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AMARC MEMBERSHIP 

Membership can be personal or in-

stitutional. Institutional members 

receive two copies of mailings, have 

triple voting rights, and may send 

staff to meetings at the members‟ 

rate. Details and application forms 

are available from: 

www.amarc.org.uk. 

Enquiries about membership should 

be addressed to the Membership 

Secretary: 

Ms Rachel Freeman 

AMARC Membership Secretary 

c/o Lambeth Palace Library 

London SE1 7JU  

(rachel.freeman@c-of-e.org.uk) 

Please make sure that Rachel 

Freeman has your correct e-mail 

address. 

Annual subscription rates (April–

March) are:  

Personal Membership: £10 

Institutional Membership: £30 

(For non-sterling cheques, please 

add £7 extra to cover bank charges) 

Please send your payment to: 

Dr Michael Stansfield 

AMARC Treasurer 

c/o Durham University Library 

Palace Green 

Durham DH1 3RN. 

Payment by standing order is wel-

comed. Forms can be obtained from 

the Membership Secretary or Treas-

urer and are also available on  

 

 

the website. If more members with 

UK bank accounts could pay by 

standing order it would considera-

bly decrease the amount of time 

spent on administration. 

 

AMARC GRANTS 

and how to apply for them 

The Association can currently offer 

modest funding to enterprises that 

both: 

 bring AMARC and its activities 

to a wider audience and 

 support the stated aim of 

AMARC: to promote the acces-

sibility, preservation and ar-

chives of all periods in libraries 

and other research collections in 

Great Britain and Ireland. 

AMARC therefore invites applica-

tions from fully paid-up individual 

or institutional members for sterling 

grants in areas such as the follow-

ing: 

 Help in defraying the costs of 

holding conferences and work-

shops. 

 Support for small projects such 

as the web-publication of unpub-

lished catalogues of manu-

scripts. 

 Assistance to scholars in obtain-

ing reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of pro-

jects whose aims are in line with 

those of AMARC. 

http://www.amarc.org.uk/
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 The provision of equipment, 

such as perhaps book supports, 

to facilitate access to manu-

scripts. 

 Assistance with the necessary 

purchase of manuscripts and ar-

chives to benefit the AMARC 

community. 

 Carrying out conservation work 

on manuscripts and archives. 

NB Funds will NOT be made avail-

able towards the cost of commercial 

publication but will be allocated 

where they can be expected to pro-

vide the greatest benefit to the 

greatest number of people. Often 

this will be achieved by making 

several small awards rather than a 

few larger awards. Funding levels 

may vary from year to year, but it is 

anticipated that the Committee will 

make awards of not more than 

£1000 each, and of not more than 

£3000 in total each year. 

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, confer-

ence or work; its overall cost; the 

grant being sought; the names and 

addresses of two referees; details of 

the addressee for the cheque.  Ap-

plications should be submitted to Dr 

Michael Stansfield, AMARC 

Treasurer, c/o Durham University 

Library, Palace Green, Durham 

DH1 3RN or 

HUm.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk, at 

any time during the year. They will 

usually be considered at the next 

Committee meeting (usually held in 

April and October) and successful 

applicants will be informed soon 

thereafter. 

Successful applicants will be re-

quired to submit for publication in 

this newsletter a brief report (300-

500 words) of the use to which the 

grant was put. Full details appear on 

the AMARC website. 

 
7B 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
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tina Wagner. Thanks are also due to 
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The views expressed herein are 

those of the Editor and other named 

contributors. In addition to contri-

butions from  individuals, informa-

tion has been taken from a variety 

of websites, press releases etc., the 

accuracy of which cannot be guar-

anteed. You are advised to confirm 

details, especially if travelling to 

events or exhibitions. 

 

DEADLINE for publication in  

Issue no. 57 is 1 September 2011. 

Please send your articles or any 

news of interest to AMARC mem-

bers to the editor:  

Dr Ceridwen Lloyd-Morgan: 

Rhos Fach, Brynafan, Llanafan, 

Aberystwyth SY23 4BG, Wales. 

HUc.lloydmorgan@btopenworld.comU. 

Images submitted should be at least 

300 dpi and delivered on CD or via 

e-mail. 

NEXT AMARC MEETINGS 
Please note in your diary the dates 

of these meetings. Further details 

mailto:m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk
mailto:c.lloydmorgan@btopenworld.com
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will be circulated to members in 

good time. 

 

SUMMER MEETING 

London, Lambeth Palace Library 

27 June 2011 

This year‟s summer meeting marks 

the 400th anniversary of the King 

James Bible, and will explore the 

many forms in which the Bible has 

appeared. The day will comprise a 

series of talks exploring the illustra-

tion, translation and the codicology 

of the Bible.  

A full programme for the day will 

be sent to members shortly, but 

provisional details are as follows:  

David Parker (Birmingham Univer-

sity) explores revolutions in Bible 

production from papyrus to pixel; 

Richard Gameson (Durham Univer-

sity) examines the use of communal 

Bibles in the later Middle Ages; 

Berthold Kress (Cambridge Univer-

sity) discusses the illustration of the 

Book of Daniel; Eva de Visscher 

(Oxford University) looks at the ac-

tivity of English Medieval Hebra-

ists; Aled Jones (Aberystwyth Uni-

versity) explores the Calvinistic 

Methodists‟ translations of the Bi-

ble; and Scott Mandelbrote (Cam-

bridge University) the Little Gid-

ding harmonies and their place in 

early modern Bible illustration. 

The meeting will also offer mem-

bers a chance to see the Library‟s 

exhibition, Out of the Original Sa-

cred Tongues: the Bible and Trans-

lation (for further details see p. 19 

below), and will incorporate the 

AMARC annual general meeting.  

 

AMARC WINTER MEETING  

Edinburgh 

National Library of Scotland 

9 December 2011 

The meeting will focus on the fa-

mous John Murray Archive (JMA), 

and speakers are expected to in-

clude David McClay, Curator of the 

JMA, and Prof. Charles Withers, 

University of Edinburgh.  

 

PERSONAL NEWS 
Festschrift for Christopher de 

Hamel 
Dr A.I. Doyle, honorary President 

of AMARC, reflects on the publica-

tion of a Festschrift* for our current 

Chairman, Christopher de Hamel, 

and on the history of our 

Association. 

In 1992, I helped to set up 

AMARC, to succeed the long suc-

cessful Manuscripts Group of 

SCONUL (the Standing Conference 

of National and University Librar-

ies), which the latter wished to dis-

card, as a result of its expansion in 

members beyond ones with the 

same concerns.  Having persuaded 

potential members of a new group 

that it would be more appropriately 

and euphoniously styled an Asso-

ciation (of institutions as well as in-

dividuals) than a Society, I accepted 

office as Chairman, trying to bal-

ance activities between archives and 

other manuscripts, recognising that 

there were already organisations for 

the former, though fewer then, in 

Britain and Ireland, for the latter. I 

think the committee has done pretty 

well in its arrangements over the 

years, and in their venues for one-

day meetings in various places, with 

local efforts and hospitality. The 

committee also inherited from 

SCONUL responsibility in the 

United Kingdom for the catalogues 

of Dated and Dateable Manuscript 
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Books, of which Andrew Watson 

had done those for the British Li-

brary and Oxford libraries, and 

Pamela Robinson has for other 

London libraries and archives and 

for Cambridge. AMARC has served 

as a channel for funding these en-

terprises with aid from the Neil Ker 

Memorial Fund of the British Acad-

emy. 

When I decided it was time for me 

to give up the chairmanship it was 

Elizabeth Danbury, then Secretary, 

who had the inspiration to invite 

Christopher de Hamel to take it on.  

No one alive today can have seen as 

many medieval manuscript books, 

of all ages, origins and histories as 

he, in his career at Sotheby‟s, and 

since as Fellow Librarian of the 

Parker Library of Corpus Christi 

College, Cambridge. He has as-

sumed a professional charge like 

those of many members of 

AMARC, yet with an independent 

scholarly authority like that of many 

others. Now, only at the tender age 

of 60, he has won a very handsome 

Festschrift with contributions from 

38 grateful people he has helped, 

together with a biographical memoir 

and a list of his publications. It 

would be too long to list all the con-

tents and improper for one of the 

contributors to comment on them. 

Any library for codicologists should 

get a copy. 

*The Medieval Book: Glosses from 

Friends & Colleagues of Christo-

pher de Hamel, ed. Richard A. 

Linenthal, James H. Marrow & Wil-

liam Noel (HES & De Graaf, 

Houten (NL) 2010).  ISBN 987 90 

6194 3709. xxxi +467 pp; illustr.  

 € 69 (available from 

www.hesdegraaf.com).  

PROJECTS 
‘Bangor a’r Byd’: The Bangor 

Pontifical Project 

The project’s Co-Director, Dr Sue 

Niebrzydowski of Bangor Univer-

sity, reports on the latest develop-

ments.  

The Bangor Pontifical Project was 

launched in October 2009 to coin-

cide with Bangor University‟s 125th 

Anniversary Celebrations. The pro-

ject represents a partnership be-

tween Bangor Cathedral and the 

University, to make this hidden and 

precious treasure of medieval Ban-

gor freely accessible across the 

globe.  

The Bangor Pontifical, owned by 

the Dean and Chapter of Bangor 

Cathedral and held for safe keeping 

at Bangor University Archives, is 

one of only a few service books 

from medieval Wales still in exis-

tence, and one of just two with sub-

stantial plainchant notation. The 

book was made especially for Anian 

II, bishop of Bangor between 1309 

and 1328. It contains texts, music 

and detailed instructions for liturgi-

cal observances conducted by a 

bishop: the dedication of churches, 

altars and cemeteries; the en-

thronement and consecration of an 

archbishop; and special blessings 

given during the canon of the Mass 

and on other specific occasions. The 

manuscript also contains a very 

substantial corpus of plainchant, all 

copied onto a four-line stave. Well 

over a hundred choir chants are 

written out in full, some of them 

also duplicated in other parts of the 

Pontifical. Several of the melodies 

are known only from this source.  

 

http://www.hesdegraaf.com/
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In Spring 2010, with the generous 

assistance of AMARC, Llywodraeth 

Cynulliad Cymru/The Welsh As-

sembly Government through Cy-

MAL: Museums, Archives and Li-

braries Wales Division, Bangor Ca-

thedral and Diocese, the Marc Fitch 

Fund, the Institute for Medieval and 

Early Modern Studies (Bangor and 

Aberystwyth Universities), the Cen-

tre for Advanced Welsh Music 

Studies, the Plainsong and Medieval 

Music Society, and private indi-

viduals, the Pontifical underwent 

much needed conservation and re-

binding, overseen by Julian Tho-

mas, Head of the Conservation Unit 

at Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru/ 

the National Library of Wales, 

Aberystwyth. While the manuscript 

was disbound, every leaf was digi-

tally photographed with a 

PhaseOneP45 camera by Dr Julia 

Craig-McFeely, Co-Director and 

Project Manager of the specialist 

Digital Image Archive of Medieval 

Music (DIAMM). The images of 

the Pontifical are available both on 

Bangor University‟s Archives web-

site and that of the DIAMM 

(www.diamm.ac.uk) and benefit 

from a zoomify facility that permits 

their viewing in remarkable detail.  

In October 2010, Christopher Edge 

was appointed as a PhD student to 

work on the project. Funded by a 

125 Bangor University Anniversary 

bursary, Christopher works within 

the School of Music on research 

that focuses on the codification and 

dissemination of the medieval Use 

of Salisbury with special reference 

to the Bangor Pontifical, and in-

cludes transcription and analysis of 

the manuscript‟s extensive musical 

notation. His research will feed into 

the next phase of the project: the 

launch of a bespoke website which 

will serve as a high-level research 

tool and emphasise heritage and 

education. The website will contain 

parallel transcriptions of the Pon-

tifical‟s text and music, along with 

translations, commentaries, sound 

files of some of the music, and in-

teractive learning tools for students 

of palaeography, music, worship 

and art. Additionally, a version of 

the website with special features for 

schoolchildren and other visitors 

will be available in Bangor Cathe-

dral via a touch-screen kiosk.  

 

Since digitisation, the Bangor Pon-

tifical images have been viewed and 

appreciated by a variety of audi-

ences. In June 2010, a selection of 

its images formed the basis of a 

postgraduate palaeography master-

class at the „Medievalism Trans-

formed‟ conference held at Bangor 

University. In October of that year, 

the Pontifical was the subject of the 

T. Rowland Hughes Public Lecture, 

an art history lecture hosted by 

Bangor University. Given by Dr 

Lynda Dennison FSA, the talk es-

tablished that, based on its illumina-

tion, the Bangor Pontifical was 

made in around 1320, by an artist in 

the diocese of Ely who worked in 

the sphere of artists associated with 

the Queen Mary Psalter and related 

manuscripts. In February 2011, the 

Pontifical was the focus of a de-

lightful and moving special trilin-

gual service in Bangor Cathedral. In 

this ceremony, the newly re-bound 

and conserved Pontifical was pre-

sented by Professor John G. 

Hughes, the Vice-Chancellor of 

Bangor University, to the Cathedral, 

http://www.diamm.ac.uk/index.html
http://www.diamm.ac.uk/index.html
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and was re-sanctified by Bishop 

Andrew John in the presence of the 

Dean and several members of the 

Cathedral Chapter. Created spe-

cially by Bangor University‟s Inter-

national Centre for Sacred Music 

Studies, the service included chants, 

sung by a cantor and schola, which 

were transcribed directly from the 

Pontifical itself. Two of these 

chants, for the blessing of a bell and 

the consecration of a bishop, are 

found with musical notation 

uniquely in the Bangor Pontifical. 

Most recently, in March 2011, im-

ages from the Pontifical were dis-

played in New York to an apprecia-

tive audience of Bangor University 

alumni and local academics. 

The Bangor Pontifical has travelled 

far indeed in its long history – from 

its origins in the Ely diocese to its 

designated resting place in Bangor, 

Gwynedd. Thanks to the support of 

AMARC and our other benefactors, 

the Pontifical continues on its jour-

ney, now travelling through cyber-

space from Bangor around the 

world. The Bangor Pontifical Pro-

ject can be viewed at 

http://www.bangor.ac.uk/archives/b

angorpontifical.php.cy (Welsh ver-

sion) and 

http://www.bangor.ac.uk/archives/b

angorpontifical.php.en (English ver-

sion). The project team would be 

delighted to hear from colleagues 

interested in our project, and we can 

be contacted at:  

bangorpontifical@bangor.ac.uk. 

 
Digitising the York Cause Papers 
In 2010 a detailed on-line catalogue 

was published to the York Cause 

Papers, that is, the bundles associ-

ated with individual cases heard in 

the York ecclesiastical courts 

(http://www.hrionline.ac.uk/causepa

pers/). Thanks to a generous grant 

from the JISC eContent programme 

2011, this resource can now be en-

hanced by adding images of the 

cause papers from the period 1500–

1800. The methodologies developed 

during the project will enable us to 

add the rest of the medieval and 

19th-century material at a later date. 

The project to image the papers is 

running from March to July 2011. 

To check progress, and find infor-

mation about dissemination activi-

ties, on the project blog visit: 

http://yorkcausepapers.wordpress.co

m/. Custodians, researchers or 

teachers are interested in church 

court records who would like to 

know more about the project are 

warmly invited to contact: Sara 

Slinn, Project Manager, Borthwick 

Institute, University of York, tel. 

01904 321160, e-mail 

sara.slinn@york.ac.uk. 

 

British Library Manuscripts  

Digitisation Projects 

The British Library is currently en-

gaged in two projects to digitise 

substantial numbers of its vast hold-

ings of medieval and early modern 

manuscripts. The Greek Manu-

scripts Digitisation Project has en-

tered its second phase, funded as 

before by the Stavros Niarchos 

Foundation. In due course, images 

of a further 250 unique Greek 

manuscripts will be uploaded to the 

British Library‟s Digitised Manu-

scripts website 

http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts, add-

ing to the 284 volumes available in 

their entirety since September 2010. 

Enhanced catalogue descriptions are 

http://www.bangor.ac.uk/archives/bangorpontifical.php.cy
http://www.bangor.ac.uk/archives/bangorpontifical.php.cy
http://www.bangor.ac.uk/archives/bangorpontifical.php.en
http://www.bangor.ac.uk/archives/bangorpontifical.php.en
mailto:bangorpontifical@bangor.ac.uk
http://www.hrionline.ac.uk/causepapers/
http://www.hrionline.ac.uk/causepapers/
http://www.hrionline.ac.uk/causepapers/
http://yorkcausepapers.wordpress.com/
http://yorkcausepapers.wordpress.com/
mailto:sara.slinn@york.ac.uk
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being provided online as part of this 

project. (See also p. 31, and illus-

tration on p. 35). 

The Harley Science Project com-

menced in January 2011. It aims to 

make images and descriptions of 

150 medieval and early modern sci-

entific manuscripts available on the 

same website. The volumes incor-

porated in this project are all part of 

the Harley collection, sold to the 

nation in 1753. They date from the 

9th to the 17th centuries, and in-

clude texts and diagrams relating to 

science, medicine, mathematics, as-

tronomy and related subjects. 

 

Stories for All Time: The Ice-

landic Fornaldarsögur Project 

This project was launched in March 

with a research seminar at the Ar-

namagnæan Institute in Copenha-

gen. The fornaldarsögur norður-

landa (literally „ancient sagas of the 

northern lands‟, but often called 

„mythical-heroic‟ or „legendary‟ sa-

gas in English) represent one of the 

major genres of mediaeval Icelandic 

saga narrative. Unlike many of the 

standard saga genre designations – 

Íslendingasögur, konungasögur etc. 

– which are actually attested in the 

medieval literature, the term fornal-

darsögur is a modern coinage, first 

used by Carl Christian Rafn as the 

title of his three-volume edition, 

published in Copenhagen in 1829–

30. This edition defined the corpus 

and gave it its name.  

In their present form, the fornal-

darsögur date predominantly from 

the 14th and 15th centuries, but 

most of them have at least some ba-

sis in significantly older tradition, 

however, and it has been customary 

to distinguish between them on the 

basis of their relationship to that 

tradition, and works such as Völ-

sunga saga and Hervarar saga ok 

Heiðreks, have long been accorded 

a measure of scholarly respect de-

nied to Egils saga einhenda ok Ás-

mundar berserkjabana or Bósa 

saga, often dismissed as historically 

unreliable and of scant artistic 

merit. However, these same sagas 

were generally the most popular, as 

attested by the very large number of 

manuscripts in which they are pre-

served – over 1500 individual texts 

in nearly 800 manuscripts.  

The fornaldarsögur are a valuable 

source of information on the legen-

dary if not the actual history of 

early Scandinavia and were used as 

a source by Saxo in his Gesta Da-

norum, and the sagas were combed 

for information about the early his-

tories of the kingdoms of Denmark 

and Sweden by 17th- and 18th-

century scholars.  

Almost all of the fornaldarsögur 

were turned into the lengthy Ice-

landic metrical romances known as 

rímur, and many also formed the 

basis for ballads in Norway, Den-

mark, Sweden and the Faeroe Is-

lands. They have also inspired later 

authors and musicians. Wagner, for 

instance, drew on Völsunga saga at 

least as much as he did on the Nibe-

lungenlied for his Der Ring des Ni-

belungen (1876). 

Unfortunately, study of the fornal-

darsögur has long been hampered 

by a lack of reliable editions. Rec-

ognising this, the Arnamagnæan 

Commission agreed in 1937 to give 

priority to a new edition of the 

complete fornaldarsögur corpus 

and the Icelandic scholar Einar Ól. 

Sveinsson was appointed as editor 
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in 1939, but the war led to project 

being abandoned. The majority of 

fornaldarsögur have subsequently 

thus still remain without scholarly 

editions. 

The aim of the three-year „Stories 

for all time‟ research project is to 

investigate the transmission of the 

fornaldarsögur from the middle 

ages onwards, mapping their pro-

duction, dissemination and recep-

tion in relation to broader historical, 

social and cultural processes. At the 

same time, the project will prepare 

electronic editions of some of the 

more significant manuscript wit-

nesses, making the texts available to 

researchers, students and other in-

terested parties. For further infor-

mation visit 

http://nfi.ku.dk/nyheder/storiesforall

time/. 

 

European Network on Archival 

Cooperation (ENARC) Cultural 

Programme, 2007–2013 

This is a collaborative project 

whose partners are the Dipartimento 

di discipline storiche of Università 

degli Studi di Napoli Federico II, 

Icarus (International Archival centre 

of Research) and twelve European 

Academic and Archival Institutions. 

Themes and activities include me-

dieval charters and new technolo-

gies, innovative learning activities, 

international meetings, national 

workshops and study meetings, 

promotion of research projects for 

students, recent graduates and 

young scholars, and contributing to 

the Monasterium Project.  

For further information visit: 

http://www.storia.unina.it/index.php 

 

Gothic Ivories Project 

www.gothicivories.courtauld.ac.uk 

Launched at the Courtauld Institute 

in December, the project website is 

live with over 1000 objects now 

online. New items are constantly 

added from collections all over the 

world, including, recently, items 

from the Musée du Louvre in Paris, 

the Detroit Institute of Arts, and the 

Museo de Artes Decorativas in Ma-

drid, the Musée Paul Dupuy in Tou-

louse, the Museo de Artes Decorati-

vas in Madrid, the Szépmuvészeti 

Múzeum in Budapest and the Kran-

nert Art Museum in Urbana-

Champaign. Contact: Catherine 

Yvard, Project Manager 

(Catherine.Yvard@courtauld.ac.uk) 

 

CONFERENCE REPORTS 
 

Circulating Ideas in the Seven-

teenth Century: Networks, 

Knowledge, Forms 

The Royal Society, London 

8–10 July 2010 

Dr Ruth Connolly, lecturer in the 

School of English, University of 

Newcastle, reports. 

AMARC was a very generous spon-

sor of this conference, which 

marked 350 years of the Royal So-

ciety‟s existence. It focused on the 

breadth of ideas – scientific, politi-

cal, religious, and philosophical – 

which circulated in the 17th century 

and in particular on the material 

forms in which these ideas were 

transmitted. Two superb keynote 

papers, from Margaret J.M. Ezell 

and Richard Serjeantson respec-

tively, concentrated on both these 

issues. Professor Ezell drew on her 

forthcoming volume of the Oxford 

Literary History to draw compari-

http://nfi.ku.dk/nyheder/storiesforalltime/
http://nfi.ku.dk/nyheder/storiesforalltime/
http://www.storia.unina.it/index.php
http://www.gothicivories.courtauld.ac.uk/
mailto:Catherine.Yvard@courtauld.ac.uk
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sons between the publishing prac-

tices of Restoration printers, which 

deliberately gestured towards the 

intimacy of manuscript, and modern 

practices of self-publishing on so-

cial networking websites. Dr. Ser-

jeantson reconstructed the printing 

history of Francis Bacon‟s Certaine 

Considerations touching ... the 

Church of England (1604). Stopped 

on the press by order of Bishop 

Bancroft, the partly printed work 

was completed by scribes, appar-

ently working systematically to 

complete the copies, as format 

shifted to reflect the disputed status 

of the knowledge transmitted. Our 

final keynote was presented by Dr. 

Mark Greengrass and Professor 

Howard Hotson, who showcased 

their Cultures of Knowledge pro-

ject, which aims to map European 

intelligencers‟ networks, including 

that of the Hartlib circle, and create 

an online archive of their corre-

spondences, through the collabora-

tive effort of scholars who are 

working on those networks. 

 

The call for papers stressed the in-

terdisciplinary nature of the confer-

ence, and the intellectual breadth of 

the century under survey was re-

flected in papers given by mathema-

ticians, literary scholars, historians, 

scientists and musicologists. The 

book of abstracts remains available 

on the Royal Society‟s website 

(http://tiny.cc/zvh42) and areas of 

particular shared interest emerged 

from the diversity of papers and 

methodologies. Tracing what the 

circulation of material objects, 

whether a printer‟s type (David Ad-

ams), a collector‟s curiosities (Brent 

Nelson) or telescopic mirrors 

(Anna-Marie Roos), can tell us 

about the construction of knowledge 

in the early modern period, emerged 

as a theme throughout the confer-

ence.  There was some valuable 

overlap here with papers interested 

in reconstructing the history of early 

modern social networks, which 

noted that the circulation of material 

objects such as presentation copies 

of books and manuscript letters 

serve to forge these networks, act-

ing as symbols and substitutes for 

their writers (Abigail Ballantyne, 

Johanna Harris). There was a con-

centrated focus on the effects and 

influence of the medium of print, 

analysing how the conventions of 

print enhanced or inhibited the con-

struction of certain forms of knowl-

edge and configured particular 

kinds of reading practices by requir-

ing an authorial figure to stand be-

hind the knowledge produced (Ingo 

Berensmeyer, Elaine Leong). Other 

papers looked at the effects of 

knowledge gathering by experiment 

and the mediums which were de-

veloped to convey that knowledge 

such as graphic notation (Brant Vo-

gel), grid systems in cartography 

(Juliane Howitz) and dichotomous 

keys in botany (Lawrence Griffing). 

An emergent theme was how the 

choice of print or manuscript served 

to frame, adapt and value the newly 

discovered knowledge it communi-

cated ranging from the preference 

for engraved images of illustrations 

over sketches taken from life 

(Meghan Doherty) to the circulation 

of travellers‟ tales about non-

European cultures in a range of 

print genres (Surekha Davies, John-

Paul Ghobrial). The relationship be-

tween the material form and the in-

http://tiny.cc/zvh42
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formation it communicated were 

consistently demonstrated to be in-

tegral to that knowledge‟s perceived 

importance and collectively the pa-

pers presented fleshed out a deeper 

understanding of the intersection of 

orality, manuscript, print and mate-

rial object in the production of 

knowledge in the 17th century. 

 

FUTURE CONFERENCES 
 

Book Production in the Byzantine 

World 

Oxford University, 4 June 2011 

This colloquium, organised by Lu-

kas A. Schachner and Georgi R. 

Parpulov, is intended to pave the 

way for an interdisciplinary history 

of the book in Byzantium. Over the 

past decade, significant advances 

have been made in this field by 

identifying groups of interconnected 

manuscripts. These discoveries now 

need to be fitted into a larger 

framework; the patronage and pro-

duction of books have to be dis-

cussed in a broader, diachronic per-

spective. The colloquium will bring 

together palaeographers, philolo-

gists and art historians with the aim 

of surveying the current state and 

future directions of research. Its 

proceedings, including summaries 

of the question-and-answer ses-

sions, will be promptly published in 

electronic format. 

Programme: Opening Remarks, 

Nigel Wilson, Oxford; „Book Pro-

duction in the Late Antique Medi-

terranean‟, Lukas A. Schachner, 

Oxford; „De l‟onciale á la minus-

cule dans l‟Italie méridionale, 

VIII
e
–XII

e
 siècle‟, André Jacob, 

Rome; „Luxury Books in 10th-

Century Constantinople‟ Alessia A. 

Aletta, Rome); „Georgian Books 

Copied in 11th-Century Constantin-

ople‟, Zaza Skhirtladze, Tbilisi; 

„Luxury Book Production in the 

Second Half of the 11th Century‟, 

Karin Krause, Basel; „Authors and 

Their Manuscripts in 11th-Century 

Constantinople‟ Marc Lauxtermann, 

Oxford; „Aristocratic Book Patron-

age in 12th-Century Byzantium‟, 

Elizabeth Jeffreys, Oxford; „Schol-

arly Book Production and Restora-

tion in the Early Palaeologan Pe-

riod‟, Daniele Bianconi, Rome; 

Concluding Remarks, John Low-

den, London. 

Attendance is free and open to the 

public. For information contact: 

georgi.parpulov@history.ox.ac.uk 

 

The Place of Bindings in Book 

History and Bibliography: 

Resources and Research 

Oxford, Bodleian Libraries, 

Centre for the Study of the Book 

9 June 2011 

A workshop convened by Nicholas 

Pickwoad. For further details see 

http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/csb/9Ju

ne_PlaceofBindings_flyer.pdf. At-

tendance is free, but please register 

by e-mail to:  

bookcentre@bodleian.ox.ac.uk. 

 

Wulfila 311–2011 

Uppsala Universitet 

Uppsala, Sweden 

15–18 June 2011 

The symposium celebrates the 

1700th anniversary of the birth of 

Bishop Wulfila, who translated the 

Bible into Gothic. Uppsala Univer-

sity Library houses an important 

witness to his translation in the form 

of the Codex Argenteus, a magnifi-

cent gospel manuscript from the 

http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/csb/9June_PlaceofBindings_flyer.pdf
http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/csb/9June_PlaceofBindings_flyer.pdf
mailto:bookcentre@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
http://www.ub.uu.se/en/Collections/Manuscript-Collections/Silver-Bible/Codex-Argenteus-Online/


AMARC Newsletter no. 56  May 2011 

 12 

 

early-6th-century Ravenna court of 

Theoderic the Great. For informa-

tion visit www-

conference.slu.se/wulfila/invited.ht

ml. A digital edition of the Codex 

Argenteus is available on-line at 

www.ub.uu.se/en/Collections/Manu

script-Collections/Silver-Bible/. 

 

Notarum figura : L’écriture musi-

cale et le monde des signes au IX
e
 

siècle  

Auxerre, Centre d’Etudes Médié-

vales 

16–17 June 2011 

Noticed in Newsletter 55. For latest 

information visit www.cem-

auxerre.fr, or contact 

cnrs.cem@wanadoo.fr. 

 

Nuns’ Literacies in Medieval 

Europe 

University of Hull  

20–23 June 2011  
This international and inter-

disciplinary conference, held under 

the auspices of the Andrew Marvell 

Centre for Medieval and Early 

Modern Studies, has funding sup-

port from the British Academy, the 

Modern Humanities Research As-

sociation, the Bibliographical Soci-

ety, and the Ferens Education Trust. 

It is designed to bring together spe-

cialists working on diverse geo-

graphical areas to create a dialogue 

about the Latin and vernacular texts 

nuns read, wrote, and exchanged, 

primarily from the 8th to the mid-

16th centuries. To date, there has 

been significant research in this 

field but little in the way of cross-

cultural study. For this reason 24 

international experts (from Bel-

gium, Denmark, England, Germany, 

the Netherlands, New Zealand, 

Sweden, the United States, and 

Wales) will address these issues in 

Hull. The resulting papers from this 

conference will be published, and 

further conferences will take place 

at the universities of Missouri-

Kansas City and Antwerp. The con-

ference website is: 

http://www.nuns-literacies.org 

For further details, please contact 

the organisers: Dr Veronica 

O‟Mara, University of Hull 

(v.m.omara@hull.ac.uk), Dr Vir-

ginia Blanton, University of Mis-

souri-Kansas City 

(blantonv@umkc.edu), and Dr 

Patricia Stoop, University of Ant-

werp (patricia.stoop@ua.ac.be) 

Intending participants should regis-

ter immediately. 

 

The Language of Maps: 

Communicating through 

Cartography during the Middle 

Ages and Renaissance 

Oxford, Bodleian Library, 

Convocation House 

23–25 June 2011 

A colloquium organised as part of 

the Linguistic Geographies Project. 

Programme and information at 

http://www.goughmap.org/colloqui

um/. 

 

Ordo. 8th Annual Symposium of 

the International Medieval Soci-

ety  

Paris 

30 June–2 July 2011 

In the Middle Ages the Latin term, 

ordo designated various concepts 

for classifying realities or ideas. Di-

vine or human order created a cer-

tain stability which had to be re-

affirmed time and again in order to 

retain its validity. Particular empha-

http://www-conference.slu.se/wulfila/invited.html
http://www-conference.slu.se/wulfila/invited.html
http://www-conference.slu.se/wulfila/invited.html
http://www.ub.uu.se/en/Collections/Manuscript-Collections/Silver-Bible/
http://www.ub.uu.se/en/Collections/Manuscript-Collections/Silver-Bible/
http://www.cem-auxerre.fr/
http://www.cem-auxerre.fr/
http://www.nuns-literacies.org/
mailto:v.m.omara@hull.ac.uk
mailto:blantonv@umkc.edu
mailto:patricia.stoop@ua.ac.be
http://www.goughmap.org/colloquium/
http://www.goughmap.org/colloquium/
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sis will be placed on the question of 

how this medieval knowledge was 

ordered and classified. 

For further information e-mail con-

tact@ims-paris.org, or visit 

http://www.ims-

paris.org/Symposium%2011/Ordo1

1CFPen.pdf. 

 

12th Biennial Conference of the 

Early Book Society & 12th York 

Manuscripts Conference: 

Out of Bounds. Mobility, Move-

ment and Use of Manuscripts and 

Printed Books, 1350–1550 

Centre for Medieval Studies 

University of York  

3–7 July 2011 

Noticed in Newsletter 55. For in-

formation visit 

www.york.ac.uk/medieval-studies/ 

and follow the link under „Forth-

coming Events.‟ 

 

Language, Culture and Society in 

Russian/English Studies 

Senate House, Malet St., London 

25–26 July 2011  

Hosted by the Institute of English 

Studies of the University of London 

and the Moscow Institute of Foreign 

Languages, and organised by Emma 

Volodarskaya and Jane Roberts. 

Themes include Medieval Studies, 

and the History of the Book. The 

conference proceedings will be pub-

lished in a special edition of the 

Journal of Philology after the con-

ference. For information or to regis-

ter contact Jon Millington, Events 

Officer, Institute of English Studies, 

Senate House, Malet Street, London 

WC1E 7HU; tel. +44 (0) 207 664 

4859; e-mail 

jon.millington@sas.ac.uk. 

 

International Congress of the In-

ternational Arthurian Society 

University of Bristol 

25–30 July 2011 

Noticed in Newsletter 55. For up-

dated information, see the confer-

ence website at 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/medievalce

ntre. 

 

From Ancient Manuscripts to the 

Digital Era. Readings and Litera-

cies 
23–25 August 2011  

Université de Lausanne 

This international conference will 

investigate the impact of the digital 

era on our relationships with 

knowledge, through exploration of 

the history of cultural technologies. 

See: www.unil.ch/digitalera2011. 

 

New perspectives on Flemish il-

lumination 
Brussels, Bibliothèque Royale de 

Belgique  
16–18 November 2011 

A conference organised jointly by 

Bibliothèque royale de Belgique 

(KBR), Illuminare – Centre d‟étude 

de l‟art médiéval (K.U. Leuven) and 

the Institut royal du Patrimoine ar-

tistique (KIK-IRPA), to coincide 

with a major exhibition (see below, 

p. 17). For information contact 

miniatures@kbr.besee or visit 

http://www.kbr.be/actualites/colloq

ue/congres_fr.html. 

 

Book Design from the Middle 

Ages to the Future: Traditions 

and Evolutions 

Universiteit Antwerpen 

29–30 September 2011 

This international congress will ex-

plore traditions and innovations in 

mailto:contact@ims-paris.org
mailto:contact@ims-paris.org
http://www.ims-paris.org/Symposium%2011/Ordo11CFPen.pdf
http://www.ims-paris.org/Symposium%2011/Ordo11CFPen.pdf
http://www.ims-paris.org/Symposium%2011/Ordo11CFPen.pdf
http://www.york.ac.uk/medieval-studies/
mailto:jon.millington@sas.ac.uk
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/medievalcentre
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/medievalcentre
http://www.unil.ch/digitalera2011
mailto:miniatures@kbr.besee
http://www.kbr.be/actualites/colloque/congres_fr.html
http://www.kbr.be/actualites/colloque/congres_fr.html
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book design and typography from 

the manuscript era to the age of the 

electronic book. Themes include: 

evolution of book design during the 

Middle Ages, the early modern pe-

riod and beyond; traditions surviv-

ing successive transitions from 

manuscripts to hand-press books in 

the early modern period, the late 

18th century (the period of mecha-

nisation and automatisation), and, in 

the late 20th century, from the paper 

book to the electronic book; the af-

fect of changing conditions of pro-

duction and use on the appearance 

and content of books; aspects of 

book design, typography and layout 

from a comparative or long-term 

perspective. Confirmed speakers 

include David McKitterick (Cam-

bridge University), Erik Kwakkel 

(Leiden University) and Gerard 

Unger (Leiden University). 

For further information contact Dr 

Goran Proot, University of Ant-

werp, Grote Kauwenberg 18, room 

D218, B-2000 Antwerp, Belgium 

(goran.proot@gmail.com). 

 

Royal Manuscripts 
British Library, London 

12–13 December 2011 

In 1757 King George II presented 

around 2000 manuscripts of the 

royal library to the newly founded 

British Museum. These 

manuscripts, collected by the kings 

and queens of England from the 9th 

to the 16th centuries, form the 

unique collection held by the British 

Library known simply as „Royal.‟ 

The Royal collection preserves the 

medieval and Renaissance libraries 

of the kings and queens of England, 

and includes within these 

illuminated manuscripts most of the 

surviving medieval paintings owned 

by them.  

As part of this project the British 

Library will hold an international 

conference in December 2011 to 

encourage collaboration on these 

manuscripts and discussion of 

contextual issues of power, stylistic 

influence, political motivations and 

rivalries with Europe, public and 

private devotion, education and 

knowledge, and artistic production 

in a variety of media.  

Scholars from all disciplines are 

invited to submit proposals for 20-

minute papers. We hope to have 

sessions on the historical context 

and formation of the royal 

collection, conservation and 

preservation issues, buildings and 

royal palaces, and inventories and 

medieval libraries, in addition to 

papers devoted to illuminated 

manuscripts in the Royal collection. 

Papers that treat renowned Royal 

manuscripts and those focusing on 

lesser known manuscripts are 

equally welcome. The conference 

proceedings will be published by 

British Library Publications. 

Call for papers: please send a short 

abstract and a concise CV by 31 

May 2011 to Dr Kathleen Doyle, 

Curator of Illuminated Manuscripts, 

The British Library, 96 Euston 

Road, London, NW1 2DB; or e-

mail kathleen.doyle@bl.uk. 

For details of a related major 

exhibition at the British Library 

next winter, see below, p. 19. 

 

LECTURES  

 
E.A. Lowe Lectures  

Corpus Christi College, Oxford 

9, 16 & 23 May 2011, 5 pm 

mailto:goran.proot@gmail.com
mailto:kathleen.doyle@bl.uk
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The E.A. Lowe lectures for 2011 

will be given by David Ganz. The 

series is entitled „Latin Manuscript 

Books Prior to the Ninth Century: 

Ways of Using Codices Latini An-

tiquiores‟: 

9 May: „Evaluating the Evidence‟ 

16 May: „Scribes and their Patrons‟ 

23 May: „Half-Uncial Scripts.‟ 

 

COURSES 

 
Manuscripts Study Day  

Lambeth Palace Library, London  

4 June 2011 
Organised by the Calligraphy and 

Lettering Arts Society (CLAS) and 

A2Z (Palæography Special Interest 

Group). Lecturers: Giles Mandel-

brote, Christopher de Hamel and 

Michelle Brown. To complement 

the current exhibition at Lambeth 

Palace (see p. 19 below), the focus 

will be on bibles. For details visit 

www.clas.co.uk, or contact Patricia 

Lovett, Hernewood, Gracious Lane, 

Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1TJ, 

(patricia@hernewood.net).  

 

Stage de diplomatique médiévale, 

Paris, Archives nationales,  

6–8 June 2011 

Aimed at students preparing Mas-

ter‟s degrees and doctorates in 

fields involving medieval diplo-

matic or the study of documents 

such as charters and diplomas, car-

tularies, registers &c. Limited to 15 

students. For information or regis-

tration visit: 

http://www.irht.cnrs.fr/recherche/sta

gediplo.htm. 

 

London Palaeography Summer 

School  

Senate House, Malet Street, Lon-

don, WC1E 7HU 

20–24 June 2011 

In 2011 the Summer School will run 

a series of intensive courses 

throughout. Courses, which will 

range from a half to two-days‟ dura-

tion, include: 

History of Latin Scripts (Dr James 

Willoughby, Oxford); Textual edi-

tion, Latin and vernacular (Ms Car-

lotta Dionisotti, KCL, and Prof. An-

thony Edwards (De Montfort Uni-

versity); Medieval and Tudor 

Sources for English local history Dr 

Nigel Ramsay (UCL); Introduction 

to Ottoman Palaeography and Ep-

igraphy (Dr Georgios C. Liakopou-

los, University of Athens); Reading 

and interpretation of vernacular 

documents and records, 1500–1750 

(Miss Elizabeth Danbury, UCL); 

Introduction to Greek Palaeography 

(Dr Charalambos Dendrinos, Royal 

Holloway, University of London);  

Introduction to practices of describ-

ing and cataloguing Western Me-

dieval MSS (Dr Hanna Vorholt, 

Warburg Institute); Tools and mate-

rials of medieval craft manuscript 

makers (Ms Patricia Lovett, Callig-

raphy and Lettering Arts Society); 

Liturgical and Devotional Manu-

scripts (Dr Jenny Stratford, IHR, 

and Dr Rowan Watson, V&A); 

English Palaeography (Dr Debby 

Banham, Birkbeck and Cambridge); 

Identifying the Provenance of Me-

dieval MSS (Mr Peter Kidd) Dr 

Jenny Stratford (IHR) and Dr 

Rowan Watson (V&A); Quills and 

Calligraphy (a practical course); Ms 

Patricia Lovett (Calligraphy and 

Lettering Arts Society); Introduc-

tion to Latin Palaeography (Dr 

Marigold Norbye, UCL); Reading 

http://www.irht.cnrs.fr/recherche/stagediplo.htm
http://www.irht.cnrs.fr/recherche/stagediplo.htm
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/courses/SummerSchool/School11/21%20June-Vernacular%20documents.htm
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/courses/SummerSchool/School11/21%20June-Vernacular%20documents.htm
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/courses/SummerSchool/School11/21%20June-Vernacular%20documents.htm
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/courses/SummerSchool/School11/21%20June-Vernacular%20documents.htm
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/courses/SummerSchool/School11/21%20June-Vernacular%20documents.htm
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and writing medieval MSS:  folio 

layouts in context (Dr Anna Somfai, 

Central European University);  En-

tering Sacred Text: Prefatory im-

ages in Insular, Carolingian, Anglo-

Saxon and Ottonian Bible manu-

scripts (Dr Carol Farr); German Pa-

laeography (Dr Dorothea McEwan 

and Dr Claudia Wedepohl, both of 

the Warburg Institute); Intermediate 

Latin Palaeography (Dr Marigold 

Norbye, UCL).  

For information, visit 

http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/cou

rses/SummerSchool/School11/index

.htm, or contact: Miss Zoe Holman, 

Centre for Manuscript and Print 

Studies, Institute of English Studies, 

Room 238, Senate House, Malet 

Street, London WC1E 7HU. Tel: 

+44 (0) 20 7862 8680, e-mail: 

cmps@sas.ac.uk. 

The London Rare Books School, 

27 June–1 July and 4–8 July 2011, 

is also offering a series of five-day, 

intensive courses on a variety of 

book-related subjects:  

The Medieval Book, An Introduc-

tion to Bibliography and the Book 

in the Ancient World. The courses 

will be taught by internationally re-

nowned scholars associated with the 

Institute‟s Centre for Manuscript 

and Print Studies, using the unri-

valled library and museum re-

sources of London, including the 

British Library, the British Mu-

seum, the Victoria and Albert Mu-

seum, the University of London Re-

search Library Services, and many 

more. Each class will be restricted 

to a maximum of 12 students.  

For further details visit: 

http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/cou

rses/LRBS/index.htm.  

 

MA/MSc in Digital Humanities at 

University College, London 

This new Master‟s degree draws 

together teaching from a wide range 

of disciplines, to investigate the ap-

plication of computational tech-

nologies to the arts, humanities, and 

cultural heritage sectors. It will al-

low students from the humanities to 

acquire skills in digital technolo-

gies, and enable those with a tech-

nical background to learn about 

scholarly methods in the humani-

ties. A work placement will provide 

hands-on experience in the field and 

a skill-set relevant to the cultural 

and heritage industry. Applications 

are now open for September 2011 

entry. For further information visit 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/dh/courses/ma

msc. 

 

0BEXHIBITIONS 
Information has been drawn from 

press-releases and websites as well 

as contributions from our members 

and colleagues. Please check open-

ing dates and times and other de-

tails before travelling as these may 

vary from those given here. 

 

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 

Writers of Wales: Islwyn Ffowc 

Elis & Gillian Clarke 

Until 26 November 2011 

An exhibition celebrating the work 

of poet Gillian Clarke (1937– ) and 

novelist Islwyn Ffowc Elis (1924–

2004). The third in a series of exhi-

bitions featuring the most prominent 

authors of Wales. 

400 years of the King James Bible  

23 April–10 September 2011 

An exhibition to celebrate the 400th 

anniversary of the publication of the 

http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/courses/SummerSchool/School11/index.htm
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/courses/SummerSchool/School11/index.htm
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/courses/SummerSchool/School11/index.htm
mailto:cmps@sas.ac.uk?subject=London%20Palaeography%20Summer%20School%202011
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/courses/LRBS/index.htm
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/courses/LRBS/index.htm
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/courses/LRBS/index.htm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/dh/courses/mamsc
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/dh/courses/mamsc
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King James Bible. Drawing on the 

Library‟s prestigious collection of 

rare books and manuscripts, the ex-

hibition will showcase one of the 

original surviving copies of the 

1611 Bible, alongside other Biblical 

texts, including translations into 

Welsh. 

Clive Hicks-Jenkins:  

A Retrospective 

7 May–20 August 2011 

A major exhibition to celebrate the 

renowned Welsh artist‟s 60th birth-

day. Occupying the Library‟s pre-

mier exhibition space – the Gregy-

nog Gallery – the exhibition covers 

the full range of the artist‟s work 

including artists‟ books from the 

Old Stile Press. 

Leisure in Wales 

1 October 2011–3 March 2012 

An exhibition exploring the social 

pursuits of the Welsh through the 

ages. With items from the Library‟s 

rich and varied collections, the visi-

tor is invited to step back in time to 

discover the pastimes of times past. 

 

AVIGNON, PALAIS DES PAPES 

ARCHIVES DEPARTEMEN-

TALES DE VAUCLUSE 

Blessures d’archives, rêve  

d'éternité  

Until 28 October 2011 

A free exhibition on the conserva-

tion of archival materials, illustrated 

by a host of documents, damaged in 

various ways: chewed by rodents, 

worn to tatters, or deliberately muti-

lated. The aim is to raise awareness 

of the importance of proper care as 

well as to demonstrate the remedial 

techniques available. See 

http://archives.vaucluse.fr/.  

 

BRUSSELS, BIBLIOTHÈQUE 

ROYALE 

Miniatures flamandes 
30 September–31 December 2011 

In collaboration with the Biblio-

thèque Nationale de France. The 

exhibition will bring together some 

140 manuscripts of the highest qual-

ity. For information see 

http://www.kbr.be/actualites/expos/

dossi-

ers/miniaturesFlamandes/fr.html. 

See also conference details, p. 13 

above. 

 

DURHAM UNIVERSITY 

PALACE GREEN LIBRARY 

New Wolfson Gallery  

Julie Biddlecombe-Brown, Exhibi-

tions Officer, reports:  

The new Wolfson Gallery at Palace 

Green Library opened in January 

2011 to display the Treasures of 

Durham University. Drawn from 

collections across the University, 

this exhibition shows some of the 

highlights of the collections, from 

early manuscripts and printed 

books, to fine ceramics and textiles.  

Throughout the year the exhibition 

will change so that there is always 

something new to see.  

From July 2011 to September 2011 

further building work will be taking 

place to develop our visitor facili-

ties. This may require the closure of 

the exhibition for short periods.  

The plans for future developments 

include additional display areas, a 

larger conservation laboratory and 

special collections reading room. 

New education and study facilities 

will ensure the continuity of the Li-

brary as a hub of research and 

scholarship for future generations of 

students and the local community. 

http://archives.vaucluse.fr/
http://www.kbr.be/actualites/expos/dossiers/miniaturesFlamandes/fr.html
http://www.kbr.be/actualites/expos/dossiers/miniaturesFlamandes/fr.html
http://www.kbr.be/actualites/expos/dossiers/miniaturesFlamandes/fr.html
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Treasures of Durham University 

Until 16 December 2011 

Changing displays will highlight 

different aspects of the collections. 

Sir John Stainer: Victorian Hymn 

Writer: 

11 March–8 May 2011 

Stainer was one of the most impor-

tant English musicians of the Victo-

rian era. His compositions and ar-

rangements include some of Brit-

ain‟s best loved hymns, songs and 

carols, from „Love Divine‟ to „The 

first Nowell.‟ From humble origins, 

Stainer rose to become organist at 

St Paul‟s Cathedral, Professor of 

Music at Oxford University and 

HM Inspector for Music. He helped 

to establish the music degree at 

Durham University and his reforms 

still influence the way choirs are run 

today.  

The exhibition features items from 

the Stainer archive, which was re-

cently donated to Durham Univer-

sity Archives and Special Collec-

tions by members of the Stainer 

family. Excerpts of his music will 

also be played during the exhibition.  

Thomas Wright of Durham: 

Astronomer, Architect & Garden 

Designer 
14 May–9 July 2011 

The remarkable Thomas Wright 

was born in Byers Green, County 

Durham in 1711. Throughout his 

life his natural talent and abilities 

led him to excel in a wide variety of 

ventures, including astronomy, 

mathematics, architecture and phi-

losophy. He was also recognised as 

an accomplished maker of scientific 

instruments, garden designer, 

teacher and author. 

Wright is best known for his studies 

of the Milky Way, in which he pon-

dered the arrangement of the stars, 

paving the way for future discover-

ies about the galaxy and the solar 

system. Closer to home, his numer-

ous architectural achievements in-

cluded the prestigious commission 

to add minarets to Durham Cathe-

dral, and the design of the eye-

catching deer shelter at Auckland 

Park for the bishop of Durham.  

This small exhibition, marking the 

300th anniversary of his birth cele-

brates the life and achievements of 

this true local hero. 

For information, opening times and 

entrance charges visit: 

www.durham.ac.uk/library/asc. 

 

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL  

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND,  

George IV Bridge Building 

Banned Books 

24 June–30 October 2011 

Many books have been banned for 

not conforming to the political, reli-

gious or moral codes of their day. 

This exhibition examines the rea-

sons for censorship, and how this 

differs between societies and over 

time, from early Scottish proclama-

tions and books censored by the 

Spanish Inquisition, to more mod-

ern – and often infamous – exam-

ples, such as Lady Chatterley’s 

Lover, Lolita, Spycatcher and even 

Harry Potter. 

David Hume 

5 May–28 June 2011 

A display of highlights from the Li-

brary‟s important collections of cor-

respondence and books by Hume, to 

celebrate the 300th anniversary of 

his birth this year. 

The Company of Scotland 

1 July –31 August 

http://www.durham.ac.uk/library/asc
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Highlighting the story of the Com-

pany of Scotland‟s disastrous at-

tempt to set up a colony in Darien in 

the 1690s. In association with the 

Royal Bank of Scotland. 

 

FIRENZE, BIBLIOTECA ME-

DICEA LAURENZIANA 

Voci dell’Oriente 
Until 30 June 2011 

Focusing on texts and miniatures 

from Byzantium, the exhibition in-

cludes 42 superb manuscripts from 

the Biblioteca Laurenziana, among 

them copies of works by Herodotus, 

Homer, Plato, Aristotle, Demosthe-

nes, Athanasius and Proclus, some 

with annotations by humanist 

hands. For information visit: 

http://www.bml.firenze.sbn.it/it/voc

idelloriente.htm 

The exhibition is accompanied by 

an illustrated catalogue (see p. 28 

below).  

 

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 

Royal Manuscripts  
11 November 2011–11 March 2012. 

A major exhibition featuring some 

150 Royal manuscripts (for details 

of the related conference, see p. 14 

above). The research for this 

exhibition has been funded by a 

grant from the Arts and Humanities 

Research Council. The research 

team is headed by Dr Scot 

McKendrick, Head of History and 

Classical Studies, The British 

Library, and Professor John 

Lowden, Courtauld Institute of Art, 

University of London. Further de-

tails will be announced in the next 

Newsletter. 

 

LONDON, LAMBETH PALACE 

LIBRARY 

‘Out of the Original Sacred 

Tongues’: The Bible and  

Translation 

25 May–29 July 2011 

This major exhibition to celebrate 

the 400th anniversary of the King 

James Version of the Bible in Eng-

lish, explores the tools and tradi-

tions of biblical translation from 

Wyclif to the New English Bible, 

setting in historical context the 

translation of the sacred texts.  

At the centre of this exhibition of 

manuscripts and books from the Li-

brary‟s collections is the 1611 edi-

tion of the King James Version. 

Other highlights include: 

• Medieval English bible transla-

tions and documents relating to 

their suppression, 

• The landmark editions which drew 

on the new textual scholarship of 

the Renaissance and Reformation, 

including the first edition of Eras-

mus‟ New Testament in Greek 

(1516), 

• Early printed vernacular transla-

tions in a variety of languages such 

as the first edition of Luther‟s Ger-

man Bible, as well as the first com-

plete Bible in Icelandic, 

• Translations intended for mis-

sions, such as Gospel editions in 

Maori and Mohawk, 

• Documents showing the drive to-

wards modern English translations 

for the twentieth century.  

Please note that admission is by 

pre-booked, guided tours only (£6 

adult), Wednesdays to Fridays and 

Saturdays in July.  For details of 

opening and to book, visit 

www.lambethpalacelibrary.org; or 

ring the booking line, 0871 230 

1107; or e-mail library.exhibition 

@churchofengland.org.  

http://www.bml.firenze.sbn.it/it/vocidelloriente.htm
http://www.bml.firenze.sbn.it/it/vocidelloriente.htm
http://www.lambethpalacelibrary.org/
mailto:library.exhibition@churchofengland.org
mailto:library.exhibition@churchofengland.org
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MÜNCHEN, BAYERISCHE 

STAATSBIBLIOTHEK 

Gemalt mit lebendiger Farbe. Il-

luminierte Prachtpsalterien aus 

dem 11. bis zum 16. Jahrhundert 

Until 26 June 2011 

A superb selection of richly illumi-

nated Psalter manuscripts from the 

11th to the 16th century, from the 

collections of the Bayerische 

Staatsbibliothek.  

The exhibits include the opulent 

Goldene Münchner Psalter (Clm 

835), and other fine psalters from 

the 11th to the 16th century. The 

richly decorated and illuminated 

„Golden Psalter‟ contains 91 full-

page gilded miniatures showing 

scenes from the Old and New Tes-

taments, probably executed by three 

master craftsmen in Oxford at the 

beginning of the 13th century. (A 

printed facsimile of the Munich 

Golden Psalter is published by Qua-

ternio-Verlag Luzern 

(http://www.quaternio.ch/en/the-

golden-munich-psalter). 

Another richly illuminated manu-

script from England is the „Isabella-

Psalter‟ (Cod.gall. 16), written in 

Latin and French and produced in 

the diocese of York between 1303 

and 1308, probably as a wedding 

present for queen Isabelle of France, 

wife of Edward II of England.  

The remaining eleven codices are of 

German provenance, mainly from 

Bavaria, and include the 11th-

century Eberhard-Psalter (Clm 

7355), various 13th
 
century exam-

ples, one of 1484 from the work-

shop of Johannes Bämler in Augs-

burg (Clm 4301), and four from the 

16th century (Clm 19201, 19202, 

19203, 28999).  

For details of the accompanying 

catalogue see p. 25 below.  

The exhibition is also on-line at: 

http://www.bsb-

muenchen.de/Ausstellungskataloge-

und-mehr.265.0.html.  

 

PARIS, BIBLIOTHÈQUE  

NATIONALE DE FRANCE 

Gallimard 1911–2011. Un siècle 

d’édition 
Until 3 July 2011 

Celebrates the centenary of the pub-

lishing house Gallimard, tracing its 

history through its unusually rich 

archives, still kept at its home since 

1929, an hôtel particulier in the 7th 

arrondissement. From early in the 

firm‟s history authors were encour-

aged to deposit with it all kinds of 

material documenting their writing 

careers. The archive‟s consequent 

breadth and depth are reflected in 

this exhibition, which brings to life 

legendary editors and authors – in-

cluding Claudel, Proust, Céline, 

Malraux, Camus, Sartre, de Beau-

voir and Queneau – through manu-

scripts, correspondence, reports and 

photographs, together with sound 

and moving image recordings of 

interviews with authors, lent by the 

Institut national de l‟audiovisuel.  

 
PARMA, BIBLIOTECA 

PALATINA 

Libri a Corte. Le biblioteche dei 

Duchi di Parma da raccolte 

private a patrimonio della 

Nazione unita 

Until 15 July 2011 

A free exhibition of manuscripts, 

incunables and rare books, to 

celebrate the 150th anniversary of 

the unification of Italy. See 

http://www.bibpal.unipr.it/. 

http://www.quaternio.ch/en/the-golden-munich-psalter
http://www.quaternio.ch/en/the-golden-munich-psalter
http://www.bsb-muenchen.de/Ausstellungskataloge-und-mehr.265.0.html
http://www.bsb-muenchen.de/Ausstellungskataloge-und-mehr.265.0.html
http://www.bsb-muenchen.de/Ausstellungskataloge-und-mehr.265.0.html
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NEW ARRIVALS  
Librarians, archivists and users are 

invited to inform the Editor of any 

notable new accessions to institu-

tional collections.  

 

ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 
Submitted by Maredudd ap Huw, 

Manuscripts Librarian. 

Pedigree and achievement of Ed-

ward Kerry (d. c. 1698), Binweston, 

parish of Worthen, co. Salop, 1680 

(NLW MS 24015G). 

Literary papers of poet John Tripp 

(1927–1986), including unpublished 

poems, short stories and radio plays 

(NLW MS 24013i-iiD). 

Letters addressed by artist Augustus 

John (1878–1961) to his former 

model and mistress, Mavis de Vere 

Cole (1908–70), and to their son 

Tristan de Vere Cole (1935–) (NLW 

MSS 24007-10). 

A manuscript book of pedigrees, 

written during the first quarter of 

the 19th century, from Plas Cad-

nant, Anglesey (Bloomsbury Auc-

tions, 28 October 2010, lot 32) 

(NLW MS 24014E). 

A further collection of papers by 

novelist Bernice Rubens (1928–

2004) (Bernice Rubens Papers), to-

gether with the papers of contempo-

rary poet and critic Grahame Davies 

(1964–) (Grahame Davies Papers). 

A treatise on cholera and potato dis-

ease by Joseph Jones, Caernarfon, 

1854 (NLW MS 24011E). 

Political papers of Richard Livsey, 

Lord Livsey of Talgarth (1935–

2010), the former Liberal MP for 

the Brecon and Radnor constituency 

and former leader of the Welsh Lib-

eral Democrats (Lord Livsey Pa-

pers), together with correspon-

dence, diaries and press cuttings as-

sembled by Pedr Lewis (1923–

2009) of Bridgend, relating to the 

Welsh Republican Movement (Pedr 

Lewis Papers). 

 

COLUMBIA, UNIVERSITY OF 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

The University of South Carolina 

has acquired a pocket Bible, written 

in Oxford about 1240. It was pur-

chased in September 2010 for 

$77,000 with support from New 

York‟s B.H. Breslauer Foundation 

and will be held in the library‟s 

Irvin Department of Rare Books 

and Special Collections. This is be-

lieved to be the only complete 

pocket Bible from England in the 

south-eastern states; most medieval 

Bibles in collections in the United 

States (fewer than 100 examples) 

are from France or Italy. Further 

information at: 

http://www.sc.edu/news/newsarticle

.php?nid=1224.  

From March to June 2011 the 

manuscript will be featured in an 

exhibition at the Hollings Library to 

celebrate the 400th Anniversary of 

the King James Bible. 

 
EDINBURGH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND  

Significant accessions for the period 

September 2010–March 2011,  

selected by Kenneth Dunn. 

Further papers, 1659–1810, of and 

relating to the family of Sharpe of 

Hoddam (NLS Acc. 13218). 

Literary and personal papers, 1909–

53, of Joyce Placzek, née An-

struther, then Mrs Maxtone-

Graham, „Jan Struther‟ (1901–53), 

with related papers, 1954–2010. In-

cludes manuscripts and typescripts 

http://www.sc.edu/news/newsarticle.php?nid=1224
http://www.sc.edu/news/newsarticle.php?nid=1224
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of stories, poems, hymns, articles, 

talks and other writing, correspon-

dence, newspaper cuttings and fam-

ily papers (NLS Acc. 13220). 

Personal and political papers, 1911–

76, of Eustace George Willis 

(1903–87), Labour MP for Edin-

burgh North, Chairman of the Scot-

tish Labour Party and Minister of 

State for Scotland (NLS Acc. 

13208). 

Correspondence, photographs & 

other papers, c.1920–1993, of and 

relating to Edwin and Willa Muir 

(NLS Acc. 13226). 

Literary papers, 1943–97, of Tho-

mas Sturdy Law (1916–97), com-

prising manuscripts and typescripts 

of poems, with cognate correspon-

dence and papers on literary mat-

ters, Scottish socialism and the 

Scots language (NLS Acc. 13225). 

Literary and personal papers, 1962–

2010, of Christopher Rush, com-

prising manuscripts and typescripts 

of poems, stories, novels and other 

writings, journals, commonplace 

books and correspondence (NLS 

Acc. 13217). 

Papers, artwork, audio-visual mate-

rials and printed items, c.1980–

2010, from the Attic Archive, Dun-

dee (NLS Acc. 13227). 

 

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 
Submitted by Michael St. John 

McAlister. 

Diaries of H.S. Ashbee, late 19th 

cent. (Add. MS 88947). 

Olwyn Hughes correspondence, 

1943–64 (Add. MS 88948). 

Supplementary Laurie Lee papers, 

1932–64 Add. MS 88949). 

Supplementary Marie Stopes pa-

pers, 20th cent. (Add. MS 88950). 

Supplementary Olivier papers, 

1931–89 (Add. MS 88951). 

Estate accounts of Eltham manor, 

1530s (Add. MS 88952). 

Supplementary H.O. Arnold-Forster 

papers, 1800–1938 (Add. MS 

88953). 

Stephen family papers, 1888–1903 

(Add. MS 88954). 

Antonia Fraser papers, 1945–2006 

(Add. MS 88956). 

Gordon Bottomley papers, 19th 

cent. –1950s (Add. MS 88957). 

Michie papers, 1961–2007 (Add. 

MS 88958). 

Papers of Fritz Erwin Loewenstein, 

founder and secretary of the Shaw 

Society, 1880–1991 (Add. MS 

88959). 

Misc. Rattigan papers, 20th cent. 

(Add. MS 88960). 

Supplementary Eleanor Farjeon pa-

pers, 20th cent. (Add. MS 88962). 

Business correspondence of Tho-

mas Gilks, engraver, of London, 

1840–65 (Add. MS 88963). 

John Berger archive, 20th–21st 

cent. (Add. MS 88964). 

 

SOME RECENT  

PUBLICATIONS 
Bibliographical details are as given 

by contributors, press releases or 

websites and the amount of infor-

mation is variable. 

 

The Alchemy of Medicine and Print. 

The Edward Worth Library, Dublin, 

ed. Danielle Westerhof (Dublin: 

Four Courts Press, 2010). 224 pp., 

illustr. ISBN: 978-1-84682-228-5. € 

55.00 (€ 49.50 online from 

www.fourcourtspress.ie). Follows a 

conference held in 2008 at the 

Royal Society in London to mark 

the 275th anniversary of the estab-
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lishment of the Edward Worth Li-

brary in Dr Steevens‟ Hospital, 

Dublin. Themes include the al-

chemical interaction of the sciences, 

in particular natural philosophy and 

medicine, the printed book in the 

16th and 17th centuries, and the his-

torical, intellectual and social con-

texts in which this „alchemy‟ oc-

curred. Edward Worth (d. 1733) 

was a Dublin physician, fellow of 

the Royal Society, who died in 

1733, and donated his books to a 

newly established hospital. Contri-

butions by Charles Benson (TCD), 

Elizabethanne Boran (Edward 

Worth Library), Howard Caygill 

(Goldsmith‟s College, University of 

London), Davis Coakley (TCD/St 

James Hospital), Michael Hunter 

(Birkbeck College, University of 

London), Ilham Ibnou-Zahir (Uni-

versité Hassan II Mohammedia), 

Magdalena Kozluk (University of 

Lodz), Sachiko Kusukawa (Trinity 

College, Cambridge), Lisa Lambert 

(TCD), Michael Lyons (Edward 

Worth Library), Bill McCormack 

(Edward Worth Library), Jean-Paul 

Pittion (Université de Tours), Dan-

ielle Westerhof (University of 

Leicester). 

 

Alethes Philia. Studi in onore di 

Giancarlo Prato, ed. Marco 

D'Agostino & Paola Degni, 2 vols. 

(Spoleto: Centro Italiano di Studi 

sull‟Alto Medioevo, 2010), 764 pp. 

ISBN 978-88-7988-477-8. € 98. 

Contains 31 essays on Greek and 

Latin palaeography and on codicol-

ogy. For further details visit 

www.cisam.org.  

 

Berthold Furtmeyr. Meisterwerke 

der Buchmalerei und die Regens-

burger Kunst in Spätgotik und Ren-

aissance, ed. Christoph Wagner & 

Klemens Unger (Regensburg: 

Schnell & Steiner, 2010). 544 pp., 

illustr. ISBN: 978-3-7954-2313-1. € 

39. Catalogue of a recent exhibition; 

the Furtmeyer Bible is now also 

available online at: 

http://www.bibliothek.uni-

augs-

burg.de/dda/aktuell/neu_20110111.

html. 

 

Books in Transition at the time of 

Philip the Fair. Manuscripts and 

Printed Books in the Late Fifteenth 

and Early Sixteenth Century Low 

Countries, ed. Hanno Wijsman 

(Turnhout: Brepols, 2010). 319 pp., 

illustr. ISBN 978-2-503-52984-4. € 

61. 

 

El Breviario de Martín el Humano. 

Un códice de lujo para el monaste-

rio de Poblet, Josefina Planas Ba-

denas, (València, 2009). ISBN: 

978-84-370-7611-9. Study of the 

breviary of Martin I of Aragon, 

Paris, BNF, ms. Rothschild 2529. 

 

Catálogo bibliográfico de la colec-

ción de incunables de la Biblioteca 

Nacional de España, ed. Julián 

Martín Abad, 2 vols (Madrid: Bi-

blioteca Nacional de España, 2010). 

ISBN 978-84-92462-12-4. A new 

catalogue of incunables in the Bib-

lioteca Nacional de España, Madrid. 

 

Catalogus codicum manuscriptorum 

Bibliothecae Monacensis/Katalog 

der lateinischen Handschriften der 

Bayerischen Staatsbibliothek 

München. Two new volumes have 

appeared in this series: 

http://www.cisam.org/
http://www.bibliothek.uni-augsburg.de/dda/aktuell/neu_20110111.html
http://www.bibliothek.uni-augsburg.de/dda/aktuell/neu_20110111.html
http://www.bibliothek.uni-augsburg.de/dda/aktuell/neu_20110111.html
http://www.bibliothek.uni-augsburg.de/dda/aktuell/neu_20110111.html
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Die Handschriften aus Augsburger 

Bibliotheken Band 2: Dominikan-

erkloster Clm 3680-3686 und Dom-

stift Clm 3701-3830, Hermann 

Hauke & Anja Freckmann, Tomus 

III, Series Nova Pars 3, 2 (Wies-

baden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2011). 

ISBN 978-3-447-06416-3. 

Die Handschriften aus St. Em-

meram in Regensburg Band 3: Clm 

14261-14400, Friedrich Helmer 

with Hermann Hauke & Elisabeth 

Wunderle Tomus IV, Series Nova 

Pars 2, 3 (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz 

Verlag, 2011). ISBN 978-3-447-

06224-4.  

The descriptions published in both 

catalogues are also accessible via 

http://www.manuscripta-

mediaevalia.de/.  Vols 3 and 4 are 

currently under preparation. 

 

Codex Sinaiticus: A Facsimile 

(London: The British Library, 

2011). 832 pp., 822 colour illustr. 

ISBN 9780712349987. £495. 

Printed facsimile of the 4th-century 

biblical manuscript containing the 

oldest surviving complete New Tes-

tament.  This is the last major out-

put of the international Codex Si-

naiticus Project which began in No-

vember 2002, and involved close 

collaboration between the British 

Library and the other three institu-

tions which hold parts of the manu-

script: Leipzig University Library; 

St Catherine‟s Monastery, Mount 

Sinai; and the National Library of 

Russia. The printed facsimile re-

unites the surviving parts of the Co-

dex, as does the project‟s website 

www.codexsinaiticus.org, com-

pleted in July 2009. New digital 

photography of the whole manu-

script provided the images for both 

the facsimile and the website (with 

its electronic transcription of the 

text). 

 

Coluccio Salutati, De verecundia, 

Tractatus ex Epistola ad Lucilium 

prima. Firenze, Biblioteca Medicea 

Laurenziana, ms. Strozzi 96, ed. Te-

resa De Robertis, Silvia Fiaschi, 

Giovanni Martellucci, Giuliano 

Tanturli, Stefano Zamponi (Firenze: 

Mandragora, 2011). ISBN 978-88-

7461-167-6. € 40. Facsimile of the 

early-15th-century MS Strozzi 96 

(copied by Poggio Bracciolini, with 

corrections by Coluccio Salutati), 

with introduction, codicological de-

scription, edition of the text and 

Italian translation of De verecundia 

and the Tractatus. Further informa-

tion at www.mandragora.it. 

 

Des drôleries gothiques au bestiaire 

de Pisanello. Le bréviaire de Marie 

de Savoie, Anne Ritz-Guilbert (Pa-

ris: INHA/CTHS, 2010). ISBN 978-

2-7355-0719-1. Study of Chambéry, 

BM, MS 4.  

 

Early Printed Books as Material 

Objects. Proceedings of the Confer-

ence organized by the IFLA Section 

for Rare Books and Manuscripts, 

Munich, 19–21 August 2009, ed. 

Bettina Wagner & Marcia Reed 

(IFLA Publications 149, Berlin: De 

Gruyter Saur, 2010). 367 pp., illustr. 

ISBN 978-3-11-025324-5. 

(http://www.degruyter.de/cont/fb/bb

/detailEn.cfm?id=IS-

9783110253245-1). Contributions 

include: Paul Needham, „Copy-

specifics in the Printing Shop‟; Eric 

White, „The Gutenberg Bibles that 

Survive as Binder‟s Waste‟; Ma-

yumi Ikeda, „The First Experiments 

http://www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/
http://www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/
http://www.degruyter.de/cont/fb/bb/detailEn.cfm?id=IS-9783110253245-1
http://www.degruyter.de/cont/fb/bb/detailEn.cfm?id=IS-9783110253245-1
http://www.degruyter.de/cont/fb/bb/detailEn.cfm?id=IS-9783110253245-1
http://www.degruyter.de/cont/fb/bb/detailEn.cfm?id=IS-9783110253245-1
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in Book Decoration at the Fust-

Schöffer Press‟; Lilian Armstrong, 

„Information from Illumination: 

Three Case Studies of Incunabula in 

the 1470s‟; Christine Beier, „Pro-

ducing, buying and decorating 

books in the age of Gutenberg. The 

Role of Monasteries in Central 

Europe‟; Patricia Osmond, „Pom-

ponio Leto‟s unpublished commen-

tary on Sallust: five witnesses (and 

more)‟; Armin Schlechter, „Leo-

nardo da Vinci‟s “Mona Lisa” in a 

marginal note in a Cicero in-

cunable‟; Claire Bolton, „Links be-

tween a 15th-century printer and a 

binder‟; Ulrike Marburger, „The 

German database of historical 

bookbindings (EBDB): Aims and 

perspectives of a cooperative re-

search tool‟; Scott Husby, „Book-

bindings on incunabula in American 

library collections: a working cen-

sus‟; Cristina Dondi, „The Venetian 

Booktrade: a Methodological Ap-

proach to and First Results of Book-

based Historical Research‟; Angela 

Nuovo, „Private libraries in 16th-

century Italy‟; Raphaële Mouren, 

„Quatre siècles d‟histoire de la bib-

liothèque Vettori: entre vénération 

et valorisation‟; Michaela Scheibe, 

„The “biography of copies”: Prove-

nance description in online cata-

logues‟; Kristian Jensen, „Creating a 

better past: Collectors of incunabula 

in the late 18th century‟; Margaret 

Lane Ford, „Deconstruction and re-

construction: detecting and inter-

preting sophisticated copies‟; Wolf-

gang Undorf, „The idea(l) of the 

ideal copy: Some thoughts on books 

with multiple identities‟; David 

Pearson, „The importance of the 

copy census as a methodology in 

book history‟. 

Gemalt mit lebendiger Farbe, ed. 

Claudia Fabian (Luzern: Quaternio 

Verlag, 2011), € 16. Catalogue of 

the exhibition noted on p. 20 

above). Available from 

http://www.bsb-

muenchen.de/Exhibition-Catalogue. 

 

Imaging the Past in France: History 

in Manuscript Paintings, 1250–

1500, ed. Elizabeth Morrison & 

Anne D. Hedeman (Los Angeles: 

The J. Paul Getty Museum, Decem-

ber 2010). 384 pp., illustr. ISBN 

978-1-60606028-5, hardcover (US$ 

80.00); ISBN 978-1-60606029-2, 

paperback (US$ 49.95). Contribu-

tions by Elisabeth Antoine, R. 

Howard Bloch, Keith Busby, Joyce 

Coleman, Erin K. Donovan, Gabri-

elle M. Spiegel. Available from 

Getty Publications, 1200 Getty Cen-

ter Drive, Suite 500, Los Angeles, 

CA 90049-1682, USA, or 

http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions

/imagining_past_france/publications

.html. Presents approximately 55 

manuscripts from over 25 libraries 

and museums across the USA and 

Europe, supplemented by medieval 

objects ranging from tapestries to 

ivory boxes, showing how historical 

narratives came to play a decisive 

role at the French court and inspired 

some of the most original artworks 

of the time. For the related exhibi-

tion at the Getty Center (November 

16, 2010–February 6, 2011), see: 

http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions

/imagining_past_france/. 

 

Jews among Christians. Hebrew 

Illumination from Lake Constance, 

Sarit Shalev-Eyni (Studies in Me-

dieval and Early Renaissance Art 

History, vol. 41, Turnhout: Harvey 

http://www.bsb-muenchen.de/Exhibition-Catalogue
http://www.bsb-muenchen.de/Exhibition-Catalogue
http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/imagining_past_france/publications.html
http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/imagining_past_france/publications.html
http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/imagining_past_france/publications.html
http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/imagining_past_france/
http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/imagining_past_france/
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Miller/Brepols, 2010). 227 pp., il-

lustr. ISBN 978-1-905375-09-7. € 

10/$160/£77. 

 

Luxury Bound. Illustrated Manu-

script Production and Noble and 

Princely Book Ownership in the 

Burgundian Netherlands (1400–

1550), Hanno Wijsman (Turnhout: 

Brepols, 2010). 717 pp., illustr. 

ISBN 978-2-503-52558-7. € 95. 

 

Le manuscrit B de la Bible (Vatica-

nus graecus 1209). Introduction au 

facsimilé. Actes du Colloque de Ge-

nève (11 juin 2001). Contributions 

supplémentaires, ed. P. Andrist, 

(Histoire du texte biblique 7, Lau-

sanne: Éditions du Zèbre, 2009). 

ISBN 2-940351-05-8. For details 

see http://www.zebre.ch. 

 

Matériaux du livre médiéval, ed. 

Monique Zerdoun Bat-Yehouda & 

Caroline Bourlet, (Bibliologia 30; 

Turnhout: Brepols, 2010), 334 pp. 

Proceedings of the 2007 conference.  

 

The Medieval Book: Glosses from 

Friends & Colleagues of Christo-

pher de Hamel, ed. Richard A. 

Linenthal, James H. Marrow &  

William Noel (HES & De Graaf, 

Houten (NL) 2010). (See article by 

Ian Doyle, p. 4 above). 

 

Medieval Cartularies of Great Brit-

ain and Ireland, G.R.C. Davis, re-

vised by Claire Breay, Julian Harri-

son & David M. Smith (London: 

The British Library, 2010). 348 pp. 

ISBN 9780712350389. £50. 

Approximately 2,000 medieval car-

tularies have survived from Eng-

land, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, 

dating from the 11th to the 16th 

centuries. This revised version of 

Davis‟s book, which was first pub-

lished in 1958, provides a full list-

ing, recording current and previous 

ownership, editions, calendars and 

copies, and other bibliographical 

information, reflecting the changing 

ownership of many items in the in-

tervening 50 years, the discovery of 

new cartularies, and the ever-

growing literature on this subject. 

 

Napoli e l’Emilia. Studi sulle re-

lazioni artistiche, atti delle giornate 

di studio Santa Maria Capua 

Vetere, 28–29 maggio 2008, ed. 

Andrea Zezza (Napoli: Luciano, 

2010). ISBN:978-88-6026-130-1. 

Contributions include:  

Giuseppa Z. Zanichelli, „I Libri 

Legum tra Langobardia Maior e 

Langobardi Minor‟, pp. 7-18 

(Modena, Archivio Capitolare, 

O.I.2; London, BL, Add. 5411; 

Cava dei Tirreni, Biblioteca 

dell‟Abbazia, ms. 4; Madrid, Bib-

lioteca Nacional, ms. 413); 

Alessandra Periccioli Saggese, „Un 

codice bolognese alla corte angioina 

di Napoli: l‟Histoire ancienne di 

Chantilly appartenuta a Guy de 

Monfort et il problema della Bibbia 

di Corradino‟, pp. 19-30 (Chantilly, 

Musée Condé, ms. 726 (493), ms. 

649 (1111); Baltimore, Walters Art 

Museum, ms. 152; Cesena, Biblio-

teca Malatestiana, ms. VII D 5; Tu-

rin, Biblioteca nazionale, ms. D V 

32; Bamberg, Staatliche bibliothek, 

ms. Bibl. 5; Vatican, BAV, lat. 20, 

vat. lat. 1434; Paris, BNF, lat. 3253; 

Madrid, Biblioteca Nazionale, ms. 

Vitr. 21-4 ex A. 25; London, BL, 

Add. 19669, Add. 15268; Hague, 

Koninklijke Bibliotheek, ms. 78 D 

http://www.zebre.ch/
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47; Oxford, Bodl. Lib., Douce 178; 

Dijon, BM, ms. 562); 

Andrea Improta, „Modelli bolognesi 

(e umbri) nella miniatura napoletana 

della prima età angioina‟, pp. 31-40 

(Copenhagen, KB, ms. Gl. Vgl. 

Saml. 193.2; Cava dei Tirreni, Bibl. 

Dell‟Abbazia, ms. 33; Paris, BNF, 

lat. 18, lat. 22, lat. 5690; Vatican, 

BAV, ms. Vat. Lat. 20; Toledo, BC, 

ms. Res. 25; Escorial, ms. a.I.5; 

Bari, San Nicola, ms. 11; Perugia, 

BC, ms. 43; Cortona, BC, lezionario 

n. 9; Naples, BN, ms. I. B. 22; Los 

Angeles, JP Getty Museum, ms. 

Ludwig VI.I; Brussels, BR, B-Bc-

9287; New York, Pierpont Morgan 

Library, ms. M638; Bologna, 

Museo civico, ms. 545; Stockholm, 

National Museum, ms. B 1578; 

Chicago, Art Institute, ms. 

1911.142B);  

Teresa D‟Urso, „Manoscritti miniati 

bolognesi nel Regno angioino: le 

Decretales del Musée Condé di 

Chantilly‟, pp. 41-50 (Copenhagen, 

KB, ms. Gl.Kgl.S. 193; Paris, BNF, 

latin 16913; Smith-Lesouëf 21, latin 

6297; Chantilly, Musée Condé, ms. 

216 (397); Vatican, BAV, lat. 1375, 

Pal. lat.. 629; London, BL, Add. 

18720, Add. 31032; Toledo, BC, 

ms. 4.2, ms. 4. 12; Turin, BN, ms. 

D. II. 3; Paris, Bibl. Mazarine, ms. 

766; Bologna, Bibl. 

Dell‟Archiginnasio, fondo Ospedali 

2; Cava dei Tirreni, Bibl. 

Dell‟Abbazia, ms.. 33, ms. 25, ms. 

26). 

 

Odin på kristent pergament. En 

teksthistorisk studie, Annette Lassen 

(Copenhagen: Museum Tuscu-

lanums Forlag, 2011). Revised ver-

sion of Lassen‟s PhD thesis; see 

http://www.mtp.hum.ku.dk.  

Olivier de La Marche, Le Chevalier 

Délibéré. Edition originale, Paris, 

par Antoine Vérard, 1488; Seconde 

édition, Gouda, Collaciebroeders 

(J), 1489; Manuscrit, Flandres, env. 

1484, ed. and trans. Sylviane 

Messerli (Paris, 2010). (Facsimiles 

and study of two incunables and one 

manuscript from the collection of 

Jean Bonna). ISBN: 978-2-13-

056737-0. 

 

Opuscula (Bibliotheca Arna-

magnæana, vol. 47), ed. Britta Olrik 

Frederiksen & Jonna Louis-Jensen, 

(Copenhagen, 2010). ISBN 978-87-

635-3666-0. Contains a variety of 

articles on manuscripts and related 

matter, including Flateyjarbók, Jy-

ske lov, Egils saga, AM 76 8vo and 

AM 687 d 4to. Available from Mu-

seum Tusculanum Press 

(http://www.mtp.hum.ku.dk).  

 

Le origini della Biblioteca Aposto-

lica Vaticana tra Umanesimo e Ri-

nascimento (1447–1534) (Storia 

della Biblioteca Apostolica Vati-

cana vol. 1, ed. Antonio Manfredi et 

al. (Rome: Vatican Library, 2010). 

532 pp. ISBN 978-88-210-0873-3. 

€ 150. For further information see: 

www.vaticanlibrary.va/home.php?p

ag=detteditoria&idogg=SBV_1&lin

g=eng. 

 

Repertorium initiorum manuscrip-

torum latinorum medii aevi, Tome 

IV: Supplementum. Indices, ed. J. 

Hamesse, with S. Szyller (Textes et 

études du moyen âge, 42, 4; Lou-

vain-la-Neuve, 2010). Distributed 

by Brepols. ISBN 978-2-503-

53603-3. € 59. This volume con-

tains 2000 additional entries to the 

http://www.mtp.hum.ku.dk/
http://www.mtp.hum.ku.dk/details.asp?eln=203224
http://www.mtp.hum.ku.dk/serierinfo.asp?issn=0067-7841&seln=800052
http://www.mtp.hum.ku.dk/serierinfo.asp?issn=0067-7841&seln=800052
http://www.mtp.hum.ku.dk/
http://www.vaticanlibrary.va/home.php?pag=detteditoria&idogg=SBV_1&ling=eng
http://www.vaticanlibrary.va/home.php?pag=detteditoria&idogg=SBV_1&ling=eng
http://www.vaticanlibrary.va/home.php?pag=detteditoria&idogg=SBV_1&ling=eng
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Repertorium, and includes an index 

of authors and of libraries.  

 

The Study of Medieval Manuscripts 

of England: Festschrift in Honor of 

Richard W. Pfaff, ed. George Har-

din Brown & Linda Ehrsam Voigts 

(Tempe, Arizona: ACMRS, & 

Turnhout: Brepols, 2011). ISBN: 

978-2-503-53383-4. Contents in-

clude: Janet Sorrentino „Rebellion 

and Perseverance: The Profession of 

Lay Brothers in the Order of Sem-

pringham and the Votive Mass for 

Conversi‟; Christopher A. Jones, „A 

Lost Treatise by Amalarius: New 

Evidence from the Twelfth Cen-

tury‟; Elizabeth C. Teviotdale, 

„Pembroke College 302: Abbrevi-

ated Gospel Book or Gospel Lec-

tionary?‟; Andrew Hughes, „Page 

Design for the Becket Vigil: Mak-

ing Something Out of Nothing‟; 

William P. Mahrt, „The Role of Old 

Sarum in the Processions at Salis-

bury Cathedral‟; Nigel Morgan, 

„The Sanctorals of Early Sarum 

Missals and Breviaries, c. 1250–

c.1350‟; Sherry Reames, „Unex-

pected Texts for Saints in Some Sa-

rum Breviary Manuscripts‟; Alan 

Thacker, „Priests and Pastoral Care 

in Early Anglo-Saxon England‟; 

Joshua Westgard, „The Wilfridian 

Annals in Winchester Cathedral Li-

brary, MS 1 and Durham Cathedral 

Library, MS B. ii. 35‟; Joseph Wit-

tig, „The Old English Boethius, the 

Latin Commentaries, and Bede‟; 

Jaroslav Folda, „The Panorama of 

the Crusades, 1096 to 1218, as seen 

in Yates Thompson MS 12 in the 

British Library‟; Rodney Thomson, 

„William Reed, Bishop of Chiches-

ter (d. 1385) – Bibliophile‟; Michael 

McVaugh, „Who was Gilbert the 

Englishman?‟; Barbara F. Harvey, 

„The Monks of Westminster and the 

peculium’; Siegfried Wenzel, „Curi-

osities from a Sermon Book‟; 

Charles F. Briggs, „Moral Philoso-

phy in England after Grosseteste: 

An “Underground” History‟; to-

gether with a list of publications by 

Richard W. Pfaff.  

 

Teaching Writing, Learning to 

Write: Proceedings of the XVIth 

Colloquium of the Comité Interna-

tional de Paléographie Latine held 

at the Institute of English Studies, 

University of London, University of 

London 2–5 September 2008, ed. 

P.R. Robinson (King‟s College 

London Medieval Studies XXII, 

2010), distributed by Boydell & 

Brewer. ISBN 9780953983858. 

£50. (To be reviewed in a forthcom-

ing Newsletter). 

 

Voci dell’Oriente. Miniature e testi 

classici da Bisanzio alla Biblioteca 

Medicea Laurenziana, ed. Massimo 

Bernabo (Firenze, Polistampa, 

2011), € 32. ISBN 978-88-596-

0904. ( www.polistampa.com). 

Catalogue of the exhibition noted 

on p. 19.  

 

„Where Chaucer got his pulpit: Au-

dience and Intervisuality in the 

Troilus and Criseyde frontispiece,‟ 

Joyce Coleman, Studies in the Age 

of Chaucer 32 (2010), 103-28. 

 

Electronic Publications 

http://blog.pecia.fr/ 

Recent additions include Jean Luc 

Deuffic, La Bible historiale d'Hervé 

de Léon (ms Sainte-Geneviève 22) 

et la ‘librairie’ d’un seigneur (bre-

ton ?). 

http://www.polistampa.com/
http://blog.pecia.fr/
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Periodicals 
Library & Information History  

The Journal of the Library and In-

formation History Group (and for-

merly Library History), is an inter-

national, fully refereed journal de-

voted to the social, cultural and in-

tellectual history of information, 

books, libraries and all forms of 

knowledge in society. Volume 27 

(2011) is now available. ISSN: 

1758-3489 (print), 1758-3497 

(online). See 

http://www.maney.co.uk/index.php/

journals/lbh/. 

 

Opuscula: Short Texts of the Middle 

Ages and Renaissance is a peer-

reviewed, on-line journal/text series 

published by Classical, Medieval 

and Renaissance Studies at the Uni-

versity of Saskatchewan, specialis-

ing in short texts of the Middle 

Ages and Renaissance. Opuscula 

seeks single-witness editions of a 

broad range of pre-modern texts in-

cluding but not limited to literary 

and philosophical works, letters, 

charters, court documents, and 

notebooks. The first issue will be 

published in 2011. 

http://opuscula.synergiesprairies.ca/

ojs/index.php/opuscula 

 

WEBSITES & ONLINE 

RESOURCES 

 
Digitised Medieval Manuscripts 

http://www.utm.edu/staff/bobp/vlibr

ary/mdmss.shtml 

An invaluable resource, offering 

probably the most extensive avail-

able list of websites offering digi-

tised manuscripts. 

 

Trinity College Library Dublin: 

New online catalogue of the 

Manuscripts & Archives Re-

search Library (M&ARL) 
Report by Jane Maxwell, Project 

Manager, Manuscripts Online 

Catalogue. See also illustration on 

back cover. 

The Manuscripts and Archives Re-

search Library (M&ARL) in Trinity 

College Library Dublin is home to a 

collection of research materials that 

is broad in chronological range and 

subject. It includes the world-

famous Book of Kells and the Book 

of Armagh; the key textual evidence 

for medieval Irish history and litera-

ture in the Irish language; the papers 

of modern Irish writers including 

Samuel Beckett, John Banville and 

Martín Ó Cadhain; modern histori-

cal papers including the papers of 

Michael Davitt and the Earls of 

Donoughmore; and the archives of 

the University over 400 years. 

Among the collections of interna-

tional importance are a large collec-

tion of medieval Latin religious 

manuscripts (including the Fagel 

Missal and a life of St Alban written 

and decorated by Matthew Paris); 

Greek and Egyptian papyri; a 

tranche of records of the Roman In-

quisition; and over 50 Middle Eng-

lish manuscripts including an im-

portant version of the poem Piers 

Plowman. 

The absence of an online catalogue 

to this collection has impeded 

scholarly resource discovery: the 

catalogues have been available, un-

til recently, only within the Library. 

As a result, one of Trinity College‟s 

principal assets has remained hid-

den, to an extent, from the national 

http://info.maney.co.uk/_act/link.php?mId=P8844191876370554418386422420&tId=5756972
http://www.cilip.org.uk/specialinterestgroups/bysubject/history
http://www.cilip.org.uk/specialinterestgroups/bysubject/history
http://www.maney.co.uk/index.php/journals/lbh/
http://www.maney.co.uk/index.php/journals/lbh/
http://opuscula.synergiesprairies.ca/ojs/index.php/opuscula
http://opuscula.synergiesprairies.ca/ojs/index.php/opuscula
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and international research commu-

nity. 

In 2007 a manuscripts online cata-

logue project was initiated to exam-

ine the issue, and to propose and 

implement a solution. The task, in 

summary, was two-fold. Software 

was to be identified and purchased 

which would permit the archivists 

working in M&ARL to produce fu-

ture descriptive lists of collections 

in a structured, searchable database 

format to be made available via the 

Library‟s website. The software 

eventually selected was an Axiell 

product, CALM for Archives Li-

braries Museums. This is a product 

that is widely used in similarly di-

verse, University-based special col-

lections in the UK.  

The second part of the project was 

to address the larger problem of 

legacy descriptive lists, many of 

which existed only in typescript. It 

is not unusual in repositories such 

as ours that the legacy guides 

should be inconsistent in standard 

as well as in format. Briefly it 

breaks down to a combination of 

hard-copy publications and type-

scripts (for both the accession cata-

logues and the descriptive lists). 

Some of the earliest catalogue en-

tries were simply input manually. 

Over 8000 others, which had been 

keyed into the Library system a 

decade ago but never published, 

were imported into the new archival 

software. The many hard-copy-only 

descriptive lists were scanned and 

are being attached as pdfs to the 

catalogue records. It is not the pret-

tiest solution but it was affordable 

and it works.  

In September 2010 the Manuscripts 

& Archives Online Catalogue 

(MARLOC) went live and may be 

accessed at 

http://marloc.library.tcd.ie/. Readers 

may like to compare a descriptive 

list input directly to the software 

with one which has a pdf attached. 

For the first example, type „Bard-

well‟ into the top right hand search 

box, click on the number in the 

„Ref. No.‟ field, and again when the 

record opens. For a collection which 

has had a typescript list attached as 

a pdf, type „Mohill‟ into the top 

right-hand search box, select the re-

cord, and scroll to the pdf. 

What is not in the online catalogue? 

A number of significant lacunae 

remain. The medieval Latin manu-

scripts have been the subject of an 

excellent published catalogue by 

M.L. Colker. We must now find a 

way to make this more widely 

available. It must be said that archi-

val software is not really designed 

with this kind of material in mind – 

describing a single bound-volume 

item, which contains several works 

by different authors, requires some 

tortuous rule-bending. The Greek 

liturgical manuscripts are in the 

process of being included but we 

cannot use a Greek font: we were 

promised it but it has not material-

ised yet. We cannot use italics 

which is also very irritating. 

The Irish-language collection is not 

yet online. The Library is currently 

seeking funding for a project dedi-

cated to upgrading and publishing 

the catalogue to this important col-

lection. The University archives 

collection similarly awaits inclu-

sion.  

There are a few glitches. Small 

ones, like the scrambling of some 

diacritics, look bad but do not re-

http://marloc.library.tcd.ie/
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duce the usability of the resource. A 

more serious one, relating to the 

manner in which reference numbers 

must be searched for, will have to 

be corrected.  

 

There are other modules that come 

with the CALM package which we 

have not yet begun to use. The Con-

servation & Preservation Depart-

ment in the Library is investigating 

the „conservation‟ module and we 

have begun to look at the modules 

which record locations and move-

ment of material as well as user reg-

istration.  

M&ARL are grateful to AMARC 

for supporting the production of a 

printed flyer which draws attention 

to our new catalogue, supports 

AMARC‟s stated objectives of 

promoting accessibility to archives 

and brings AMARC‟s activities to 

the notice of a wider audience in 

Ireland. 

 

British Library Medieval and 

Earlier Manuscripts Blog 
http://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/di

gitisedmanuscripts/ 

Launched in February 2010 as the 

Digitised Manuscripts blog, to pub-

licise the digitisation of Greek 

manuscripts, the blog‟s scope has 

now been extended to embrace all 

the activities of the British Library‟s 

Medieval and Earlier Manuscripts 

section. There will be regular up-

dates on our exceptional holdings of 

ancient and medieval manuscripts, 

ongoing research and digitisation 

projects, and forthcoming exhibi-

tions. (See also p. 7 above).  

 

Manuscripta Medievalia 

(http://www.manuscripta-

mediaevalia.de). 

The website brings together details 

of western manuscripts mainly from 

German libraries and now includes 

some 75,000 items in a database 

searchable by a wide variety of 

terms.  

 

CERL’s New Provenance Re-

search Tools: Paul Needham’s 

Index Possessorum Incunabulo-

rum (IPI) 

http://ipi.cerl.org/cgi-bin/search.pl 

The IPI compiled by Dr Paul 

Needham, Librarian of the Scheide 

Library of Princeton University, is 

now available online through 

CERL‟s Provenance Research 

pages. It contains some 32,000 en-

tries relating to the ownership of 

incunabula, including personal 

names, institutional names, mono-

grams, and arms, extracted by 

Needham from some 200 published 

catalogues of incunabula with 

provenance information, and aug-

mented with information from his 

own research.  

 

Material Evidence in Incunabula 

(MEI) 

http://incunabula.cerl.org/cgi-

bin/search.pl [English version] 

http://incunabula.cerl.org/cgi-

bin/search.pl?lang=it [Italian ver-

sion] 

MEI, also available now through 

CERL‟s Provenance Research 

pages, is a new database designed to 

record and search the material evi-

dence (or copy specific, post-

production evidence, provenance 

information) of 15th-century printed 

books: ownership, decoration, bind-

ing, manuscript annotations, stamps, 

http://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/
http://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/
http://www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/
http://www.manuscripta-mediaevalia.de/
http://ipi.cerl.org/cgi-bin/search.pl
http://incunabula.cerl.org/cgi-bin/search.pl
http://incunabula.cerl.org/cgi-bin/search.pl
http://incunabula.cerl.org/cgi-bin/search.pl?lang=it
http://incunabula.cerl.org/cgi-bin/search.pl?lang=it
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prices, etc. MEI is linked to the In-

cunabula Short-Title Catalogue 

(ISTC), from which it derives the 

bibliographical records, and it al-

lows the user to combine search of 

bibliographical and copy-specific 

records. It includes data from book-

in-hand examination, from card-

catalogues,and published catalogues 

of incunabula. Records can be 

downloaded in Marc21 or Unimarc 

Holdings for integration into local 

OPACs. 

Contribution of records to MEI is 

free and welcome: any library with 

incunabula holdings is encouraged 

to insert their copy specific records, 

by contacting CERL‟s Secretary, 

Cristina Dondi at c.dondi@cerl.org. 

 

Cambridge University Library’s 

Incunabula Cataloguing Project 
http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/deptserv/r

arebooks/incunabulaproject.html. 

The project, launched in October 

2009 was noticed in Newsletter 55, 

Recent posts on the project blog in-

clude information about early edi-

tions of Cicero‟s De finibus 

bonorum et malorum, books anno-

tated by humanists such as Aulus 

Janus Parrhasius and Antonio Seri-

pandi, and incunables owned by 

well-known bibliophiles such as 

Maffeo Pinelli or obscure collectors 

such as William Mitchell; and an 

article by Paul Needham on three 

editions published in Padua by 

Laurentius Canozius. The blog re-

cently reported the discovery of Fe-

lice Feliciano‟s hand in one of the 

two copies of the incunable edition 

of Robertus Valturius, De re mili-

tari, printed in Verona by Johannes 

Nicolai in 1472 (ISTC iv00088000, 

Cambridge University Library, 

SSS.4.14). Please send proposals or 

comments to Laura Nuvoloni, Rare 

Books Department, Cambridge 

University Library, Cambridge CB3 

9DR (tel. 01223 765823; e-mail: 

ln260@cam.ac.uk).  

 

Manoscritti datati d’Italia (MDI) 

www.manoscrittidatati.it  

Drawing on the published volumes 

in the series Manoscritti Datati. The 

website allows several kinds of 

searches, including place-name and 

bibliographical searches, and pro-

vides information on work in pro-

gress. 

 

The Lampeter Bible 

Roderic Bowen Library & Ar-

chives, Lampeter 

The expanding online exhibition 

now includes several pages devoted 

to the Library‟s MS 1, an illumi-

nated Bible dated 1279, written by a 

scribe called „G. of Fécamp‟ for 

Abbot Jacobus of the Benedictine 

Abbey of Saint-Pierre-sur-Dives 

(Diocese of Sées) in Normandy.  

http://www.trinitysaintdavid.ac.uk/e

n/rbla/. 

 

An Early Bookmark 

An illustrated account of a fine ex-

ample of a signet à roulette,(cf. 

Denis Muzerelle, Vocabulaire codi-

coloqique, (215.25; fig. 34B) is now 

available at: 

http://bibulyon.hypotheses.org/829. 

For further information on such ar-

tefacts, see also J. Destrez, 

„L'outillage des copistes du XIIIe et 

du XIVe siècle,‟ in Aus des Geist-

eswelt des Mittelalters. Festschrift 

für Martin Grabmann (München, 

1935), Bd. I, pp. 19-34. 

 

mailto:c.dondi@cerl.org
http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/deptserv/rarebooks/incunabulaproject.html
http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/deptserv/rarebooks/incunabulaproject.html
mailto:wah26@cam.ac.uk
http://www.manoscrittidatati.it/
http://www.trinitysaintdavid.ac.uk/en/rbla/
http://www.trinitysaintdavid.ac.uk/en/rbla/
http://bibulyon.hypotheses.org/829
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MSS & ARCHIVES NEWS 

 
Still Stolen Books from Durham 
A reminder and appeal by Dr Ian 

Doyle: 

The recovery by Durham University 

Library in 2008 of the copy of the 

First Folio of Shakespeare‟s plays 

(1623), though sadly damaged after 

its theft in 1998, and the conviction 

of Raymond Scott for handling and 

exporting it, have been widely pub-

licised, but the fact that the other 

books stolen then have not been 

found has not had much notice ex-

cept locally, although they were ad-

vertised internationally at the time 

of the theft. Readers of this News-

letter might be lucky to trace the 

two medieval manuscripts in trade 

or private offers or recent acquisi-

tions by collectors or libraries. One 

is a copy of the Early Version of the 

Wycliffite translation of the New 

Testament (of which fewer are 

known than of the Later Version), 

to which is appended a short Lollard 

selection of patristic dicta in Eng-

lish, by another textura hand of the 

same period (about 1400), in a 

common octavo-like format (185 x 

120 mm.). The second manuscript is 

more unusual, and of larger format, 

folio of paper, a copy of the French 

translation of Egidius Romanus, De 

regimine principum by Henri de 

Gauchy, in an exceptionally large 

anglicana hand, with at its end, 

added by a smaller one of similar 

date (c. 1400), the opening two 

stanzas of Chaucer‟s ABC to the 

Virgin. 

Both books (Cosin MSS V.v.1 and 

V.i.9) have many distinctive fea-

tures: detailed draft descriptions can 

be found online at 

www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/theme/m

edmss/. The Library had complete 

microfilms of each.  

 

The printed books stolen, of which 

copies may come up occasionally 

for sale, were Aelfric‟s Testimonie 

of Antiquity [?1566] for Matthew 

Parker, Aelfric‟s Homily on St 

Gregory (1709), edited by Elizabeth 

Elstob, the first edition of Beowulf 

by G.J. Thorkelin (1815), and a fo-

lio volume containing Drayton‟s 

PolyOlbion [1612], W. Slatyer, His-

torie of Great Britanie (1621) and 

M. Stevenson, Florus Britannicus 

(1662). All had marks of ownership 

and identification. Any information 

should be sent to the Head of Heri-

tage Collections, Dr Sheila Hingley 

(s.m.hingley@durham.ac.uk), or at 

University Library, Palace Green 

Section, Durham DH1 3RN. 

See also 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/news/shakesp

eare_folio/other/ for images from 

the stolen manuscripts. 

 

Napoli, Biblioteca Nazionale 

Following a temporary closure an-

nounced in September, there are 

still changes to normal service (See 

http://www.bnnonline.it/news/riaper

tura.htm). Readers are strongly ad-

vised to check details of opening 

times before travelling. For up-to-

date information contact Ufficio Re-

lazioni con il pubblico (tel. +39 

0817819230, e-mail bn-

na.urp@beniculturali.it). 

 

A Lost Vivaldo Flute Concerto 

The score of a lost flute concerto by 

the composer Vivaldi has been dis-

covered at the National Archives of 

Scotland, it was announced in Oc-

http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/theme/medmss/
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/theme/medmss/
mailto:s.m.hingley@durham.ac.uk
http://www.dur.ac.uk/news/shakespeare_folio/other/
http://www.dur.ac.uk/news/shakespeare_folio/other/
http://www.bnnonline.it/news/riapertura.htm
http://www.bnnonline.it/news/riapertura.htm
mailto:bn-na.urp@beniculturali.it
mailto:bn-na.urp@beniculturali.it
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tober. Il Gran Mogol, which be-

longed to a quartet of lost concertos, 

has been authenticated as the work 

of the 18th-century Italian com-

poser. Southampton University re-

search fellow Andrew Woolley 

found the piece among the Mar-

quesses of Lothian‟s family papers 

at the archives in Edinburgh. The 

three related compositions, La 

Francia, La Spagna and 

L‟Inghilterra, remain lost. Il Gran 

Mogol is almost complete, only 

missing a part for the second violin. 

Now reconstructed it using the 

manuscript of another flute concerto 

by Vivaldi, now in Turin, which ap-

pears to be a reworking of Il Gran 

Mogol. 

It is unclear exactly how the con-

certo was brought to Scotland, but it 

is believed to have belonged to the 

flute-playing nobleman Lord Robert 

Kerr, son of the third Marquess of 

Lothian, who may have acquired it 

on a Grand Tour of Europe in the 

early 1700s. See 

http://www.nas.gov.uk/about/10100

7.asp. 

 

A Scottish Archival Marriage 

From 1 April 2011, the National 

Archives of Scotland have merged 

with the General Register Office for 

Scotland to become the National 

Records of Scotland (NRS). The 

NAS website (www.nas.gov.uk) 

will remain active until it is re-

placed in due course by a new web-

site for NRS. 

 

New Book Storage for Bodleian 

Libraries 
The University of Oxford‟s 

Bodleian Libraries has opened its 

new £26-million Book Storage Fa-

cility (BSF) in South Marston, near 

Swindon. It will store lower-usage 

items from the Libraries‟ collec-

tions, much of which had been in 

temporary storage. These will now 

be brought together at the BSF, in-

cluding books, maps, manuscripts, 

microfilms, periodicals and news-

papers primarily from the 18th cen-

tury onwards. The move began last 

October and nearly 6 million books 

will be moved into the BSF. The 

BSF has the initial capacity to sup-

port the Library‟s projected collec-

tions‟ growth over the next 20 years 

with space on the site to build addi-

tional storage space. 

 

Opening the Book Storage Facility 

is the first major step in a five-year 

project of improvements of the ser-

vices, involving several building 

and renovation projects.  

For information about ordering 

items affected by the move to the 

BSF, see 

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/about

/projects/book-moves/. 

 

Bibliotheca Alexandrina & the 

Egyptian Revolution 
Many curators and scholars around 

the world expressed concern for the 

safety of the collections at the Bib-

liotheca Alexandrina during the un-

certain days of revolution earlier 

this year. However, the Director, 

Ismail Serageldin, has issued a 

statement reassuring the public and 

commending the demonstrators who 

„protected cultural institutions like 

the Egyptian museum and the Li-

brary of Alexandria, which many 

recognized as their own.‟ For fur-

ther information visit 

http://www.bibalex.org/. 

http://www.nas.gov.uk/about/101007.asp
http://www.nas.gov.uk/about/101007.asp
http://www.nas.gov.uk/
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/about/projects/book-moves/
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/about/projects/book-moves/
http://www.bibalex.org/
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THE GOSPELS IN GREEK 
 

 
Greek gospel-book, 10th–11th century (BL MS Additional 11300, f. 212r) 

© By kind permission of the British Library 

See report on digitisation of Greek manuscripts at the British Library, p. 7. 



 

 

 

... CETE GRANDIA ET OMNEM ANIMAM VIVENTEM ATQUE 

MOTABILEM QUAM PRODUXERANT AQUAE 

 

 
 

Marvellous sea-beasts, from a volume on natural history, in Icelandic, 

1724. Trinity College Dublin MS 1017, f. 29 

© The Board of Trinity College Dublin. See report, pp. 29-30. 


