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THE RETURN OF THE NATIVE 
 

 
 

This 14th-century manuscript of the Welsh laws of Hywel Dda, formerly in 

Boston, Mass., was sold at Sotheby’s, London, in July 2012, and has now 

been successfully repatriated to Aberystwyth. See report by Maredudd ap 

Huw, p. 16. 
© Trwy garedigrwydd Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru / By kind permission of the 

National Library of Wales. 
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AMARC MEMBERSHIP 
Membership can be personal or in-

stitutional. Institutional members 

receive two copies of mailings, 

have triple voting rights, and may 

send staff to meetings at the mem-

bers’ rate. Details and application  

forms are available from: 

www.amarc.org.uk. 

Enquiries about membership should 

be addressed to the Membership 

Secretary: 

Ms Rachel Freeman 

AMARC Membership Secretary 

The Church of England Record 

Centre, 15 Galleywall Road 

London SE6 3PB 

E-mail: rachel.freeman@ chur-

chofengland.org. 

Please make sure that Rachel 

Freeman has your correct e-mail 

address. 

Annual subscription rates (April–

March) are:  

Personal Membership: £10 

Institutional Membership: £30 

(For non-sterling cheques, please 

add £7 extra to cover bank charges). 

Please send your payment to: 

Dr Michael Stansfield 

AMARC Treasurer 

c/o Durham University Library 

Palace Green 

Durham DH1 3RN. 

Payment by standing order is wel-

comed. Forms can be obtained from 

the Membership Secretary or 

Treasurer and are also available on 

the website. If more members with 

UK bank accounts could pay by 

standing order it would considera-

bly decrease the amount of time 

spent on administration. 

AMARC GRANTS 

and how to apply for them 

The Association can currently offer 

modest funding to enterprises that 

both: 

 bring AMARC and its activities 

to a wider audience and 

 support the stated aim of 

AMARC: to promote the acces-

sibility, preservation and ar-

chives of all periods in libraries 

and other research collections in 

Great Britain and Ireland. 

AMARC therefore invites applica-

tions from fully paid-up individual 

or institutional members for sterling 

grants in areas such as the follow-

ing: 

 Help in defraying the costs of 

holding conferences and work-

shops. 

 Support for small projects such 

as the web-publication of un-

published catalogues of manu-

scripts. 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/
mailto:rachel.freeman@%20churchofengland.org
mailto:rachel.freeman@%20churchofengland.org
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 Assistance to scholars in obtain-

ing reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of pro-

jects whose aims are in line with 

those of AMARC. 

 The provision of equipment, 

such as perhaps book supports, 

to facilitate access to manu-

scripts. 

 Assistance with the necessary 

purchase of manuscripts and ar-

chives to benefit the AMARC 

community. 

 Carrying out conservation work 

on manuscripts and archives. 

NB: Funds will NOT be made 

available towards the cost of com-

mercial publication but will be allo-

cated where they can be expected to 

provide the greatest benefit to the 

greatest number of people. Often 

this will be achieved by making 

several small awards rather than a 

few larger awards. Funding levels 

may vary from year to year, but it is 

anticipated that the Committee will 

make awards of not more than 

£1000 each, and of not more than 

£3000 in total each year. 

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, confer-

ence or work; its overall cost; the 

grant being sought; the names and 

addresses of two referees; details of 

the addressee for the cheque. Ap-

plications should be submitted to Dr 

Michael Stansfield, AMARC 

Treasurer, c/o Durham University 

Library, Palace Green, Durham 

DH1 3RN or 

m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk, at 

any time during the year. They will 

usually be considered at the next 

Committee meeting (usually held in 

April and October) and successful 

applicants will be informed soon 

thereafter. 

Successful applicants will be re-

quired to submit for publication in 

this newsletter a brief report (300-

500 words) of the use to which the 

grant was put. Full details appear on 

the AMARC website. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Many thanks to all contributors to 

this issue, including the following 

whose help or contributions are un-

attributed: Nicolas Bell, Kathleen 

Doyle, Julian Harrison, Bernard 

Meehan, Martine Meuwese, Pamela 

Robinson, Michael Stansfield. 

Thanks are also due to the British 

Library and the National Library of 

Wales for the use of photographs. 

The views expressed herein are 

those of the Editor and other named 

contributors. In addition to contri-

butions from individuals, informa-

tion has been taken from a variety 

of websites, press releases etc., the 

accuracy of which cannot be guar-

anteed. You are advised to confirm 

details, especially if travelling to 

events or exhibitions. 

DEADLINE for publication in  

Issue no. 60 is 1 April 2013. Please 

send your articles or any news of 

interest to AMARC members to the 

editor:  

Dr Ceridwen Lloyd-Morgan: 

Rhos Fach, Brynafan, Llanafan, 

Aberystwyth SY23 4BG, Wales; 

c.lloydmorgan@btopenworld.com. 

Images submitted should be at least 

300 dpi and delivered via e-mail, on 

CD, or via Dropbox fileshare. 

NEXT AMARC MEETING 
Oxford, Magdalen College 

29 November 2012  

mailto:m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk
mailto:c.lloydmorgan@btopenworld.co
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Conservation of collections 

Our winter meeting, focusing on the 

conservation of collections, will be 

based at Magdalen College, Oxford, 

but will include two studio visits. 

The event is being organized by 

Jane Eagan (Oxford Conservation 

Consortium), Andrew Honey 

(Bodleian Conservation and Collec-

tion Care); Martin Kauffmann 

(Bodleian Library) and Julia Wal-

worth (Merton College). The pro-

gramme, to be finalised shortly, is 

expected to include introductory 

talks from the heads of OCC and 

Bodleian Conservation on their stu-

dios/work programmes, followed 

by talks from OCC/Bodleian con-

servators on treatments. In the af-

ternoon visits will be paid to OCC 

studio and Bodleian Osney Conser-

vation studio to see conservation 

projects, processes, materials, con-

cerns, etc. Transport by minibus 

will be provided between the ven-

ues. Full details will be circulated to 

members nearer the time. Mean-

while please note the date in your 

diary. 

 

AMARC SUMMER MEETING 

London, Dulwich College 

School Archives and Manuscript 

Holdings  

13 July 2012 

Report by Elizabeth Sandis, Merton 

College, Oxford. 

Right from the word go it was clear 

that this was going to be a superbly 

well-organised day, when two 

charming sixth form students came 

to greet us from the train and led us 

to the venue. After a coffee in the 

charming Rotunda of the Old Li-

brary, the programme began with a 

talk by Robert Weaver, Keeper of 

the Fellows’ Library at Dulwich, 

outlining the deployment of archive 

resources in the classroom and the 

past and present struggles and suc-

cesses in preserving the legacy of 

these precious items. The issues 

raised in this talk provided impor-

tant food for thought for the rest of 

day, with delegates debating such 

crunchy questions as ‘how do we 

decide which items to archive when 

it comes to current students’ mate-

rial?’ – a difficult responsibility and 

an almost impossible task to decide 

who will be ‘important’ in later 

years.  

Prof. Ioppolo (University of Read-

ing) then gave us an engrossing vir-

tual tour of the Henslowe-Alleyn 

Digitisation Project, a powerful new 

research tool for Elizabethan and 

Jacobean theatre history and a 

whole host of related subjects. Prof. 

Ioppolo demonstrated the exciting 

breadth of material contained in this 

online archive, its potential as a 

teaching resource in secondary 

schools, and the process of photo-

graphing the manuscripts (which 

form part of Dulwich College’s 

holdings) using techniques devel-

oped by Dr David Cooper. The 

morning’s sessions were rounded 

off with a session exploring the 

treasures of the Dulwich archives 

(and many delegates returned to the 

exhibition during the lunch hour or 

after the final session for a second 

look). 

After a spectacular lunch in the 

Boardroom and the swift comple-

tion of AGM business it was time to 

return to the Old Library for the af-

ternoon sessions, beginning with Dr 

Geoffrey Day’s witty survey of 

Winchester College’s archive hold-
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ings, which ranged from early ex-

amples of edited texts (when the act 

of editing was just becoming a rec-

ognised scholarly activity) to per-

sonal letters revealing the details of 

life in a nineteenth-century class-

room. Flagging up conservation is-

sues, Dr Day also touched upon the 

recent revision of the catalogue at 

Winchester, an extensive project 

which has led to many interesting 

finds, including some new puzzles.  

His talk was followed by Elizabeth 

Wells’ fascinating discussion of the 

question of value, as part of her in-

troduction to the holdings of the 

Westminster School Archive. She 

explained how the history and hold-

ings of the School and of Westmin-

ster Abbey are interwoven and ex-

tremely varied, ranging from manu-

script and printed material to audio-

visual collections and unique items 

such as a banner from Oliver 

Cromwell’s funeral procession and 

an extremely old pancake! She also 

outlined an oral history project she 

has been trialling, recording the 

memories of current Westminster 

students, teachers, and former 

teachers for posterity.  

An engaging presentation by Penny 

Hatfield, Archivist at Eton, com-

pleted the programme, in which she 

tackled the crucial issue of improv-

ing access to collections, both for 

the public at large and for the mem-

bers of the College (since, as she 

pointed out, it is by no means a 

given that teachers and students 

have an awareness of the signifi-

cance of the treasures offered by 

their own College archives). She 

offered useful practical advice for 

incorporating material on a wide 

range of topics into mainstream les-

sons, from maps to Reformation 

bibles. The discussion was then 

opened to the floor for the final ple-

nary session, when the debate in-

cluded comments on unsuitable do-

nations made to archives and the 

problems of awarding of special 

privacy rights to high-profile 

alumni, whose appearance in school 

records prevents their being made 

accessible to the public.   

A very enjoyable day was had by 

all, and I would like to take this op-

portunity to thank the AMARC for 

awarding such a generous student 

bursary, without which I would not 

have been able to attend. The event 

has proved both useful for my re-

search and an excellent opportunity 

to meet others with interests in re-

lated fields. This October I begin 

my second year as a DPhil student, 

working on neo-Latin plays written 

by 17th-century Oxford under-

graduates, and an investigation into 

the impact of school curricula and 

training on university output forms 

a significant part of the project. The 

AMARC sessions on school activi-

ties and archives have given me a 

number of interesting leads to fol-

low up as I chart the progress of in-

dividual 17th-century student 

dramatists moving from school on 

to university level. 

 

PERSONAL 
New MSS Head at the National 

Library of Scotland 

As part of its on-going re-

structuring, during the summer NLS 

advertised for the four curatorial 

heads of Divisions (Manuscripts; 

Foreign Collections & Maps; Con-

servation; Modern Collections). We 
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are very pleased to announce that 

Kenneth Dunn, AMARC’s NLS 

representative, has been appointed 

Manuscript and Archive Collections 

Manager, and we wish him well for 

the future. 

 

OBITUARY 
Melanie Barber (1943-2012) 

Obituary by Clare Brown, Archi-

vist, Lambeth Palace Library. 

Melanie Barber, who has died at the 

age of 69 after suffering a severe 

stroke, devoted the whole of her 

professional life to Lambeth Palace 

Library; indeed to generations of 

scholars Melanie was the Library, 

such was her willingness to share 

her vast knowledge of the collec-

tions. 

After reading History at Bedford 

College, Melanie took her Diploma 

in Archive Administration at the 

University of Liverpool under  

Dorothea Oschinsky and came to 

Lambeth in 1966. There she stayed, 

becoming Deputy Archivist in 1967 

and Deputy Librarian and Archivist 

in 1971, until her retirement in July 

2002. 

It is thanks to her boundless energy 

and skill that a very wide range of 

collections was catalogued, either 

by herself or under her direction, 

and they remain her enduring lega-

cy. She keenly espoused new ad-

vances in technology, overseeing 

numerous microfilming projects to 

enable the Library’s rich collections 

to be made available remotely and, 

just before she retired, a major dig-

itization project. She laid the foun-

dation for computerization of the 

archives and manuscripts catalogue 

which bore fruit in 2010, the Li-

brary’s quatercentenary, with the 

launch of the on-line catalogue. 

Melanie was a Fellow of the Socie-

ty of Antiquaries, a founder mem-

ber of the Church of England Rec-

ord Society, a Trustee of the George 

Bell Institute and, during her re-

tirement, a significant contributor to 

the Clergy of the Church of Eng-

land database. Her learning and 

dedication were recognized by 

Archbishop Runcie in 1987 with the 

award of a Lambeth MA, and in 

2002 she was awarded the MBE. 

Sadly, her retirement was marred 

by ill-health and the numerous aca-

demic projects she had in train re-

main unfulfilled. 

A memorial service will be held at 

Lambeth Palace on 20 November at 

4pm. Further details are available at 

www.lambethpalacelibrary.org. 

 

PROJECTS 
Traditio Patrum  

The Traditio Patrum (TraPat) pro-

ject was set up to research the 

transmission of Latin Patristic texts 

from the Classical to the medieval 

period. Three print volumes are in 

preparation, to be published by 

Brepols in the Corpus Chris-

tianorum series. The project is an 

international one, led by a team of 

scholars from Italy, Austria and 

Belgium. For information see 

http://www.traditiopatrum.it. 

Harry Ransom Center Fragments 

Project 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ranso

m_center_fragments/. 

The Harry Ransom Center at the 

University of Texas at Austin is 

currently conducting a survey of 

medieval manuscript fragments and 

http://www.lambethpalacelibrary.org/
http://www.traditiopatrum.it/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ransom_center_fragments/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ransom_center_fragments/
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binder’s waste found in its Book 

Collection. Low-resolution images 

from a P&S camera of some of 

these fragments have been pub-

lished on Flickr to share with oth-

ers. Any comments, corrections and 

or additional information that re-

searchers would like to contribute 

about these objects would be most 

gratefully received. Identification of 

(or conjectures about) scripts, texts, 

dating, and localization are espe-

cially welcome. There will be regu-

lar additions throughout the coming 

months. Updates about the progress 

of the survey will also be posted on 

the Project’s Facebook page: 

http://www.facebook.com/HarryRa

nsomCenterFragments#.  

Publication on Flickr means that the 

images are neither zoomable nor in 

high resolution, but images can be 

enlarged using your computer’s 

zoom feature, and higher resolution 

images of the fragments can be re-

quested for personal research pur-

poses. Contact: Micah Erwin, Pro-

ject Archivist ( micah.erwin 

@austin.utexas.edu). 

 

GRANTS 
Norwegian Research Council/ 

University of Stavanger 

Individuals interested in pursuing 

research on medieval English scrib-

al texts or in related areas of the 

history of the English language are 

welcome to contact Professor Merja 

Stenroos (merja.stenroos@uis.no) 

or Dr Jacob Thaisen 

(jacob.thaisen@uis.no) at the Uni-

versity of Stavanger. The applica-

tion deadline is 28 November 

2012. Proposals compatible with 

the interests and expertise of the 

Middle English Scribal Texts Pro-

gramme are especially welcome.  

The Yggdrasil mobility programme 

funds research stays of between 

three and twelve months’ duration; 

scholarships awarded under the cur-

rent call are to be taken up no earli-

er than 1 August 2013. Applicants 

should be current doctoral students 

or have successfully completed a 

doctorate within the past six years.  

For further information about the 

Yggdrasil programme, including 

the current call for proposals, please 

visit the website of the Research 

Council of Norway at 

http://www.forskningsradet.no/en/F

unding/ISMOBIL/1233557743178.  

For further information about the 

Middle English Scribal Texts Pro-

gramme, please visit 

http://www.uis.no/research/humanit

ies/the-middle-english-scribal-texts-

programme/. 

 

FUTURE CONFERENCES 
‘In the Beginning’: Inaugural 

Conference of the London Me-

dieval Graduate Network  

King’s College London 

2 November 2012  
The conference is open to all 

graduates and early career scholars 

working in the broad field of Me-

dieval Studies based in London. 

Topics are expected to include: 

Openings of literary or non-literary 

texts; Textual origins; Foundations; 

Genesis; the Bible in medieval cul-

ture; Returning to the manuscript; 

Translations; Periodization; Con-

version myths/migration narratives; 

Incunabula and early printed books; 

Digitization of medieval texts: rein-

venting materials. For information 

http://www.facebook.com/HarryRansomCenterFragments
http://www.facebook.com/HarryRansomCenterFragments
mailto:micah.erwin@austin.utexas.edu
mailto:micah.erwin@austin.utexas.edu
mailto:merja.stenroos@uis.no
mailto:jacob.thaisen@uis.no
http://www.forskningsradet.no/en/Funding/ISMOBIL/1233557743178
http://www.forskningsradet.no/en/Funding/ISMOBIL/1233557743178
http://www.uis.no/research/humanities/the-middle-english-scribal-texts-programme/
http://www.uis.no/research/humanities/the-middle-english-scribal-texts-programme/
http://www.uis.no/research/humanities/the-middle-english-scribal-texts-programme/
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contact londonmedgradnet-

work@gmail.com. 

The Permissive Archive 

Centre for Editing Lives and Let-

ters, Queen Mary, University of 

London 

9 November 2012 

To celebrate the tenth anniversary 

of the Centre for Editing Lives and 

Letters (CELL), this one-day con-

ference will challenge the dusty im-

age of archival research, by investi-

gating the notion of a ‘permissive’ 

archive. The day will feature papers 

based on archival work covering the 

period 1500-1800, workshop ses-

sions introducing archive materials 

to those with some, little or no pre-

vious experience, and a keynote 

lecture by Professor Lisa Jardine, 

Director of CELL. 

Further information and details of 

registration are available at: 

http://permissivearchive.wordpress.

com/. 

Taxonomies of Knowledge (5th 

Annual Lawrence J. Schoenberg 

Symposium on Manuscript Stud-

ies in the Digital Age)  

Rare Book Department,  

Free Library of Philadelphia 

16–17 November 2012  
Organised by University of Penn-

sylvania Libraries in partnership 

with the Rare Book Department of 

the Free Library of Philadelphia. 

This year’s symposium considers 

the role of the manuscript in organ-

izing and classifying knowledge.  

Like today’s electronic databases, 

the medieval manuscript helped 

readers access, process, and analyze 

the information contained within 

the covers of a book. The papers 

presented at this symposium will 

examine this aspect of the manu-

script book through a variety of top-

ics, including the place of the me-

dieval library in manuscript culture, 

the rise and fall of the 12th-century 

commentary tradition, diagrams, 

devotional practice, poetics, and the 

organization and use of encyclo-

paedias and lexicons.  

For more information, visit 

http://www.library.upenn.edu/exhib

its/lectures/ljs_symposium5.html. 

Digital Approaches to Medieval 

Script and Image (DigiPal One-

Day Symposium) 

King’s College London 

22 November 2012 

The theme will be the implications 

of the increasing reliance of the 

scholarly community upon digital 

images and technologies. Bringing 

together art historians, palaeogra-

phers, medievalists and the Digital 

Humanities, the symposium will 

share theoretical approaches and 

methodologies and, crucially, test 

prevalent assumptions. Selected pa-

pers from the symposium will be 

included in a forthcoming publica-

tion. Several papers from last year’s 

symposium are being edited as part 

of a forthcoming volume on Digital 

Palaeography to be published by 

Ashgate. Please register as soon as 

possible by sending an e-mail to 

digipal@kcl.ac.uk. See also 

http://digipal.eu/.  

Editing Fundamentals: Historical 

and Literary Paradigms in 

Source Editing (9th Annual Con-

ference of the European Society 

for Textual Scholarship)  

Amsterdam 

22–24 November 2012  

mailto:londonmedgradnetwork@gmail.com
mailto:londonmedgradnetwork@gmail.com
http://permissivearchive.wordpress.com/
http://permissivearchive.wordpress.com/
http://www.library.upenn.edu/exhibits/lectures/ljs_symposium5.html
http://www.library.upenn.edu/exhibits/lectures/ljs_symposium5.html
mailto:digipal@kcl.ac.uk
http://digipal.eu/
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Conference organised by the Euro-

pean Society for Textual Scholar-

ship (ESTS) and the Huygens Insti-

tute for the History of the Nether-

lands (www.huygens.knaw.nl). 

Edited source texts, documents and 

databases are essential to literary, 

political, historical scholarship, as 

well as to social studies, art history, 

music, philosophy or theology. The 

conference aims at bringing to-

gether academics working in disci-

plines that have so far worked 

within independently operating 

scholarly traditions, promoting in-

novative, multidisciplinary ex-

change and dialogue. The confer-

ence will examine the transforma-

tion of traditional editorial practice 

into a digital environment and the 

creation of innovative opportunities 

like the use of digital tools and  

media.  

Keynote speakers: Manfred Thaller 

(University of Cologne); Godfried 

Croenen (University of Liverpool); 

Andrew Jewell (University of Ne-

braska-Lincoln). Further details at 

www.textualscholarship.eu/confere

nce-2012.html. 

For details of the pre-conference 

workshop on using large-scale text 

collections, to be held in the Hague, 

21 November 2012, see 

http://vlaamsewerkgroepmedievisti

ek.wordpress.com/2012/08/17/work

shop-using-large-scale-text-

collections-for-research-status-and-

needs/. 

Les Cisterciens et la transmission 

des textes (XII
e
–XVIII

e
 s.) 

Troyes, Médiathèque du Grand 

Troyes  

22–24 November 2012 

Noticed in Newsletter no. 58.  

For details visit: 

www.irht.cnrs.fr/node/1630. 

Reading and Writing the Natural 

World: Natural History in its 

Manuscript Context 

Leiden 

1 February 2013 

The keynote speaker at this manu-

scripts colloquium will be Christo-

pher de Hamel, Corpus Christi Col-

lege, Cambridge. For information, 

contact Erik Kwakkel 

(e.kwakkel@hum.leidenuniv.nl); 

details forthcoming on the website: 

www.hum.leiden.edu/icd/turning-

over-a-new-leaf. 

Marco Manuscript Workshop: 

Texts at Work  

The Marco Institute for Medieval 

and Renaissance Studies 

University of Tennessee  

Knoxville 

1–2 February 2013 

The Manuscript Workshop is orga-

nized by Professors Maura K. Laf-

ferty (Classics) and Roy M. Liuzza 

(English). This year the theme will 

be manuscripts as tools. The work-

shop is open to scholars and stu-

dents at any rank and in any field 

who are engaged in textual editing, 

manuscript studies, or epigraphy. 

Individual 75-minute sessions will 

be devoted to each project; partici-

pants will be asked to introduce 

their text and its context, discuss 

their approach to working with their 

material, and exchange ideas and 

information with other participants. 

Contact Roy M. Liuzza, at 

rliuzza@utk.edu, or visit 

http://apaclassics.org/index.php/  

world_of_classics/announcements_  

full/cfp_marco_manuscript_worksh

op_texts_at_work/. 

http://www.huygens.knaw.nl/
http://vlaamsewerkgroepmedievistiek.wordpress.com/2012/08/17/workshop-using-large-scale-text-collections-for-research-status-and-needs/
http://vlaamsewerkgroepmedievistiek.wordpress.com/2012/08/17/workshop-using-large-scale-text-collections-for-research-status-and-needs/
http://vlaamsewerkgroepmedievistiek.wordpress.com/2012/08/17/workshop-using-large-scale-text-collections-for-research-status-and-needs/
http://vlaamsewerkgroepmedievistiek.wordpress.com/2012/08/17/workshop-using-large-scale-text-collections-for-research-status-and-needs/
http://vlaamsewerkgroepmedievistiek.wordpress.com/2012/08/17/workshop-using-large-scale-text-collections-for-research-status-and-needs/
http://www.irht.cnrs.fr/node/1630
mailto:e.kwakkel@hum.leidenuniv.nl
mailto:rliuzza@utk.edu
http://apaclassics.org/index.php/%20%0Dworld_of_classics/announcements_%20%0Dfull/cfp_marco_manuscript_workshop_
http://apaclassics.org/index.php/%20%0Dworld_of_classics/announcements_%20%0Dfull/cfp_marco_manuscript_workshop_
http://apaclassics.org/index.php/%20%0Dworld_of_classics/announcements_%20%0Dfull/cfp_marco_manuscript_workshop_
http://apaclassics.org/index.php/%20%0Dworld_of_classics/announcements_%20%0Dfull/cfp_marco_manuscript_workshop_
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‘Res gestae–res pictae’. Epen-

Illustrationen des 13. bis 15. 

Jahrhunderts  

Wien, Institut für 

Kunstgeschichte (Pächt-

Archiv/Forschungszentrum für 

Buchmalerei) 

28 February–2 March 2013 

For details of this conference on 

illustrated copies of epic texts, see  

http://kunstgeschichte.univie.ac.at/f

orschung/buchmalerei/paecht-

archiv/kolloquium-epenillustration/. 

Putting England in Its Place:  

Cultural Production and Cultural 

Relations in the High Middle  

Ages 

Center for Medieval Studies, 

Fordham University, Lincoln 

Center Campus, Manhattan 

9-10 March 2013 

This interdisciplinary conference 

aims to look in a fresh and integrat-

ed way at cultural production and 

cultural relations from the mid-11th 

to 13th centuries within England 

and between England and other lo-

cales in order to explore what kind 

of place England as a region, a 

changing political entity, and a cul-

ture or set of cultures might occupy 

in our accounts of the High Middle 

Ages. For further details see 

http://www.fordham.edu/mvst/conf

erence13/England/. 

Association of Art Historians’ 

Annual Conference 

University of Reading 

11–13 April 2013  

Medieval Remediations:  

Aesthetic, ideology and praxis 

Call for Papers 

In their book Remediation: Under-

standing New Media, Jay David 

Bolter and Richard Grusin define 

remediation as ‘the formal logic by 

which new media fashion prior me-

dia forms’. Remediation offers a 

particularly apt framework for 

thinking about artistic production in 

the Middle Ages, and one which 

eschews the dialectic between 

originality and reproduction that 

emerged in later periods. Papers 

may approach medieval art through 

the lens of remediation, or pursue 

the avenues of inquiry opened up 

by conceptual intersections between 

pre- and post-print methodologies 

of visual expression. Potential top-

ics to be explored include architec-

tural reliquaries and canon tables, 

skeuomorphic objects, incunables 

that retain or allude to features of 

manuscripts, as well as wall paint-

ings and sculpture that emulate tex-

tiles. The aim of this session is to 

further this momentum by forging 

links between theories inspired by 

new media and the media of the 

medieval past. Please send propos-

als for 20- to 30-minute papers by 

12 November 2012 to Sonja 

Drimmer at 

S.I.Drimmer@gmail.com, using the 

paper proposal form at: 

http://www.aah.org.uk/annual-

conference/sessions2013 

The Gruuthuse MS. Literature, 

music and devotion c. 1400 

Bruges, Bruggemuseum-

Gruuthuse 

25–27 April 2013 

Conference sponsored by Musea 

Brugge, the Royal Library at The 

Hague, and Radboud University 

Nijmegen. The Gruuthuse manu-

script was compiled in Bruges 

around 1396-1408. It is a highlight 

of Middle-Dutch literature as well 

as an important source of infor-

http://kunstgeschichte.univie.ac.at/forschung/buchmalerei/paecht-archiv/kolloquium-epenillustration/
http://kunstgeschichte.univie.ac.at/forschung/buchmalerei/paecht-archiv/kolloquium-epenillustration/
http://kunstgeschichte.univie.ac.at/forschung/buchmalerei/paecht-archiv/kolloquium-epenillustration/
http://www.fordham.edu/mvst/conference13/England/
http://www.fordham.edu/mvst/conference13/England/
mailto:S.I.Drimmer@gmail.com
http://www.aah.org.uk/annual-conference/sessions2013
http://www.aah.org.uk/annual-conference/sessions2013
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mation about late-medieval urban 

culture in the Netherlands. In addi-

tion to prayers and poems the man-

uscript includes the oldest known 

collection of songs with a musical 

notation in the Low Countries. 

Lodewijk van Gruuthuse (= Louis 

de Bruges), a bibliophile and coun-

sellor of the Dukes of Burgundy, 

possibly owned the manuscript; it 

has been owned by the Royal Li-

brary, The Hague, since 2007. The 

conference will focus on the themes 

that are central to the manuscript 

(music, love, fellowship and devo-

tion), the cultural context in which 

compilations such as the Gruuthuse 

manuscript functioned, and the 

technical study of the manuscript. 

For further details please contact 

Inge Geysen at the Bruggemuseum 

(inge.geysen@brugge.be) or visit  

http://blogdurmblf.blogspot.com.es/

2012/05/appel-contributions-le-

manuscrit-de.html. 

For details of a related exhibition, 

see below p. 14. The Gruuthuse MS 

is now available online: see below 

p. 27. 

Dynamics of the Medieval Manu-

script 

Utrecht, 25–28 April 2013 

The Dynamics of the Medieval 

Manuscript is a cross-European re-

search project which studies the 

textual, structural and social dy-

namics of late-medieval multi-text 

manuscripts (13th-15th centuries), 

focusing on the highly mobile short 

verse narratives they contain. The 

organising committee is composed 

of: Bart Besamusca (Utrecht Uni-

versity), Matthias Meyer (Univer-

sity of Vienna), Karen Pratt (King’s 

College London), and Ad Putter 

(University of Bristol). Themes are 

likely to include: principles of or-

ganization of miscellanies; the role 

of authorization (naming of authors, 

author attribution) in the transmis-

sion and reception of collections, 

and how (re)contextualisation and 

textual transmission create an au-

thor; the role of multilingual collec-

tions for the formation and analysis 

of culture; the impact of different 

types of book production (work-

shops, fascicular production) on the 

creation of (and changes in) mean-

ing; the effect on contemporary re-

ception of the different contexts in 

which short verse narratives find 

themselves and challenges to our 

view of medieval generic catego-

ries. A volume of conference pro-

ceedings is anticipated. For details 

of the project and conference visit 

http://dynamicsofthemedievalmanu

script.eu/. 

International Medieval Congress 

Leeds  

1–4 July 2013 

The theme of the 2013 Congress 

will be Pleasure. For more informa-

tion, see: 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/ims/imc/. 

The Early Book Society’s  

13th Biennial Conference 

Networks of Influence: Readers, 

Owners, and Makers of MSS and 

Printed Books, 1350–1550 

St Andrews University 

4–7 July 2013  
The conference is open to all EBS 

members. Details of how to join can 

be found on the EBS website 

(http://www.nyu.edu/projects/EBS/) 

Proposals are invited for lectures or 

sessions that consider the transition 

from script to print, bibliographic 

issues, or the movement between 

mailto:inge.geysen@brugge.be
http://blogdurmblf.blogspot.com.es/2012/05/appel-contributions-le-manuscrit-de.html
http://blogdurmblf.blogspot.com.es/2012/05/appel-contributions-le-manuscrit-de.html
http://blogdurmblf.blogspot.com.es/2012/05/appel-contributions-le-manuscrit-de.html
http://dynamicsofthemedievalmanuscript.eu/
http://dynamicsofthemedievalmanuscript.eu/
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/ims/imc/
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/ims/imc/
http://www.nyu.edu/projects/EBS/
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English and Scottish texts (or vice 

versa) and audiences are particu-

larly encouraged, though papers on 

any aspect of the history of manu-

scripts and printed books from 

1350-1550, including the copying 

and circulation of models and ex-

emplars, style, illustration, and/or 

the influence of readers and pa-

trons, artists, scribes, printers, are 

welcome. Please indicate in your 

proposal whether a slide projector, 

OHP, or computer equipment is 

needed, and send copies of your 

proposal by 15 November 2012 

deadline to Martha Driver 

(marthadriver@hotmail.com; EBS, 

English Department, 41 Park Row, 

Rm 1503, New York, New York 

10038-1598, US) or Faxed to 212-

346-1754 (office) and also to Mar-

garet Connolly (mc29@st-

andrews.ac.uk) Lauderdale, Cupar 

Road, Ceres, Fife, Scotland KY15 

5LP UK. 

The conference programme will in-

clude an optional trip to Edinburgh 

collections and other sites of inter-

est. Special exhibitions will feature 

collections at St Andrews and also 

at the National Library of Scotland, 

the latter exhibition organized by 

Kenneth Dunn of the NLS. 

Trade, Travel and Transmission 

in the Medieval Mediterranean 

(Third Biennial Conference of the 

Society for the Medieval Mediter-

ranean) 

Churchill College, University of 

Cambridge  

8–10 July 2013 

Call for papers 

The deadline for proposals is 1  

December 2012. For further infor-

mation please contact: Dr Rebecca 

Bridgman (University of Cam-

bridge, Vice-President of the Soci-

ety for the Medieval Mediterra-

nean), smmconfer-

ence2013@gmail.com. 

XVIIIe Colloque international de 

paléographie latine 

The Scriptorium: Nature,  

Function, Specifics 

St Gallen 

11–14 September2013 

Noticed in Newsletter no. 58. 

Apices has announced that it will 

host a special session as well as a 

poster session, both under the title 

of ‘Recent Directions and Results in 

Palaeographical and Codicological 

Research’. The deadline for propos-

als is 31 October 2012.  For full de-

tails see 

http://www.palaeographia.org/cipl/s

tGall/specialsessions.htm. 

Griechische Handschriften: gest-

ern, heute und morgen/Greek 

MSS yesterday, today and tomor-

row. VIIIeme Colloque interna-

tional de paléographie grecque 

Hamburg, Universität Hamburg 

& Wolfenbüttel, Herzog August 

Bibliothek 

22–28 September 2013 

For further information contact the 

organisers at cipg-2013@uni-

hamburg.de or visit 

www.cipg.eu/2013. 

 

LECTURES 
Art in Woodstock Festival 

30–31 October 2012 

Lectures include ‘The Art of War 

and the long divorce with France’ 

by Janina Ramirez on, and ‘The 

Earl, the Heir and the Psalter’, 

Frederica Law-Turner, on the 

Bodleian Library’s Ormesby Psal-

ter. See http://artinwoodstock.com. 

mailto:marthadriver@hotmail.com
mailto:mc29@st-andrews.ac.uk
mailto:mc29@st-andrews.ac.uk
mailto:smmconference2013@gmail.com
mailto:smmconference2013@gmail.com
http://www.palaeographia.org/cipl/stGall/specialsessions.htm
http://www.palaeographia.org/cipl/stGall/specialsessions.htm
mailto:cipg-2013@uni-hamburg.de
mailto:cipg-2013@uni-hamburg.de
http://www.cipg.eu/2013
http://artinwoodstock.com/
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SEMINARS 
Accessing heritage research col-

lections through digitization: 

models and use 

British Library Conference Cen-

tre, London 

30 October 2012  

Digitization initiatives around herit-

age library materials are now un-

derway across Europe. They range 

from single libraries working with 

commercial content providers, 

through to national, Europe-wide 

and even global programmes.  

At this one-day conference, we will 

hear from those involved in the cre-

ation of these products and services, 

and about issues such as funding, 

licensing models, content selection, 

product design, and sustainability. 

We will also hear about the experi-

ences of researchers and educators 

who use these digital resources in 

their work. 

Speakers will include: Aly Conteh 

(British Library), on planning a dig-

itization project; Rachel Marshall 

(British Library), on licensing mod-

els; Rachel Heuberger (Goethe 

University Library, Frankfurt), on 

Judaica Europeana; Eric Dussert 

(Bibiothèque Nationale de France), 

on Gallica; Marieke van Delft 

(Koninklijke Bibliotheek, The 

Hague), on working with commer-

cial partners; Gabriel Egan (JISC 

Historical Books Advisory Board, 

UK), on addressing the needs of re-

searchers.   

The day will conclude with a panel 

discussion where researchers will 

share their experiences of working 

with digitized research collections, 

and the impact that content selec-

tion, licensing and product design 

have had on their work. 

The event is organized in associa-

tion with the British Library and the 

Rare Books & Special Collections 

group of the Chartered Institution of 

Library & Information Profession-

als. It will provide an opportunity 

for librarians, students and re-

searchers to make contacts, ask 

questions, and share information. A 

full programme will be circulated 

shortly. 

Attendance is free, but please regis-

ter by email with your name and 

any institutional affiliation at: sec-

retariat@cerl.org. 

 

EXHIBITIONS 
Information has been drawn from 

press-releases and websites as well 

as contributions from our members 

and colleagues. Please check open-

ing dates and times and other de-

tails before travelling as these may 

vary from those given here. 

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 

Dot Dot Dash: Communicating in 

Wales 

3 Nov. 2012–14 Sept. 2013 

An exhibition charting landmarks in 

the development of communication 

in Wales, both written and audio-

visual, during the last three centu-

ries. Iconic audio and visual 20th-

century clips from the National 

Screen and Sound Archive of Wales 

will be featured, alongside archival 

material from the Library’s collec-

tions. 

Sign Language 

20 October–2 March 2013 

Looking at the culture of communi-

cating through signage, this exhibi-

tion will bring together photographs 

of some of the more ‘unusual’ signs 

mailto:secretariat@cerl.org
mailto:secretariat@cerl.org
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seen in Wales, together with origi-

nal posters from the archive of the 

Welsh language campaign-group, 

Cymdeithas yr Iaith Gymraeg. 

Writers of Wales: David Jones & 

Angharad Tomos 

Until 25 November 2012 

An exhibition celebrating the work 

of poet and artist David Jones 

(1895-1974) and author and lan-

guage activist Angharad Tomos 

(1958- ). The fourth in a series of 

exhibitions featuring the most 

prominent authors of Wales. 

Writers of Wales: John Cowper 

Powys & The Oxford Book of 

Welsh Verse 

23 Feb. 2013–8 Feb. 2014 

An exhibition celebrating the work 

of novelist John Cowper Powys 

(1872-1963), together with original 

manuscripts of poems included by 

Sir Thomas Parry in his landmark 

anthology, The Oxford Book of 

Welsh Verse (1962). 

 

BRUGES, GRUUTHUSE  

MUSEUM 

The Gruuthuse Manuscript: 

Lustful debauchery and courtly 

love 

22 March 2013–23 June 2013 

In Bruges c. 1400 an unknown pa-

tron commissioned a number of 

scribes to transcribe a selection of 

poems, prayers and songs into a co-

dex that is now known as the 

Gruuthuse Manuscript. Unique arte-

facts from this period will put 

themes and texts from the manu-

script in its cultural, religious and 

social climate of the late 14th and 

early 15th centuries in Bruges. For 

details of a related conference, see 

above p. 10. 

DUBLIN, TRINITY COLLEGE 

LIBRARY 

‘A great many choice books’: 300 

years of the Old Library 

Until October 2012 

Trinity College Library’s history 

reflects that of the Irish nation: pe-

riods of stability, prosperity and 

growth interrupted by political tur-

bulence and stagnation. The wealth 

of the Library’s collections owes 

much to the foresight of the Col-

lege’s founders and the generosity 

of its benefactors dating from 

shortly after its foundation in 1592. 

This long history is celebrated with 

a display in the Long Room of fine 

books and manuscripts alongside 

records relating to the construction 

and fabric of the Old Library build-

ing. Among the exhibition high-

lights are: the 12th-century Winch-

combe Psalter; the 14th-century 

Dublin Apocalypse; a first edition 

of Martin Luther’s Old Testament; 

a leaf from the Gutenberg Bible; 

fine bindings from the collection of 

the 18th-century connoisseur Henry 

George Quin; and books from the 

superb Fagel Library. 

Ernest T.S. Walton (1903-1995) 

An exhibition celebrating the life 

and work of the physicist and Nobel 

laureate, who worked on nuclear 

fission with Sir Ernest Rutherford 

and Sir John Cockcroft in Cam-

bridge, is drawing to a close but de-

tails can still be found at: 

http://www.tcd.ie/Library/about/exh

ibitions.php. Walton returned to 

Trinity College in 1934 as a Fellow 

and Professor, and in 1993 pre-

sented his scientific papers and No-

bel medal and citation to the Col-

lege.  

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL  

http://www.tcd.ie/Library/about/exhibitions.php
http://www.tcd.ie/Library/about/exhibitions.php
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LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND,  

George IV Bridge Building 

Major Exhibitions: 

Going to the Pictures: Scotland at 

the cinema 

Until 28 October 2012 

An exhibition exploring the story of 

Scottish cinema-going over the past 

century, and offering the chance to 

find out more about the celluloid 

portrayal of Scotland - from the si-

lents to the present day – through 

the art of the original film poster, 

cinema advertising and popular film 

magazines. 

Putting Scotland on the Map: The 

World of John Bartholomew and 

Son 

7 December 2012–7 May 2013 

A celebration of one of Scotland’s 

most influential firms, the map-

maker John Bartholomew and Son.  

Using material from the Bartholo-

mew Archive, this exhibition will 

explore the life of a map from the 

compilation of source material, to 

hand-made engraving tools, to the 

bustle of the printing room floor. 

Visitors will have the chance to en-

ter the upside down and back to 

front world of the copperplate en-

gravers and to view some of the 

treasures of the John Bartholomew 

collection of rare and antiquarian 

atlases, including the second ever 

printed map of North America, For-

lani’s Il disegno del discoperto 

della noua Franza (1566). 

Told though oral history recordings, 

photographs, tools and some of the 

unique manuscript maps from the 

Bartholomew Archive, this is the 

fascinating story of a firm who 

really did help to put Scotland on 

the map. 

Smaller Displays 

Illustrating the Brothers Grimm 

19 Sept.–18 Nov. 2012 

‘Hansel and Gretel’, The Travelling 

Musicians’, ‘Tom Thumb’ and 

many other fairy tales first appeared 

in print 200 years ago when 

Wilhelm and Jacob Grimm pub-

lished their collection of German 

popular tales.  

This display will showcase different 

translations and illustrations of the 

tales, as well as original letters by 

Jacob Grimm. Highlights include 

the first edition copy which Walter 

Scott received from the Grimms, 

kindly loaned by the Faculty of Ad-

vocates Abbotsford Collection 

Trust. The display is organised in 

association with the Scottish Story-

telling Festival. 

The Art and History of The 

Dandy 

21 Nov. 2012–3 Feb. 2013 

Launched in 1937, The Dandy was 

Britain’s longest-running comic. 

For 75 years, it served up weekly 

portions of boisterous, anarchic fun 

designed to tickle the funny bones 

of children of all ages. The Dandy 

is a beloved part of British child-

hood. It has also been an essential 

part of Christmas for most families: 

The Dandy Book is a stocking filler 

tradition which generations young 

and old have enjoyed together. 

 

NEW ARRIVALS  
Librarians, archivists and users are 

invited to inform the Editor of any 

notable new accessions to institu-

tional collections.  

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 
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Submitted by Maredudd ap Huw, 

Manuscripts Librarian. 

The Boston Manuscript of the 

Welsh Laws of Hywel Dda 

See illustration on front cover. 

The National Library of Wales was 

successful in its recent campaign to 

buy a 14th-century manuscript of 

the medieval Welsh Laws, sold at 

Sotheby’s on 10 July 2012 (lot 23) 

The manuscript, now NLW MS 

24029A, was acquired by the Na-

tional Library for £541,250, sup-

ported by a grant of £467,000 from 

the Heritage Lottery Fund, and 

smaller sums from Library funds, 

the Friends of the National Librar-

ies and the Welsh Government. 

The small parchment codex, written 

in Middle Welsh, is the oldest 

Welsh manuscript offered in a pub-

lic sale since the early 14th-century 

Hendregadredd Manuscript was 

sold, again at Sotheby’s, in 1923. 

The Boston Manuscript was sold by 

the Massachusetts Historical Soci-

ety, and appears to have been do-

nated to the Society by Welsh emi-

grants in the early 19th century. Al-

though known to scholars for many 

years, hitherto it has not been stud-

ied in detail. 

‘The Laws of Hywel Dda’ is a long-

established descriptive term for na-

tive Welsh legal texts which were 

traditionally regarded as having 

been codified in the 10th century by 

Hywel Dda (‘Hywel the Good’, d. 

c. 950), king of Deheubarth, and 

effectively ruler of all Wales. Sur-

viving texts of the laws, reflecting 

later practices and adaptation, are 

found in some 30 manuscripts dat-

ing from the 13th–16th centuries, 

written in both Welsh and Latin. 

The main part of the manuscript 

shows signs of having been written 

in an ecclesiastical hand in Ceredi-

gion, possibly at the Cistercian 

monastery of Strata Florida, in the 

mid-14th century. Further gather-

ings and texts were added during 

the remainder of that century, pos-

sibly by an itinerant law official in 

the Welsh Marches, to make a use-

ful volume of reference. Scholars 

are already showing interest in the 

codicological evolution of the 

manuscript, and its witness to ‘liv-

ing law’. 

Native Welsh law became redun-

dant following the 1535 and 1542 

Acts of Union, and this manuscript 

vanished before re-appearing in the 

town of Brecon at the end of the 

17th century, when it was seen by 

the antiquary Edward Lhuyd, and 

copied by Moses Williams (his 

transcript is now NLW, Llan-

stephan MS 75). 

Because of the fragile condition of 

many leaves, and the rigid 19th-

century binding, the Boston Manu-

script will be disbound, repaired, 

and rebound in more appropriate 

covers at the National Library of 

Wales during the latter part of this 

year. The manuscript’s codicology 

will be studied, and all pages will 

be digitised for online publication 

in the ‘Digital Mirror’ section of the 

Library’s website 

(www.llgc.org.uk).  

Other recent accessions: 

A Great War diary of poet and critic 

Edward Thomas (1878-1917), writ-

ten between 1 January 1917 and the 

day before his death at Arras on 9 

April 1917 (NLW MS 24030A). The 

volume was donated to the Library 

http://www.llgc.org.uk/
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by the widow of the poet’s grand-

son, and is available online as part 

of The First World War Poetry 

Digital Archive at 

http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/ww1lit/c

ollections/document/1693?REC=5 

A journal kept by romance novelist 

Berta Ruck (1878-1978) between 

November 1934 and July 1935, in 

which she records day-to-day ac-

tivities, and includes letters and 

printed ephemera (NLW MS 

24031E). 

Sermons delivered in 1837-8 by 

prose writer and campaigner for so-

cial justice, the Rev. William Rees 

(‘Gwilym Hiraethog’, 1802-83). 

The manuscript was written during 

the early days of Rees’s ministry at 

Swan Lane congregational chapel, 

Denbigh (NLW MS 24028A). 

Holograph scores by composer 

Alun Hoddinott (1929-2008): the 

overture ‘Jack Straw’, written in 

1964 (NLW MS 24024F), and the 

cantata ‘Dives and Lazarus’, com-

missioned for the Farnham Festival 

in 1965 (NLW MS 24025F).  

A printed English Bible (Oxford, 

1738) which belonged to naturalist, 

antiquary and traveller Thomas 

Pennant (1726-98) of Downing, 

Flintshire. The volume contains en-

tries of family births, marriages and 

deaths, written in several hands in-

cluding that of Pennant himself 

(NLW MS 24026A). 

Papers of Welsh broadcaster and 

author Robin Williams (1923-

2003), including an extensive col-

lection of letters from fellow author 

Islwyn Ffowc Elis (1924-2004) 

(Papurau R.O.G. Williams). 

An additional group of papers of 

the Davies family of Llandinam and 

Gregynog, Newtown, mainly of 

David Davies, the first Baron Da-

vies of Llandinam (1880-1944). 

The group includes further records 

of the New Commonwealth Asso-

ciation, founded by Lord Davies in 

1932 (Lord Davies of Llandinam 

Papers). 

DUBLIN,  

TRINITY COLLEGE LIBRARY 
Submitted by Bernard Meehan, 

Head of Research Collections & 

Keeper of Manuscripts. 

Jennifer Johnston, novelist and 

playwright (b. 1930), additional pa-

pers (TCD MS 11403). 

Oliver Cromwell document, Sothe-

by’s English literature sale, 14 July 

2011, lot 23 (TCD MS 11408). 

Breviary, Italy, late 15th cent. 

Bonhams’, New York, June 2012, 

lot 3218 (TCD MS 11423). 

Leo the Great, sermon on the pas-

sion (10th cent.) and other items, 

Sotheby’s Medieval sale, July 2011, 

lot 114 (TCD MSS 11389-11393). 

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND  

Significant accessions for the pe-

riod April–August 2012, selected 

by Kenneth Dunn, Manuscript & 

Archive Collections Manager. 

Scottish Armorial, 1570s (NLS 

Acc.13351). 

Four letters, 1865-72, of David 

Livingstone (NLS Acc.13333). 

Further papers, 19th-20th centu-

ries, of John Murray (Publishers) 

Ltd., including business records, 

1945-2002. (NLS Acc.13328). 

http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/ww1lit/collections/document/1693?REC=5
http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/ww1lit/collections/document/1693?REC=5
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Archive of Alexander (Xan) Field-

ing, friend of Patrick Leigh Fer-

mor and SoE agent in Crete, 

1890s-1991 (NLS Acc.13327). 

Papers, 1920s-2011, of Patrick 

Leigh Fermor (NLS Acc.13338). 

Records, 1950s-2012, of Edin-

burgh and Leith Consular Corps 

(NLS Acc.13348). 

Letter, 1961, of Siegfried Sassoon 

to Alice V. Stuart concerning his 

collection Paths to Peace 

(Worcester: Stanbrook Abbey 

Press, 1960) (NLS Acc.13350). 

Letters, 1986-94, of George Mac-

kay Brown to his muse, Kenna 

Crawford, with related papers 

(NLS Acc.13344). 

Digital archive, 1995-2011, of 

Don Paterson (NLS Acc.13339). 

‘Walk along the Dionard’, a large 

composite artwork, 1997, by Mar-

shall Anderson, Creator of ‘The 

Attic Archive’ (NLS Acc.13329). 

Corrected proof copy, 2010, of 

Alasdair Gray A Life in Pictures 

(NLS Acc.13337). 

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

As the previous Newsletter went to 

press, the news broke that the Brit-

ish Library had succeeded in mak-

ing two major purchases, the 

Cuthbert Gospel and a Benjamin 

Britten score. 

St Cuthbert Gospel 

See illustration on the back cover. 

The St Cuthbert Gospel was ac-

quired after the most successful 

fundraising campaign in the Li-

brary’s history. Following a de-

tailed conservation assessment, the 

manuscript has recently been fully 

digitised and can be seen on 

http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/. The 

manuscript has been added to the 

Library’s collections as Additional 

MS 89000. 

The Gospel, which is a manuscript 

copy of the Gospel of St John, is the 

earliest intact European book and is 

intimately associated with Cuthbert, 

one of Britain’s foremost saints. It 

was created in the late 7th century 

in the north-east of England and 

placed in St Cuthbert’s coffin, ap-

parently in 698. It was discovered 

when the coffin was opened in 

Durham Cathedral in 1104 on the 

occasion of the removal of 

Cuthbert’s body to a new shrine. 

The Gospel has a beautifully-

worked, original, red leather bind-

ing in excellent condition, and is the 

only surviving high-status manu-

script from this crucial period in 

British history to retain its original 

appearance, both inside and out. 

The fundraising campaign to ac-

quire the St Cuthbert Gospel was 

the biggest that the British Library 

has ever run. The single largest do-

nation to the fundraising campaign 

was a £4.5m grant from the Na-

tional Heritage Memorial Fund. 

Other major donors included the 

Art Fund, the Garfield Weston 

Foundation and the Foyle Founda-

tion. There were many other dona-

tions from charitable trusts, founda-

tions and hundreds of individuals 

and the Library extremely grateful 

for every single donation.  

Benjamin Britten’s ‘The Young 

Person’s Guide to the Orchestra’ 

March 2012 also saw the acquisi-

tion by the British Library of an 

important music manuscript, the 

http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/
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draft score of ‘The Young Person’s 

Guide to the Orchestra’, one of the 

most famous compositions of Ben-

jamin Britten (1913-76). 

In this draft score, Britten set out 

his earliest ideas for the piece, fin-

ishing on New Year’s Eve 1945. 

The work would go on to become 

one of the most frequently per-

formed pieces by any British com-

poser and to introduce generations 

of schoolchildren to the instruments 

of the orchestra. 

Once Britten had written out the 

full score of the work, he had no 

further need for this draft score, and 

gave it to a friend. It remained 

completely unknown until last year. 

The manuscript was sold to an 

overseas buyer at auction in No-

vember 2011, but Culture Minister 

Ed Vaizey placed a temporary ex-

port bar on it, providing a last 

chance for it to be kept in Britain. 

The British Library was able to 

raise the necessary funds to pur-

chase it for the nation. 

No earlier sketches for the ‘Young 

Person’s Guide’ are known to sur-

vive, and it seems that Britten com-

posed the piece directly into the 

present draft score. The manuscript 

reveals the astonishing fluency with 

which Britten was able to construct 

a large-scale work. Almost every 

aspect of the piece is already 

worked out in detail in this draft. 

The final fugue, in particular, is ex-

tremely complex, yet there are no 

signs that Britten struggled with its 

creation. 

The manuscript will feature in an 

exhibition on Benjamin Britten at 

the British Library next year, mark-

ing the centenary of his birth. 

Other recent accessions 

Submitted by Michael St. John 

McAlister, curator in the Depart-

ment of Manuscripts. 

Max Reinhardt papers, 1899-2006 

(Add. MS 88987). 

Terry Gifford/Neil Roberts/Ted 

Hughes correspondence, 1974-2010 

(Add. MS 88988). 

Letters of Hilda Haden-Guest, 

1894-1976 (Add. MS 88989) 

Examples of calligraphy and illu-

mination by members of the Society 

of Scribes and Illuminators, 1925-

1936 (Add. MS 88990). 

English MS of psalms and prayers, 

c 1540 (Add. MS 88991). 

The Lucy tablecloth, 19th-20th 

cent., from the home of Sir Henry 

Lucy, with embroidered signatures 

of his dinner guests. Signatures in-

clude Arthur Conan Doyle, 

Randolph Churchill, Winston Chur-

chill, Rider Haggard, Joseph 

Chamberlain, G. B. Shaw, Ernest 

Shackleton, Phil May, George du 

Maurier, Mark Twain, Lord Rose-

bery, John Tenniel, H. G. Wells, 

Leo Tolstoy, W. E. Gladstone, A. J. 

Balfour, Thomas Hardy, and J. M. 

Barrie (Add. MS 88992). 

Ted Hughes/Sylvia Plath Trial Pa-

pers, 1970s-1980s (Add. MS 

88993). 

Final proofs of the first edition of 

Kipling’s, Barrack-Room Ballads 

(formerly Loan MS 97), 1892 (Add. 

MS 88994). 

Anne McLaren archive, 20th cent. 

(Add. MS 88995). 

MANCHESTER, JOHN  

RYLANDS LIBRARY 
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Holman Hunt Letters 

The Library already holds one of 

the most important collections of 

letters and papers of the Pre-

Raphaelite artist William Holman 

Hunt (1827-1910). It was therefore 

delighted to purchase at auction re-

cently an important set of six letters 

from Hunt to the art critic and histo-

rian Frederic George Stephens 

(1827-1907), a fellow member of 

the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. 

The letters, now English MS 1324, 

and are available for consultation. 

The letters were written in 1871-72, 

while Hunt was staying in Jerusa-

lem, and they describe in remark-

able detail the faltering progress of 

his major allegorical painting, The 

Shadow of Death. 

Two versions of the paintings were 

finally completed after Hunt’s re-

turn to London in July 1872, and in 

March 1873 were sold to the deal-

ers Agnews for 10,000 guineas. 

They are now held at Manchester 

Art Gallery and Leeds Art Gallery. 

As well as being of interest to art 

historians, the letters contain Hunt’s 

observations on wider social and 

political affairs, including the 

Franco-Prussian War, the approach 

of the millennium, and the Ameri-

can Civil War, as well as his read-

ing matter. 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Sarit Shalev-Eyni, Jews among 

Christians: Hebrew Book Illumi-

nation from Lake Constance 

(Turnhout: Brepols, 2010). xii+227 

pp., b&w illustr. ISBN 978-190-

53750-97. €110. 

Reviewed by Professor Martin 

O’Kane, University of Wales Trin-

ity Saint David, Lampeter. 

The subject of Jews among Chris-

tians is a corpus of illuminated He-

brew manuscripts of the Lake Con-

stance region produced in the first 

decades of the 14th century. The 

corpus contains six manuscripts and 

includes a small Bible; a siddur or 

prayer book; a Pentateuch with an 

Aramaic translation and three 

manuscripts containing prayers for 

special Sabbaths and Festivals. 

Most of the manuscripts were writ-

ten by the same scribe and all were 

illuminated in the same urban 

workshop. The author argues that 

this scribe designed the decorations 

for the micrography, a special fea-

ture of Hebrew manuscripts, and 

also drew the general outlines for 

the motifs and components illumi-

nating the initial word panels. The 

scribe, Shalev-Eyni argues, then 

transferred the manuscript to the 

urban workshop where most of the 

drawings were executed and col-

oured by Christian artists who 

worked together with a Jewish 

guide, probably the scribe himself. 

Thus, the corpus can reveal much 

not only about the process of manu-

script production in this period but 

also about the interaction between 

Christian and Jewish craftspeople 

as well as about Jewish patronage 

of Christian artists. 

Shalev-Eyni uses the manuscripts in 

the corpus to present an informa-

tive, colourful and very detailed 

history of the development of the 

Hebrew illuminated manuscript. In 

chapter 1, she traces the different 

stages in the illuminated manu-
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script, arguing that the corpus ema-

nating from the Lake Constance 

School is representative of Ashke-

nazi illuminated books of the 13th 

and 14th centuries, and reflects the 

changes which had taken place in 

design up until the formation of the 

school in the first decades of the 

14th century. Towards the end of 

the 13th century, a notable feature 

was the reduction in the size of 

manuscripts. Smaller manuscripts 

represent a landmark in the evolu-

tion of individual patronage, 

whereby fine manuscripts were 

commissioned for ritual use, for 

reading daily on an individual basis.  

In subsequent chapters Shalev-Eyni 

explains in detail, and with specific 

reference to the Lake Constance 

corpus, how the decoration pro-

gramme of a manuscript was de-

pendent, first and foremost, on the 

structure of the text to which it re-

lated. Decorative features were used 

to mark the beginning and end of 

Hebrew liturgical texts. In chapter 

3, the author explores the different 

ways in which the visual symbolism 

relating to the Jewish Feast of 

Pesah and the parallel Christian 

feast of Easter was expressed in the 

manuscripts. In this chapter, the 

largest and most substantial in the 

book, the author includes many 

stunning images of biblical scenes 

and characters central to Jewish be-

liefs and practices such as the 

events surrounding the Exodus and 

the Crossing of the Red Sea. She 

also explains at length how narra-

tives from the Hebrew Scriptures 

were appropriated visually by Jew-

ish and Christian patrons and high-

lights the distinctive manuscript 

styles that both faith groups shared. 

In chapter 4, the author brings to-

gether all the evidence presented in 

previous chapters in arguing that 

composition and choice of motifs as 

well as methods of design clearly 

indicate that all these manuscripts 

were illuminated in the same work-

shop. Her detailed analysis, she ar-

gues, allows her to identify that 

workshop as situated in the Lake 

Constance region where the manu-

scripts were planned and developed. 

For example, the Lake Constance 

manuscripts have a repertoire of 

dragons and hybrids which are all 

designed in an identical style: this 

helps assign them to a single school 

of illumination. 

In the penultimate chapter of the 

book, Shalev-Eyni reflects on the 

authorship of these manuscripts and 

here her observations are quite fas-

cinating. One of the leading figures 

involved in the production of the 

Lake Constance manuscripts was a 

scribe called Hayyim. It was he 

who copied the greater part of the 

manuscripts that make up this cor-

pus. They are all written on parch-

ment of high quality, in a fine hand 

with careful page planning that at-

tests to the scribe’s high level of 

professionalism. Shalev-Eyni re-

flects on the scribe’s origins, his 

relationship with the Christian art-

ists in the local workshop, and more 

generally the close work ties that 

existed between Jews and Chris-

tians in the production of these He-

brew illuminated manuscripts.  

Jews among Christians is an emi-

nently scholarly work. The topic is 

assiduously and painstakingly re-

searched with enormous attention 

paid to the subtle visual details of 
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the manuscripts. The detailed evi-

dence she provides allows her to 

build up a very persuasive argument 

regarding the co-operation between 

Jews and Christians in the produc-

tion of religious manuscripts in the 

late 13th and early 14th centuries.  

The volume is beautifully presented 

with 109 black and white illustra-

tions – my one disappointment is 

that there is not a single colour il-

lustration. Given the detailed dis-

cussion of the importance of colour 

in the manuscripts, this was a great 

disappointment, more so since on 

the dust cover a beautiful colour 

image tantalisingly leads us to ex-

pect that there are more within. The 

volume includes a helpful appendix 

containing a catalogue of the manu-

scripts and also a very comprehen-

sive bibliography. There is no doubt 

that this volume will be of enor-

mous benefit as a source book for 

those specialists working in the area 

of Hebrew illuminated manuscripts. 

It is indeed a most fitting tribute to 

the memory of Professor Bezalel 

Narkiss, the renowned scholar of 

medieval Hebrew illuminated 

manuscripts, to whom the author, 

his student, expresses her profound 

gratitude.  

P. R. Robinson (ed.), Teaching 

Writing, Learning to Write:  

Proceedings of the XVIth Collo-

quium of the Comité International 

de PaléographieLatine (King’s 

College London Medieval Studies. 

London: King’s College London 

Centre for Late Antique and Me-

dieval Studies, 2010). 380 pp. ISBN 

9780953983858. £50. 

Reviewed by Dr Raluca Radulescu, 

Centre for Medieval Studies, Ban-

gor University.  

As its title indicates, this volume 

contains the proceedings of the 

XVIth CIPL colloquium, which 

took place in London in 2008. It 

contains twenty-one essays organ-

ised under six sections: ‘Ancient 

and Early Medieval Practice (con-

tributions by Paolo Fioretti, David 

Ganz, Martin Steinmann, Patrizia 

Carmassi, and Aliza Cohen-

Mushlin), ‘Learning to Write A 

Vernacular’ (Annina Seiler, Ales-

sandro Zironi, and Jerzy Kaliszuk), 

‘Learning to Write in Northern 

Europe’ (Åslaug Ommundsen, Erik 

Niblaeus, and Guðvarður Már 

Gunnlaugsson), ‘Learning to Write 

in Southern Europe’ (Cristina 

Mantegna, Irene Ceccherini, Jesús 

Alturo, Carmen del Camino 

Martínez, and Maria do Rosário 

Barbosa Morujão), ‘Numbers and 

Abbreviations’ (Charles Burnett 

and Olaf Pluta), and ‘Iconographic 

Evidence’ (Lucy Freeman Sandler, 

Alison Stones, and Berthold Kress). 

The coverage of this collection is 

impressive, yet we are reminded 

that it was not intended to be ex-

haustive, given the wide-ranging 

topics proposed and the pioneering 

nature of its contents. In every way, 

the volume does justice to the broad 

expertise of the Committee, also 

expressed in the multi-lingual con-

tributions, which are predominantly 

in English, but with essays in 

French, Italian, German and Span-

ish. 

The topics covered in this collection 

are, by their nature, difficult to con-

fine to chapter-length studies. Each 



AMARC Newsletter no. 59  October 2012 

 

 23 

 

in its turn offers insights into facets 

of teaching and learning the art of 

writing, and reveals difficulties in 

covering the development of these 

two aspects in depth either geo-

graphically or across time periods. 

In the collection’s first essay Paolo 

Fioretti returns attention to differ-

ences between ink writing and ‘a 

sgraffio’ writing in Ancient Rome, 

in particular in relation to the prac-

ticalities of teaching writing at pri-

mary level, by analysing examples 

of children’s writing, while David 

Ganz examines the theory of the 

master calligrapher in the eighth- 

and ninth-century insular manu-

scripts. Patrizia Carmassi’s essay 

adds a further dimension to this first 

section of the book: it focuses on a 

theoretical approach to the study of 

grammar in the Middle Ages via 

analysis of the curricula and words 

that define the activities of writing 

and understanding (litteratus) ver-

sus only writing (litterator) (p. 40) 

as well as the contents of grammar 

books from Cassiodorus to Isidore 

of Seville. The section is concluded 

by Aliza Cohen-Mushlin’s essay on 

the sixty-four strong scribal school 

at St Mary Magdalene in Franken-

thal in the Middle Rhine, which was 

active in the second part of the 

twelfth century. 

The second section starts with 

Annina Seiler’s examination of the 

particular problems issuing from 

the scripting of Germanic languages 

using the Roman alphabet; Ales-

sandro Zironi looks at evidence of 

the survival of Gothic culture in 

Carolingian manuscripts dated to 

ninth century. The following three 

chapters focus on areas ranging 

from Poland to Norway, Sweden 

and Iceland. Among them is Jerzy 

Kaliszuk’s interesting essay, in 

which he examines the difficulties 

encountered in transposing or notat-

ing the symbols or sounds peculiar 

to Polish using the Latin alphabet. 

Five essays discuss the way in 

which writing was learned in Tus-

cany, Catalonia, Portugal and 

Spain. Among them, Irene Cec-

cherini studies the two styles of 

script employed from the mid thir-

teenth to the mid fourteenth century 

in Florence, the cancelleresca, used 

primarily by notaries, and mer-

cantesca, found in business and ac-

count books. Jesús Alturo takes a 

very broad view of the development 

of teaching and learning of writing 

in Catalonia from the twelfth to the 

fifteenth century, while Carmen del 

Camino Martínez interrogates the 

links between learning to write and 

the social background and context 

in which writing was practiced in 

the kingdom of Catalonia in the 

later Middle Ages. 

Two essays form the following sec-

tion, both of them bringing innova-

tive approaches by focusing on the 

ways in which learning to write 

numerals developed (Charles Bur-

nett), and a short treatise meant to 

act as a tutorial for novice scribes, 

now extant in one fifteenth-century 

manuscript owned and used in a re-

ligious community (Olaf Pluta). As 

would be expected in a collection of 

this kind, the last section is dedi-

cated to iconographic evidence, and 

comprises three substantial contri-

butions, amply illustrated, from 

Lucy Freeman Sandler, Alison 

Stones, and Berthold Kress, on 

14th-century images of scribal prac-
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tice in the Lichtenthal Psalter, thir-

teenth-century France and learning 

in the grammar school, and the al-

phabets of Paul Lautensack, respec-

tively. 

This volume benefits from numer-

ous high quality illustrations ap-

pended to the chapters, though there 

is great variation in the choice and 

number of such visual support, de-

pending on the relevance of illustra-

tions to the topic in hand: the essays 

by Ganz, Steinmann, Zironi, 

Gunnlaugsson, Alturo and Morujão 

include no illustrations, whereas the 

essays on iconographic evidence 

contain nineteen (Sandler) and 

twenty one illustrations (Stones). In 

this the collection provides the 

reader with a real treat, and the 

teacher of palaeography with an in-

valuable teaching aid for future ref-

erence. 

Such a brief review cannot do jus-

tice to the rich material covered in 

this collection, or its path-breaking 

potential; it will appeal to palaeog-

raphers and manuscript specialists, 

but also to a wider and varied read-

ership, including those interested in 

written culture, but also cultural 

historians more generally. 

 

SOME RECENT  

PUBLICATIONS 

Bibliographical details are as given 

by contributors, press releases or 

websites and the amount of infor-

mation is variable. 

Art Researcher’s Guide to Edin-

burgh, ed. Kerry Eldon & Rose 

Roberto (ARLIS: UK & Ireland, 

2012). ISBN 978-0-9562763-2-2. 

£6.50. For full details and 

downloadable order form visit 

http://www.arlis.org.uk/resources.p

hp?link=1. 

Author, Reader, Book: Medieval 

Authorship in Theory and Practice, 

ed. Stephen Partridge & Erik 

Kwakkel (Toronto: University of 

Toronto Press, 2012). 336 pp. ISBN 

9780802099341. $75 (cloth); e-

book (EPUB format) $74.99.  

Bibliotheca marsdeniana philologi-

ca et orientalis. A Catalogue of 

Books and Manuscripts Collected 

with a View to the General Com-

parison of Languages, and to the 

Study of Oriental Literature, Wil-

liam Marsden (Cambridge: CUP, 

2012). 318 pp. ISBN 978-1-1080-

4717-3. £24.99. 

The ‘Bohun of Fressingfield’ Cartu-

lary, ed. Bridget Wells-Furby (Suf-

folk Charters series, Woodbridge: 

Boydell Press, 2011), 240 pp. ISBN 

978-1-8438-3690-2. £30. 

The Cambridge History of the Book 

in Britain, vol. i: c. 400-1100, ed. 

Richard Gameson (Cambridge: 

CUP, 20112). 824 pp. ISBN 

9780521-583459. £110/$180. 

Cambridge Music Manuscripts, 

900–1700, ed. by Iain Fenlon 

(Cambridge: CUP, 2012). 190 pp. 

ISBN:9780521107372. £13.99. 

Based on an exhibition held at the 

Fitzwilliam Museum in 1982.  

Catalogue of Irish Manuscripts in 

Cambridge Libraries, Pádraig de 

Brún & Máire Herbert (Cambridge: 

CUP, 2011). 220 pp. ISBN 

9780521155182. £13.99. First 

published in 1986. 

A Catalogue of the Manuscripts 

Preserved in the Library of the Uni-

http://www.arlis.org.uk/resources.php?link=1
http://www.arlis.org.uk/resources.php?link=1
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versity of Cambridge, ed. H. R. 

Luard (Cambridge: CUP, 2011). 6 

vols. ISBN 978-1-10803439-5. £33 

each or £180 for the set. First pub-

lished 1856-67. 

A Catalogue of Western Book Illu-

mination in the Fitzwilliam Museum 

and the Cambridge Colleges. Part 

Two: Italy and the Iberian Penin-

sula, ed. S. Panayotova, N. Morgan, 

S. Reynolds (Turnhout: Brepols, 

2012). 720 pp., 900 col. illustr. 

ISBN 978-1-905375-85-1. €200. 

Devotion from Dawn to Dusk. The 

office of the Virgin in Books of 

Hours of the Koninklijke Biblio-

theek in The Hague, E. König, 

(Koninklijke Bibliotheek, Den 

Haag / NIAS, Wassenaar / Prima-

vera Pers, Leiden, 2012). 60 pp. 

ISBN 978-90-5997-119-6. 

English Collectors of Books and 

Manuscripts (1530–1930) and their 

Marks of Ownership, Seymour De 

Ricci (Cambridge: CUP, 2011). 228 

pp. ISBN 9780521156462. £14.99. 

Originally published in 1930. 

Epigraphic Literacy and Christian 

Identity. Modes of Written Dis-

course in the Newly Christian Eu-

ropean North, ed. Kristel Zilmer & 

Judith Jesch (Turnhout: Brepols, 

2012), vi + 273 pp., b&w illustr. 

ISBN 978-2-503-54294-2 (print), 

ISBN 978-2-503-54318-5 (online), 

€80. 

La escritura visigótica en la Penín-

sula Ibérica: nuevas aportaciones, 

ed. J. Alturo Perucho, M. Torras 

Cortina & A. Castro Correa (Actas 

de la Jornada Internacional organi-

zada por el Seminari de Paleografia, 

Codicologia i Diplomàtica, 26 ma-

yo de 2010; Bellaterra: Universitat 

Autònoma de Barcelona, 2012). 

181 pp. ISBN 978-84-490-2862-5. 

€14. 

Die europäischen Illustrationen des 

‘Reineke Fuchs’ bis zum 16. Jah-

rhundert. Band I: Textteil; Band II, 

Beatrix Zumbült (Katalogteil Wis-

senschaftliche Schriften der WWU 

Münster, Reihe X, Band 8 1-2. 

Münster: MV-Verlag 2011). Band 

1: 433 pp., Band 2, 525 pp. ISBN 

978-3-8405-0047-3. €56.80. Order 

online at http://www.mv-

buchshop.de. 

Forty-One Facsimiles of Dated 

Christian Arabic Manuscripts, ed. 

& trans. Agnes Smith Lewis & 

Margaret Dunlop Gibson (Cam-

bridge: CUP, 2012). 176 pp. ISBN 

9781108043526. £15.99. 

Gelehrtes Leben im Kloster. Sankt 

Emmeram als Bildungszentrum im 

Spätmittelalter, ed. Peter von 

Schmid & Rainer Scharf (Frankfurt: 

Peter Lang Verlag, 2012), 284 pp., 

ISBN 978-3-89975-285-4  

Glosa Victorina super partem Pris-

ciani De Constructione (ms. Paris, 

Bibliothèque de l’Arsenal 910), ed. 

K. M. Fredborg (Turnhout: Brepols, 

2012), xxx+97 pp. ISBN: 978-2-

503-54097-9. €75.  

The minutes of the Antrim minis-

ters’ meetings, 1654–8, ed. Mark S. 

Sweetnam (Dublin: Four Courts 

Press, 2012). 190 pp. ISBN 978-1-

84682-329-9. €50 (€45 online at 

http://www.fourcourtspress.ie). 

Some of the earliest surviving re-

cords of the Presbyterian Church in 

Ireland. 

La producció i circulació de llibres 

clandestins des de l’antiguitat fins 

als nostres diez, ed. J. Alturo Peru-

http://www.brepols.net/Pages/ShowAuthor.aspx?lid=103238
http://www.brepols.net/Pages/ShowAuthor.aspx?lid=124635
http://www.mv-buchshop.de/
http://www.mv-buchshop.de/
http://www.brepols.net/Pages/ShowAuthor.aspx?lid=110008
http://www.fourcourtspress.ie)./
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cho, M. Torras Cortina & A. Castro 

Correa (Actes de les segones Jorna-

des Internacionals de història del 

llibre i de la lectura, 20-21 

d’octubre de 2010; Bellaterra: Uni-

versitat Autònoma de Barcelona, 

2012). 118 pp. ISBN 978-84-490-

2840-3. €12. 

La Queste del Saint Graal (The 

Quest of the Holy Grail) From the 

Old French Lancelot of Yale 229 

with Essays, Glossaries, and Notes 

to the Text, ed. E. Willingham 

(Turnhout: Brepols, 2012). viii+344 

pp., 28 col. illustr. ISBN 978-2-

503-51678-3. €90.  

Seals in Context: Medieval Wales 

and the Welsh Marches, John 

McEwan & Elizabeth A. New 

(Aberystwyth: CAA Aberystwyth 

University, 2012). ISBN 978-1-

84521-486-9. 

Turning Over a New Leaf: Change 

and Development in the Medieval 

Book, ed. Erik Kwakkel, Rosamond 

McKitterick & Rodney Thomson 

(Leiden: Leiden University Press, 

2012). 224 pp. ISBN 978-908-72-

8155-7. €34.95. 

Welsh Law in Medieval Anglesey. 

British Library, Harleian MS 1796 

(Latin C), by Paul Russell, (Texts 

and Studies in Medieval Welsh Law 

II; Cambridge: Seminar Cyfraith 

Hywel, 2011). 136 pp. ISBN: 978-

095-6108913. £10. 

Electronic Publications 

Supplements to Koert van der 

Horst, Illuminated and decorated 

medieval manuscripts in the Uni-

versity Library, Utrecht (1989) 

can now be downloaded at: 

http://bc.library.uu.nl/node/629. 

Journal of the Early Book Society. 

The website of the Early Book  

Society now has an online index to 

the articles and Nota Bene notes 

published in all volumes of JEBS: 

http://www.nyu.edu/projects/EBS/. 

The index, a download-able PDF, 

was compiled by Linne Mooney. 

Studies in Medieval and Renais-

sance Teaching (19.1, Spring 

2012). Contents comprise: Intro-

duction by Michael Johnston; An-

drew Taylor, ‘Experiencing Author-

ity, Confronting the Cool: Bringing 

Medieval Book History into the 

Classroom’; David C. Mengel, 

‘Teaching the Codex as Writing 

Technology’; Allison Muri, ‘Teach-

ing the History and Future of the 

Book’; Dabney A. Bankert and 

Mark Rankin, ‘Teaching Medieval 

and Early Modern Manuscript and 

Print Culture in Theory and Prac-

tice’; Michael Johnston, ‘The Histo-

ry of the Book as a Supplement to 

the Literature Survey’; Eric J. John-

son, ‘‘A closed book is a mute wit-

ness’: A Curator’s Approach to-

ward Teaching with Rare Books 

and Manuscripts’; annotated bibli-

ography.  

 

WEBSITES & ONLINE  

RESOURCES 

Koninklijke Bibliotheek (Royal 

Library), The Hague  

www.kb.nl/menu/bladerboeken.htm

l.  

A number of important manu-

scripts, scanned at high resolution, 

are now available on this Dutch-

medium website. They include the 

oldest book in the KB, the 10th-

century Egmond Gospels (MS 76 F 

1); the Gruuthuse manuscript (c. 

1395-1408) of vernacular songs; an 

http://bc.library.uu.nl/node/629
http://www.nyu.edu/projects/EBS/
http://www.kb.nl/menu/bladerboeken.html
http://www.kb.nl/menu/bladerboeken.html
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early 15th-century copy of Frois-

sart’s Chronicle; an early 14th-cent 

copy of the Dutch romance of Lan-

celot; psalters and books of Hours, 

as well as important later manu-

scripts and early printed books.  

Utrecht University Library  

The most recently digitized manu-

scripts and printed items can now 

be seen at 

http://bc.library.uu.nl/recently-

digitized. The latest items include 

two half leaves of a 9th-century 

sacramentary, probably made for 

the Utrecht bishop Odilbald (c. 870-

898) (Utrecht UL MS 163); an early 

15th-century copy of a Dutch trans-

lation of Profectus religiosorum 

(UUL MS 1020), the oldest manu-

script (1440x1450) of the Rosarium 

Jesu et Mariae by the mid-15th 

century Carthusian monk Jacobus 

van Gruitrode (Jacob de Gruytrode 

(UUL MS 229); the most complete 

manuscript draft of the earliest Hin-

dustani grammar, by Joan Josua 

Ketelaar, written in the late 17th 

century. Early printed material in-

cludes a 1504 copy, with woodcuts, 

of a Middle-Dutch life of Saint 

Francis. Also available on the site 

are early maps and charts. Each 

item is accompanied by a brief cata-

logue description, introductory and 

bibliographical notes. 

The British Library’s Digitised 

Manuscripts website 
(http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/) 

The site now hosts images of ap-

proximately 750 medieval manu-

scripts, following the successful 

completion of the Royal Manu-

scripts and Harley Science Projects. 

Each manuscript is available in its 

entirety, with enhanced descriptions 

of their contents and physical ap-

pearance. Already available on 

Digitised Manuscripts are some of 

the British Library’s greatest me-

dieval treasures, including the Lin-

disfarne Gospels and the newly-

acquired St Cuthbert Gospel (see 

above, p. 18), together with 548 

Greek manuscripts digitised thanks 

to funding from the Stavros Niar-

chos Foundation. Over 60 manu-

scripts featured in the Library’s re-

cent Royal Manuscripts: The Gen-

ius of Illumination exhibition have 

also been digitised in full and added 

to the website, thanks to a grant 

from the Arts & Humanities Re-

search Council. The remainder of 

the most restricted manuscripts are 

now being digitised in order to im-

prove access and in the interest of 

preservation. 

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 

http://gawain.ucalgary.ca 

A digital facsimile of British Li-

brary MS Cotton Nero A.x. (art. 3), 

the unique manuscript of the Mid-

dle English texts Sir Gawain and 

the Green Knight and Pearl has 

now been made available by the 

Cotton Nero A.x. Project in col-

laboration with the British Library. 

The 180 very high resolution colour 

page images are an extremely sig-

nificant advance on the detail and 

representation of the manuscript 

offered by the Israel Gollancz 1923 

EETS facsimile.  

The images form the first published 

part of this project, which will also 

when complete include a full, 

highly detailed transcription of the 

manuscript and new introductory 

essays on it (history, codicology, 

palaeography, writing system, texts, 

illustrations) by prominent scholars.  

http://bc.library.uu.nl/recently-digitized
http://bc.library.uu.nl/recently-digitized
http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/
http://gawain.ucalgary.ca/
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The European Library 

www.theeuropeanlibrary.org  

The newly designed website offers 

access to the collections of Eu-

rope’s 48 national libraries, plus a 

growing number of leading research 

libraries.  

New features include the ability to 

search more quickly and easily, ex-

port records to reference manage-

ment tools Mendeley and Zotero, 

and access full metadata (for regis-

tered users).  

In addition, a new virtual exhibition 

has been launched, entitled Manu-

scripts and Princes in Medieval 

and Renaissance Europe. This 

features 34 of the most important 

illuminated manuscripts, from the 

more than 1000 digitised by the 

Europeana Regia project. 

These books were once owned by 

Carolingian Emperors, French King 

Charles V and the Aragonese kings 

of Naples. The software allows us-

ers to zoom in on each manuscript, 

flip through it page by page and 

even compare two manuscripts. 

The Carmichael Watson Project 

at Edinburgh University Library  
www.carmichaelwatson.lib.ed.ac.uk

(See also the blog at: 

www.carmichaelwatson.blogspot. 

com). 

Information provided by Dr 

Domhnall Uilleam Stiùbhart, Sen-

ior Researcher at the Project. 

This new website makes available 

for the first time the original 23 

field notebooks and 5 transcription 

notebooks of the celebrated but 

controversial Scottish Highland 

folklorist Alexander Carmichael 

(1832–1912), ref. GB 237 Coll-

97/CW. With generous funding 

from an AHRC Major Research 

Grant and in cooperation with 

Edina, the JISC National Data Cen-

tre, the project team at the Centre 

for Research Collections, Edin-

burgh University Library, have lo-

cated, transcribed, digitised, cata-

logued, and indexed Alexander 

Carmichael’s recordings at individ-

ual entry level, and put them online. 

A grant from the National Manu-

scripts Conservation Trust has al-

lowed us to conserve the notebooks 

for the future. 

Totalling some half a million words 

in Gaelic and English, and com-

piled over fifty years, the re-

cordings offer remarkable and fas-

cinating insights into the oral cul-

ture, history, customs, beliefs, and 

way of life of Gaelic-speakers in 

the Hebrides and west Highlands in 

the late nineteenth century. Texts – 

often haphazardly scribbled down 

in atrocious handwriting – range 

from lengthy folktales, waulking 

songs, and historical narratives to 

individual proverbs and local anec-

dotes. Of particular interest are the 

secret charms and incantations, the 

reciters of which were ‘rare and 

reticent’. The website allows com-

parison of many original charm 

texts with their counterparts as 

printed in Carmichael’s controver-

sial magnum opus, Carmina Gade-

lica, the first two volumes of which 

were printed in 1900. We can now 

gauge how Carmichael polished, 

regularised, and archaicised his 

texts in order to make them con-

form to his Celtic Twilight vision of 

the refined and spiritual Gael. 

Using EAD (Encoded Archival De-

scription), the notebooks were cata-

logued and indexed in accordance 

http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/
http://www.carmichaelwatson.lib.ed.ac.uk(see/
http://www.carmichaelwatson.lib.ed.ac.uk(see/
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with international descriptive stan-

dards ISAD(G) and ISAAR CPF. 

For each entry in a notebook, the 

catalogue description was enhanced 

with an index to subjects, people, 

families, corporate bodies, places 

and genres (songs, stories, charms 

etc) as appropriate, improving its 

contextual information. Each place 

was geo-referenced and both Gaelic 

and English versions of the place-

name recorded where necessary.  

The project was the first in the UK 

to use Encoded Archival Context 

(EAC) to create short biographies 

of the hundreds of individuals who 

are recorded in the notebooks, giv-

ing shape to the person behind the 

name. In addition to this extensive 

indexing all of the notebooks were 

transcribed and tagged using TEI 

(Text Encoding Initiative), allowing 

the transcriptions to link to both in-

dex and catalogue entries. Digital 

images of the notebooks were made 

and each page linked to the relevant 

transcription and catalogue entry 

(or entries). Adding to the visual 

dimension of the resource was the 

inclusion in every catalogue entry 

of contemporary OS maps pinpoint-

ing every geo-reference. Geo-

referencing the places also enabled 

the data to be linked to the websites 

Flickr, Geograph and Geonames 

allowing users to see the geographi-

cal context of items. 

Women’s Archive of Wales 

www.womensarchivewales.org/ 

Archif Menywod Cymru/Women’s 

Archive of Wales was founded in 

1997. Following concern amongst 

researchers and curators that the 

source materials for the study of 

women’s history in Wales were in 

great danger of becoming lost, His-

torians Deirdre Beddoe and the late 

Ursula Masson, both of the Univer-

sity of Glamorgan, played a crucial 

role in bringing together a meeting 

of interested women in December 

1997 which led to the formation of 

the Archive.  

The Archive does not itself retain 

archival material but enables its 

transfer to the care of the most suit-

able repository. Its main aim is to 

raise the profile of women in the 

history of Wales and encourage the 

study and understanding of those 

women’s lives. It also works with 

the Welsh County Archive Services 

and the National Library of Wales 

to help people understand the his-

toric value of women’s papers, pho-

tographs and memorabilia and to 

facilitate the long-term survival of 

this valuable evidence. The Archive 

provides a national network for 

people interested in researching 

women’s history.  

Events include an Annual Confer-

ence at which students and individ-

ual researchers can present work in 

progress as well as book launches, 

talks, exhibitions, and women’s his-

tory road shows, sometimes in col-

laboration with other relevant or-

ganisations. The road shows in-

crease appreciation of the historical 

importance of personal and family 

archives and encourage owners to 

allow items in their possession to be 

photographed or deposited in a lo-

cal record office or the National Li-

brary.  

A quarterly Newsletter is published 

for members. The Archive, which is 

a charity financed by members’ 

subscriptions, now has a member-

http://mail.yahoo.com/
http://www.womensarchivewales.org/
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ship of nearly 200. Further infor-

mation and membership forms may 

be found on the website. 

The website, which includes a gal-

lery of images arranged thematical-

ly, has now been launched, and fur-

ther material is added regularly.  

British Armorial Bindings  

Database  

http://armorial.library.utoronto.ca/ 

The Bibliographical Society in con-

junction with the University of To-

ronto has launched this major new 

online resource for book history, 

begun by John Morris and contin-

ued by Philip Oldfield. The cata-

logue, which attempts to record all 

known British armorial bookbind-

ing stamps used by personal owners 

to mark and decorate their books, 

reproduces over 3300 stamps used 

between the 16th and 20th centu-

ries, associated with nearly 2000 

individual owners and is intended 

primarily as a tool to facilitate the 

identification of heraldic stamps.  

Stamps may be searched by heral-

dic devices, such as arms, crest, 

mottoes etc. Owners can be found 

under their family name, their titu-

lar name, rank in the peerage, and 

by gender. The 12,000 odd books 

which provide the sources for the 

stamps, from libraries around the 

world, may be sorted by author and 

title, and individual libraries can be 

searched for their holdings of armo-

rial bindings.  

Catholic Heritage website 

http://archive.catholic-heritage.net 

For a few years, a number of ar-

chive and library institutions in the 

Catholic Church in the UK and con-

tinental Europe have been co-

operating to bring together union 

catalogues for their archive and li-

brary holdings. The Catholic Herit-

age website was launched in 2011, 

very quietly whilst technical testing 

proceeded. Since then there have 

been a number of updates to the 

contents, and catalogues from seven 

archives spread across four Europe-

an countries, amounting to 35,378 

catalogue entries, and over 350 col-

lections are now available. England, 

London: Catholic Bishops’ Confer-

ence of England and Wales; Society 

of Jesus, British Province; West-

minster Diocesan Archives; Italy, 

Rome: Pontifical Scots College; 

Scotland, Edinburgh: Scottish 

Catholic Archives; Spain, Salaman-

ca: Royal Scots College; Spain, 

Valladolid: Royal English College. 

Details of the collections included 

can be downloaded from the 

‘What’s available’ page on 

www.catholic-heritage.net. 

It is anticipated that more catalogue 

entries will be loaded in the coming 

months, once various processing 

tasks have been completed. 

Feedback is welcome: please con-

tact Andrew R Nicoll, Columba 

House, 16 Drummond Place, Edin-

burgh EH3 6PL. Tel. +44 (0) 131 

556 3661; e-mail: andrew.nicoll 

@scottishcatholicarchives.org.uk. 

ARLIS UK & Ireland 

http://www.arlis.org.uk/ 

ARLIS/UK & Ireland: the Art Li-

braries Society is the professional 

organisation for people involved in 

providing library and information 

services and documenting re-

sources in the visual arts. Founded 

in 1969, the Society is an educa-

tional charity with over 700 mem-

bers worldwide, including librari-

http://armorial.library.utoronto.ca/
http://archive.catholic-heritage.net/
http://www.catholic-heritage.net/
mailto:andrew.nicoll@scottishcatholicarchives.org.uk
mailto:andrew.nicoll@scottishcatholicarchives.org.uk
http://www.arlis.org.uk/
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ans, archivists, libraries, publishers 

and specialist library suppliers. 

The website provides details of a 

wide range of useful resources for 

curators and researchers, as well as 

details of membership, ARLIS 

conferences &c. For details of the 

latest volume in the series of Art 

Researchers’ Guides, see p. 24 

above. 

The Group for Literary Archives 

and Manuscripts (GLAM) 

(http://glam-archives.org.uk/) 

The group has now published 

online its cataloguing guidelines 

(http://glam-archives.org.uk 

/?page_id=1147), offering a practi-

cal interpretation of ISAD(G). It is 

hoped that these will be of general 

use for all cataloguers of literary 

papers, but particularly so for indi-

viduals who are not professionally 

trained in archival description. The 

work was undertaken by GLAM’s 

Cataloguing Working Party at the 

request of members who saw a need 

to assist librarians, curators, 

paraprofessionals, PhD candidates 

and others who may find them-

selves responsible for the catalogu-

ing of literary archives. 

The guidelines use literary exam-

ples from member institutions’ 

catalogues to explain the various 

data elements required by the Inter-

national Standard for Archival De-

scription. There is also an accom-

panying thesaurus and glossary of 

terms. 

Deciphering Tironian Notes 

http://www.rzuser.uni-

heidelberg.de/~mw8/snt2/n/incipit. 

htm or http://www.martinellus.de. 

This web-based resource for the 

verification and deciphering of the 

early medieval shorthand, system, 

Tironian Notes, has been developed 

by Martin Hellmann. It comprises 

some 13000 graphs, a substantial 

proportion of those listed in 

Wilhelm Schmitz’s Commentarii 

Notarum Tironianarum (1893), and 

is constantly being expanded. 

British Library Blogs 

Music  

The British Library now has a blog 

devoted to its music collections at: 

britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/music. 

This will report on new acquisi-

tions, events and other matters. 

Recent posts include items on the 

BL at WOMAD, the Maltese Musi-

cal Collection, the 150th anniver-

sary of Delius and Early Music 

online resources. 

Medieval Manuscripts 

http://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/di

gitisedmanuscripts/@blmedieval 

The activities of the British Li-

brary’s Medieval and Earlier Manu-

scripts section are publicised widely 

on its blog and via Twitter. Regular 

reports are published on the BL’s 

digitisation projects, including the 

Royal Manuscripts Digitisation and 

Harley Science Projects (see illus-

tration, p. 35), our events and exhi-

bitions, and new acquisitions. 

Feedback from our users is wel-

comed. The blog also includes posts 

written by researchers working on 

the British Library’s collections, 

notably Alixe Bovey on the Smith-

field Decretals and Adam Cohen on 

Arundel MS 155. 

John Rylands Library Special 

Collections Blog 

http://rylandscollections.wordpress.

com/  

http://www.rzuser.uni-heidelberg.de/~mw8/snt2/n/incipit.%20htm
http://www.rzuser.uni-heidelberg.de/~mw8/snt2/n/incipit.%20htm
http://www.rzuser.uni-heidelberg.de/~mw8/snt2/n/incipit.%20htm
http://www.martinellus.de/
http://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/@blmedieval
http://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/@blmedieval
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The John Rylands Library has start-

ed a blog devoted to its Special Col-

lections, reporting on new acces-

sions, displays, events and other 

news. Recent posts include items on 

the recently-acquired Holman Hunt 

letters (see above, p. 20), and the 

loan to the Uffizi Gallery in Flor-

ence of Italian MS 1, an illuminated 

late 14th-century manuscript of 

works by Dante and Petrarch. 

Bibliothèque multimédia inter-

communale Épinal-Golbey 

www.bmi-epinalgolbey.fr/opacweb 

aloes/index.aspx 

The website features a ‘Patrimoine’ 

section including full digital fac-

similes of manuscripts and archives 

in the BMI’s collections, including 

medieval chronicles and music 

manuscripts. Amongst the treasures 

represented are the early-8th cen-

tury Anglo-Saxon Épinal Glossary 

and the 11th-century copy of St 

Mark’s Gospel, which has recently 

undergone careful conservation. 

Originally from Saint Goëry 

d’Épinal, the richly-illuminated 

manuscript, known as the ‘Évangé-

liaire pourpre’, was rebound in the 

14-15th century in a remarkable 

binding whose front board incorpo-

rates part of a 14th century diptych. 

It was presented to the town in the 

mid-19th century by the marquis de 

Ludres. 

e-Codices 

(www.e-codices.unifr.ch/) 

Recent additions to the site include 

the three extant portions of a 

parchment and papyrus manuscript 

of the works of Augustine with an-

notations by Florus of Lyon (d. c. 

860), now in the Bibliothèque de 

Genève (www.e-codices. 

unifr.ch/de/list/one/bge/lat0016), 

the Bibliothèque nationale de 

France, Paris (www.e-codices. 

unifr.ch/de/list/one/bnf/lat11641) 

and the National Library of Russia, 

St. Petersburg (http://www.e-

codices.unifr.ch/de/list/one/nlr/lat-

F-I-1). Other additions include the 

Physiologus latinus from the 

Burgerbibliothek Bern 

(http://www.e-codices. 

unifr.ch/de/list/one/bbb/0318), one 

of the oldest extant illuminated cop-

ies of this text.  

 

MSS & ARCHIVES NEWS 
Tercentenary of Trinity College 

Library, Dublin 

www.tcd.ie/Library/tercentenary/ 

This year Trinity College Dublin is 

celebrating the tercentenary of an 

iconic building. The foundation 

stone for the Old Library building 

in Trinity College was laid on 12 

May 1712 (Julian Calendar). In the 

300 years since, the building itself 

has become internationally recog-

nised as an outstanding example of 

library design and is greatly ad-

mired for the grace and discipline in 

the organisation of recorded 

thought. As the sole College library 

for over 200 years, it was the place 

of study for many of Trinity’s most 

famous alumni. Over 500,000 visi-

tors come to enjoy the Library 

every year, to see the Book of Kells 

Exhibition and to experience the 

Long Room. 

The Tercentenary is being marked 

by a series of events, including an 

exhibition on the history of the Old 

Library and its collections (see 

above, p. 14), a library conference 

was held in June, the publication of 

http://www.bmi-epinalgolbey.fr/opacweb%20aloes/index.aspx
http://www.bmi-epinalgolbey.fr/opacweb%20aloes/index.aspx
http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/
http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/de/list/one/nlr/lat-F-I-1
http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/de/list/one/nlr/lat-F-I-1
http://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/de/list/one/nlr/lat-F-I-1
http://www.tcd.ie/Library/tercentenary/
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a book on the Library and its collec-

tions, celebrity readings from the 

Library’s collection of children’s 

books and other events celebrating 

the role of the building in Dublin. 

The Library is also marking this 

year by launching the ‘Patrons of 

the Library’ initiative to provide 

support for the acquisition and care 

of its collections, and to create a 

state-of-the art research facility for 

scholars to work on its collections. 

Found: the Codex Calixtinus 

The theft of the 12th-century Codex 

Calixtinus, one of the most notable 

manuscripts of medieval Spain, 

from the cathedral of Santiago de 

Compostela was reported in July 

2011 (see Newsletter no. 57, p. 31). 

A year later, at the beginning of Ju-

ly 2012 it was announced that the 

Codex had come to light in a garage 

at the home of a man arrested in 

connection with the robbery. José 

Manuel Fernández Castiñeiras had 

worked at the cathedral for 25 years 

as an electrical contractor. His wife, 

their son and the son’s girlfriend 

were also arrested.  

On preliminary inspection the man-

uscript, which was found wrapped 

in a plastic bag and concealed under 

bricks and bags of cement, ap-

peared to be in undamaged. The 

news, allaying fears that the manu-

script could have been sold into 

private hands or broken up, was 

greeted with considerable relief. 

Other apparently stolen items re-

portedly found at the premises in-

cluded books, silver items and 

vestments. For full reports (in Span-

ish and Greman)see: 

http://www.lavozdegalicia.es/notici

a/ocioycultura/2012/07/04/aparece-

codice-calixtino-garaje-cerca-

santia-

go/0003_201207G4P38997.htm, or 

http://www.nzz.ch/aktuell/panoram

a/codex-calixtinus-polizei-findet-

gestohlenes-jakobsbuch-

1.17319102. 

The Women’s Library, London 
Researchers have expressed great 

concern about the future of the 

Women’s Library, formerly the 

Fawcett Library, which in recent 

years has been part of the London 

Metropolitan University’s library 

services, after the University an-

nounced that it no longer wished to 

maintain it. The Women’s Library 

holds the most extensive collection 

in the UK of printed and archival 

materials relating to women’s histo-

ry. Some years ago the university 

received grant funding from the 

HLF to improve its storage facilities 

etc, and the opening of a new read-

ing room and exhibition room, all 

fully accessible, was warmly wel-

comed.  

In March this year, however, the 

University’s governors decided to 

‘seek alternative ownership of the 

[…] Library’ as part of a wider 

cost-saving exercise. Since then, 

however, seven organisations have 

been preparing bids to acquire the 

collections. The bidders are: Senate 

House, University of London; Man-

chester City Council; London 

School of Economics, University of 

London; Warwick University; Uni-

versity of York. The priority must 

be to keep intact these unparalleled 

and indispensable collections, but 

they must also remain easily acces-

sible to researchers. For updates 

visit 

http://www.lavozdegalicia.es/noticia/ocioycultura/2012/07/04/aparece-codice-calixtino-garaje-cerca-santiago/0003_201207G4P38997.htm
http://www.lavozdegalicia.es/noticia/ocioycultura/2012/07/04/aparece-codice-calixtino-garaje-cerca-santiago/0003_201207G4P38997.htm
http://www.lavozdegalicia.es/noticia/ocioycultura/2012/07/04/aparece-codice-calixtino-garaje-cerca-santiago/0003_201207G4P38997.htm
http://www.lavozdegalicia.es/noticia/ocioycultura/2012/07/04/aparece-codice-calixtino-garaje-cerca-santiago/0003_201207G4P38997.htm
http://www.lavozdegalicia.es/noticia/ocioycultura/2012/07/04/aparece-codice-calixtino-garaje-cerca-santiago/0003_201207G4P38997.htm
http://www.nzz.ch/aktuell/panorama/codex-calixtinus-polizei-findet-gestohlenes-jakobsbuch-1.17319102
http://www.nzz.ch/aktuell/panorama/codex-calixtinus-polizei-findet-gestohlenes-jakobsbuch-1.17319102
http://www.nzz.ch/aktuell/panorama/codex-calixtinus-polizei-findet-gestohlenes-jakobsbuch-1.17319102
http://www.nzz.ch/aktuell/panorama/codex-calixtinus-polizei-findet-gestohlenes-jakobsbuch-1.17319102
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www.londonmet.ac.uk/thewomensli

brary/support-us/stwlpage.cfm. 

The Mendham Collection at risk 

Canterbury Cathedral and the Uni-

versity of Kent have joined forces 

in a campaign to save the Mendham 

Collection from being dispersed. 

The Collection, which is owned by 

the Law Society of England and 

Wales, contains about 5,000 invalu-

able items including medieval 

manuscripts, rare books and unique 

copies of some of the earliest books 

to have ever been printed. It has 

been held under the custodianship 

of the University and Cathedral for 

nearly thirty years. Despite an 

agreement that the Cathedral and 

University will retain the custodian-

ship of the Collection until the 31 

December 2013, the Law Society 

gave notice of its instruction to 

Sotheby’s to remove the most valu-

able items on 18 July 2012 as part 

of a fundraising drive. 

The collection was formed in the 

19th century by Joseph Mendham, 

an Anglican clergyman with a keen 

interest in the history of theology. 

Since 1984 this collection has been 

accessible through the Cathedral to 

students and researchers from 

around the world. A full scholarly 

catalogue was published with pub-

lic funds from the British Library in 

1994; a condition of the funding 

was that the collection should not 

be dispersed. 

The collection was donated by the 

Mendham family to the Law Soci-

ety at the end of the 19th century on 

the understanding that it would be 

kept intact, and both the Cathedral 

and the University are deeply sad-

dened by the Society’s disregard for 

the family’s wishes as well as its 

determination to break up a collec-

tion of such national significance. 

Dr Alixe Bovey, Director of the 

University’s Centre for Medieval 

and Early Modern Studies, and 

Chair of the Mendham Task Force 

said: ‘The collection is a valuable 

witness to the development of Prot-

estantism and Catholicism, and the 

tensions between them, from the 

time of the Reformation up to 

Mendham’s lifetime. The imminent 

removal of the most valuable items 

will cause irreparable damage to the 

coherence and richness of this his-

toric collection. While we appreci-

ate the need for the Law Society to 

raise funds, we ask that the Society 

works with us to find a way to pre-

serve this invaluable collection.’  

Already more than 3,500 people 

from all over the world have signed 

the petition entreating the Law So-

ciety to reconsider its decision,but 

the battle is still far from won and 

those who have not yet signed the 

petition are urged to do so. Visit: 

http://www.change.org/en-

GB/petitions/the-law-society-of-

england-and-wales-stop-the-break-

up-and-sale-of-the-mendham-

collection?utm. 

Discovered: Origen’s Homilies on 

the Psalms in their Original 

Greek Version  

The ongoing cataloguing project at 

the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek of 

all Greek manuscripts from the col-

lection previously owned by Johann 

Jakob Fugger, has led to an impor-

tant discovery. While cataloguing a 

12th-century manuscript, philolo-

gist Marina Molin Pradel was able 

to identify numerous passages from 

http://www.londonmet.ac.uk/thewomenslibrary/support-us/stwlpage.cfm
http://www.londonmet.ac.uk/thewomenslibrary/support-us/stwlpage.cfm
http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/the-law-society-of-england-and-wales-stop-the-break-up-and-sale-of-the-mendham-collection?utm
http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/the-law-society-of-england-and-wales-stop-the-break-up-and-sale-of-the-mendham-collection?utm
http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/the-law-society-of-england-and-wales-stop-the-break-up-and-sale-of-the-mendham-collection?utm
http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/the-law-society-of-england-and-wales-stop-the-break-up-and-sale-of-the-mendham-collection?utm
http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/the-law-society-of-england-and-wales-stop-the-break-up-and-sale-of-the-mendham-collection?utm
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the original Greek version of the 

homilies on the Psalms by Origen 

(185-253/4 AD), which were previ-

ously unknown. Origen Adamantius 

of Alexandria is considered the 

most important theologian of the 

early Christian Church before Saint 

Augustine of Hippo.  

The attribution of the texts to Ori-

gen has been confirmed by Lorenzo 

Perrone of Bologna University, an 

internationally renowned specialist 

for the works of this author. Hith-

erto Origen’s homilies on and inter-

pretations of the Psalms were 

known only in fragmentary trans-

mission or in Latin translations. The 

manuscript has been digitised by 

the BSB and can be accessed at 

www.digitale-sammlungen.de. En-

ter ‘Homiliae in psalmos’ or ‘Cod. 

graec. 314’, http://daten.digitale-

sammlun-

gen.de/bsb00050972/image_1.  

The BSB owns more than 650 

Greek manuscripts and thus holds 

the most important collection of this 

kind in Germany. 

 Contact: Dr. Claudia Fabian, Bay-

erische Staatsbibliothek, Abt. 

Handschriften und Alte Drucke 

Ludwigstr. 16, 80539 München; 

Tel.: +49 (0) 89/28638 2255; clau-

dia.fabian@bsb-muenchen.de. 

 

Leaf from a medieval Bestiary, 

British Library, MS Harley 3244, 

f. 45r.  
One of the manuscripts now avail-

able on the BL’s Digitised Manu-

scripts website: see above p. 31. 

© By kind permission of the British 

Library.

http://www.digitale-sammlungen.de/
http://daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/bsb00050972/image_1
http://daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/bsb00050972/image_1
http://daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/bsb00050972/image_1
mailto:claudia.fabian@bsb-muenchen.de
mailto:claudia.fabian@bsb-muenchen.de


AMARC Newsletter no. 59  October 2012 

 

 36 

 

A NEW BEGINNING FOR CUTHBERT  
 

 
 

The Cuthbert Gospel, British Library, Additional MS 89000, f. 1
r
.  

See report on its purchase, p. 18. 

© By kind permission of the British Library. 


