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AMARC MEMBERSHIP 

Membership can be personal or in-

stitutional. Institutional members re-

ceive two copies of mailings, have 

triple voting rights, and may send 

staff to meetings at the members‘ 

rate. Details and application forms 

are available from 

HUwww.manuscripts.org.uk/amarc UH. 

Enquiries about membership should 

be addressed to the Membership 

Secretary: 

Ms Rachel Freeman 

AMARC Membership Secretary 

c/o Lambeth Palace Library 

London SE1 7JU  

rachel.freeman@c-of-e.org.uk  

Please make sure that Rachel 

Freeman has your correct e-mail 

address. 

 

Annual subscription rates (April-

March) are:  

Personal Membership: £10 

Institutional Membership: £30 

(For non-sterling cheques, please 

add £7 extra to cover bank charges) 

Please send your payment to: 

Dr Michael Stansfield 

AMARC Treasurer 

c/o Durham University Library 

Palace Green 

Durham DH1 3RN. 

Payment by standing order is wel-

comed. Forms can be obtained from 

the Membership Secretary or 

 

 

Treasurer and are also available on 

the website. If more members with  

UK bank accounts could pay by 

standing order it would considera-

bly decrease the amount of time 

spent on administration. 

 

AMARC GRANTS 

and how to apply for them 

The Association can currently offer 

modest funding to enterprises that 

both: 

 bring AMARC and its activities 

to a wider audience and 

 support the stated aim of 

AMARC: to promote the acces-

sibility, preservation and ar-

chives of all periods in libraries 

and other research collections in 

Great Britain and Ireland. 

AMARC therefore invites applica-

tions from fully paid-up individual 

or institutional members for sterling 

grants in areas such as the follow-

ing: 

 Help in defraying the costs of 

holding conferences and work-

shops. 

 Support for small projects such 

as the web-publication of un-

published catalogues of manu-

scripts. 

 Assistance to scholars in obtain-

ing reproductions or undertaking 

essential travel as part of pro-

jects whose aims are in line with 

those of AMARC. 

http://www.manuscripts.org.uk/amarc
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 The provision of equipment, such 

as perhaps book supports, to fa-

cilitate access to manuscripts. 

 Assistance with the necessary 

purchase of manuscripts and ar-

chives to benefit the AMARC 

community. 

 Carrying out conservation work 

on manuscripts and archives. 

NB Funds will NOT be made avail-

able towards the cost of commercial 

publication but will be allocated 

where they can be expected to pro-

vide the greatest benefit to the great-

est number of people. Often this will 

be achieved by making several small 

awards rather than a few larger 

awards. Funding levels may vary 

from year to year, but it is antici-

pated that the Committee will make 

awards of not more than £1000 each, 

and of not more than £3000 in total 

each year. 

Applications should comprise: a 

brief outline of the project, confer-

ence or work; its overall cost; the 

grant being sought; the names and 

addresses of two referees; details of 

the addressee for the cheque. Appli-

cations should be submitted to Dr 

Michael Stansfield, AMARC Treas-

urer, c/o Durham University Library, 

Palace Green, Durham DH1 3RN or 

HUm.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk, at 

any time during the year. They will 

usually be considered at the next 

Committee meeting (usually held in 

April and October) and successful 

applicants will be informed soon 

thereafter. 

Successful applicants will be re-

quired to submit for publication in 

this newsletter a brief report (300-

500 words) of the use to which the 

grant was put. Full details appear on 

the AMARC website. 

7BACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Many thanks to all contributors to 

this issue, including the following 

whose help or contributions are 

unattributed: Rachel Freeman, Bart 

Jaski, Dorothy Johnston, Martine 

Meuwese, Ellen O'Flaherty, Heather 

Pagan, Stella Panayotova, Pamela 

Robinson, Michael Stansfield, 

Patricia Stirnemann and Julia Wal-

worth. Thanks are also due to 

Lambeth Palace Library, the War-

den and Fellows of Merton College, 

Oxford, and Utrecht University 

Library for the use of photographs. 

The views expressed herein are 

those of the Editor and other named 

from named contributors. In 

addition to contributions 

individuals, information has been 

taken from a variety of websites, 

press releases etc., the accuracy of 

which cannot be guaranteed. You 

are advised to confirm details, 

especially if travelling to events or 

exhibitions. 

 

DEADLINE for publication in Is-

sue no. 55 is 1 September 2010. 

Please send your articles or any 

news of interest to AMARC mem-

bers to the editor:  

Dr Ceridwen Lloyd-Morgan: 

Rhos Fach, Brynafan, Llanafan, 

Aberystwyth SY23 4BG, Wales. 

HUc.lloydmorgan@btopenworld.comU 

Images submitted should be at least 

300 dpi and delivered on CD or via 

e-mail. 

 

NEXT AMARC MEETINGS  

The Wollaton Medieval Manu-

scripts Projects 

Arts Centre, University of Not-

tingham, 7 July 2010 

mailto:m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk
mailto:c.lloydmorgan@btopenworld.com
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Booking information will be circu-

lated shortly about the AMARC 

summer meeting and AGM, which 

will be held at the University of Not-

tingham, to provide members with 

an opportunity to see the exhibition 

Saints, Sinners and Storytellers.  

Medieval Wollaton Manuscripts at 

the University of Nottingham. (See 

p. 18 below)  The programme will 

include talks by Professor Thorlac 

Turville-Petre, Professor Ralph 

Hanna, Dr Alixe Bovey, Dr Christo-

pher de Hamel and, from the Not-

tingham curatorial staff, Dr Dorothy 

Johnston and Kathryn Summerwill. 

 

Details of the 2010 winter meeting 

will be announced in the next News-

letter. 

 

AMARC WINTER MEETING 

2009 
Historic Muniment Rooms, their 

Contents and their Custodians 

Oxford 

15 December 2009 

Members assembled at Magdalen 

College, Oxford, for the 2009 winter 

meeting, which began with three 

talks focusing on different aspects of 

college muniment rooms.  John 

Steane opened the session with ‗Me-

dieval Muniment Rooms, Furnish-

ings and Information Retrieval‘, in-

troducing us to their architectural 

history and the way both buildings 

and fittings were designed for the 

safe conservation of records and 

ease of retrieval.  In a lively double-

act, Robin Darwall-Smith, archivist 

at University College and Magdalen 

College, and Michael Riordan, ar-

chivist at St John‘s College and The 

Queen‘s College, presented ‗―Bad 

and Dangerous Work‖: Scholarly 

Excesses in Oxford College Ar-

chives‘. They provided some alarm-

ing examples of bad practice by 

former archivists, with salutary les-

sons for present-day curators. 

Finally, Elisabeth Leedham-Green 

of Darwin College provided a lively 

illustrated survey of Cambridge 

Muniment Rooms. 

After lunch, members were divided 

into small groups for guided visits 

to three important muniment rooms 

which had been discussed during 

the morning:  Merton College, 

Magdalen College and the Oxford 

University Archives at the Bodleian 

Library (so that’s where the myste-

rious little door in the Upper Read-

ing Room leads …).  After ener-

getic climbing up and down steep 

stone staircases, members reassem-

bled for informal discussion over a 

substantial tea in Corpus Christi 

College.  Thanks are due not only to 

all the speakers but also to Julia 

Walworth of Merton and Martin 

Kauffman of the Bodleian for or-

ganising a most enjoyable and in-

formative meeting.  

 

PERSONAL NEWS 

 
Lambeth Palace Library 

Giles Mandelbrote has been ap-

pointed Librarian and Archivist of 

Lambeth Palace Library, in succes-

sion to Richard Palmer. He joins the 

Library from the British Library, 

where he was a senior curator in the 

Early Printed Collections depart-

ment. 

 

OBITUARY 

Charles Ryskamp (1928–2010) 

The literary scholar and art collector 

Charles Ryskamp has died aged 81. 
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A specialist in 18th-century British 

literature who taught at Princeton, he 

was appointed director of the Pier-

pont Morgan Library (now the Mor-

gan Library and Museum) in 1969.  

During his directorship Ruysman 

substantially increased its endow-

ment.  He also secured the Library‘s 

acquisition of the important William 

S. Glazier Collection of illuminated 

medieval and Renaissance manu-

scripts as well as manuscript scores 

of Mahler‘s 5th Symphony and 

Schoenberg‘s opera Erwartung.  

 

PROJECTS 
Manuscripts of St. Emmeram 

Benedictine Abbey, Regensburg. 

Publication of the third volume of 

the new catalogue of the St Em-

meram manuscripts has been an-

nounced for 2010.  Further informa-

tion is available on the project web-

site at www.manuscripta-

mediavalia.de/hs/projekt_muenchen-

emmeram.htm.  The fourth volume, 

covering MSS Clm 14401 onwards, 

is already in preparation by Dr. Julia 

Knödler and Dr. Friedrich Helmer. 

In the meantime all manuscripts 

catalogued hitherto will be made 

available on the Bayerischen Staats-

bibliothek‘s website via 

www.muenchener-

digitalisierungszentrum.de/. 

 

The Bangor Pontifical 

http://www.bangor.ac.uk/archives/ba

ngorpontificial/manuscript.php.en 

The Bangor Pontifical is the only 

complete liturgical manuscript 

known to survive from the medieval 

diocese of Bangor.  It was probably 

made in the first quarter of the 14th 

century for Anian Sais (‗Anian the 

Englishman‘), bishop of Bangor 

1309−28.  It contains texts, music 

and detailed instructions for liturgi-

cal observances conducted by a 

bishop.  The manuscript also con-

tains a very substantial corpus of 

plainchant, all copied onto a four-

line stave. Well over 100 choir 

chants are written out in full, some 

of them also duplicated in other 

parts of the Pontifical. Several of 

the melodies are known only from 

this source. 

The manuscript still belongs to the 

Dean and Chapter of Bangor Cathe-

dral, but is now housed in the Ar-

chive of Bangor University.  

Thanks to grant support from vari-

ous bodies including AMARC, the 

first phase of the project is now 

complete.  The manuscript has been 

disbound and digitised, and conser-

vation work is now under way at the 

National Library of Wales.  A full 

report will be forthcoming in a fu-

ture Newsletter. 
 

Vatican Library Manuscripts 

The Vatican Library has embarked 

on a project to digitise 80,000 

manuscripts. Following the prepara-

tion of a technical feasibility study, 

the project is expected to take 10 

years divided into three phases, 

with possible intervals between 

them.  A pilot project is now un-

derway.  Images will be captured 

using either a Metis Systems scan-

ner, lent free of charge by the 

manufacturers, or a 50 megapixel 

Hasselblad digital camera.  Digi-

tized images will be converted to 

the Flexible Image Transport Sys-

tem (FITS).  For further information 

visit 

www.vaticanlibrary.va/home.php?li

ng=eng. 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/m/morgan_library/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/m/morgan_library/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://www.manuscripta-mediavalia.de/hs/projekt_muenchen-emmeram.htm
http://www.manuscripta-mediavalia.de/hs/projekt_muenchen-emmeram.htm
http://www.manuscripta-mediavalia.de/hs/projekt_muenchen-emmeram.htm
http://www.muenchener-digitalisierungszentrum.de/
http://www.muenchener-digitalisierungszentrum.de/
http://www.bangor.ac.uk/archives/bangorpontificial/manuscript.php.en
http://www.bangor.ac.uk/archives/bangorpontificial/manuscript.php.en
http://www.vaticanlibrary.va/home.php?ling=eng
http://www.vaticanlibrary.va/home.php?ling=eng
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NB The Vatican Library remains 

closed but is currently scheduled to 

reopen in September 2010. 

 

CONFERENCE REPORT 
Albani Psalter Conference, Hilde-

sheim, 5–6 November 2009 

Peter Kidd writes: 

The so-called ‗St Albans‘ or ‗Al-

bani‘ Psalter is generally believed to 

have been commissioned by Abbot 

Geoffrey of St Albans (1119–1146), 

and to have been owned by Chris-

tina, a holy woman and visionary, at 

nearby Markyate. To facilitate pho-

tography for the publication of a fac-

simile of the manuscript in 2008, the 

Psalter was removed from its 1939 

binding; from 19 September 2009 to 

24 January 2010 a large number of 

the loose bifolia were exhibited in 

the cathedral treasury at Hildesheim; 

and on 5–6 November an interna-

tional conference was held at the ad-

jacent Dombibliothek, which is re-

sponsible for the preservation of, and 

providing access to, the manuscript. 

There is not space here to summarise 

all eleven papers presented, but the 

following select highlights may whet 

appetites until the proceedings are 

published. 

Rod Thomson made a persuasive 

case that the Psalter was originally 

produced for Geoffrey‘s own use, 

not Christina‘s, and that an entry in 

the calendar recording the Invention 

(i.e. finding) of the relics of St Alban 

allows us to date the writing of the 

calendar to no earlier than 1129, the 

year in which this feast was probably 

moved from 1 August to 2 August. 

Patricia Stirnemann‘s paper con-

curred with these proposals, by sug-

gesting that the historiated initials 

reflect Geoffrey‘s outlook more than 

Christina‘s, and that they embody 

knowledge of events that took place 

as late as the 1140s. 

Ulrich Moelk re-examined the 

manuscript‘s version of the Chan-

son of St Alexis, the earliest surviv-

ing substantial piece of literature in 

Anglo-Norman French, concluding 

that the use of certain orthographic 

features proves that its unique pro-

logue must have been written by an 

Englishman, not by a native French 

speaker. Henrietta Leyser examined 

attitudes to Christina of Markyate 

from the Middle Ages to the present 

day emphasising that, according to 

her Vita, it was never her intention 

to become a ‗recluse‘ or an ‗ancho-

ress‘ (epithets with which she is 

frequently labelled by modern writ-

ers). Isabelle Marchesin proposed 

that musical intervals can be found 

informing the proportions of the 

decoration of most pre-1200 Psal-

ters, but that in this respect the Al-

bani Psalter is an exception. She 

proposed that another set of mathe-

matical ratios dictated the design of 

several of the most important im-

ages, such as those of King David 

as a musician. 

Chris Clarkson provided a useful 

survey of 12th-century English 

bookbinding techniques, suggesting 

the Psalter‘s original external ap-

pearance; followed by Almuth Cor-

bach and Heinrich Grau, conserva-

tors at the Herzog August Biblio-

thek, discussing what they found in 

dis-binding the volume. Their most 

dramatic discovery is that there is 

no clear evidence—contrary to what 

is stated in some recent publica-

tions—to suggest that the Alexis 

quire was ever bound separately. 



AMARC Newsletter no. 54  May 2010 

 7 

Several papers provoked animated 

debate, and it is clear that although 

much new material was presented, 

there is still a lack of consensus on 

many aspects of what is one of the 

most complex and fascinating of 

medieval English illuminated manu-

scripts. 

 

FUTURE CONFERENCES 
Les Rois bibliophiles aux patri-

moines nationales 

Madrid, Universidad complutense, 

Facultad de Ciencias de la Docu-

mentación, 

19–21 May 2010 

Conference organised by BIBLIO-

PEGIA, with papers by M. A. 

Rodríguez de la Peña, Rois sages, 

Rois bibliophiles; D. Pratt: La biblio-

thèque royale dans l’Angleterre An-

glo-saxone; P. Riché, Les grandes 

bibliothèques autour l’an mil; E. 

Ruiz, Arma Regis, Les livres du Fer-

dinand I et la reine Sancha; A. 

Adamska, Les bibliothèques des rois 

slaves dans la pleine et bas Moyen 

Age; J. Snow, Alphonse X de Cas-

tille: Un modèle du roi lettré; J.A. 

Iglesias, Elles lisent aussi… Des 

nobles et des reines lectrices dans la 

Couronne d'Aragon; M. Ferrari, Les 

bibliothèques des grands princes ita-

liens humanistes; H. Wijsman, La 

bibliothèque des ducs de Bourgogne 

et la bibliothèque royale de 

Bruxelles; A. Korteweg, La biblio-

thèque des Orange-Nassau et la Ko-

ninglijke Bibliotheek de La Haye; J. 

L. Gonzalo, Entre Charles V et Phi-

lip II: l’idée de la bibliothèque 

royale en Espagne; A. Ceballos 

Ladder, De la bibliothèque magis-

trale de Saint-Jean à la Bibliothèque 

Nationale de Malte;  G. West, La 

Collection Royale: noyau de la Bri-

tish Library; M.-L. López Vidriero, 

La bibliothèque des Bourbons d'Es-

pagne; F. de los Reyes Gómez, Le 

patrimoine bibliographique espa-

gnole; A. Carpallo Bautista, La re-

liure royale en Espagne; J. L. del 

Valle, L´actualité d'une biblio-

thèque historique: la Bibliothèque 

Royale de l’Escorial; [La Guardia 

Civil], La lutte et la prévention des 

crimes contre le patrimoine. Con-

tact: BIBLIOPEGIA, UCM, C/ 

Santísima Trinidad, 37, 28010 Ma-

drid.  

Editing Medieval Texts from  

Britain in the 21st century, 

St Anne’s College Oxford, 

20–22 May 2010 

This meeting, organised by the 

Early English Text Society, features 

plenary lectures by Katherine 

O‘Brien O‘Keeffe, H. Leith 

Spencer, and Thorlac Turville-

Petre. Panels include From Script to 

Print to HTML: Electronic Editions; 

Editing British Texts in Latin, An-

glo-Norman, Celtic and Scots; Old 

English; Major Middle English Au-

thors; In Praise of the Variant. Why 

Edit Critically?; Palaeography, Dia-

lectology and the Editorial Process; 

Desiderata: What still needs doing?; 

Middle English Scientific Prose; 

Practices, Habits, Methodologies.  

For a full programme, practical de-

tails, and registration forms, go to 

www.eeets.org.uk. 

 

Nederland voor Jan van Eyck: 

Onderzoek naar middeleeuwse 

Nederlandse kunst sinds 

Hoogewerff 

University of Amsterdam, 

25 May 2010 

Symposium on developments in 

Northern Netherlandish manuscript 

http://www.eeets.org.uk/
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illumination studies since the publi-

cation of Hoogewerff‘s standard 

work, 75 years ago. Information and 

registration at: s.frequin@uva.nl 

 

O Texto medieval: da edición á in-

terpretación.  

Facultade de Filoloxía, 

Santiago de Compostela,  

25–26 May 2010 

The programme includes: C. Segre, 

‘Il nuovo manoscritto del Bestiaire 

d’Amours di Richard de Fournival 

(T) e alcune ipotesi di Xenia Mura-

tova. Questioni di metodo‘; S. Ta-

vares Pedro, ‗A importância da pa-

leografia no trabalho filológico‘; J. 

M. Valero Moreno, ‗La tradición in-

quieta. Problemas de la transmisión 

de textos no canónicos.‘ For infor-

mation see 

http://www.usc.es/filrom/textmed/ga

l/index.html. 

 

4th Conference of LIBER Manu-

script Librarians Group 

‘Meeting with manuscripts, today 

and tomorrow’ 

Rome, 26–28 May 2010 

The conference will consider the 

world of manuscripts in the digital 

age now and in the future.  Starting 

with information and news from 

twelve European libraries about their 

collections and activities, the confer-

ence will include sessions on born-

digital materials, networks of digi-

tised manuscripts, old and new read-

ers and users, and training of cura-

tors, trying to highlight the best 

ways to preserve born-digital literary 

and historical documents for future 

generations and to profit from the 

technological sceneries to enhance 

and expand the access to and the 

knowledge of the manuscript 

sources.  See: 

http://www.bncrm.librari.benicultur

ali.it/, or http://liber-

manuscripts.kb.nl/, or contact: 

liber2010@bnc.roma.sbn.it. 

(The LIBER Manuscript Librarians 

Group, established in 2000, gives 

European manuscripts curators a 

forum for exchanging knowledge 

and experiences and to promote mu-

tual understanding and cooperation. 

The Group ‗recognises the unique 

significance of manuscript and ar-

chive collections, not only for the 

world of research and learning, but 

also for a wider audience of people 

interested in history and cultural 

heritage‘). 

 

Les Usages sociaux des Livres sa-

crés, IX
e
-XV

e
 siècle (Bibles, Co-

rans, Europe occidentale latine) 

Laboratoire de Médiévistique Oc-

cidentale de Paris (LAMOP) 

Centre Malher, 9 rue Malher, Pa-

ris 75004 

27–28 May 2010 
Themes will include the social con-

text of sacred texts of Abrahamic 

religions, production, transmission 

and uses. For information contact 

benoit.grevin@orange.fr 

 

Mapping Late Lives of Medieval 

Christ 

Queen’s University, Belfast, 

10–13 June 2010 

Announced in Newsletter 53. 

This conference represents the cul-

mination of the AHRC-funded pro-

ject ‗Geographies of Orthodoxy:  

Mapping English Pseudo-

Bonaventuran Lives of Christ, 

1350-1550.‘ (See website at 

http://www.qub.ac.uk/geographies-

of-orthodoxy/discuss/)  Papers will 

mailto:s.frequin@uva.nl
http://www.usc.es/filrom/textmed/gal/index.html
http://www.usc.es/filrom/textmed/gal/index.html
http://www.bncrm.librari.beniculturali.it/
http://www.bncrm.librari.beniculturali.it/
http://liber-manuscripts.kb.nl/
http://liber-manuscripts.kb.nl/
mailto:liber2010@bnc.roma.sbn.it
mailto:benoit.grevin@orange.fr
http://www.qub.ac.uk/geographies-of-orthodoxy/
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cover aspects of late medieval Chris-

tological piety, with a particular em-

phasis on the cultural manifestations 

of the pseudo-Bonaventuran tradi-

tion, in all European contexts. Top-

ics to include production and recep-

tion of late medieval lives of Christ, 

Lives of Christ in visual and material 

culture, and histories of the book.  

Contact: Dr Ryan Perry 

(r.perry@qub.ac.uk). 

 

‘Every discrete person that redeth 

or hereth this...’: Readers, Listeners 

and Owners of Books in the Middle 

Ages  

School of English, Bangor 

University 

11 June 2010 

The Sixth Annual ‗Medievalism 

Transformed‘ Conference is an in-

terdisciplinary postgraduate confer-

ence, whose themes may include: the 

medieval audience, and modes in 

which a text is presented to the pub-

lic and interactions between the au-

thor and the book reader, listener or 

owner.  For information see 

http://medievalismtransformed.bang

or.ac.uk/papers.php.en?menu=1&cat

id=4934&subid=0 or contact medie-

valismtransformed@bangor.ac.uk. 

 

LOMERS annual conference: 

Studies in Cotton Nero a.x (the 

Gawain-Manuscript)  

Institute of English Studies, Senate 

House London 

18–19 June 2010 

Speakers include: Alcuin Blamires, 

Helen Cooper, Tony Davenport, 

Rosalind Field, Susanna Fein, Julian 

Harrison, Derek Pearsall, Ad Putter.  

For information contact:  Dr Conor 

Wyer, Institute of English Studies, 

University of London, Senate House, 

Room SB239, Malet Street, London 

WC1E 7HU, tel. 0207 862 8675, e-

mail: conor.wyer@sas.ac.uk.  See 

also www.ies.sas.ac.uk. 

 

Volterra III: Law: text and prac-

tice in early mediaeval Italy 

Department of History, Univer-

sity College London 

9–10 July 2010. 

At this final colloquium in the 

Volterra Project series the speakers 

will include Professors Michael 

Crawford, Detlef Liebs and Luca 

Loschiavo, and Drs Antonia Fiori, 

Simon Corcoran, Magnus Ryan and 

Peter Sarris. There will also be a 

workshop on the Saturday about the 

Fragmenta Londiniensia Anteiustin-

iana, identified as coming from the 

Gregorian Code (see also p. 31 be-

low).  For further details contact Dr 

Benet Salway: r.salway@ucl.ac.uk 
 

Form and functions in the Late 

Medieval Bible  

University of Edinburgh, Centre 

for the history of the book 

National Library of Scotland 

12–14 July 2010 
Hosted by the University of Edin-

burgh and the National Library of 

Scotland, ‗Form and Function in the 

Late Medieval Bible‘ will bring to-

gether experts in medieval liturgy 

and sermons, art, religion and 

manuscripts, to examine the mate-

rial culture of the Late Medieval 

Bible and its setting, drawing on 

manuscripts in the University Li-

brary and the NLS in analysing 

variants of text and layout, imagery 

and addenda.  Speakers include:  

Nicole Bériou, Laura Light, John 

Lowden, Eyal Poleg, Diane J. 

Reilly, Paul Saenger, Paul Antonio.  

mailto:r.perry@qub.ac.uk
http://medievalismtransformed.bangor.ac.uk/papers.php.en?menu=1&catid=4934&subid=0
http://medievalismtransformed.bangor.ac.uk/papers.php.en?menu=1&catid=4934&subid=0
http://medievalismtransformed.bangor.ac.uk/papers.php.en?menu=1&catid=4934&subid=0
mailto:medievalismtransformed@bangor.ac.uk
mailto:medievalismtransformed@bangor.ac.uk
mailto:Dr%20Conor%20Wyer
http://www.ies.sas.ac.u/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/history2/volterra/texts/fla.htm
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/history2/volterra/texts/fla.htm
mailto:r.salway@ucl.ac.uk
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The draft programme is now avail-

able online. For further information 

contact: l.m.b@ed.ac.uk or visit 

www.hss.ed.ac.uk/chb/events.htm. 
 

IFLA Preservation and Conserva-

tion Section & Rare Books and 

Manuscripts Section Conference 

Uppsala University, Sweden 

17–19 August, 2010 

This is a satellite meeting held in 

conjunction with the IFLA World 

Library and Information Conference 

2010. The theme will be ‗New tech-

niques for old documents‘: Scientific 

examination methods in the service 

of preservation and book history, 

scientific techniques such as DNA, 

infra-red spectroscopy, imaging 

techniques and micro x-ray fluores-

cence in conservation treatments and 

material, bibliographic issues such 

as the determination of animals for 

leathers, provenance through DNA-

analysis, measuring paper strength, 

examination of pigments and inks 

for palimpsests and other docu-

ments, and ICR (Intelligent Charac-

ter recognition) for the recognition 

of hand-written text.  

Contact: Per.Cullhed@ub.uu.se or 

raphaele.mouren@enssib.fr.  

 

Music for the Office and Its 

Sources in the Low Countries 

(1050–1550). Antwerp, Conference 

Center Elzenveld 

21–24 August 2010 

The office, the most substantial por-

tion of the liturgy formed a crucial 

part of medieval musical culture. 

Because the Low Countries knew an 

unprecedented variety of communi-

ties and institutions, the contexts in 

which the office was celebrated in 

the region were equally varied. The 

wealth of sources for the office 

from the Low Countries has led 

many scholars to study selected as-

pects of the celebration of the office 

in the region, such as prose or versi-

fied historiae, tropes and prosulas, 

motets composed for Vespers and 

Salve services, and ‗paraliturgical‘ 

pieces. The conference sets out to 

explore the variety of the extant re-

pertory and its sources, by bringing 

together new research into the mu-

sic for the office in, or related to, 

the Low Countries (to include 

Northern France and the Meuse-

Rhineland), and studying plainchant 

as well as polyphony and their in-

terrelations.  

The conference, supported by the 

International Musicological Society 

Study Group ‗Cantus Planus‘, will 

take place during the yearly festival 

Laus Polyphoniae (Flanders Festiv-

al Antwerp), and in close collabora-

tion with the festival program. A 

selection of conference papers will 

be published in the internationally 

peer-reviewed Journal of the Ala-

mire Foundation in 2012.  For con-

ference programme see website of 

the Alamire Foundation 

(www.arts.kuleuven.be/alamire). 

 

International Congress of 

Historical Sciences, Amsterdam 

22–28 August 2010 

Further details and a provisional 

programme of papers are now 

available at www.ichs2010.org U. 
 

XVIIth Colloquium of the Comité 

International de Paléographie 

Latine: Medieval Autograph 

Manuscripts 

Ljubljana, 7–10 September 2010 

mailto:l.m.b@ed.ac.uk
http://www.hss.ed.ac.uk/chb/events.htm
http://www.arts.kuleuven.be/alamire
http://www.ichs2010.orgu/
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For updates on this conference, see 

http://www.palaeographia.org/cipl/lj

ubljana/. 

 

Between Stability and Transfor-

mation. Textual Traditions in the 

Medieval Netherlands 

Ghent University 

21–22 September, 2010 
The Department of Dutch Literature 

of Ghent University, the Department 

of Dutch Language and Culture of 

Radboud University Nijmegen and 

the Ruusbroecgenootschap (Univer-

sity of Antwerp) are holding an in-

ternational conference on the trans-

formation of texts and textual com-

plexes in the medieval Netherlands.  

Keynote speaker: Stephen G. Nich-

ols.  

For information contact Youri De-

splenter, Ghent University, Depart-

ment of Dutch Literature, 

Blandijnberg 2, B-9000 Gent. 

E-mail: stabilityandtransformation 

@gmail.com. 

 

St. Thomas Becket & Vernacular 

Medieval Literature 

Centro Stefano Franscini, Monte 

Verità, Ascona, Ticino, Switzer-

land 

17–22 October 2010 

Proposals for papers are invited for 

submission by August 15, 2010.  

The Conference will be divided into 

two themes: 1155-1170: ‗Warriors 

of God and Culture. Thomas Becket 

and his eruditi,‘ and post-1170: 

‗Perpetuating Myth.‘ For informa-

tion contact: con-

gress@becketproject.ch, or visit: 

http://www.becketproject.ch. 

 

Patronage and the Sacred Book in 

the Medieval Mediterranean 

Brandeis University, Waltham, 

Ma., USA 

18–19 October 2010 

Information available at  

http://humweb.ucsc.edu/aarhms/ne

ws100131.php. 

 

‘Natural, Unnatural, &  

Supernatural’ 

36th Annual Meeting of the 

Southeastern Medieval  

Association 

Roanoke, VA, USA 

18–20 November 2010 

The meeting is at the Hotel Roa-

noke, located in the southwest cor-

ner of Virginia in the Shenandoah 

Valley. The theme has been se-

lected because this year‘s confer-

ence coincides with the 75th anni-

versary of the scenic Blue Ridge 

Parkway.  

Proposals for papers and panels 

dealing with all aspects of the Mid-

dle Ages are welcomed, but particu-

larly those examining elements of 

the natural, unnatural, and super-

natural in the medieval world.  

As it does every year, the SEMA 

annual conference encourages sub-

missions from all branches of me-

dieval studies, including but not 

limited to history, art, science, phi-

losophy, theology, archaeology, pa-

laeography, language, and litera-

tures. Proposals for entire sessions 

and for interdisciplinary presenta-

tions are strongly encouraged, al-

though individual paper proposals 

are welcome as well. Offers to serve 

as session moderators are also wel-

come.  E-mail submissions by June 

1 to: sema2010@scholar.vt.edu.  

For further information see website: 

http://www.rc.vt.edu/medieval/sema

2010.  The new SEMA website also 

http://www.palaeographia.org/cipl/ljubljana/
http://www.palaeographia.org/cipl/ljubljana/
mailto:stabilityandtransformation@gmail.com
mailto:stabilityandtransformation@gmail.com
mailto:stabilityandtransformation@gmail.com
http://uk.mc863.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=congress@becketproject.ch
http://uk.mc863.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=congress@becketproject.ch
http://www.becketproject.ch/
http://humweb.ucsc.edu/aarhms/news100131.php
http://humweb.ucsc.edu/aarhms/news100131.php
mailto:sema2010@scholar.vt.edu
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provides information at: 

http://sema.eserver.org. 

 

LECTURES & SEMINARS 
London, Senate House 

Palaeography Lecture,  

14 October 2010 

Advance notice has been given of 

the lecture by James Carley entitled 

‗―In private men‘s hands‖. The li-

brary of Archbishop John Whitgift 

(d.1604): sources, catalogue, and 

dispersal.’  Further details will be 

available nearer the time. 

 

London, Queen Mary 

8 June 2010 

5pm, in Physics 609. 

Professor Andrew Cole (Princeton), 

will give a seminar on ‗Acting on 

Advice: Scenes of Episcopal Hu-

manism in the work of Thomas 

Chaundler‘.  Contact: Miri Rubin 

(m.e.rubin@qmul.ac.uk), or Julia 

Boffey (j.boffey@qmul.ac.uk). 

 

COURSES 
Report on European Bookbinding 

Course 1500–1800, York Minster 

Library, November 2009 

By Victoria Stevens, a conservator 

working with the Oxford Conserva-

tion Consortium. 

I had been eagerly anticipating the 

European Bookbinding course for 

some time, and went to York with 

high expectations. My three primary 

objectives were: 

1. To broaden and deepen my 

knowledge of bookbinding 

materials, structures and 

styles throughout the hand 

press period. This would be 

for my own personal benefit 

as well as that of my col-

leagues at the Oxford Con-

servation Consortium (OCC) 

and its members as a whole.  

2. To have opportunities to dis-

cuss conservation practice 

and form working relation-

ships with other course par-

ticipants. 

3. To enjoy studying the bind-

ing examples shown both in 

the lectures and in another 

historic library collection.  

The course fulfilled and exceeded 

my expectations and I more than 

met these aims. 

The morning lectures, presented en-

tirely by Dr Nicholas Pickwoad, 

took place in the conservation stu-

dio at York Minster Library. We 

were given three very comprehen-

sive pieces of course literature: a 

full bibliography, a booklet which 

illustrated aspects and variations of 

the bindings we were to examine 

over the next five days as well as a 

detailed schedule of the course con-

tent.  These last two documents 

proved very useful, as the course 

was extremely fast paced. The lit-

erature reduced the need to illustrate 

notes as well as providing a frame-

work upon which to build notes 

around, allowing me to concentrate 

on the content and the many exam-

ples shown in the accompanying 

slides. 

In essence, the course was detailed 

synopsis of binding styles, struc-

tures, materials and techniques and 

was organised both geographically 

and chronologically. Each day, Dr 

Pickwoad focused on a particular 

aspect of binding structure and/or 

materials. He demonstrated com-

paratively both how these were used 

by binders and how they could be 

used by us as a tool to localise and 

http://sema.eserver.org/
mailto:m.e.rubin@qmul.ac.uk
mailto:j.boffey@qmul.ac.uk
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date the bindings in our own collec-

tions. The theoretical base of the 

course was thoroughly illustrated by 

Dr Pickwoad‘s own slides and each 

afternoon by examples from the col-

lection in York Minster Library. It 

was an extremely useful and enjoy-

able opportunity to examine the 

bindings first hand and additionally 

provided an excellent opportunity to 

make photographic records with 

which to illustrate my notes. 

Throughout, Dr Pickwoad stressed 

the economic significance of all 

changes and variations to binding 

structures and materials and showed 

how this could be used to determine 

the status and permanence of the 

binding. 

The body of information I have 

learnt from the course will prove in-

valuable to me in my future decision 

making for the collections and indi-

vidual books I work on. I have al-

ready used the knowledge I have 

gained to determine how to proceed 

on a rebinding project I am currently 

working on together with a col-

league at OCC. In such ways, I will 

be able to disseminate the informa-

tion from the course to a wider audi-

ence. I also intend to make a short 

presentation to work colleagues il-

lustrated with some of the photos I 

have from the Minster Library col-

lection. 

Furthermore, I have succeeded in 

developing good relationships and 

dialogue with other course partici-

pants. I intend to visit a National 

Trust curator I met on the course 

who works on a historical library 

collection at a nearby property. This 

collection is very different from 

those I normally work on or have 

access to and will give me a further 

opportunity to broaden my knowl-

edge and experience of binding ma-

terials and structures. 

I have benefited greatly from at-

tending the course and enjoyed my 

week in York immensely. I am very 

grateful to AMARC for providing 

me with the funds to allow me to 

attend. 

 

Rethinking Medieval Liturgy: 

New Approaches across Disci-

plines 

18–19 June 2010, London 

The study of medieval liturgy has 

undergone a remarkable transforma-

tion in recent years. As the lines be-

tween various kinds of cultural 

studies have become increasingly 

blurred, musicologists, art histori-

ans, literary scholars, and historians 

have realised its centrality and im-

portance. Liturgy provides funda-

mental insights into the experience 

of worship and devotion in the 

Middle Ages, as the medium 

through which religious ideas were 

transmitted. There is now a need, 

we believe, to find coherent expres-

sion and a voice for the emerging 

generation of students of the liturgy, 

by breaking institutional and disci-

plinary boundaries, and by bringing 

so-called para-liturgical genres, 

such as drama, hagiography, and 

sermons, as well as art and architec-

ture, back into their liturgical con-

texts. 

To this purpose, we are holding a 

two-day international workshop for 

post-graduate students from a vari-

ety of disciplines on the subject of 

medieval liturgy. It will include a 

training session in recent develop-

ments of liturgical studies, led by 

Professor Susan Boynton of the De-
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partment of Music at Columbia Uni-

versity.  For information contact 

Kati Ihnat, Queen Mary, University 

of London (kati_ihnat@yahoo.ca or 

Erik Niblaeus, Kings College Lon-

don (erik.niblaeus@kcl.ac.uk). 

 

London Palaeography Summer 

School  

Institute of English Studies,  

University of London  

21–25 June 2010 

The London Palaeography Summer 

School is a series of intensive 

courses in Palaeography and Diplo-

matic. Courses range from a half to 

two days‘ duration and are given by 

experts in their respective fields 

from a wide range of institutions.  

The Summer School is hosted by the 

Centre for Manuscript and Print 

Studies with the co-operation of the 

British Library, the Calligraphy and 

Lettering Arts Society, the Institute 

of Historical Research, Senate 

House Library, the Warburg Insti-

tute, University College, King's Col-

lege London and the Victoria and 

Albert Museum.  

The courses offered this year will 

range from Latin Palaeography to 

Psalters and Books of Hours. There 

is also a practical course on pig-

ments and painting. For further in-

formation, please visit the Summer 

School web pages: 

http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/cour

ses/SummerSchool/index.htm or tel: 

+44 (0) 207 862 8680, or e-mail: 

cmps@sas.ac.uk. 

 

London Rare Books School 

Institute of English Studies,  

University of London 

28 June–2 July & 5–9 July 2010  

The London Rare Books School 

(LRBS) is a series of five-day, in-

tensive courses on a variety of 

book-related subjects to be taught in 

and around Senate House, which is 

the centre of the University of Lon-

don‘s federal system.  

The courses will be taught by inter-

nationally renowned scholars asso-

ciated with the Institute‘s Centre for 

Manuscript and Print Studies, using 

the unrivalled library and museum 

resources of London, including the 

British Library, the British Mu-

seum, the Victoria and Albert Mu-

seum, the University of London Re-

search Library Services, and many 

more. All courses will stress the 

materiality of the book.  Each class 

will be restricted to a maximum of 

twelve students in order to ensure 

that everyone has plenty of oppor-

tunity to talk to the teachers and to 

get very close to the books. 

The courses planned for 2010 are: 

Week One: 28 June–2 July 

1. The Book in the Ancient World 

2. The Medieval Book  

3. The Printed Book in Europe 

1450–2000 

4. A History of Maps and Mapping 

5. An Introduction to Bibliography 

6. Children‘s Books, 1470–1980 

7. The Early Modern Book in Eng-

land: Exploring the Evidence. 

Week Two: 5-9 July 

1. Type and its Uses 1455–1830  

2. European Bookbinding, 1450–

1820 

3. Modern First Editions: Dealing, 

Collecting and the Market  

4. Mapping Land and Sea before 

1900  

5. The Italian Book to 1600 

6. An Introduction to Illustration 

and its Technologies  

mailto:kati_ihnat@yahoo.ca
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/courses/SummerSchool/index.htm
http://ies.sas.ac.uk/cmps/events/courses/SummerSchool/index.htm
http://uk.mc863.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=cmps@sas.ac.uk
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7. Digital Publishing and Book Stud-

ies  

8. Postal Systems in Britain and Be-

yond 1500–1968 

Each course will consist of thirteen 

seminars amounting in all to twenty 

hours of teaching time spread be-

tween Monday afternoon and Friday 

afternoon. There will be timetabled 

‗library time‘ that will allow stu-

dents to explore the rich resources of 

the University‘s Senate House Li-

brary, one of the UK‘s major re-

search libraries. The evening pro-

gramme will include an opening re-

ception and talk, a book history lec-

ture, and receptions hosted by major 

London antiquarian booksellers. 

Postgraduate credit is available for 

these courses at the Institute, which 

is one of the ten member-Institutes 

of the University of London‘s 

School of Advanced Study. In order 

to achieve the award of credit a stu-

dent will have to complete and pass 

a 5,000 word essay within two 

months of the course (an extra fee to 

cover marking and other costs will 

be charged).  The fee will be £550 

which will include the provision of 

lunch, and coffee and tea throughout 

the week. A small number of bur-

saries is available. 

A range of different sorts of accom-

modation will be available including 

cheap student housing (on a bed and 

breakfast basis) close by Senate 

House; Senate House is next to the 

British Museum in the heart of 

Bloomsbury.  For further details 

and application forms visit: 

http://ies.sas.ac.uk/ or tel: +44 (0) 

207 862 8680, or e-mail: 

cmps@sas.ac.uk. 
 

The Weird and the Wonderful: 

Illuminated Manuscripts in the 

Middle Ages 

Courtauld Institute, London, 

2–6 August 2010 

Tutor: Dr Catherine Yvard 

This course will explore the medie-

val library, turning the pages of 

Bestiaries, Bibles, accounts of trav-

els to faraway lands, history chroni-

cles, chivalric romances and many 

more, thus discovering the medieval 

world and thought through their 

fascinating illustrations. General 

trends in book production will be 

outlined in relation to individual 

manuscripts considered in their ar-

tistic, social and historical context, 

with a special focus on the late 

Middle Ages. The lectures will be 

complemented by visits to prestig-

ious collections including the 

Bodleian Library in Oxford, and the 

Victoria and Albert Museum, where 

students will have the unique oppor-

tunity to examine manuscripts and 

early printed books at first hand. 

For further details and to book, con-

tact: Short Courses, The Courtauld 

Institute of Art, Somerset House, 

Strand, London WC2R 0RN.  Tel. 

020 7 848 2678, e-mail: 

Short.courses@courtauld.ac.uk 

Website: 

www.courtauld.ac.uk/publicprogra

mmes/index.shtml. 

 

0BEXHIBITIONS 
Information has been drawn from 

press-releases and websites as well 

as contributions from our members 

and colleagues. Please check open-

ing dates and times and other de-

tails before travelling as these may 

vary from those given here. 

 

http://ies.sas.ac.uk/
http://uk.mc863.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=cmps@sas.ac.uk
mailto:Short.courses@courtauld.ac.uk
http://www.courtauld.ac.uk/publicprogrammes/index.shtml
http://www.courtauld.ac.uk/publicprogrammes/index.shtml
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ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 

Writers of Wales 

Until 26 November 2010 

An exhibition celebrating the work 

of painter and writer Brenda Cham-

berlain (1912–71), and poet and 

novelist Caradog Prichard (1904–

80). The second in a series of exhibi-

tions featuring the most prominent 

authors of Wales. 

Step by Step: Tracing your Ances-

tors 

15 March 2010–4 March 2011 

A step-by-step introduction to the 

process of tracing your family tree 

by displaying some of the main 

available sources used by family 

historians at the National Library of 

Wales. 

Curwen: Art, Words and Music in 

Print 

10 July–11 September 2010 

An exhibition on the work of the 

Curwen Press and Studio, celebrat-

ing their contribution to Welsh mu-

sic and art. 

 

CAMBRIDGE, FITZWILLIAM 

MUSEUM 

Epic of the Persian Kings: the Art 

of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh  

11 September 2010–9 January 2011 

To mark the millennium of the Per-

sian ‗Book of Kings‘, the Shah-

nameh completed by the Iranian poet 

Ferdowsi in 1010 and still celebrated 

as one of the greatest icons of Per-

sian culture, this exhibition will 

bring together the most splendid il-

luminated manuscripts from public 

and private collections in the UK, 

including examples from the Royal 

Collection at Windsor Castle. Cover-

ing the vast and diverse territories 

through which the Shahnameh 

spread between the 14th and the 

19th century, from Iran to Egypt 

and the Ottoman Empire in the 

west, and to India in the east, the 

manuscripts will be accompanied 

by ceramics and metalwork whose 

imagery was inspired by the poem's 

fascinating amalgam of history, 

myth and legend. The exhibition 

will be accompanied by a thor-

oughly researched and richly illus-

trated catalogue, a virtual exhibi-

tion, a gallery audio guide, and an 

electronic resource, which would 

explore the broad historical and cul-

tural context of the Shahnameh. 

Further details with a full pro-

gramme of events will be available 

in the summer 

at:http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.u

k/whatson/exhibitions/ 

 

DUBLIN, TRINITY COLLEGE 

LIBRARY 

Dublin: the College and the City, 

1250–1950 

5 November 2009–13 May 2010 

This exhibition in the Long Room, 

Old Library, celebrates the city of 

Dublin and its university Trinity 

College, and the links that have de-

veloped between the two over the 

centuries.  The ‗Early Dublin‘ sec-

tion includes a Book of Obits and 

Martyrology from Christ Church, 

Dublin‘s oldest cathedral, as well as 

the cartulary and a floor tile from 

the Priory of All Hallows, on the 

site of which Trinity College now 

stands.  Other themes explored are 

‗Rebellion‘, ‗Culture‘ and ‗Tour-

ism‘, the exhibits reflecting the 

wealth of material in the collections 

of the College library.  Visit the 

online exhibition: 

http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/whatson/exhibitions/
http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/whatson/exhibitions/
http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/whatson/exhibitions/
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http://www.tcd.ie/Library/assets/swf/

Exhibitions/Dublin/dublin.swf 

 

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL  

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND, 

George IV Bridge Building 

‘A Swing Through Time’: a social 

history of golf in Scotland from 

the 15th century to the present 

18 June–14 November 2010. 

 
LONDON, LAMBETH PALACE 

LIBRARY 

Treasures of Lambeth Palace 

Library 

17 May–23 July, 2010  

Lambeth Palace Library is one of the 

earliest public libraries in England, 

founded in 1610 under the will of 

Archbishop Richard Bancroft. In 

celebration of its 400th anniversary 

in 2010, the Library is holding a 

public exhibition in the Great Hall of 

Lambeth Palace. 

The exhibition draws upon the Li-

brary‘s incomparably rich and di-

verse collections of manuscripts, ar-

chives and books, some of which 

will be on display for the first time. 

It reveals how the collections have 

developed since 1610 and explores 

the history surrounding the people 

who owned, studied or used them as 

aids to prayer and devotion.  

Highlights of the exhibition include:  

 The MacDurnan Gospels, 

written and illuminated in Ire-

land in the 9th century  

 The Lambeth Bible, master-

piece of Romanesque art (see 

illustration on p. 35) 

 13th century Lambeth Apoca-

lypse  

 A Gutenberg Bible printed in 

1455, the first great book 

printed in Western Europe 

from movable metal type  

 Books owned and used by 

King Richard III, King 

Henry VIII, Queen Katherine 

of Aragon, Queen Elizabeth I 

and King Charles I as well as 

landmark texts in the history 

of the Church of England  

 An exceptionally rare edition 

of the Babylonian Talmud 

which survived a 1553 Papal 

Bull ordering all copies to be 

burnt, which was rediscov-

ered in 1992  

 The warrant for the execu-

tion of Mary Queen of Scots  

 Papers of archbishops, bish-

ops and leaders of church 

and state, ranging from the 

13th century to the modern 

day, including papers relat-

ing to the rebuilding of St 

Paul‘s Cathedral after the 

Great Fire and physicians' 

reports on the illness of King 

George III.  

Tickets can be booked using the 24-

hour booking line: 0871 230 1107. 

For group bookings call 0844 412 

4650. 

For details of the accompanying 

book, Lambeth Palace Library: 

Treasures from the Collection of the 

Archbishops of Canterbury, see p. 

27 below. 
 

NOTTINGHAM 

Saints, Sinners and Storytellers: 

Wollaton Medieval Manuscripts 

at the University of Nottingham. 

Weston Gallery, D H Lawrence, 

University Park, University of 

Nottingham 

30 April–8 August 2010 

http://www.tcd.ie/Library/assets/swf/Exhibitions/Dublin/dublin.swf
http://www.tcd.ie/Library/assets/swf/Exhibitions/Dublin/dublin.swf
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The display of a collection of eleven 

medieval manuscripts, all once part 

of the Wollaton Hall Library, Not-

tingham, marks the culmination of 

two projects at the University of 

Nottingham.  Since summer 2007, 

curators at the Department of Manu-

scripts and Special Collections have 

been working on a series of activi-

ties, following a major Heritage Lot-

tery Fund award to secure the manu-

scripts for the University, ensure 

their preservation, and extend access 

to them.  The manuscripts were for-

merly part of the Middleton Collec-

tion, and have been regularly used 

by researchers visiting Nottingham 

since the 1940s, but their fragile 

condition has until now limited any 

public display.  For a locally surviv-

ing private library, they offer an ex-

traordinary range of interest, from a 

copy of Gower‘s Confessio Amantis 

to a single 15th century page, pro-

viding unique evidence of an Eng-

lish life of the Italian St Zita.  There 

are two 13th-century French manu-

scripts (Romances and Fabliaux and 

L’estoire du Saint Grail) and Anglo-

Norman and English texts which 

show the use of devotional guidance 

for the laity. 

Understanding of the history of these 

volumes, and of the development of 

the family library of which they 

formed a part, has meantime been 

extended by a parallel research pro-

ject, funded by the Arts and Hu-

manities Research Council and led 

by Professor Thorlac Turville-Petre 

of the University‘s School of Eng-

lish, in collaboration with Professor 

Ralph Hanna of Oxford and with the 

assistance of Dr Gavin Cole. The 

principal outcome of the project will 

be a volume of essays contributed by 

a network of scholars, to be pub-

lished later in 2010 by Boydell and 

Brewer. 

This research project has also in-

cluded study of the Wollaton An-

tiphonal, a magnificent service book 

owned by the local parish of St 

Leonard‘s, Wollaton, and now 

looked after by the University of 

Nottingham.  It too has significant 

physical problems, and this will be 

its first occasion of display since 

conservation work was undertaken, 

funded by the National Manuscripts 

Conservation Trust and other bod-

ies.  Although its conservation is 

not complete, the opportunity is be-

ing taken to display several repaired 

leaves together, before their ulti-

mate rebinding.  

The exhibition is primarily aimed at 

a local audience and is accompanied 

by a number of lunchtime talks and 

other events.  For further details 

see: 

http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/manu

scriptsandspecialcollections/exhibiti

ons/westongalleryexhibition.aspx. 

A study day about the Antiphonal 

will precede a performance by the 

Binchois Consort on 8 May 2010, 

featuring elements from the 

manuscript. See: 

http://www.lakesidearts.org.uk/Mus

ic/ViewEvent.html?e=1557&c=7&d

=1790. 

Members attending the AMARC 

Summer Meeting on 7 July will 

have an opportunity to visit the ex-

hibition.  See p. 4 above. 
 

3BNEW ARRIVALS  

Librarians, archivists and users are 

invited to inform the Editor of any 

notable new accessions to institu-

tional collections.  

http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/manuscriptsandspecialcollections/exhibitions/westongalleryexhibition.aspx
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/manuscriptsandspecialcollections/exhibitions/westongalleryexhibition.aspx
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/manuscriptsandspecialcollections/exhibitions/westongalleryexhibition.aspx
http://www.lakesidearts.org.uk/Music/ViewEvent.html?e=1557&c=7&d=1790
http://www.lakesidearts.org.uk/Music/ViewEvent.html?e=1557&c=7&d=1790
http://www.lakesidearts.org.uk/Music/ViewEvent.html?e=1557&c=7&d=1790
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ABERYSTWYTH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF WALES 
Submitted by Maredudd ap Huw, 

Manuscripts Librarian. 

Nine letters, 1934–1942, from 

painter and writer Brenda Chamber-

lain (1912–71) to her artist husband 

John Petts (1914–91) (NLW MS 

24000F). 

A copy of Gudmundur Andrésson, 

Lexicon Islandicum sive Gothicae 

runae vel linguae septentrionalis 

dictionarium ... (Copenhagen, 1683), 

extensively annotated by linguist 

William Wotton (1666–1727) (ini-

tially sold at Sotheby‘s 12th Shir-

burn Castle sale, 2 October 2008, lot 

4513) (NLW MS 24002B). 

A copy of the anonymous Kitchen, 

fruit and flower gardens complete in 

four parts ... (Dublin, 1751), anno-

tated by antiquary and botanist Wil-

liam Morris (1705–63) of Holyhead 

(NLW MS 24003B). 

A collection of Dylan Thomas 

(1914–53) poetry manuscripts, in-

cluding unpublished poems, accu-

mulated by book dealer Jeff Towns 

of Dylan‘s Book Store, Swansea 

(Jeff Towns Collection). 

The original manuscripts of novels 

by contemporary writer Niall Grif-

fiths (1966–) of Aberystwyth (Niall 

Griffiths Papers). 

Political papers of Labour Peers 

Lord Anderson of Swansea (1939–) 

and Lord Temple-Morris of Llandaff 

(1938–) (Lord Donald Anderson Pa-

pers, Lord Temple-Morris Papers). 

 

DUBLIN 

TRINITY COLLEGE LIBRARY 

Major recent accessions, March 

2009 to March 2010, submitted by 

Bernard Meehan, Keeper of Manu-

scripts.  

Barry, Gerald (1952–), composer.  

Additional music manuscripts, in-

cluding the opera The Bitter Tears 

of Petra von Kant, and correspon-

dence.  (TCD MS 11345) 

Arran, Earls of.  Additional family 

papers, 1840s–1920s.  (TCD MS 

11346) 

Gibbon, William Monk (1896–

1987), poet and author.  Papers and 

other material.  (TCD MS 11351) 

Cromwell family, Ardglass, Co. 

Down.  Papers, 1617 – c.1715.  

Mealy‘s, Castlecomer, Co. Kil-

kenny.  (TCD MS 11353) 

Banville, John (1945–), author and 

journalist.  Additional papers, note-

books and correspondence, includ-

ing the MSS of his Booker Prize-

winning novel The Sea.  (TCD MS 

11356) 
 

EDINBURGH, NATIONAL 

LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND  

Significant accessions for the pe-

riod September 2009 – February 

2010, selected by Kenneth Dunn. 

Letter, 1782, of Hugh Blair to Wil-

liam Strachan (NLS Acc.13092) 

Letters, 1797–1832, of David 

Brewster to James Veitch of Inch-

bonny (NLS Acc. 13080). 

Letters and cognate papers, 1801–7, 

of Francis Summerer, Consul at 

Bucharest, to Charles Stuart, Baron 

de Rothesay (NLS Acc.13105) 

Letters, 1803, 1824, 1825 & ?1831, 

of Sir Walter Scott to various reci-

pients (NLS Accs. 13086, 13093-

13094 & 13109) 

Letter 1804, written by – or on be-

half of – Jean Burns (nee Armour), 

widow of the poet, to Maria Riddell 

(NLS Acc.13120) 

Minute Book, 1839–56, of the Fen-

wick Improvement Society and of 
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the Fenwick Mutual Improvement 

Society (NLS Acc. 13106) 

Letters, 1864 & n.d., of Thomas Car-

lyle and of Jane Welsh Carlyle, with 

a signed photograph, 1874, of the 

former (NLS Acc.13108) 

Letters, dairies (including one of the 

1938 Mount Everest expedition) and 

photographs, 1917–77, of and relat-

ing to Lieut.-Col. Peter Roderick 

Oliver (1909–45) (NLS Acc.13124) 

Literary archive, 1938–76, of James 

Murdoch MacGregor (―J.T. McIn-

tosh‖), 1925–2008, Science Fiction 

writer (NLS Acc.13126) 

Political papers and photographs, 

1950s–2003, of George Younger, 

Baron Younger of Prestwick and 

Fourth Viscount Younger of Leckie 

(1931–2003), Brewer, Politician, 

Banker and one-time Secretary of 

State for Scotland (NLS Acc.13116) 

Manuscript, ca. 1961, of an unpub-

lished poem ‗Six Wee Haufs‘ by 

George Mackay Brown (NLS 

Acc.13122) 

Political correspondence and papers, 

1964–2000, of Gordon Wilson, for-

mer leader of SNP & MP for Dun-

dee East (NLS Acc.13099) 

Letters, 1973–96, of George Mackay 

Brown to Peter & Betty Grant, with 

some literary papers, manuscripts, 

typescripts and photographs (NLS. 

Acc.13134) 

 

LONDON, BRITISH LIBRARY 
Submitted by Michael St. John 

McAlister of the Department of 

Manuscripts. 

Diaries of Chichester Samuel Park-

inson-Fortescue, Baron Carlingford 

and 2nd Baron Clermont, 1869, 

1871 (Add. 88912). 

Letters from the Hon. William Ful-

larton Elphinstone, Director of the 

East India Company, to his younger 

brother, Admiral George Keith El-

phinstone, Viscount Keith, 1795–

1822 (Add. 88913). 

Correspondence and papers of the 

Hon. Spencer Perceval, Prime Min-

ister, 1802–33 (Add. 88914). 

Margaret Ramsay Ltd Archive, 

1953–92 (Add. 88915). 

Personal correspondence and papers 

of Edmund Hunt Dring, managing 

director of the firm of Bernard 

Quaritch, 1877–1965 (Add. 88916). 

Letters found in Angus Wilson‘s 

printed books, 20th cent. (Add. 

88917). 

Ted Hughes Papers, 20th cent. 

(Add. 88918). 

Graham Swift Papers, c.1970–2005 

(Add. 88919). 

Supplementary Pinter Papers, 20th 

cent. (Add. 88920). 

Supplementary Phyllis Bottome Pa-

pers, 20th cent. (Add. 88921). 

Correspondence of Judith Medli-

cott, Anthony Powell, and Violet 

Powell, 1988–2000 (Add. 88922). 

Two albums containing original 

documents relating to Eleanor 

(Nell) Gwyn and the Restoration 

court, 1660–1719 (Add. 88923). 

Arthur Conan Doyle Papers, late 

19th–20th cents. (Add. 88924). 

Sylvia Pankhurst Papers, 1893–

1976 (Add. 88925). 

Edward, Baron Herbert of Cher-

bury: MS draft of a play fragment, 

c. 1615–1645 (Add. 88926).  

James Taylor commonplace book, 

c. 1650 (Add. 88927). 

William Lawrence of Shurdington 

MS, c. 1657–1684 (Add. 88928). 

Ushaw prayer roll (also known as 

Henry VII‘s prayer roll, late 15th 

cent. (Add. 88929). (Further infor-

mation on this MS will be included 
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inn the next Newsletter.  Details of 

major recent acquisitions is also 

available at 

http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelpres

type/manuscripts/recentacquisitions/

recentacquisitions.html). 

 

Mervyn Peake Archive 

The British Library has appealed for 

help to purchase the archive of 

writer, artist, poet and playwright, 

Mervyn Peake (1911–1968). The 

extensive archive contains rarely 

seen manuscripts, notebooks, letters 

and illustrations. Although best 

known for his gothic Gormenghast 

trilogy of novels, he was also a pro-

lific illustrator and the archive in-

cludes a complete set of his illustra-

tions for Alice in Wonderland and 

Alice Through The Looking Glass. 

For more information, see 

www.bl.uk/supportus/peake.html or 

contact the Development Office at 

supporters@bl.uk. 

 

Music Manuscripts 

Information supplied by Nicolas 

Bell. 

Archive of the British Academy of 

Songwriters, Composers and Au-

thors. 

Papers of Donald Mitchell, music 

publisher and writer on music.  

Correspondence of Matyas Seiber, 

complementing the music manu-

scripts already in the BL's collec-

tions. 

Compositions of Sir Eugene 

Goossens, complementing the corre-

spondence already in the collections. 

Manuscripts of musical arrange-

ments for brass band and other en-

sembles by Sir Malcolm Sargent, 

complementing the correspondence 

already in the collections. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

 
R.M. Thomson, A Descriptive 

Catalogue of the Medieval Manu-

scripts of Merton College, Oxford, 

with a description of the Greek 

Manuscripts by N.G. Wilson 
(Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 2009), 

xlv + 330 pp, 51 colour + 107 black 

and white illustrations. £95. ISBN 

978-1-84384-188-3. 

Reviewed by Pamela Robinson, 

Senior Research Fellow at the Insti-

tute of English Studies, University 

of London.  See illustration on front 

cover. 

Merton College is fortunate to be 

one of the few Oxbridge colleges to 

own a substantial number of the 

manuscripts it possessed in the 

Middle Ages. Professor Thomson‘s 

detailed catalogue of this rich col-

lection conveys a vivid picture of 

the intellectual world of medieval 

Oxford, not only in terms of what 

texts were available but of how 

books were produced, acquired and 

cared for. The volume contains an 

historical Introduction, a catalogue 

of 328 manuscripts plus a list of 

several hundred fragments (not nec-

essarily from Merton manuscripts) 

found as pastedowns or wrappers, 

and four appendices. A describes 

the three Greek MSS which are 

post-medieval acquisitions; B con-

tains comprehensive extracts relat-

ing to books and the library tran-

scribed from the College‘s medieval 

account rolls; while C and D print 

the lists of Merton‘s manuscripts 

from John Bale‘s Index and Thomas 

James‘s Ecloga respectively. Two 

indexes, one of Manuscripts, Early 

Printed Books, and Records, and a 

General Index, complete the text. 

http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/manuscripts/recentacquisitions/recentacquisitions.html
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/manuscripts/recentacquisitions/recentacquisitions.html
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/manuscripts/recentacquisitions/recentacquisitions.html
mailto:supporters@bl.uk
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The well-chosen plates that follow 

are arranged according to specific 

topics, the colour plates illustrating 

decorated manuscripts, the black and 

white ones the Old Library, bind-

ings, evidence of owners and donors, 

the organisation of the library 

(chaining, electio inscriptions, and 

in-house repair and rebinding), 

script, named and dated scribes and 

dated script).  

Since the previous catalogue was 

that of Coxe, 1852, Thomson‘s cata-

logue with its greatly expanded 

manuscript descriptions fulfils an 

obvious need, and provides a more 

accessible conspectus of the collec-

tion than Powicke‘s Medieval Books 

of Merton College, 1931.  But the 

decision (as in other catalogues 

Thomson has compiled) to describe 

the structure of a volume before its 

contents seems odd to me.  He could 

argue that he is describing a book 

from the outside in, but surely the 

first thing scholars wish to know 

about a manuscript is what it con-

tains.  If they find what they are 

looking for, only then will a descrip-

tion of its structure become relevant 

to them.  

Entries for manuscripts judged to be 

of significant interest are headed by 

brief summaries of their history 

printed in italics. Among those so 

treated is the oldest manuscript (MS 

315), a handsome ninth-century 

copy of Jerome‘s translation of Eu-

sebius‘s Chronica, possibly made at 

Reichenau.  How it came to Merton 

is unclear but it had previously be-

longed to Pietro Donato, bishop of 

Padua (d.1447), in whose inventory 

of books it is described as ‗Eusebius 

de temporibus in littera vetustis-

sima‘.  Later it belonged to John 

Tiptoft, the humanist earl of 

Worcester (d.1470).  An illustrated 

four-volume set of Vincent of 

Beauvais‘ Speculum maius (MSS 

123-6) also merits a special intro-

duction. Produced in Paris by two 

scribes, Robert de Longjumeau and 

John Wade ‗Anglicus‘, it was be-

queathed to Merton in 1330.  The 

average manuscript, however, is 

plain as might be expected of books 

acquired by scholarly readers more 

concerned with the text than dis-

play.  Thomson‘s caveat (p. xxxvi 

n.157) that this might be a mislead-

ing perception, since illustrated vol-

umes could have been sold or made 

off with for the sake of their pic-

tures post-Reformation, seems very 

cautious.  The itemised accounts of 

the costs of their production in 

some Peterhouse manuscripts show 

how little one scholar spent on 

books‘ decoration.  

Under the heading ‗History‘ a 

wealth of ex libris, ex dono, and 

cautiones (pledge notes) in the 

manuscripts is transcribed and 

proves fascinating.  I note with what 

frequency the Fellows of Merton 

seemed to have pawned their books. 

Indeed, several bear cautiones re-

vealing they were pawned on sev-

eral occasions, those in MS 154 

(Commentary on Ecclesiasticus) 

revealing the diminishing worth of 

such pledges.  In 1446 it and three 

other volumes were valued together 

at 78s but by 1455 their value had 

dropped to 58s.  Most books were 

donations but a few were bought, 

and occasionally the college ac-

quired books that had been pawned 

by others but not redeemed.  One 

such volume, MS 181 (Commentar-

ies on Wisdom), was made for Wil-
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liam of Malmesbury and was pre-

sumably pawned by a student monk.  

Was this the same monk who 

pawned Lambeth Palace 224 

(Anselm‘s letters), a volume actually 

written by William?  Both manu-

scripts passed through the hands of 

the mid-fifteenth-century Oxford 

stationer John Godson who valued 

MS 181 at 30s and Lambeth at 17s 

4d.  And was the impecunious monk, 

one wonders, the Dom Peter Charl-

ton who in 1448 pawned MS 253 

(Albertus Magnus)?  

The best-known donor is William 

Reed, bishop of Chichester (c. 1315–

1385). He or his secretary, Walter 

Robert, usefully noted in his manu-

scripts where he obtained them.  

Thus Reed bought MS 248 (aids to 

preaching) from the executors of 

John Sheppey, bishop of Rochester 

(d. 1360), and MS 237 (sermons) 

from Thomas Trillek, bishop of 

Rochester, 1364–1372. While Reed 

acquired books second hand directly 

from persons known to him, others 

bought on the open market.  Thus 

Henry Sever, warden 1455–1471, 

bought MS 212 (Petrus Cantor) in 

Pater Noster Row, London, a book 

that had already passed through the 

hands of a provost of Oriel and a 

master of Balliol. 

The most popular author in the 

whole collection was Augustine, pa-

tristics and theology dominating, but 

the library also contained philoso-

phy, including a comprehensive col-

lection of Aristotle‘s writings with 

scholarly commentaries, some his-

tory, canon and civil law, and a few 

classics.  Despite the College stat-

utes ruling out the study of medicine 

it possessed copies of Hippocrates, 

Galen and the articella.  However, 

the Galen (MS 268) copied by the 

well-known scribe Hermann Zurke 

of Greifswald for Gilbert Kymer, 

chancellor of the University and 

later dean of Salisbury (d.1463), 

was not given to the college until 

1594. In addition to the four medi-

cal manuscripts copied for Kymer 

that Thomson lists, Zurke also cop-

ied Cambridge University Library 

Ii.6.1 (Gesta Romanorum) for a 

canon of Osney and a medical work 

in Lambeth Palace 444, fols 25-68 , 

‗in vico murilogorum‘ or Catte 

Street, centre of the Oxford book-

trade. 

It may seem strange to say I have 

enjoyed reading a catalogue but this 

volume proves so informative about 

the lives of books that it will surely 

become a fruitful resource for future 

scholars, and not only those con-

cerned with the medieval university. 
 

A.E. Nichols, An Index of Images 

in English Manuscripts from the 

Time of Chaucer to Henry VIII. c. 

1380–c. 1509, vol. VI: Cambridge 

I (London/Turnhout, Harvey Miller, 

2008) pp. 234, 60 Euros, ISBN 

9878-1-905375-37-0. 

Reviewed by David King, Research 

Fellow at the University of East 

Anglia. 

This is the fifth volume to be pub-

lished in this series (vol. V has yet 

to appear), published in 2008, al-

though the online catalogue has it 

for 2009. The first of two volumes 

for Cambridge, it covers the manu-

scripts of the requisite period in the 

libraries at five colleges (Christ‘s 

College, Clare College, Corpus 

Christi College [The Parker Li-

brary], Gonville and Caius College) 

and the Fitzwilliam Museum. As in 
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the other volumes, a detailed ‗Users‘ 

Manual‘ establishes the parameters 

within which the book is con-

structed. Ambitious multi-volumed 

corpora such as this series need to 

establish a clear methodology, but 

also to remain open to change as un-

foreseen requirements arise. The 

manual was revised in 2006 and in 

this volume further adjustments have 

been made to account for the mate-

rial under consideration, adding, for 

example, the category bas-de-page 

to the types of decoration. It is es-

sential to read the manual carefully 

to discover the full extent and limita-

tions of what is available. For exam-

ple, the place of production of 

manuscripts is not mentioned and 

although there is an index of manu-

scripts containing coats of arms, in-

cluding folio numbers of where they 

appear, they are not blazoned or 

identified in the catalogue, even 

though the charges on them would 

seem to come under the definition of 

images. Bibliographical references 

are restricted to a brief list of works. 

Only seventy-eight pages are cov-

ered by the catalogue itself, but the 

eighty-eight pages of indices are an 

equally valuable tool for the re-

searcher with specific needs. These 

include in addition to that on her-

aldry mentioned above and a full 

glossary of terms used, indices of 

authors of texts, incipits and pictorial 

subjects. The latter is very detailed 

and useful, with for example thirty-

seven entries on angels and eighty-

one on animals. The catalogue re-

mains, however, the core of the book 

and comprises a wide variety of 

manuscripts and imagery, including 

well-known works such as the 

Peterborough Bestiary and the 

Troilus and Creseyde frontispiece, 

from Corpus Christ College, MSS 

53 and 61, but also works on medi-

cine and anatomy, Emmanuel Col-

lege MS 69 (1.3.17) and Gonville 

and Caius College MS 190/223, and 

astronomy and astrology, Em-

manuel College MS 136. The great-

est number of manuscripts is from 

Gonville and Caius College, the 

oldest intact medieval library, but 

the longest entry is for no. 175, the 

Carew-Poyntz Hours, Fitzwilliam 

Museum MS 48. This manuscript 

has a complex programme of illu-

mination carried out in four differ-

ent campaigns from the mid-

fourteenth century to c. 1425, thus 

exceeding the period covered by the 

catalogue. An extensive cycle of 

Old Testament scenes on ff. 9-56 

was painted partly c. 1395, with 

mid-fourteenth-century under-

drawing, partly c. 1410, with the 

last part being c. 1395 without the 

earlier under-drawing. A Life of the 

Virgin cycle, mainly of c. 1410 and 

c. 1425 is followed by a long series 

of Miracles of the Virgin of c. 1410. 

Many unusual scenes occur in this 

imagery, most of which Nichols has 

identified, although a few have 

question marks attached. I have not 

been able to consult the manuscript 

(the department being closed at the 

time of writing), but I wonder 

whether the bas-de-page scene on f. 

76, described in the catalogue as 

‗?Volusian buying garment from 

?Veronica for handful of coins‘, be-

tween the soldiers fighting over 

Christ‘s garment and the Deposition 

might not be rather the incident in 

Mark 15:46 where Joseph of Ari-

mathea bought the ‗fine linen‘ in 

which he wrapped the body of 
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Christ. The detailed itemizing of the 

iconography of this little-known but 

intriguing manuscript is certainly a 

very useful contribution, but is 

somewhat vitiated by the way in 

which the catalogue is laid out, as it 

lists the miniatures according to their 

type, with all the full-page ones fol-

lowed by the three-quarter page and 

then bas-de-page scenes. While the 

Old Testament and Miracles of the 

Virgin series are confined to bas-de-

page scenes, the Life of the Virgin 

uses both three-quarter page and 

bas-de-page illumination, making it 

difficult and time-consuming to fol-

low the series in iconographical or-

der from the catalogue, as one has to 

change constantly between the sec-

tions on the two kinds of image. 

Thus the clarity in the exposition of 

the types of decoration prevents fa-

cility in the reading of the iconogra-

phy. A choice has to be made, but 

more seems to be lost than gained by 

the present arrangement. There are 

twenty-three, mainly full-page, black 

and white illustrations at the back of 

the book, designed to exemplify the 

different types of illumination cata-

logued, the unusual and provincial 

and taking no account of quality. In 

her introduction Nichols points to 

the development of websites such as 

the Parker Library on the Web (at 

http://www.parkerweb.stanford.edu) 

as a way of increasing the availabil-

ity of images of the manuscripts, and 

to this can be added the series of 

catalogues on Western illuminated 

manuscripts in the library and col-

leges of Cambridge being prepared. 

However, the full version of the 

Parker Library website is very ex-

pensive and not all institutions will 

be able to afford a subscription. 

Much of the benefit of this series of 

indices will be lost if access to the 

images is not made easier. An ideal 

solution would be an accompanying 

website such as the picture gallery 

established by the Corpus Vitrea-

rum Medii Aevi Great Britain, 

which now has 23,000 images of 

stained glass, including many from 

public institutions such as the Vic-

toria and Albert Museum and Liv-

erpool Museum. Ann Nichol‘s pre-

cise scholarship and her ability to 

bring to conclusion long and diffi-

cult projects are much to be ad-

mired;  one wonders, however, 

whether the parameters for this se-

ries have yet reached their optimum 

form.  

 

SOME RECENT  

PUBLICATIONS 
Bibliographical details are as given 

by contributors, press releases or 

websites and the amount of infor-

mation is variable. 

 

Anne Bulkeley and Her Book: Fash-

ioning Female Piety in Early Tudor 

England.  A Study of London, Brit-

ish Library MS Harley 494, Alex-

andra Barratt (EBS Texts and Tran-

sitions,  Turnhout: Brepols, 2009). 

ISBN: 978-2-503-52071-1. € 70.  

Study and complete edition of a 

prayer book in Latin and English 

compiled between 1532 and 1535 

and first owned by a Hampshire 

widow. 

 

Bartolomeo Sanvito: The life and 

work of a Renaissance scribe, A.C. 

de la Mare & Laura Nuvoloni, with 

contributions by Scott Dickerson, 

Ellen Cooper Erdreich & Anthony 

Hobson, 436 pp. Large 4to, colour 

http://www.parkerweb.stanford.edu/
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illustr.  (Association Internationale 

de Bibliophilie, 2009). ISBN 978 0 

9563702 04.  (Tilly de la Mare’s last 

book, completed after her death by 

Laura Nuvoloni).  £125 (€150 or 

$225) + postage and packing: UK 

£10 (incl. insurance) or £7 (no insur-

ance), EU €25 (incl. insurance), 

USA $67 (airmail, incl. insurance) 

$40 (surface mail, incl. insurance).  

Further information from: Mrs Helen 

Tyson, The Glebe House, Whits-

bury, Fordingbridge, Hampshire SP6 

3QB. 

Bijzonder onderzoek: een ontdek-

kingsreis door de Bijzondere Collec-

ties van de Universiteitsbibliotheek 

Utrecht, ed. M. van Egmond, B. 

Jaski & H. Mulder (Utrecht: Univer-

siteitsbibliotheek Utrecht; 2009).  

272 pp. ISBN 978 90 400 7657 2.  

Highlights the special collections at 

Utrecht University Library, with 38 

contributions by Utrecht University 

scholars. Beautifully illustrated. For 

a digital version of the book, see 

http://igitur-books.library.uu.nl or  

http://boek425.library.uu.nl/. 

 

Le chartrier de l'abbaye cistercienne 

de Fontfroide (894–1260), tome 1 & 

2, ed. Véronique de Becdelièvre 

(Documents inédits de l‘histoire de 

France; Paris: CTHS, 2010). 1180 

pp. ISBN : 978-2-7355-0709-2. € 55. 

Contact: CTHS, 110 rue de Grenelle, 

75357 Paris, cedex 07, or visit 

http://cths.fr/ed/edition.php?id=4505 

De Boeken van Velthem. Auteur, 

oeuvre en overlevering, ed. Bart Be-

samusca, Remco Sleiderink & Geert 

Warnar (Middeleeuwse Studies en 

Bronnen: 119;  Hilversum: Verloren, 

2009 ). 296 pp., ills. ISBN 978-90-

8704-093-2. € 29. 

Contains 11 contributions on 

Velthem and his literary production. 

 

The Devout Belief of the Imagina-

tion.  The Paris ‘Meditationes Vitae 

Christi‘ and Female Franciscan 

Spirituality in Trecento Italy, Holly 

Flora (Disciplina Monastica, 6;  

Turnhout: Brepols, 2009).  A study 

of Paris, BNF, MS ital. 115). 

 

From the Hand of the Master: The 

Hours of Catherine of Cleves, ed. 

Anne Margreet W. As-Vijvers 

(Antwerpen: Ludion, 2009). 160 pp. 

€ 24.90. ISBN 978 90 5544 8234.  

Contributions by Anne Margreet 

As-Vijvers, Saskia W. van Bergen, 

Claudine A. Chavannes-Mazel and 

Kathryn M. Rudy. popular scientific 

publication.  Available in Dutch, 

German and English versions. 

 

Heraldic Badges in England and 

Wales, Michael Powell Siddons 

(Boydell Press, for the Society of 

Antiquaries, 4 volumes, 2009). 

ISBN: 9781843834939. 

 

The Hours of Catherine of Cleves. 

Devotion, Demons and Daily Life in 

the Fifteenth Century, ed. Rob 

Dückers, Ruud Priem, exhibition at 

the Museum Het Valkhof, Ni-

jmegen, (Ludion, 2009). 426 pp. 

ISBN 978 90 5544 821 0.  €59.90. 

 

L'iconographie de la Gloire à la 

sainte croix, de Raban Maur, M. J.-

L. Perrin, (Le Corpus du RILMA 

no. 1, Turnhout: Brepols, 2009). 

100 pp. ISBN 978-2-503-53128. 

€75. 

 

Lambeth Palace Library: Treasures 

from the Collection of the 

http://igitur-books.library.uu.nl/
http://boek425.library.uu.nl/
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Archbishop of Canterbury, ed. Rich-

ard Palmer & Michelle Brown (Lon-

don, Scala, 2010).  176 pp., 200 col-

our illustrations. UK £35.00, US $60.  

ISBN: 978 1 85759 627 4. Hardback 

now available, softback at the exhi-

bition: see notice on p. 17 above. 

 

La légende du roi Arthur, ed. 

Thierry Delcourt (Seuil, 2009). 288 

pp. ISBN 978 2 7177 2441 7. € 39 

(Catalogue of the recent exhibition 

at the Bibliothèque nationale de 

France). 

Manuscrits de Louis de Bruges, ed. 

P. Schandel, I. Hans Collas (Turn-

hout: Brepols, 2010). 280 pp., 460 

b/w ill. ISBN: 978-2-7177-2396-0. € 

150,00 

Louis of Bruges was one of the most 

remarkable bibliophiles of the 15th 

century, his collection comprising 

mainly consists of secular volumes 

in French.  Copiously illustrated and 

in large format, these often deal with 

classical history and chronicles, and 

were created for the most part in 

Bruges by selected artists. For the 

first time, this volume presents his 

manuscripts in a format that allows 

for comparisons with contemporary 

works.  Contains introduction, and 

catalogue descriptions grouped by 

artist. 

 

Manuscrits enluminés des anciens 

Pays-Bas méridionaux.  1. Manus-

crits de Louis de Bruges, Ilona 

Hans-Collas & Pascal Schandel (Pa-

ris, Bibliothèque nationale de 

France, 2009).  

 

Illustrated Inventory of Medieval 

Manuscripts in Latin script: Intro-

duction: Rules, Instructions, 35 pp.;  

Illustrated Inventory of Medieval 

Manuscripts in Latin script in the 

Netherlands, vol. 2: Leiden, Univer-

siteitsbibliotheek, BPL. 338 pp., 

both by J. Gumbert (Hilversum: 

Verloren, 2009). ISBN 978-90-

8704-110-6 (Introduction); ISBN 

978-90-8704-111-3 (vol. 2); ISBN 

978-90-8704-112-0 (both together). 

€ 40 for both volumes 

(www.verloren.nl). Publication of 

vol. 1 is expected soon. 

 

Manuscript Treasures of Durham 

Cathedral, ed. Richard Gameson 

(London: Third Millennium, 2010). 
RRP £25. ISBN: 978-1-906507-12-1. 

Durham Cathedral Library has ar-

guably the finest collection of me-

dieval manuscripts of any English 

cathedral.  Following on from the 

success of the volume on Durham 

University Library‘s treasures pub-

lished in 2007, 40 of the Cathedral 

Library‘s manuscripts are show-

cased in over 150 illustrations, 

ranging from part of a 6th-century 

Italian Bible almost certainly used 

by the Venerable Bede to a unique 

16th-century account of monastic 

cathedral life compiled in the after-

math of the Reformation.  

A third book, focusing on collec-

tions of Durham University‘s Ori-

ental Museum, and edited by Craig 

Barclay, Rachel Grocke and Helen 

Armstrong, with photography by 

Kate Weightman, will be published 

in June (see 

http://www.tmiltd.com).  

It will illustrate 50 of the Museum‘s 

treasures, ranging from a fine Egyp-

tian stone vessel of the 3rd millen-

nium BCE to a Chinese woodblock 

print created in 1998, and from 

items fashioned from jewels and 

http://www.verloren.nl/
http://www.tmiltd.com/
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precious metals to humble begging 

bowls.  

 

Parva pro magnis munera. Études de 

littérature tardo-antique et médié-

vale offertes à François Dolbeau par 

ses élèves, ed. M. Goullet (Instru-

menta Patristica et Mediaevalia, 51; 

Turnhout, 2009. 988 pp.  Comprises 

36 contributions in three sections: 

History of libraries and history of 

texts; hagiography, homelitics and 

liturgy; lexicography, grammar and 

stylistics. 

 

Op reis en aan tafel met Katherina 

van Kleef (1417-1476), ed. Ruud 

Priem (Antwerpen: Ludion, 2009). 

Contributions by Bert Thissen, 

Clemens Verhoeven, Aafje H. 

Groustra, Els F.M. Peters and 

Corinne Roes. 160 pp.  € 24,90. 

Essays relating to the minor exhibi-

tion held at Museum Het Valkhof, 

Nijmegen, 2009. 

 

Pelgrimstekens op Perkament. 

Originele en nageschilderde be-

devaartssouvenirs in religieuze 

boeken (ca. 1450 – ca. 1530), Han-

neke van Asperen (Nijmegen, Sticht-

ing Nijmeegse Kunsthistorische 

Studies, Edam:  Orange House, 

2009). ISBN 978 94 90128 18 0, 624 

pp.  € 69,50.  This PhD thesis (Rad-

boud Universiteit Nijmegen), copi-

ously illustrated in colour, deals with 

real and painted pilgrim‘s badges in 

late medieval manuscripts. Manu-

script owners sometimes stitched 

real pilgrim‘s badges into their devo-

tional books; others opted to have 

them painted in the margins, as if 

they were real. This practice pro-

vides important information on 

which texts were read most, how the 

manuscript functioned for the 

owner, and it also is important evi-

dence for researchers of pilgrimage 

and pilgrim's badges. 
 

Pierre Choinet. Le Livre des trois 

âges. Fac-similé du manuscrit 

Smith-Lesouëf 70 (Paris, Biblio-

thèque nationale de France), Lyd-

wine Scordia (Publications des uni-

versités de Rouen et du Havre, 

2009), 266 pp., ISBN: 978-2-

87775-459-0. €42.  Facsimile, criti-

cal edition and study. 

 

The Portfolio of Villard de Honne-

court, A New Critical Edition and 

Color Facsimile, ed. Carl F. Barnes, 

Jr. (Farnham, 2009).  

Reviewed by Melanie Holcomb 

(Metropolitan Museum of Art) in 

H-France Review, 10 (February 

2010), no. 29, accessible at: 

http://www.h-

france.net/vol10reviews/vol10no29

holcomb.pdf. 

  

Pro verba magistri. Anselme de 

Laon et son école au XIIe siècle, C. 

Giraud (Turnhout, 2010). 

 

Santa Brigida, Napoli, l'Italia, Atti 

del Convegno di studi italo-svedese, 

Santa Maria Capua Vetere, 10-11 

maggio 2006, ed. Olle Ferm, Ales-

sandra Perriccioli Saggese & Mar-

cello Rotili (Naples, 2009). Contri-

butions to these conference papers 

include:  D. Pezzini, ‗Il primo vol-

garizzamento italiano delle ―Rive-

lazioni‖ e degli altri scritti di S. 

Brigida: il codice I.V.25/26 della 

Biblioteca degli Intronati di Siena 

(1399)‘, pp. 61-73;  H. Aili, ‗The 

manuscripts of Revelaciones S. 

Birgittae‘, pp. 153-60;  J. Svanberg, 

http://www.h-france.net/vol10reviews/vol10no29holcomb.pdf
http://www.h-france.net/vol10reviews/vol10no29holcomb.pdf
http://www.h-france.net/vol10reviews/vol10no29holcomb.pdf
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‗The oldest images of Birgitta and 

her Revelations in panel paintings 

and manuscripts‘, pp. 161-9;  G. Al-

fano, ‗Brigida cinge l‘Europa. Una 

stampa romana e la politica religiosa 

di metà Cinquecento‘, pp. 171-89;  

A. Putaturo Murano, ‗La bottega del 

maestro del Liber Celestium Revela-

tionum‘, pp. 209-19;  A. Perriccioli 

Saggese, ‗L‘Offiziolo di Giovanna I 

d‘Angio e un‘inedita immagine di 

Brigida‘, pp. 221-40. 

 

Sleutel tot Licht. Getijdenboeken in 

de Bibliotheca Philosophica Her-

metica.Amsterdam, Helen C. Wüste-

feld & Anne S. Korteweg (In de Pe-

likaan 2009).  Paperback, 156 pp., 

colour illus. ISBN 978-90-71608-28-

5.  € 24.50.  

Books of Hours seen against the 

background of the Modern Devotion 

movement in an exhibition of 25 

Books of Hours held by the Biblio-

theca Philosophica Hermetica in 

Amsterdam. 

 

Splendeur de l’enluminure. Le roi 

René et les livres, ed. Marc-Edouard 

Gautier; advisor: François Avril 

(Actes Sud, 2009). 416 pp., ISBN 

978 2 7427 8611 4. € 32. Catalogue 

of the exhibition at the château 

d'Angers. 

‗Supplement to the Guide to medie-

val and renaissance manuscripts in 

the Huntington Library,‘ Peter Kidd, 

Huntington Library Quarterly, 72 

(2009), 1-101. 

 

Verbruikt verleden, H. Kienhorst 

(Edam:  Orange House, 2010).  € 25. 

ISBN 10: 9490128198. 

Presents colour photographs with 

brief explanations of 50 recycled 

manuscript fragments (12th-16th 

centuries) from the Soeterbeeck 

convent library, which the nuns re-

used for bindings from the 16th to 

the 20th century. 

 

Het Wiesbadense handschrift. Hs. 

Wiesbaden, Hessische Hauptstaat-

sarchiv, 3004 B 10, ed. Hans Kien-

horst & Kees Schepers (Hilversum: 

Verloren, 2010). 698 pp.  € 54. 

ISBN 9789087041267. 

One of the most intriguing Middle-

Dutch manuscript compilations, 

made at the Flemish-Brabant bor-

derline c. 1410, containing a unique 

selection of devotional literature in 

prose and verse;  also of interest to 

art historians as it contains colour 

reproductions of Pre-Eyckian draw-

ings.  

 

Writing and Script: A Very Short 

Introduction, Andrew Robinson 

(Oxford, 2009).  £7.99.  Brief ac-

count of scripts ancient and modern 

from around the world. 

 

Electronic Publications 
Pilgrims & Pilgrimage.  Journey,  

Spirituality & Daily Life through 

the Centuries, interactive CD-ROM 

with 450 coloured images. £15. 

Produced by the Christianity and 

Culture project of the University of 

York and St John‘s Nottingham 

theological college.  Available from 

www.york.ac.uk/projects/christianit

yandculture or contact 

candc.york.ac.uk. 

 

Rivista di Scrineum 
Submissions are invited for this e-

journal.  Original papers in Italian, 

English, German and Spanish are 

welcome in the fields of the history 

of documents, handwriting and 

http://www.york.ac.uk/projects/christianityandculture%20or%20contact%20candc.york.ac.uk
http://www.york.ac.uk/projects/christianityandculture%20or%20contact%20candc.york.ac.uk
http://www.york.ac.uk/projects/christianityandculture%20or%20contact%20candc.york.ac.uk
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manuscript books. The Rivista di 

Scrineum is already indexed in 

DOAJ (Directory of Open Access 

Journals); since 2008 it has had an 

international Referee Board the 

structure of which mirrors the vari-

ous topics and interests of the cur-

rent editorial policy. It is currently 

the only e-journal specifically dedi-

cated to document and manuscript 

sciences in the Middle Ages. Sub-

mitted papers, if accepted, are nor-

mally published within a couple of 

months. The publisher (Firenze Uni-

versity Press) guarantees compliance 

with Copyright Laws.  For further 

information visit: 

http://scrineum.unipv.it, or 

http://scrineum.unipv.it/rivista/rivist

a.html 

 

WEBSITES & ONLINE 

RESOURCES 
MSS from Bruges on-line 

Several manuscripts in Bruges col-

lections can be consulted online 

at:http://www.historischebronnenbru

gge.be/. They include the Liber Tro-

tula (a Middle-Dutch 15th century 

manuscript on gynaecology); Hugo 

de Folieto's treatise on birds; an in-

cunable of the Ovide moralisé; and a 

memorial list of Bruges painters. 

 

CBMA (Chartae Burgundiae 

Medii Aevi) 

www.artehis.eu/spip.php?article629

&var_mode=calcul (note new 

homepage URL). 

The CBMA project team has up-

dated its website. The database is 

now accessible at 

www.artehis.eu/spip.php?article632

&var_mode=calcul.  The section on 

Burgundian sources has been greatly 

extended and now includes new edi-

tions (in txt, .doc, and .pdf formats), 

manuscript cartularies (‗flipping 

book‘ format), in collaboration with 

the Bibliothèque municipale of Di-

jon (Caroline Poulain) and the Ar-

chives départementales de la Côte-

d‘Or (Gérard Moyse & Frédéric Pe-

tot).  See 

www.artehis.eu/spip.php?article634

&var_mode=calcul.  Details of 

work in progress are also posted, 

and news of this kind, especially of 

editions in preparation, is always 

welcome. 

 

Sleutel tot licht. Getijdenboeken 

in de Bibliotheca Philosophica 

Hermetica 
http://www.ritmanlibrary.nl/c/p/exh

/web-exh/bph-stl1-bph.html 

Online presentation of the 25 manu-

scripts on display at the exhibition 

held at the Ritman Library, Amster-

dam, November 2009-April 2010. 

 

Utrecht, Universiteitsbibliotheek 

(www.uu.nl) 

Recently digitised manuscripts in-

clude Hs. 124 (12th century Marti-

nellum, see back cover illustration), 

Hs. 1037 (early 15th century Book 

of Hours with illuminations from 

the Master of Zweder van Culem-

borg), and Hss. 158, 823, 1263, 

1329, 1483 and 10 B 13. 

 

Digital Scriptorium 

This website will be moving back 

from Columbia University to 

Berkeley, but users should note that 

the new URL is already function-

ing: www.digital-scriptorium.org 

http://scrineum.unipv.it/
http://scrineum.unipv.it/rivista/rivista.html
http://scrineum.unipv.it/rivista/rivista.html
http://www.historischebronnenbrugge.be/
http://www.historischebronnenbrugge.be/
http://www.historischebronnenbrugge.be/
http://www.artehis.eu/spip.php?article629&var_mode=calcul
http://www.artehis.eu/spip.php?article629&var_mode=calcul
http://www.artehis.eu/spip.php?article632&var_mode=calcul
http://www.artehis.eu/spip.php?article632&var_mode=calcul
http://www.artehis.eu/spip.php?article634&var_mode=calcul
http://www.artehis.eu/spip.php?article634&var_mode=calcul
http://www.ritmanlibrary.nl/c/p/exh/web-exh/bph-stl1-bph.html
http://www.ritmanlibrary.nl/c/p/exh/web-exh/bph-stl1-bph.html
http://www.uu.nl/
http://www.digital-scriptorium.org/
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Fragmenta Londiniensia 

Anteiustiniana & the lost Gregor-

ian Code 

A report by Simon Corcoran and 

Benet Salway of the Projet Volterra 

(based at the Department of History 

at University College London) on 

their study of 17 parchment frag-

ments recovered from the binding of 

an unknown manuscript or printed 

book. The fragments are in private 

hands but the owner kindly allowed 

the Volterra team to take temporary 

custody of the fragments in Novem-

ber 2009, so as to identify them and 

publish the results of the investiga-

tions. 

Their initial assessment is that the 

London fragments are the sole sur-

viving manuscript remains of the 

otherwise lost Gregorian Code.  See 

www.ucl.ac.uk/history2/volterra/text

s/fla.htm.  For details of a related 

colloquium see p. 9. 

 

Castellanie.net 

http://www.castellanie.net 

To help students and amateur palae-

ographers learning how to read the 

mediaeval handwriting in the Savoy-

ard account rolls, the Castellanie.net 

project offers online interactive pa-

laeography exercises.  They can be 

accessed from the main site, or di-

rectly at 

http://paleographie.castellanie.net. 

Four exercises are available now, 

with more to come soon. Marjorie 

Burghart of the EHESS, Lyon, has 

created a ‗palaeography exercise‘ kit 

(an XSL + CSS + javascript kit) to 

customise the useful ‗Image Markup 

Tool‘, a free software package.This 

kit is now available online: 

http://tapor.uvic.ca/%7Emholmes/i

mage_markup/paleography.php. 

 

Gallica (Digital Library of the Bi-

bliothèque Nationale de France) 

http://gallica.bnf.fr/ 

Thousands more manuscripts from 

the collections of the BnF‘s depart-

ment of manuscripts have now been 

digitised and uploaded.  They in-

clude manuscripts of Victor Hugo‘s 

Hernani, Marcel Proust‘s Carnets, 

Flaubert‘s L'Education sentimen-

tale, documents from Dunhuang 

collected by Paul Pelliot, and even 

the first chapters of Casanova‘s His-

toire de ma Vie(with the rest to fol-

low).  Medieval manuscripts in-

clude Old French romances by 

Chrétien de Troyes, and other Ar-

thurian texts such as the Lancelot-

Graal and Prose Tristan cycles.  

Users should note that catalogue 

descriptions in Gallica derive 

mainly from retrospective conver-

sion of old printed catalogues or in-

dex cards, but these will be gradu-

ally revised. The website, which is 

also accessible from the BL‘s cata-

logue of archives and manuscripts, 

is available in French, English, 

Spanish and Portuguese. 

 

The Anglo-Norman Dictionary 

The Anglo-Norman Dictionary 

(AND), is available as an online re-

source on the website of the Anglo-

Norman Online Hub (www.anglo-

norman.net) and access is free to 

all. The AND, now based at Aber-

ystwyth University, seeks to record 

and explain ‗Anglo-Norman‘, the 

form of French used in the British 

Isles after the Norman Conquest. Its 

documentary base contains substan-

tial quantities of non-literary mate-

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/history2/volterra/texts/fla.htm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/history2/volterra/texts/fla.htm
http://www.castellanie.net/
http://paleographie.castellanie.net/
http://tapor.uvic.ca/~mholmes/image_markup/paleography.php
http://tapor.uvic.ca/~mholmes/image_markup/paleography.php
http://gallica.bnf.fr/
http://www.anglo-norman.net/
http://www.anglo-norman.net/
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rial (records, administrative and le-

gal documents, historical sources). 

Its online format allows for various 

search procedures as well as provid-

ing a simple, accessible standard dic-

tionary facility. A major revision is 

currently underway.  Other resources 

available via the same website in-

clude re-publication of scholarly ar-

ticles on Anglo-Norman language, 

online source texts and an introduc-

tion to Anglo-Norman for non-

specialists. 

 

Lund University Library 
The Library is digitising and making 

accessible online its collection of 

medieval manuscripts, see St. 

Laurentius Digital Manuscript Li-

brary at http://laurentius.ub.lu.se/. 

Access is now available online to 

catalogue descriptions and some im-

ages from the Jarring collection of 

560 manuscripts, mostly in Uighur, 

from Eastern Turkestan (now Xinji-

ang province in China). These were 

donated in 1982 by Dr Gunnar Jar-

ring (1907–2002). see 

http://laurentius.ub.lu.se/jarring 

Manuscripts librarian Eva Nylander 

(Eva.Nylander@ub.lu.se) would like 

to hear from other libraries with 

similar collections.  

 

MSS & ARCHIVES NEWS 
 

Cardiff Early Books saved! 

Following a vigorous campaign by 

leading academics and members of 

the public against its sale by auction, 

the collection of 14,000 rare and an-

tiquarian books from Cardiff City 

Library, has now been saved. Cardiff 

Council was prevailed upon to work 

with Cardiff University and the 

Welsh Assembly Government and a 

joint initiative between these three 

bodies and the Higher Education 

Funding Council for Wales 

(HEFCW) has secured the books‘ 

future at Cardiff University. The 

collection will be held at Cardiff 

University‘s Arts and Social Studies 

Library, within Cardiff University‘s 

Special Collections and Archives 

(SCOLAR), where they will be kept 

in appropriate storage conditions for 

their long-term preservation. Once 

cataloguing and conservation work 

has been carried out on the collec-

tion, it will be accessible to readers. 

Plans are afoot to digitise some of 

the works for online access. 

The collection includes 175 incu-

nabula, some 500 rare Bibles, a rare 

collection of 17th-century Shake-

speare editions, a unique collection 

of Restoration drama, fine limited-

edition volumes from British 19th- 

and 20th-century private presses, 

and many fine bindings. Some 

items are thought to be unique cop-

ies, only one other copy is known of 

other items. Cardiff University, the 

Welsh Assembly Government, and 

HEFCW are contributing between 

them a total of £1.2 million to fa-

cilitate the transfer of the collection 

to Cardiff University. 

 

King’s College London, Chair 

of Palaeography 
AMARC members will have heard 

that King‘s College London is plan-

ning to abolish its prestigious and 

influential Chair of Palaeography, 

as part of wider staffing economies.  

Under the plan, funding for the 

Chair in Palaeography will cease 

from 31 August this year.  The 

Chair at King‘s is the only estab-

lished chair in Palaeography in the 

http://laurentius.ub.lu.se/
mailto:Eva.Nylander@ub.lu.se
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UK and those distinguished scholars, 

the late Julian Brown and Tilly de la 

Mare were predecessors of the cur-

rent incumbent, David Ganz.  Re-

searchers, teachers and curators have 

expressed shock and outrage at this 

decision and many individuals and 

corporate bodies from around the 

world have written to the university 

in protest.  A spirited defence of pa-

laeography in general and the KCL 

Chair in particular appeared in the 

New York Review of Books, in an ar-

ticle by historian Anthony Grafton, 

entitled ‗Britain: The Disgrace of the 

Universities‘ (reprinted in The 

Guardian, 27 March 2010).  It goes 

without saying that AMARC joined 

its voice to the protests.  In February 

the Membership Secretary informed 

members by e-mail that Christopher 

de Hamel, chairman of AMARC, 

had written to King‘s, to protest on 

behalf of the society, requesting that 

alternative plans to abolishing the 

post be considered.  Many individual 

members have also written. As the 

Newsletter went to press, it was an-

nounced that a working party would 

review the situation; the next News-

letter will include an update.  

 

British Library Reorganisation 
Alarm and despondency have been 

expressed in some quarters at news 

of reorganisation at the British Li-

brary.  A formal statement from the 

BL states that:  

‗To be able to respond more rapidly 

and effectively with changing user 

needs, the Scholarship and Collec-

tions Directorate is restructuring so 

that we can place a greater empha-

sis on digital scholarship, improve 

external engagement with our users 

and partners, build new strategic 

partnerships and exploit and unlock 

our collections in new ways.‘ 

Manuscripts specialists have natu-

rally focused on how these changes 

might affect services currently pro-

vided by the Department of Western 

Manuscripts, once functions are re-

distributed among new sections.  

Rumour has had it that medieval 

manuscripts might no longer be 

catalogued by experts in palaeogra-

phy and codicology with appropri-

ate language skills, but this rather 

unlikely tale has proved to be with-

out foundation, as was confirmed 

by Phil Spence, Director of Schol-

arship and Collections, in his re-

sponse on the letters page of the 

Daily Telegraph (18 March 2010).  

The statement that within the new 

structure greater resources will be 

allotted to developing digital ser-

vices for materials such as manu-

scripts will no doubt be welcomed 

by researchers, especially those liv-

ing outside the UK or at some dis-

tance from London.  The reorgani-

sation will, however, inevitably af-

fect British Library curatorial staff 

as posts are redefined.  Further de-

tails and a clearer picture of the im-

plications of the changes are ex-

pected later this year when, follow-

ing a period of in-house consulta-

tion, the revised structure will be 

formally announced.  An update 

will be included in the AMARC 

Newsletter.  

 

All Change at the National Li-

brary of Wales 

After a long period of evolutionary 

change the NLW now faces a new 

era of uncertainty. In the turbulent 

waters of a shrinking public econo-

my, accelerating technological in-
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novation and changing user expecta-

tions the Library will need to steer a 

new course. The Library has pub-

lished ‗Twenty-twenty: a long view 

of the National Library of Wales,‘ a 

paper that tries to predict how the 

institution is likely to develop over 

the next ten years;  it can be viewed 

on the Library‘s website at 

http://www.llgc.org.uk/index.php?id

=4456. 

On a happier note, the NLW is to re-

open to the public on Saturdays from 

8 May 2010. The original (highly 

unpopular) decision to close was 

made in the face of pressure to make 

significant financial savings quickly, 

and the building has been closed on 

Saturdays since 1 April 2009. How-

ever, the new service to readers will 

be limited, and it will not be possible 

to order material on a Saturday to 

consult on the day. For further de-

tails on restrictions, see 

http://www.llgc.org.uk/index.php?id

=3407. 

 

Re-Opening of the Parker Library 

Corpus Christi College, Cam-

bridge 

The Parker Library has now re-

opened.  See 

www.corpus.cam.ac.uk/parker-

library, e-mail parker-

library@corpus.cam.ac.uk or tel. 

01223 338025.  

 

European Reference Index for the 

Humanities 

AMARC members in the Europran 

university sector will be aware of the 

controversy generated by ERIH and 

deep concern over the implications 

for smaller journals serving more 

specialised areas of research, as well 

as those publishing in languages 

which are not considered by ERIH 

as ‗international.‘ A hard-hitting 

editorial by Professor Patrick Sims-

Williams, Professor of Celtic Stud-

ies at Aberystwyth, was published 

in Cambrian Medieval Celtic Stud-

ies 58 (winter 2009), 1-8, and is 

now freely available as a pdf for 

distribution without copyright re-

strictions (available from 

pps@aber.ac.uk).  In a recent up-

date Professor Sims-Williams notes 

that ‗in Britain our Arts & Humani-

ties Research Council is to play no 

further part in ERIH … because 

AHRC has no confidence in the 

methodology and because involve-

ment in European meetings by the 

AHRC would mean investing 

money which it cannot justify. The 

project to create a bibliometric da-

tabase as a successor to ERIH also 

has no AHRC input.‘  He adds that 

although ‗without British support 

ERIH will go away,‘ but notes that 

other countries could play an impor-

tant role, ‗since British policy can 

be portrayed as just ―anti-

European‖‘. He hopes that other 

bodies will be emboldened to fol-

low the AHRC lead. 

 

Arson destroys Jewish Rare 

Books & Manuscripts  

Some 2500 books and manuscripts 

have been destroyed in an arson at-

tack on the restored 15th-century 

Etz Hayyim synagogue on Crete, 

used as a cultural centre and mu-

seum as well as a place of worship.  

Works of art were also destroyed 

and the building‘s interior damaged. 

Two Britons, a Greek man and an 

American citizen were arrested in 

connection with the attack. 

 

http://www.llgc.org.uk/index.php?id=4456
http://www.llgc.org.uk/index.php?id=4456
http://www.llgc.org.uk/index.php?id=3407
http://www.llgc.org.uk/index.php?id=3407
http://www.corpus.cam.ac.uk/parker-library
http://www.corpus.cam.ac.uk/parker-library
mailto:parker-library@corpus.cam.ac.uk
mailto:parker-library@corpus.cam.ac.uk
mailto:pps@aber.ac.uk
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The Vasari Archive Saga 

Last autumn there was an outcry in 

Italy following reports that the pa-

pers of the 16th-century artist, archi-

tect and writer Giorgio Vasari, had 

been sold to an unidentified Russian.  

The purported buyer was an un-

named Russian gas magnate, who 

allegedly bought the papers for €150 

million, but turned out to have died 

two weeks before the sale took 

place.  

The papers, privately owned by the 

Festari family, are kept in the artist‘s 

house in Arezzo, now owned by the 

state.  A government order made 15 

years ago specified that the archives 

must remain in the Arezzo house, 

but it was feared that the order could 

be lifted.  There was confusion as to 

the ownership of the archive, with an 

Italian bank recently reported to 

have seized possession after the late 

Count Giovanni Festari fell heavily 

into debt and tried to sell the papers.  

In early March this year an auction 

of the papers was called off at the 

last minute, after the auction judge 

had accepted an appeal against the 

allegedly low starting price, €2.6 

million.  He also claimed that the 

family had not received the informa-

tion needed to settle an €800,000 tax 

debt in time until 15 minutes before 

the auction was due to start. Mean-

while an art critic said that the pa-

pers were worth € 10 million at 

most, fuelling speculation that the 

‗Russian bid‘ was a ruse to lure the 

government into making a compet-

ing bid far in excess of what the pa-

pers were actually worth. The saga 

continues.  

 

Lambeth Palace Library cele-

brates 400 Years 

 

 
 

The Lambeth Bible 

Lambeth Palace Library MS 3, f. 

130r (detail). See p. 17. 

© By kind permission of Lambeth 

Palace Library. 

 



AMARC Newsletter no. 54  May 2010 

 36 

 
 

Martinellum, Netherlands (Utrecht?), late 12th century.  University  

Library of Utrecht, MS 124, fol. 5v. 

© By kind permission of Utrecht University Library 

© Met toestemming van de Universiteitsbibliotheek Utrecht. 

See p. 30 above. 


