Cardiff Cen-

tral Library, and the Red Book of 

Hergest from Jesus College, Ox-

ford. This is a rare opportunity to 

see the most important Medieval 

Welsh manuscripts brought together 

under one roof. 

ANTWERP, MUSEUM 

PLANTIN-MORETUS 

Magnifieke Middeleeuwen 
Until 5 May 2013 

Exhibition of illuminated medieval 

manuscripts from the collection 

started by Christopher Plantin in the 

16th century, continued in the fol-

lowing centuries, notably from the 

late 18th century by the Moretus 

family. This exhibition, based on 

new art historical research by Lieve 

Watteeuw and Catherine Reynolds, 

shows 40 striking examples of book 

illumination, selected jointly by the 

Plantin-Moretus Museum and Illu-

minare – Centre for the Study of 

Medieval Art (KU Leuven). For 

related publications see p. 22. 

BRUGES, GRUUTHUSE  

MUSEUM 

The Gruuthuse Manuscript: 

Lustful debauchery and courtly 

love 

22 March 2013–23 June 2013 

Noticed in Newsletter 59. 

DUBLIN, TRINITY COLLEGE 

LIBRARY 

Preservation and Conservation: 

What’s That? 

25 April to 20 October 2013 

Providing a link between the sci-

ences and the humanities, this exhi-

bition looks at the varied activities 

of the Library’s Preservation and 

Conservation Department. High-

lights are displays exploring  the 

pigments used in manuscript illu-

mination; the conservation of 

manuscripts, photographs and early 

printed books; the development of 

book structures; the analysis of the 

environment and its effect on col-

lections; the study of Old Library 

dust; and the impact of the Save the 
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Treasures campaign on the preser-

vation of the collection in the Long 

Room.  

DALLAS, TEXAS  

BRIDWELL LIBRARY, 

SOUTHERN METHODIST 

UNIVERSITY 

The First Four Centuries of 

Printed Bible illustration. 

28 January–18 May 2013 

This exhibition of 50 Bibles from 

Bridwell Library’s Special Collec-

tions examines the historical con-

text, artistic development, and cul-

tural impact of the use of illustra-

tion in printed editions of the scrip-

tures, from 15th-century German 

Bibles, to vernacular Bible transla-

tions of the Reformation period, 

outstanding engraved Bible illustra-

tions from the 17th and 18th centu-

ries, and examples of illustrated 

editions from 19th-century Amer-

ica. Further information at:  

www.smu.edu/Bridwell/Collections

/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Ex

hibitions/First4CenturiesIllustrated

Bible. 

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL  

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND,  

George IV Bridge Building 

Picturing Africa:  

Illustrating Livingstone’s travels  

14 June – 3 November 2013 

David Livingstone’s African explo-

rations made him world famous. 

His own notes, sketches and maps, 

along with the photographs of John 

Kirk and the drawings of Thomas 

Baines were the basis of remarkable 

images of Africa made popular 

through best-selling books, illus-

trated newspapers and magic-

lantern slides. 

This major exhibition brings to-

gether rare and unique material in-

cluding original art-work, photo-

graphs, woodblocks, maps, letters, 

manuscripts and books of Living-

stone and his companions who were 

responsible for creating some of the 

most iconic and popular pictures of 

Africa ever created. 

Smaller Displays: 

Celebrating Iona 

3 May–7 July 2013 

In May 2013 the community of 

Iona celebrates the 1450th anniver-

sary of Saint Columba’s arrival on 

the island, and the 75th anniversary 

of the foundation of the Iona Com-

munity. The National Library of 

Scotland is joining the celebrations 

with this display of items from the 

collections, all of which have an 

association with Iona. 

The centrepiece of the display is an 

illuminated mediaeval manuscript, 

the Iona Psalter, a devotional work 

probably written in Oxford in the 

late 12th century possibly for 

Beatrix, first Prioress of the Iona 

Nunnery and one of the great treas-

ures of the National Library of 

Scotland. 

HUIS BERGH CASTLE 

(NETHERLANDS) 

Schoonheid op perkament: De 

mooiste handschriften van Huis 

Bergh (Beauty on parchment: the 

finest MSS from Huis Bergh) 

Until 1 March 2014 

Exhibition of some of the finest il-

luminated manuscripts in the Neth-

erlands, collected by Jan Herman 

van Heek. For further details visit 

www.huisbergh.nl. An illustrated 

catalogue of the entire collection 

will be published shortly. 

http://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/Collections/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/First4CenturiesIllustratedBible
http://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/Collections/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/First4CenturiesIllustratedBible
http://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/Collections/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/First4CenturiesIllustratedBible
http://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/Collections/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/First4CenturiesIllustratedBible


AMARC Newsletter no. 60 May 2013 

 

 15 

 

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Poetry in Sound: the music of 

Benjamin Britten 

31 May–12 September, 

Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) is 

often described as the greatest Eng-

lish composer since Purcell. His 

compositional output spans almost 

every musical genre, from opera to 

string quartets to solo songs. In-

stantly recognisable, his music is 

imbued with the spirit of his time 

and place, yet it transcends cultural 

and geographical boundaries. This 

exhibition explores the poetic and 

literary influences on his distinctive 

musical sound world, including his 

creative collaboration with W.H. 

Auden and his settings of texts by 

such authors as William Blake, 

John Donne, George Crabbe, and 

William Shakespeare. Alongside 

the manuscripts of some of Britten's 

most celebrated compositions, the 

exhibition features photographs, 

programmes, and hitherto unpub-

lished recordings of his music. 

LOS ANGELES, J. PAUL 

GETTY MUSEUM 

Untold Stories: Collecting and 

Transforming Medieval MSS 

Until 12 May 2013 

For details see: 

www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/untol

d_stories/ , which has a link to a 

checklist of all exhibition items 

with thumbnail images and brief 

catalogue descriptions. 

Canterbury and St. Albans: 

Treasures from Church and 

Cloister 

20 Sept. 2013–2 Feb. 2014  

This exhibition brings together two 

masterpieces of medieval English 

art: panels of stained glass from 

Canterbury Cathedral showing life-

sized figures from the Old Testa-

ment are displayed alongside the St. 

Albans Psalter, a splendidly illumi-

nated book of psalms. Uniting 

monumental glass painting with the 

art of book illumination, this pres-

entation explores how specific 

texts, prayers, and environments 

shaped the medieval viewer’s un-

derstanding of these pictures during 

the great century of art making fol-

lowing the Norman Conquest of 

England. A related colloquium is 

planned for January 2014. 

PARIS, MUSÉE DE CLUNY 

17 April to 15 July 2013  

Focusing on art in northern and 

northern-eastern France and from 

the diocese of Liège, the exhibition 

includes outstanding works in 

enamel, stained glass, sculpture, 

ivories and seals as well as illumi-

nated manuscripts. 

http://www.musee-moyenage.fr/. 

For the catalogue, see below, p. 25. 

From 7 April to 30 June 2013 a re-

lated exhibition is being held in 

Saint-Omer at the Musée de l’hôtel 

Sandelin, details available at: 

www.musenor.com/Les-

Musees/Saint-Omer-Musee-de-l-

Hotel-Sandelin#.  

 

NEW ARRIVALS  
Librarians, archivists and users are 

invited to inform the Editor of any 

notable new accessions to institu-

tional collections.  

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 

Submitted by Maredudd ap Huw, 

Manuscripts Librarian. 

An incomplete manuscript copy, in 

a mid-17th-century hand, of Robert, 

Prior of Shrewsbury, The Admira-

http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/untold_stories/
http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/untold_stories/
http://www.musee-moyenage.fr/
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ble Life of Saint Wenefride..., trans-

lated from the Latin by I[ohn] 

F[alconer] ([Saint-Omer], 1635) 

(Bonhams, Oxford, 27 November 

2012, lot 67) (NLW MS 24035A). 

Manuscript journal, 1863-1864, 

written aboard ship by John Griffith 

of Caernarvonshire during his ill-

fated emigration to New Zealand 

(Sotheby’s, London, 15 November 

2012, lot 139) (NLW MS 24033D). 

A letter, dated 27 September 1907, 

from Celtic scholar Kuno Meyer, 

addressed to W.R.M. Wynne, 

owner of the Peniarth collection of 

manuscripts. Meyer accuses Wynne 

of causing the death of eminent lin-

guist John Strachan of Manchester 

by exposing him to unacceptably 

damp conditions in the library at 

Peniarth, Merioneth (NLW MS 

23981E, f. 71). 

Two letters, 1914, from poet Ed-

ward Thomas (1878-1917) ad-

dressed to Thomas Seccombe, 

Camberley, Surrey, together with 

associated letters relating to Tho-

mas’s death (Dominic Winter, 

South Cerney, 13 December 2012, 

lots 403-4 & 406) (NLW MS 

23981E, ff. 60-70). 

Further papers of the Montgomery-

shire Liberal Association, including 

records associated with David Da-

vies (1880-1944) of Llandinam as 

Liberal MP for Montgomeryshire, 

1906-29 (Montgomeryshire Liberal 

Association Papers). 

Six letters,1936-1950, from Dylan 

Thomas, including three addressed 

to his parents (originally part of the 

group of 11 letters and postcards in 

the possession of the Dylan Thomas 

Trust sold at auction at Sotheby's, 

London, 24 July 1995, lot 362) 

(NLW MS 24037D). 

Remaining portions of the personal 

archive of William Griffiths (1898-

1962), manager of Foyle’s Welsh 

Department, London, and inde-

pendent bookseller at Cecil Court. 

The collection includes letters from 

David Lloyd George (1863-1945), 

and letters addressed to D.R. Daniel 

(1859-1931), secretary of the North 

Wales Quarry-men's Union (Chef-

fins, Cambridge, 21 February 2013, 

lots 213 & 216) (NLW ex 2807 & 

2808). 

A substantial group of papers ac-

cumulated by Olwen Davies (1924-

2011) of Aberystwyth, a former op-

era singer and Greenham Common 

peace activist. The papers comple-

ment the large central archive of 

CND Wales already deposited at 

the Library (Olwen Davies CND 

Papers). 

DUBLIN,  

TRINITY COLLEGE LIBRARY 
Details provided by Caoimhe Ní 

Ghormáin and Estelle Gittins, As-

sistant Librarians. 

Book of Hours, Use of Troyes, in 

Latin and French. Northern France, 

c.1500. Purchased at Sotheby’s 

sale, 5 December 2012, lot 22 (MS 

11443). 

Breviary, Italian, late 15th century, 

with illuminated prayers for the of-

fice of the dead (MS 11423). 

Julia Rosenthal’s Oscar Wilde col-

lection (MS 11437). 

Jonathan Swift. Autograph note to 

Mrs Sican. Signed ‘J.S.’. Also a 

contemporary calling card of Mrs 

Eustace, with a portrait seal show-

ing Swift; some related modern en-
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velopes in which this material was 

kept (MS 11434). 

J.G. Farrell(1935-79), author, and 

Gabriela von Sivers; correspon-

dence (MS 11418). 

Samuel Beckett (1906-89) Nobel 

laureate: lettercards, printed 

ephemera, photographs relating to 

the rehearsal of Endgame and Wait-

ing for Godot in Riverside Studios 

Theatre with the San Quentin 

Drama Workshop in 1980 and 1984 

(MS 11409); cards (3) from Samuel 

Beckett to Christopher Fitz-Simon. 

1982; 1986. Responses to invita-

tions; also programme of boxing 

tournament in Earlesfort terrace 

school in which Beckett and his 

brother Frank took part, 1916 (MS 

11402). 

Eilean ni Chuillenain, poet, transla-

tor (b.1942), papers presented by 

the author. Includes the archives of 

Cyphers Literary magazine (MS 

11404). 

James Perry O’Flaherty [Joss]  

Lynam, sportsman. The personal 

and professional papers and sports-

related archives mostly consisting 

of the records of Mountaineering 

Ireland and other walking/hiking 

clubs and groups with which he was 

involved. Very significant sports 

archive with some external funding 

for cataloguing (MS 11425). 

Seán Kavanagh, aka Sheáin a 

Chóta, poet. Prison diary, in Irish, 

beginning in The Curragh in Feb.–

Nov. 1923. (MS 11442). 

Auchmuchty family papers, pre-

sented by Prof Mervyn Murch, 

Nov. 2012 (MS 11436). 

Papers relating to George Francis 

FitzGerald (MS 11433). 

Sackville papers (1731-83). Letters 

to Lionel Cranfield Sackville 

(1688-1765), the first Duke of Dor-

set, as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 

and to his son George Sackville 

Germain, as Chief-Secretary and 

Secretary of State for the American 

Colonies, 1731-83. Purchased at 

Sotheby’s sale, 10 July 2012, lot 12, 

financed from the R.B. McDowell 

bequest (MS 11432). 

Incorporated Society for the Promo-

tion of English Protestant Working 

Schools in Ireland (MS 11413). 

Earls of Courtown: photographs, 

loose & in 4 albums (MS 11412).  

Cromwell, Oliver (1599-1658) Lord 

Protector of England, Scotland and 

Ireland. Document signed by 

Cromwell ordering Sir John Wol-

laston to pay £21 to Adjutant Gen-

eral Thomas Sadler, being 42 days’ 

service in Ireland with subscribed 

acknowledgment of receipt counter-

signed by Sadler, 14 Dec. 1649 

(MS 11408). 

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND  

Significant accessions for the pe-

riod September 2012–March 2013, 
selected by Kenneth Dunn, Manu-

script & Archive Collections Man-

ager. 

Further manuscripts from the col-

lections at Holyrood house, includ-

ing two letters of Mary, Queen of 

Scots, 1561 & 1569x1574, one of 

King James VI, 1584, and one of 

Prince Charles Edward Stuart. 

(NLS Acc. 13354). 

Legal papers and letters, 1724-88, 

mainly from Perthshire and Angus, 
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including a set of some 70 interro-

gations, 1760s, concerning a case of 

arsenic poisoning. (NLS Acc. 

13377). 

Letters, 1790-1810, of Claudius 

Buchanan (1766-1815), Chaplain 

with the East India Company and 

Theologian, to his family. (NLS 

Acc. 13358). 

Album, 1845, of drawings of a tour 

of Scotland ‘by ten Douglases’. 

(NLS Acc. 13363). 

Four letters, 1864-66, of Garibaldi 

to George, 3rd Duke of Sutherland, 

and a letter, 1931, of Charlie Chap-

lin to George, 5th Duke of Suther-

land. (NLS Acc.13370). 

Papers, c. 1870-90, of James Henry 

Latrobe-Bateman, Episcopalian Di-

vine in Glencreran, Argyllshire. A 

collection with Gaelic interest, in-

cluding papers and correspondence 

(1878-82) on translation into Gaelic 

of the Episcopalian order of service 

and a number of hymns. It provides 

insight into problems in the provi-

sion of pastoral care in Gaelic 

within the Episcopalian church. 

(NLS Acc. 13359). 

Digital copies and transcripts of let-

ters, 1871–84, of James, Robert and 

William Low, emigrants in New 

Jersey, Texas and Chicago. (NLS 

Acc. 13361). 

An extended letter, 1891, of Eliza-

beth Baron Custer, describing a 

visit to Scotland and staying with 

Andrew Carnegie at Cluny Castle. 

(NLS Acc. 13382). 

Papers, 1916-26, of Thomas Han-

nan, Maryhill, Glasgow, relating to 

his conscientious objection during 

the Great War, and subsequent im-

prisonment at Dartmoor. (NLS Acc. 

13388). 

Records, 1931-2000, of the Scottish 

Youth Hostel Association. (NLS 

Acc. 13372). 

Personal papers, 1933-1972, of 

William Crosbie, artist. A small 

collection mainly of correspon-

dence, including a few letters of 

Christopher Grieve, Stanley Cur-

siter, W.O. Hutchison and T J Hon-

eyman; also papers relating to 

Crosbie’s conscientious objector 

status in the Second World War. 

(NLS Acc. 13367) 

Papers and photographs, c. 1945-

74, of William Hannan, Labour MP 

for Maryhill, Glasgow. (NLS Acc. 

13391). 

Literary papers and art-work, 1965-

2011, of Angela Lemaire. (NLS 

Acc. 13375). 

Papers, c. 1966-2008, of Sylvia 

Thompson, relating to Ian Hamilton 

Finlay, Crombie Saunders and W.S. 

Graham; with copies of Graham’s 

first two published collections an-

notated in his own hand. (NLS Acc. 

13390). 

Literary papers, c. 1990-2012, of 

Ruth Thomas, comprising digital 

archive, printouts, notebooks and 

business correspondence. (NLS 

Acc. 13389). 

84 letters and cards, 2003-09, of 

Edwin Morgan to Richard Price, 

with manuscript of unpublished 

poem ‘The Ropemaker’s Bride’. 

(NLS Acc. 13384). 

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Submitted by Michael St. John 

McAlister, curator in the Depart-

ment of Manuscripts. 
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Alfred Taylor radio log and press 

cuttings, 1922-23(Add. MS 88996). 

Memoirs of Afsa Horner, c 1950-

2012 (Add. MS 88997).  

Papers of Lee Harwood, 1955-2012 

(Add. MS 88998). 

Correspondence and papers relating 

to Universal Co-Masonry, 1905-

1997 (Add. MS 88999). 

St Cuthbert Gospel, c. 698-4th 

quarter of the 13th cent. (Add. MS 

89000). 

B.S. Johnson archive, 1933-2004 

(Add. MS 89001). 

Supplementary Edward Upward 

papers, 1924-2009 (Add. MS 

89002). 

Photographs of Kathleen Raine, c 

1932 (Add. MS 89003). 

Postcards from Thom Gunn, 1973-

1975 (Add. MS 89004). 

Isaac Rosenberg fragment, on the 

verso of a letter from Rosenberg to 

Edward Marsh, c. 1914 (Add. MS 

89005). 

Letter from Olwyn Hughes to D. 

Merwin, 1963 (Add. MS 89006) 

Dante Gabriel Rossetti ‘Jenny’ MS, 

mid 19th cent. (Add. MS 89007). 

Lowenstein collection of G. B. 

Shaw papers, 1878-1974 (Add. MS 

89008). 

Recent Music Accessions 
Supplied by Nicolas Bell. 

The Griesbach Family Archive. A 

small collection of papers relating 

to the family of musicians in the 

court orchestra of George III, in-

cluding several concert programmes 

in the King’s hand, written as re-

quest lists to be handed to the leader 

of the orchestra, and consisting al-

most entirely of music by Handel. 

Accepted by HM Government in 

lieu of inheritance tax and allocated 

to the British Library. 

Sir Harrison Birtwistle: a substan-

tial collection of music manuscripts 

and correspondence, primarily con-

sisting of sketch material for major 

works of the 1960s-1980s as well as 

a number of unpublished works 

from his childhood and student 

years. (MS Mus. 1778). 

Music manuscripts of George Lloyd 

(1913-98). 

Music manuscripts of Gerard 

McBurney, presented by the com-

poser (MS Mus. 1779).  

Music manuscripts of James Ste-

vens, bequeathed by the composer 

(MS Mus.1770).  

Music manuscripts of Isaiah 

Burnell of Bromsgrove, with letters 

from Edward Elgar (Music Deposit 

2012/22).  

The Melodists’ Club archive (MS 

Mus. 1777).  

Letters to the Czech oboist Jiri Tan-

cibudek, from Bohuslav Martinu 

and others (Music Deposit 2012/28) 

PARIS, BIBLIOTHÈQUE  

NATIONALE DE FRANCE 

Following a major appeal, the BnF 

has acquired the celebrated book of 

Hours of Jeanne de France, a 15th-

century illuminated manuscript 

classed as a Trésor national. The 

manuscript will be held in the De-

partment of manuscripts, but was 

digitised in 2013 and is already 

available online via Gallica, the 

BnF’s digital library, at 

http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1

b8571085n/f39.item. 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

N. G. Wilson, A Descriptive Cata-

logue of the Greek Manuscripts of 

http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8571085n/f39.item
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8571085n/f39.item
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8571085n/f39.item
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Corpus Christi College, Oxford. 

(Oxford: Corpus Christi College, & 

Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 2011). 

Xii+36 pp. 48 plates. ISBN: 978 1 

84384 287 3. £50. 

Reviewed by Hugh Houghton, In-

stitute for Textual Scholarship and 

Electronic Editing, 

University of Birmingham.  

It is hard to imagine a more magis-

terial catalogue than Nigel Wilson’s 

volume on the thirty-six Greek 

manuscripts of Corpus Christi Col-

lege Oxford. It appears alongside 

R.M. Thomson’s matching descrip-

tion of the College's other medieval 

codices, and the series will be com-

pleted with Peter Pormann’s work 

on the Hebrew manuscripts. Wil-

son’s publications on Corpus manu-

scripts now span half a century and 

this book distils a lifetime's exper-

tise into a work of the highest 

scholarship. 

As noted in the two-page introduc-

tion, almost all of the Greek manu-

scripts were acquired around the 

time of the College’s foundation. 

Twenty-three were purchased by 

the first President, John Claymond, 

from the estate of William Grocyn 

in 1521. The majority date from the 

15th century: the oldest is a 9th-

century copy of Aristotle’s zoologi-

cal works (MS 108) and there are 

theological manuscripts from the 

10th to the 12th centuries, including 

two codices apiece of Basil (MSS 

26, 27) and Pseudo-Dionysius 

(MSS 141, 163). The other princi-

pal authors represented are Chry-

sostom, Plato, Plotinus, Proclus, 

Ptolemy, Simplicius and Thucy-

dides, along with biblical texts and 

a two-volume copy of the Suda 

lexicon (MSS 76, 77). 

The preservation of the nucleus of 

Grocyn’s collection offers an in-

sight into the history of scholarship 

and textual transmission. Grocyn 

studied in Florence, where he ac-

quired some of his manuscripts, be-

fore returning to Oxford. Several of 

the copies are dated, and in many 

cases the hands have been identi-

fied. Of particular interest is the 

copyist John Serbopoulos from 

Constantinople who, according to 

the colophon, copied MSS 23, 24 

and 106 ‘in the British island Eng-

land, in a village named Reading’. 

The latter is written as ῾Ραδίγκ 

(Rhadíngk; 23), ῾Ραδίνγκ 

(Rhadíngk; 24) and ῾Ραδίνγ 

(Rhadíng; 106), which may offer 

clues to contemporary pronuncia-

tion (Wilson notes a similar spelling 

in MS Trinity College, Cambridge 

R.9.22). Following their acquisition 

by Corpus Christi, two of Grocyn’s 

manuscripts might have been used 

as the basis for the editio princeps 

of Proclus produced in Basel in 

1533-4 (MSS 98, 99). This is cer-

tainly the case for MS 97, in which 

the typesetter's markings can be 

clearly seen. At the beginning of the 

seventeenth century, the four Chry-

sostom manuscripts (MSS 21-24) 

were loaned to Sir Henry Savile for 

his edition. An appendix provides 

the relevant entries from President 

Rainolds’ Act Book, one of which 

specifies that ‘it shall be lawful for 

the partie whose paines therein he 

employeth, conferring it with New 

College copie, to note ye diverse 

readings in the margent of ours’: 

the margin of MS 22 duly contains 
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red annotations corresponding to 

New College MS 72. 

Andrew Brown recently identified 

MS 30 as an unregistered 12fth-

century New Testament manuscript. 

The main content is Theophylact's 

commentary on the Gospels: para-

graphs of exegesis alternate with the 

biblical text. Given that the list of ca-

tena manuscripts assembled by Reuss 

only covers a limited selection of li-

braries, there are no doubt similar 

commentary manuscripts eligible for 

inclusion in the Gregory–Aland 

Kurzgefasste Liste of Greek New Tes-

tament manuscripts. Unusually, the 

catalogue does not provide biblio-

graphical details for this: readers may 

find it helpful to know that it is main-

tained online at http://intf.uni-

muenster.de/vmr/NTVMR/ 

ListeHandschriften.php and is also 

integrated into the New Testament 

Virtual Manuscript Room at 

http://ntvmr.uni-muenster.de/. 

The catalogue entries occupy thirty 

pages and convey the findings of 

considerable research. Precise de-

tails are given about the extent of 

each work, along with references to 

a standard printed edition. Standard 

codicological information is sup-

plemented by categorisation of the 

watermarks (for paper), ruling pat-

terns (for parchment) and bindings. 

The extent and features of each 

hand are described; some scribes 

are identified by name and the cor-

responding reference to the Reper-

torium der griechischen Kopisten. 

Marginalia and colophons are men-

tioned, sometimes with a transcrip-

tion. Information is provided on the 

later use of each manuscript, in-

cluding the siglum allocated in 

critical editions. The bibliography is 

not exhaustive, but Wilson aims ‘to 

give credit where it is due to every 

scholar who has made a useful ob-

servation’ (p. x). 

The sixty-three black and white 

plates are spread over forty-eight 

pages: many are full size. Wilson 

makes a point of using traditional 

photography, for reasons explained 

in Medium Aevum 77 (2008) and 

Gnomon 81 (2009). Each hand is 

illustrated. The plates provide the 

opportunity to verify some of the 

transcriptions and a few alterations 

may be suggested: in the subscrip-

tion to MS 24 (pl. 6), νήσω should 

be added before Ἀγγλία and 

πεντακοσιοστῶ in place of 

πεντηκοσιοστῶ; there is no sign of 

μοι in the invocation in MS 90 (pl. 

30); Grocyn’s first name is spelt 

Guilielmi in MS 104 as in the ma-

jority of manuscripts (it is not pos-

sible to confirm the form in MSS 

100, 109 and 158, which all give 

1501 as the date); in the marginal 

note in MS 115 (pl. 52), the deleted 

word is υπω, without accentuation, 

and the final word appears to be the 

nonsensical φωμὰς. Typographical 

errors are otherwise extremely rare: 

Alesssandria is unduly sibilant in 

MS 19; items 2 and 3 in MS 26 

should read ieiunio; shown is dupli-

cated in the last line of MS 117; 

plate 27 is recto rather than verso; 

in MS 470 lingaue should be lin-

guae, although the error may be 

original. The use of the lunate 

sigma throughout is presumably in-

tended to reflect ancient authorial 

practice rather than the orthography 

of the manuscripts and their annota-

tors. 
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There is a single index combining 

names, subjects and a list of manu-

scripts in other collections. Clay-

mond and Grocyn are not men-

tioned: for them, users must consult 

the list of former shelf-marks and 

provenance. Despite the relatively 

small number of manuscripts, it 

would have been useful to subdi-

vide the index into scribes, au-

thors/contents, owners/users and 

other subjects, or to provide a con-

spectus of manuscripts tabulating 

their shelf-mark, contents, date, 

copyist and perhaps some of the 

codicological data. On the other 

hand, those who referred only to 

such a summary table would miss 

the gems contained in the individual 

entries, which, with cross-

references to features shared be-

tween manuscripts and further bib-

liography, build up a narrative of 

the history of this collection.   

This catalogue should find a place 

on the shelves of research libraries, 

not simply as a source of informa-

tion and images, but also as a model 

of comprehensiveness and, combin-

ing details from different entries, an 

account of the production and later 

use of these books. Nigel Wilson is 

one of the foremost scholars in this 

field and the Corpus Christi Greek 

manuscripts are fortunate to have 

been the subject of his attention. 

 

SOME RECENT  

PUBLICATIONS 

Bibliographical details are as given 

by contributors, press releases or 

websites and the amount of infor-

mation is variable. 

L’abbaye cistercienne de Bégard 

des origines à 1476: histoire et 

chartes, ed. C. Evans (Turnhout: 

Brepols, 2013) 467 pp., 2 b/w il-

lustr., ISBN: 978-2-503-54750-3. 

€85.  

The Berkeley Estate 1281-

1417: its economy and devel-

opment, by Bridget Wells-Furby 

(Bristol & Gloucestershire Ar-

chaeological Society, 2012). 

ISBN: 9780900197819. Enquiries 

to J. R. Loosley, Stonehatch, Oak-

ridge Lynch, Stroud GL6 7NR or 

visit www.bgas.org.uk. (To be re-

viewed in a forthcoming Newslet-

ter). 

La bibliothèque de l’abbaye cister-

cienne de Vauluisant. Histoire et 

inventaires, François Bougard et 

Pierre Petitmengin, avec la collabo-

ration de Patricia Stirnemann (Do-

cuments, études et répertoires, Pa-

ris: CNRS Éditions, 2013). 200 pp., 

ISBN: 978-2-271-07560-4. €80. 

The Book of Kells. An Illustrated 

Introduction to the Manuscript in 

Trinity College Dublin, Bernard 

Meehan (Thames & Hudson, 2012). 

96 pp., 117 illustr. ISBN: 

9780500277904. £9.95. 

A Catalogue of the Armenian 

Manuscripts in the British Library, 

acquired since the year 1913, and 

of collections in other libraries in 

the United Kingdom, Vrej Nerses-

sian (2 vols, London: BL, 2012). 

1200 pp. ISBN: 978 0 7123 4905 5. 

£150. 

Catalogue of Illuminated Manu-

scripts of the Museum Plantin-

Moretus, Lieve Watteeuw & Cath-

erine Reynolds (Leuven: Peeters 

Publishers & London: Walpole, 

2013) 303 pp., illustr. ISBN: 978-

http://www.bgas.org.uk/publications/monographs.html
http://www.bgas.org.uk./
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90-429-2915-9. € 85. (See p. 13 

above for related exhibition). 

Catalogue of Medieval Manuscripts 

of Latin Commentaries on Aristotle 

in British Libraries. II: Cambridge, 

R.M. Thomson (Turnhout: Brepols, 

2013). 228 pp., 9 col. illustr. ISBN: 

978-2-503-54782-4. €95. 

A Catalogue of Western Book Illu-

mination in the Fitzwilliam Museum 

and the Cambridge Colleges. Part 

2: Italy and the Iberian Peninsula, 

ed. Nigel Morgan, Stella Panay-

otova & Suzanne Reynolds (2 vols, 

London & Turnhout: Harvey 

Miller/Brepols, 2012). ISBN: 

9781905375851. €200. 

Classical Manuscript Illustrations, 

A. Claridge, I. Herklotz (The Paper 

Museum of Cassiano dal Pozzo. Se-

ries A: Antiquities and Architec-

ture; London & Turnhout: Harvey 

Miller/Brepols, 2012). 424 pp., 46 

b/w + 224 col. illustr., ISBN: 978-

1-905375-76-9. €141.  

A Conspectus of Scribal Hands 

writing in English, 960-1100, Don-

ald Scragg, (Cambridge: D.S. 

Brewer, 2012). 116 pp. ISBN: 

9781843842866. £75. 

Dans l’atelier des Colombe 

(Bourges 1470-1500), la représen-

tation de l’Antiquité en France à la 

fin du XVe siècle, Marie Jacob 

(Rennes: Presses universitaires de 

Rennes, 2012). 326 pp., illustr. 

ISBN: 978-2-7535-2031-8. €24. 

L’enluminure et le sacré: Irlande, 

Grande-Bretagne, VIIe-VIIIIe 

siècles, Dominique Barbet-Massin 

(preface by Michel Rouche (Paris, 

Presses université Paris-Sorbonne, 

2013). 580 pp., illustr. ISBN: 978-

2-84050-860-1. €30. 

A Feast for the Eyes: Manuscripts 

from the Plantin-Moretus Museum, 

Dirk Imhof (2013). €14.95. (See p. 

13 above for related exhibition). 

Available from the museum: 

www.museumplantinmoretus.be.  

‘Fragmenta Londiniensia An-

teiustiniana: preliminary observa-

tions’, S. Corcoran and B. Salway, 

Roman Legal Tradition 8 (2012), 

pp. 63-83. Discusses fragments ten-

tatively identified as belonging to a 

copy of the Codex Gregorianus; 

available in free, downloadable pdf 

from: 

http://romanlegaltradition.org/conte

nts/2012/). 

The Genesis of Books: studies in the 

scribal culture of medieval England 

in honour of A.N. Doane, ed. Mat-

thew T. Hussey & John D. Niles 

(Turnhout: Brepols, 2012). xxi+338 

pp., illustr. ISBN: 978-2-503-

53473-2. €115. 

In the Prayse of Writing: Early 

Modern Manuscript Studies, ed. S. 

P. Cerasano & Steven W. May 

(London, British Library, 2012). 

328 pp., 50 b/w illustr. ISBN: 978-

0712358576. £50. A tribute to Dr 

Peter Beale, founding editor of 

English Manuscripts Studies 1100-

1700. Contents: Julia Boffey, ‘The 

English Verse of Robert Fabyan’; 

A. S. G. Edwards, ‘Print and Manu-

script: The Text and Canon of Sur-

rey’s Lyric Verse’; Henry Woud-

huysen, ‘Sir Philip Sidney’s Astro-

phil and Stella Abbreviated: A Note 

on Rowland Woodward’; Paul E. J. 

Hammer, ‘“Like droppes of colde 

water caste into the flame”: Lord 

Henry Howard’s notes on the fall of 

the Earl of Essex’; Katherine Dun-

can-Jones, ‘Poetry and Poets in 

http://www.brepols.net/Pages/BrowseBySeries.aspx?TreeSeries=HMPMA
http://www.brepols.net/Pages/BrowseBySeries.aspx?TreeSeries=HMPMA
http://www.brepols.net/Pages/BrowseBySeries.aspx?TreeSeries=HMPMA
http://www.brepols.net/Pages/BrowseBySeries.aspx?TreeSeries=HMPMA
http://www.museumplantinmoretus.be/
http://romanlegaltradition.org/contents/2012/
http://romanlegaltradition.org/contents/2012/
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John Lane’s “The corrected Histo-

rie of Gwy Earle of Warwick” 

(1621)’; John Pitcher, ‘Margaret, 

Countess of Cumberland’s Prayse 

of Private Life, presented by Sam-

uel Daniel’; Grace Ioppolo, ‘Creat-

ing the First Early Modern English 

Theatre History Archive: Edward 

Alleyn, William Cartwright and 

British Library, Egerton MS 1994’; 

Heather Wolfe, ‘“Neatly sealed, 

with silk, and Spanish wax or oth-

erwise”: the practice of letter-

locking with silk floss in early 

modern England’; Steven W. May, 

‘Samuel Watts’s Anthology’; S. P. 

Cerasano, ‘Of Minstrels, Mastiffs, 

and Mole-catchers: Collier’s Gath-

ering of Theatrical Papers’; Arthur 

F. Marotti, ‘Rare or Unique Poems 

in British Library Sloane MS 1446’; 

Hilton Kelliher, ‘Foreign Piracies of 

the First Defence: A New Letter to 

Milton’; Margaret J. M. Ezell, ‘The 

Exemplary Wife: Anna Cromwell 

Williams’s Book of Secrets’; Alan 

H. Nelson, ‘Manuscripts from the 

1682 Sale of Richard Smith’s Li-

brary’. 

Katalog der griechischen Hand-

schriften der Bayerischen Staats-

bibliothek München Band 4: Codi-

ces graeci Monacenses 181-265, 

Kerstin Hajdú (Catalogus codicum 

manu scriptorum Bibliothecae 

Monacensis, Tomus 2,4; Wies-

baden: Harrassowitz, 2012). 592 

pp., 124 illustr. ISBN: 978-3-447-

06725-6. €174. For further details 

of the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek’s 

Greek manuscripts cataloguing pro-

ject see also www.manuscripta-

mediaevalia.de/info/ project-

info/muenchen-griechisch.html. 

Livres et écritures en français et en 

occitan au XIIe siècle. Catalogue 

illustré, Maria Careri, Christine 

Ruby & Ian Short (Scritture e libri 

del Medioevo, 8 ; Roma, Viella, 

2011). lviii-278 pp., 188 b/w illustr. 

ISBN: 9788883346828. €60. 

London. A history in maps, Peter 

Barber (London: British Library & 

London Topographical Society, 

2012). 400 pp., 400+ col. illustr. 

£30. ISBN 9780712358798. 

Love and Devotion from Persia and 

Beyond, Susan Scollay (Oxford: 

Bodleian Library, 2012). 240 pp., 

135 col. illustr. ISBN: 

9781851242788. £40. Published to 

coincide with the major exhibition 

recently held at the Bodleian Li-

brary, the book presents full-page 

reproductions of more than 130 fo-

lios from illustrated manuscripts 

and works from the collections of 

the Bodleian Libraries, University 

of Oxford, and from the State Li-

brary of Victoria in Melbourne, 

Australia, many reproduced for the 

first time. 

‘Manuscripts and the Monasteries’, 

Ceridwen Lloyd-Morgan, pp. 209-

27 in Janet Burton & Karen Stöber 

(eds), Monastic Wales: New Ap-

proaches (Cardiff: University of 

Wales Press, 2013), 274 pp., illustr. 

ISBN: 978 07083 2582 7. £80. 

Manuscript Painting in Thirteenth-

Century Flanders. Bruges, Ghent 

and the Circle of the Counts, K. 

Carlvant (Turnhout: Brepols, 2013), 

IX+542 pp., 280 b/w+19 col. illustr. 

ISBN: 978-1-905375-67-7. €125. 

The Material Letter in Early Mod-

ern England. Manuscript letters 

and the culture and practices of let-

http://www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/info/%20projectinfo/muenchen-griechisch.html
http://www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/info/%20projectinfo/muenchen-griechisch.html
http://www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/info/%20projectinfo/muenchen-griechisch.html
http://www.bodleianbookshop.co.uk/results.asp?AUB=Susan%20Scollay&TAG=&CID=
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ter writing, 1512-1635, James Day-

bell, (Basingstoke: Palgrave Mac-

millan, 2012). 357 pp. ISBN: 978 

0230 222694. £55/US $85. 

Medieval Maps of the Holy Land, P. 

D. A. Harvey (London: British Li-

brary, 2012). 208 pp., 50 col.+25 

b/w illustr. ISBN: 978 0712 

358248. £50. 

Medieval and Renaissance Manu-

scripts in the Princeton University 

Library, Don C. Skemer, with con-

tributions by Adelaide Bennett, 

Jean F. Preston, William P. Stone-

man, and the Index of Christian Art 

(2 vols., Princeton University Press, 

2013). 1224 pp., 393 col. illustr. 

ISBN: 9780691157504. $250/£175. 

(For details of the related confer-

ence, see p. 8 above). 

The Old Library, Trinity College 

Dublin, 1712–2012, ed. W. E. 

Vaughan (Dublin, Four Courts 

Press, 2013). 480 pp; 250 col. & 

b/w illustr. ISBN: 978-1-84682-

377-0. €50/£45. Celebrates the ter-

centenary of the laying of the foun-

dation stone in May 1712. Includes 

essays on specific books and MSS 

(Book of Kells, Kelmscott Chaucer, 

Annals of Ulster, Brut chronicle, 

Fagel Missal), collections and ar-

chives (Beckett, Davitt, Pollard, 

1641 Depositions, Cuala Press, 

Harry Clarke), individuals associ-

ated with the library (Claudius Gil-

bert, Jonathan Swift, James 

Stephens), maps, drawings, chil-

dren’s books, music, exhibitions 

held in the library, the second-hand 

book sale, the printed catalogue and 

the conservation laboratory. 

(www.fourcourtspress.ie). 

Opening up Middle English Manu-

scripts. Literary and Visual Ap-

proaches, Kathryn Kerby-Fulton, 

Maidie Hilmo & Linda Olson 

(Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 

Press, 2012) 416 pp., 205 col. il-

lustr. ISBN 978-0-8014-7830-7. 

Pbk £27.95/US $45. 

The Parliament Rolls of Medieval 

England, 1275-1504, various edi-

tors (Woodbridge: Boydell & 

Brewer, 2012), 16 vols, £60 each.  

Printing and Prophecy. Prognosti-

cation and Media Change, 1450-

1550, Jonathan Green (Ann Arbor, 

University of Michigan Press, 

2011). 265 pp. ISBN 978-0-472-

11783-3. $70. Distributed in UK by 

Eurospan, £59.95. 

Psalterium Suthantoniense, ed. P. Ó 

Néill (Turnhout: Brepols, 2013). 

c+456 pp., 4 col. illustr., ISBN: 

978-2-503-53601-9. €300. 

Re-Making the Margin. The Master 

of the David Scenes and Flemish 

Manuscript Painting around 1500, 

A.M. As-Vijvers (Turnhout: Bre-

pols, 2013). 786pp., 355 b/w + 72 

col. illustr. ISBN: 978-2-503-

51684-4. €170. 

Une renaissance. L’art entre 

Flandre et Champagne, 1150-1250 

(Paris, Réunion des musées natio-

naux – Grand Palais, 2013). 208 

pp., 227 illustr.  €34. Catalogue of 

the exhibition at the Musée de 

Cluny (see p. 15). 

Richard II and the English Royal 

Treasure, Jenny Stratford (Wood-

bridge: Boydell Press, 2013). 528 

pp., 61 illustr. ISBN 978 1843 833 

789. £95. An edition and explora-

tion of Richard II’s treasure roll 

(TNA, E101/409/11), which lists 

the gold and silver from England 

and France which Richard II had 
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amassed by the end of his reign in 

1399, and other documents.  

**Special 25% discount for 

AMARC Members**: £71.25 + 

postage (£3 in the UK, £7.50 per 

copy in Europe, to a max. of £30, or 

£13.50 per copy outside Europe).  

Order online at 

www.boydellandbrewer.com, tel. 

01394 610 615 or by post to Boy-

dell & Brewer, PO Box 9, Wood-

bridge, Suffolk IP12 3DF; quote 

ref. 13042. Offer ends 30 June 

2013.  

Le Roman de la rose, l’art d’aimer 

au Moyen Âge, Marie-Hélène Tes-

nière & Nathalie Coilly (Paris, Édi-

tions de la BnF, 2012). 196 pp, 120 

illustr. ISBN: 9782717725223. €30. 

(Catalogue of the exhibition held at 

the Bibliothèque de l’Arsenal from 

Nov. 2012 to Feb. 2013). 

Société, économie, administration 

dans le Code Théodosien, S. Cro-

giez-Petréquin and P. Jaillette 

(Lille: Presses Universitaires du 

Septentrion, 2012). 560 pp. ISBN: 

13 978-2-7574-0392-1. (Includes R. 

W. B. Salway, ‘The publication of 

the Theodosian Code and transmis-

sion of its text: some observations’ 

(pp. 21-61); S. Corcoran, ‘Emperors 

and Caesariani inside and outside 

the Code’ (pp. 265-284). 

Runes: A Handbook, Michael P. 

Barnes (Woodbridge: Boydell & 

Brewer, 2012), 256 pp. ISBN: 

9781843837787. £45. 

Songbook. How lyrics became po-

etry in Medieval Europe, Marisa 

Galvez (University of Chicago 

Press, 2012), 281 pp. ISBN: 978 

0226 28051 6.$35. Distributed in 

the UK by Wiley, £22.50. (Study of 

the shift from oral to written trans-

mission; includes case study of the 

Manessische Liederhandschrift and 

other major MSS). 

Suave Mechanicals: Essays on the 

History of Bookbinding, vol. 1, ed. 

Julia Miller (Legacy Press, 2013) 

534 pp., 485 illustr., with additional 

images on DVD. ISBN: 

9780979797453. $85. Contents: 

Evyn Kropf, ‘Historical Repair, Re-

cycling, and Recovering Phenom-

ena in the Islamic Bindings of the 

University of Michigan Library’; 

Sylvie Merian, ‘Protection against 

the Evil Eye? Votive Offerings on 

Armenian Manuscript Bindings’; 

Chela Metzger, ‘Colonial Blank-

books in the Winterthur Library’; 

Robert Milevski, ‘A Primer on 

Signed Bindings’; Julia Miller, ‘Not 

Just Another Beautiful Book: A 

Typology of American Scaleboard 

Bindings’; Jeffrey Peachey, ‘Beat-

ing, Rolling, and Pressing: The 

Compression of Signatures in 

Bookbinding Prior to Sewing’; 

Martha Romero, ‘European Influ-

ence in the Binding of Mexican 

Printed Books of the Sixteenth Cen-

tury’; Jennifer Rosner, ‘Papier-

Mâché Bindings: “Shining in Black 

and Gorgeous with Pearl and 

Gold”’; John Townsend, ‘The 1715 

Mohawk Prayer Book: A Study of 

Six Copies in Colonial American 

Scaleboard Bindings’. See 

http://www. thelegacypress.com/ 

SuaveMechanicalsVol1_page.html. 

UK distribution: Alan Isaac Rare 

Books (http://aibooks.co.uk/).  

The Taymouth Hours, Kathryn A. 

Smith (London: British Library, 

2012). 256 pp., 12 col. and 180 b/w 

illustr. + DVD. ISBN: 

9780712358699. £50. 

http://www.boydellandbrewer.com/
http://www.thelegacypress.com/SuaveMechanicalsVol1_page.html
http://www.thelegacypress.com/SuaveMechanicalsVol1_page.html
http://aibooks.co.uk/


AMARC Newsletter no. 60 May 2013 

 

 27 

 

The Written Word in the Medieval 

Arabic Lands. A social and cultural 

history of our reading practices. 

(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 

Press, 2012). 234 pp. ISBN: 978 0 

7486 4256 4. £75/US $105. 

 

Electronic Publications 

Hebrew Codicology  

Hebrew Codicology: Historical and 

Comparative Typology of Hebrew 

Medieval Codices based on the 

Documentation of the Extant Dated 

Manuscripts in Quantitative Ap-

proach, by Malachi Beit-Arie, is 

now available on the website of the 

National Library of Israel. At pre-

sent the text is available in Hebrew 

alone, but chapters and the main 

sub-chapters are listed in English: 

http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebre

w/collections/manuscripts/hebrew_

codicology/Pages/default.aspx. 

Lefort & Cochez on-line 

L. Th. Lefort & J. Cochez, Album 

palaeographicum codicum Graeco-

rum minusculis litteris saec. IX et X 

certo tempore scriptorum, accedunt 

quaedam exempla codicum saec. 

XI-XVI (Leuven, beheer van Phi-

lologische Studiën, 1932, Katho-

lieke Universiteit te Leuven, Phi-

lologische Studiën, Albumreeks, n° 

1) is now available in electronic 

form on Pyle. A Gateway to Greek 

Manuscripts, at: 

www.pyle.unicas.it/10_Lefort_  

Cochez.html. 

 

WEBSITES & ONLINE  

RESOURCES 

New Virtual Library of Medieval 

Manuscripts in French Libraries: 

Bibliothèque virtuelle des manus-

crits médiévaux (BVMM) 

http://bvmm.irht.cnrs.fr 

Available from 3 April 2013, the 

BVMM, or virtual library of me-

dieval manuscripts in French librar-

ies, contains reproductions of a 

large selection of medieval and 

early Renaissance manuscripts. It 

has been developed by the Institut 

de recherche et d’histoire des texts 

in Paris (IRHT-CNRS). Since its 

foundation in 1937, IRHT has ac-

cumulated microfilms of manu-

scripts worldwide for research pur-

poses. Since 1979, in partnership 

with the Ministry of Culture, the 

Ministry of Higher Education and 

participating libraries, IRHT has 

systematically photographed over 

14,000 medieval manuscripts in li-

braries throughout France, except-

ing the Bibliothèque nationale de 

France. 

These reproductions are being pro-

gressively converted for consulta-

tion in the BVMM, which also re-

groups the extracts already visible 

on the sites devoted to illumination: 

Liber Floridus and Enluminures. 

The BVMM allows the user not 

only to consult manuscripts, but 

also set images aside, and then 

compare different manuscripts in 

the same window. It is part of an 

interlinked circuit of resources pro-

duced by IRHT. MEDIUM is the 

database that manages all reproduc-

tions at IRHT and provides the ba-

sic catalogue information in the 

BVMM. INITIALE is the catalogue 

of illuminated manuscripts (dating, 

localisation, iconography, bibliog-

raphy). In future it will be possible 

to link up with other internal or ex-

http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebrew/collections/manuscripts/hebrew_codicology/Pages/default.aspx
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebrew/collections/manuscripts/hebrew_codicology/Pages/default.aspx
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebrew/collections/manuscripts/hebrew_codicology/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.pyle.unicas.it/10_Lefort_
http://bvmm.irht.cnrs.fr/
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ternal databases, such as JONAS, 

Catalogue collectif de France 

(CCFr), Calames, etc. Another ma-

jor advantage of the BVMM is that 

will give texts the same importance 

as illumination. Sixty French insti-

tutions are participating in the 

launching of the BVMM on the 

web. The site currently contains 

more than 1000 manuscripts repro-

duced in their entirety in colour, 

600 others in black and white, as 

well as partial coverage of 4200 il-

luminated manuscripts and in-

cunables. The virtual bookshelves 

will fill up as agreements are 

reached with holding libraries. The 

BVMM also welcomes ‘external’ 

libraries and contains reproductions 

of 100 manuscripts in the Staatsbib-

liothek in Berlin and certain private 

collections, thus providing an ex-

ceptional research tool giving ac-

cess to an immense corpus of texts 

and images from the medieval 

world. 

InScribe:  

Palaeography Learning Materials 
InScribe is a new online training 

platform for the study of Palaeogra-

phy and Manuscript Studies devel-

oped by several of the institutes 

within the School of Advanced 

Study (including the Institute of 

Historical Research and Institute of 

English Studies), with support from 

Senate House Library and Exeter 

Cathedral Library & Archives. De-

vised by Prof Michelle Brown (IES) 

and Dr Jane Winters (IHR), In-

Scribe aims to support the teaching 

of Palaeography and Manuscript 

Studies at a postgraduate level. 

At present we are releasing the in-

troductory module which presents 

some basic notions about Palaeog-

raphy and provides an overview of 

the evolution of script in the medie-

val period (with particular reference 

to the English context). Similarly, it 

gives students the chance to tran-

scribe text from a selection of 

newly digitised manuscripts from 

Senate House Library and Exeter 

Cathedral Library & Archives. 

Later in the year, new modules will 

be released that will provide ad-

vanced training on Diplomatic, 

Script and Translation, Codicology 

and Illumination. The introductory 

module is free of charge. 

For more information visit: 

www.history.ac.uk/research-

training/courses/online-

palaeography). 

Sale catalogues on-line  
http://bibliologiemedievale.wordpre

ss.com/catalogues/ 

The website Bibliologie Médiévale: 

Le livre manuscrit au Moyen Âge 

has launched a very useful new list-

ing of digitised sale catalogues, 

from the 18th to the 21st century, 

containing medieval manuscripts. 

Among the most recent auctions 

included in Catalogues de vente 

numérisés contenant des manuscrits 

médiévaux are Sotheby’s (London 

and New York), 2001-12, and 

Christie’s, London & Paris, 2008-

12, including sales of items from 

the erstwhile Bibliotheca Arcana 

(Ritman Library) of Amsterdam. 

Book of Kells for iPad 
Launched in December 2012, this 

high-resolution version of the 

complete manuscript is now avail-

able to download to iPads from the 

App Store. 
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Manuscripta Mediaevalia 

http://www.manuscripta-

mediae-

valia.de/info/materialien.html 

The site now provides, among other 

features, a survey in pdf form of 

catalogues of western manuscripts, 

published in Germany since 1991 

(www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de 

/hs/katalogseiten/HSKRICH_a63_j

pg.htm).  

Mapping the Medieval Country-

side:  

Places, People, and Properties in 

the Inquisitions Post Mortem 

http://www.inquisitionspostmortem.

ac.uk/ 

Mapping the Medieval Countryside 

is a major research project dedi-

cated to the online publication of 

medieval English inquisitions post 

mortem (IPMs). 

These inquisitions, which recorded 

the lands held at their deaths by 

tenants of the crown, comprise the 

most extensive and important body 

of source material for landholding 

in medieval England. They describe 

the lands held by thousands of 

families, from nobles to peasants, 

and are a key source for the history 

of almost every settlement in Eng-

land (and of many in Wales). They 

are indispensable to local and fam-

ily historians as well as to academic 

specialists in areas as diverse as 

agrarian history and political soci-

ety. 

Included in the publication is a 

searchable English translation of 

the IPMs covering the periods 1236 

to 1447 and 1485 to 1509. For the 

years 1399 to 1447 the text will be 

enhanced to enable sophisticated 

analysis and mapping of the inquisi-

tions’ contents. The online texts 

will be accompanied by a wealth of 

commentary and interpretation to 

enable all potential users to exploit 

this source easily and effectively. 

The project is funded by the Arts 

and Humanities Research Council 

and is a collaboration between the 

University of Winchester and the 

Department of Digital Humanities 

at King’s College London. The pro-

ject uses five volumes of the Cal-

endars of Inquisitions Post Mortem, 

gen. ed. Christine Carpenter, xxii-

xxvi  (The Boydell Press, Wood-

bridge, 2003-11, £195) with kind 

permission from The Boydell Press. 

BnF’s Bibliography of Medieval 

MSS 

The Manuscripts Department of 

the Bibliothèque nationale de 

France maintains a collection of 

offprints of articles that are listed 

in the online BnF general cata-

logue and regularly updates its bib-

liography of publications on its 

medieval manuscripts. Started in 

1939, and available in both hard-

copy and electronic format, it now 

has more than 170,000 biblio-

graphic references on medieval 

manuscripts in Latin, Greek and to 

a lesser degree in modern lan-

guages. In 2008, these records 

were converted and added to the 

online catalogue BnF archives and 

manuscripts at 

http://archivesetmanuscrits.bnf. 

They appear as links to Gallica or 

are included in the item descrip-

tion. To help keep the bibliography 

updated, scholars are invited to 

send all offprints of articles (or 

bibliographic references) to:  

http://www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/info/materialien.html
http://www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/info/materialien.html
http://www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/info/materialien.html
http://www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/
http://www.inquisitionspostmortem.ac.uk/
http://www.inquisitionspostmortem.ac.uk/
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/
http://www.winchester.ac.uk/
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/ddh/
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/ddh/
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/ddh/
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Bibliothèque nationale de France, 

Département des manuscrits, 5 rue 

Vivienne, 75002 Paris, France, or 

e-mail them in pdf or other elec-

tronic format to: charlotte.denoel 

@bnf.fr. 

Manuscripts at Trinity College 

Dublin 

http://manuscriptsattrinity.wordpres

s.com/ 

This new blog gives regular updates 

of news and events from the Manu-

scripts & Archives Research Li-

brary (M&ARL) at Trinity College 

Dublin. Recent posts include a note 

on the symbols of the Four Evan-

gelists in the Book of Kells; and 

further information about a coat of 

arms in a 15th-century Italian bre-

viary (MS 11423), acquired last 

year. 

The British Library’s Digitised 

Manuscripts Website: An Update 

on Progress 

See illustration, p. 35.  

Work has been underway to move 

more of the British Library’s most 

famous and valuable western manu-

scripts to the Library’s Digitised 

Manuscripts website, 

http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts. This 

is progressing on schedule and 55 

high-grade manuscripts have re-

cently been made available in full 

online. In addition, further manu-

scripts featured in the Library’s 

Royal Manuscripts: The Genius of 

Illumination, held in the winter of 

2011-2012, have been added, mak-

ing 78 manuscripts from the exhibi-

tion available online. In the coming 

months, another 120 high-grade 

manuscripts will be made available 

on the site. There will then be full 

coverage of around one thousand 

medieval western manuscripts on 

the site, including 550 Greek manu-

scripts and 150 medieval scientific 

and medical manuscripts from ear-

lier projects. 

The Digitised Manuscripts website 

has proved very successful, and 

popular both with researchers and 

users of the Manuscripts Reading 

Room and with members of the 

general public. Six of the manu-

scripts from the most recent project 

were featured were publicised in an 

article in the Financial Times on 9 

February, and images are available 

on the FT’s website.  

Digitisation also has clear preserva-

tion benefits for the manuscripts. 

The British Library has found that 

many users can answer their re-

search questions online, without 

needing to consult the manuscripts 

in the Reading Room. 

Virtual Manuscript Library of 

Switzerland: e-codices 

(www.e-codices.unifr.ch/) 

Collaboration with the musicologist 

Prof. Dr. Stefan Morent, musicolo-

gist in Tübingen has led to the dig-

itisation of the famous Einsiedeln 

manuscript Codex 121, which con-

tains the world’s oldest fully pre-

served and neumed antiphonary for 

mass, but also led to a separate pro-

ject, e-sequence (www.e-

sequence.eu/). This provides an 

audiovisual digital representation of 

the Sequences of Notker Balbulus 

(d. 912), which enables the user to 

read the oldest manuscripts with 

neumed musical notation, devel-

oped in the 9th century, and simul-

taneously listen to a recording that 

was reconstructed through careful 

study of the sources. This project 

mailto:charlotte.denoel@bnf.fr
mailto:charlotte.denoel@bnf.fr
http://manuscriptsattrinity.wordpress.com/
http://manuscriptsattrinity.wordpress.com/
http://manuscriptsattrinity.wordpress.com/
http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts
http://www.e-sequence.eu/
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was supported by the Accentus 

Foundation and the Ernst Göhner 

Foundation; it is a joint project of e-

codices, the Abbey Library of St. 

Gall, the University of Tübingen 

and the Südwestdeutscher Rund-

funk 2 (SWR2). The completion of 

the Mellon sub-project (www.e-

codices.unifr.ch/en/list/ subpro-

ject/mellon) marks the end of 5 

years of support from the Andrew 

W. Mellon Foundation. Since 2008, 

this support has made possible not 

only the digitization and the provi-

sion of digital access to 400 manu-

scripts - 246 from the Abbey Li-

brary of St. Gall - but also a new 

web application. The St. Gall lot-

tery fund supported the presentation 

of 30 medieval manuscripts from 

the Abbey Library of St. Gall 

(www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/ 

list/subproject/stgall_lotterie), with 

further support from the Andrew 

W. Mellon Foundation. Among 

these manuscripts is a 12th-century 

breviary from Disentis Abbey, one 

of the few medieval manuscripts 

from this monastery which dates 

back to the early 8th century. Also 

included are 16 Carolingian manu-

scripts, predominantly from the 

Abbey of St. Gall. With this, the 

project to provide digital access to 

all of the Abbey Library of St. 

Gall’s Carolingian manuscripts has 

been essentially completed. 

 

MSS & ARCHIVES NEWS 

Prince Henry as a Weeping Boy:  

A Royal Treasure found at the 

National Library of Wales 

Article by Dr Maredudd ap Huw, 

Manuscripts Librarian at the NLW, 

on his recent research into the his-

tory of the Vaux Passional.  

One of the earliest and most re-

markable depictions of the prince 

who was to become king Henry 

VIII has been discovered at the Na-

tional Library of Wales in Aberyst-

wyth. Poignantly, he is shown as a 

mourning 11-year old boy, weeping 

at the empty death-bed of his 

mother. A new interpretation of MS 

Peniarth 482D, a late 15th-century 

French manuscript donated to the 

Library by philanthropists Miss 

Gwendoline and Miss Margaret 

Davies of Gregynog in 1921, sug-

gests that the volume is a long-lost 

item from the royal library of king 

Henry VII. 

The manuscript contains an illumi-

nation showing the presentation of a 

volume to a monarch (see illustra-

tion on back cover). Two girls 

wearing black head-dresses are 

shown in the background, together 

with a young boy weeping at a 

black-draped bed. Preliminary in-

vestigations suggest that these 

background figures may be the 13-

year old Princess Margaret (later 

wife of James IV of Scotland), 7-

year old Princess Mary (later wife 

of Louis XII of France), and 11-

year old Prince Henry (later king 

Henry VIII), shortly after the death 

of their mother in February 1503. 

As if to reinforce the theme of be-

reavement, the manuscript contains 

two French texts: La Passion de 

Nostre Seigneur, inviting believers 

to meditate on the sufferings of 

Christ during his arrest, trial, Cruci-

fixion and Resurrection, and Le mi-

roir de la mort by Georges Chastel-

lain, a poetic invitation to meditate 

on the futility of worldly pleasures 

in the face of certain death. 

http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/list/%20subproject/mellon
http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/list/%20subproject/mellon
http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/list/%20subproject/mellon
http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/list/subproject/stgall_lotterie
http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/list/subproject/stgall_lotterie
http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/%20list/subproject/stgall_lotterie
http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/%20list/subproject/stgall_lotterie
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The volume is illuminated with 34 

large, Flemish-style miniatures. 

Alas, two heraldic decorations in 

the manuscript (on folios 40 and 

51) are yet to be identified, and fur-

ther research may determine by 

whom the volume was originally 

commissioned. It was later owned 

by Lady Joan Guildford (née Vaux, 

d. 1538), who served in the house-

hold of Queen Elizabeth of York, 

and acted as ‘lady governess’ to the 

royal princesses Margaret and Mary 

Tudor, who called her ‘Mother 

Guildford’. Her deposition on the 

consummation of the marriage of 

Prince Arthur and Katherine of 

Aragon formed part of king Henry 

VIII’s case for his first divorce. 

Joan’s husband, Sir Richard Guild-

ford, and their son Sir Henry Guild-

ford, served as Comptrollers of the 

Royal Household.  

It seems that the present manuscript 

remained in the hands of Lady 

Joan’s family, Vaux of Harrowden, 

throughout the 16th century, and 

was hidden when that family be-

came Recusants and supporters of 

the Gunpowder Plot. It passed into 

the library of Sir Kenelm Digby 

(1603-65), and later travelled by 

descent to Wales, and to the library 

at Peniarth, Merioneth, before being 

purchased for the National Library. 

Peniarth 482D is one of a few me-

dieval manuscripts at the National 

Library of Wales to retain its origi-

nal binding. It is bound in wooden 

boards, covered with crimson vel-

vet, and retains the marks of brass 

bosses. It was probably bound in 

London at the beginning of the 16th 

century. 

The newly-named Vaux Passional 

has been digitised, and the complete 

manuscript is available online at the 

National Library of Wales’s ‘Digi-

tal Mirror’ website: 

http://www.llgc.org.uk/index.php?i

d=5926. 

The Women’s Library, London, 

moves to LSE 

Originally known as the Fawcett 

Library, the Women’s Library is the 

UK’s main library and archive de-

voted to women’s history and the 

women’s movement, especially 

concentrating on Britain in the 19th 

and 20th centuries. Following Lon-

don Metropolitan University’s deci-

sion no longer to support the Wom-

en’s Library, the LSE took over 

custodianship of the library and ar-

chive in January 2013 and has re-

branded it as the Women’s Library 

@ LSE.  

The Library closed at the London 

Metropolitan site in March and the 

collections will remain closed until 

the summer. Reader services will 

resume from 1 August 2013, oper-

ating temporarily from the LSE Li-

brary’s Archives Reading Room, 

until the promised new, dedicated 

Research Reading Room is opened. 

The archive and museum collec-

tions will be available from August 

2013, books, periodicals, pamphlets 

and other printed materials from 

September 2013. Public access to 

all the collections will be free. Be-

fore visiting, readers are strongly 

advised to contact staff by e-mail 

(thewomenslibrary@lse.ac.uk). 

All the collections will be kept in 

suitable storage on-site. As well as 

the new Reading Room there will 

eventually be a refurbished teaching 

http://www.llgc.org.uk/index.php?id=5926
http://www.llgc.org.uk/index.php?id=5926
mailto:thewomenslibrary@lse.ac.uk
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room where documents can be used 

by schoolchildren, researchers and 

members of the public. There will 

also be an exhibition space adjacent 

to the Research Reading Room. For 

up-to-date information visit: 

www2.lse.ac.uk/library/newsandinf

ormation/womenslibraryatLSE/hom

e. aspx.  

 

School of Scottish Studies 

Concern was expressed earlier this 

year about Edinburgh University’s 

plans to separate the renowned ar-

chive collections of the School of 

Scottish Studies from its associated 

libraries and from the teaching and 

research of the Department of 

Celtic and Scottish Studies. The in-

ternationally respected archive, 

which celebrated its 60th birthday 

last year, houses thousands of hours 

of field-recordings in Scots, Gaelic 

and English from all over Scotland. 

This makes it one of the most pre-

cious repositories of Scottish cul-

tural history in the country. It also 

contains valuable manuscripts, pho-

tos, video footage and surveys, 

along with thousands of books in 

the Celtic and Scottish Studies li-

braries which are used daily by stu-

dents, researchers and the general 

public. 

As part of a plan to combine all the 

departments in the School of Litera-

tures, Language and Cultures in one 

building, the university proposed to 

move the Department of Celtic and 

Scottish Studies from its current 

home in 27-29 George Square to a 

new facility at 50 George Square in 

the spring of 2014. No new location 

was offered for the Archive. As part 

of the plan, Celtic and Scottish 

Studies library resources were ear-

marked for dispersal to various lo-

cations on and off campus, making 

much of the material inaccessible.  

A further concern was the already 

inadequate staffing levels, and the 

potential loss of skilled, knowl-

edgeable staff. 

Following a passionate, well-

organised campaign, led by students 

at the Department of Celtic and 

Scottish Studies, the University is-

sued a press release saying that 

£350,000 would be earmarked to 

make the buildings accessible and 

that the archives and the libraries 

and study spaces could stay in situ 

until funds are raised for a dedi-

cated new Centre for the archives, 

but there is as yet no resolution re-

garding the future location of aca-

demic staff and teaching. For in-

formation and updates see 

http://scottishstudiescampaign.word

press.com/. 

 

Library Fire in Parma  
The Palatina Library in Parma has 

suffered a fire and is currently 

closed for urgent repair work on the 

electric and safety systems. An ap-

peal has been made for contribu-

tions to assist the work and help en-

sure the library reopens as soon as 

possible. For information see 

www.reopenpalatina.org/reopen/en/ 

 

Stolen MS from Hildesheim  

reappears 

A valuable medieval manuscript 

which was removed from the hold-

ings of the Dombibliothek Hilde-

sheim (diocesan library, www. 

dombibliothek-hildesheim.de), 

probably after 1976, has been of-

fered for sale by a private collector, 

http://www2.lse.ac.uk/library/newsandinformation/womenslibraryatLSE/home
http://www2.lse.ac.uk/library/newsandinformation/womenslibraryatLSE/home
http://www2.lse.ac.uk/library/newsandinformation/womenslibraryatLSE/home
http://scottishstudiescampaign.wordpress.com/
http://scottishstudiescampaign.wordpress.com/
http://www.reopenpalatina.org/reopen/en/
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it was announced in early March. 

The Missale Hildesiense is a 14th-

century codex from Braunschweig, 

containing 305 written folios, with 

decorated initials, some with minia-

tures. The Dombibliothek has in-

formed the authorities and filed 

charges. See also 

http://archiv.twoday.net/stories/310

883255/comment. 

 

Timbuktu Manuscripts 

Since Islamist militants, who had 

taken control of Timbuktu in April 

2012, were driven out of urban cen-

tres in northern Mali by French-led 

forces earlier this year, there have 

been conflicting reports about the 

thousands of manuscripts held in 

the new, South African-funded, 

Ahmed Baba Institute, Timbuktu, 

some of which date back to the 10th 

century. However, the majority of 

the manuscripts in the institute ap-

pear to have been saved, because 

most of the manuscripts were being 

stored in another building on the 

other side of the town or had been 

taken to safety in good time. In re-

cent years, moreover, thousands of 

the library’s documents have been 

restored and digitised. Nonetheless, 

it is feared that about 2,000 manu-

scripts out of the 30,000-40,000 in 

Timbuktu may have been lost dur-

ing the unrest.  

See www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-

africa-21300777, and updates at 

www.tombouctoumanuscripts.org/. 

 

Threat to Conservation Training 

in Greece 
In the wake of economic problems, 

the Department for the Protection 

and Conservation of Cultural Heri-

tage in Zakynthos (Zante), Greece, 

of the Technological Educational 

Institute of the Ionian Islands is 

threatened with closure by the 

Greek Ministry of Education. This 

follows the closure of several 

courses throughout Europe over the 

last few years and job cuts in muse-

ums, libraries and institutions, put-

ting our cultural heritage at greater 

risk. An e-petition has been 

launched at: 

www.ipetitions.com/petition/greek-

conservation-department-at-stake/. 

 

A New Hans Andersen MS 

The manuscript of an early work by 

the Danish writer Hans Christian 

Andersen (1805-75) has come to 

light in the archives of Funen (the 

island where Andersen was born). It 

was identified by a historian, Esben 

Brage, who came across it in Octo-

ber 2012 at the bottom of an archive 

box. The manuscript is dedicated to 

a Mme Bunkeflod, a widow whom 

the writer visited, read to and bor-

rowed books from as a child, and it 

contains a short story entitled ‘The 

Tallow Candle’, thought to have 

been written in the 1820s. It appears 

to be a fair copy of a lost original. 

For further details see: 

www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-

europe-20706230. 

http://archiv.twoday.net/stories/310883255/comment
http://archiv.twoday.net/stories/310883255/comment
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-21300777
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-21300777
http://www.tombouctoumanuscripts.org/
http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/greek-conservation-department-at-stake/
http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/greek-conservation-department-at-stake/
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THE SILOS APOCALYPSE 

 

Beatus of Liébana’s Commentary on the Apocalypse (British Library, MS 

Add. 11695, f. 111r). An angel emerges from the sun with a cross in his hand 

to mark the 144,000 chosen ones, with an inscription ‘angelum ascendens ab 

ortu solis habens signum Dei’; the four winds in the corners (Revelation 7:1-3). 

One of the items now available on the BL’s Digitised Manuscripts website (see 

report, p. 30). 

© By kind permission of the British Library. 
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THE WEEPING BOY 
 

 
 

The Vaux Passional (MS Peniarth 482D), f. 9.  

See article by Maredudd ap Huw, p. 31. 

© Trwy garedigrwydd Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru/By kind permission of the 

National Library of Wales. 


